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FEWER PIX A CURB ON NEW FACES 





Ice Show Producers Find US. Skaters 


Better Than Foreign Talent, Due to War y SiPH EN He's the First 1,000,000 Album Seller 


Ice show producers, who 
obtained most of the skating 
from Scandinavian countries. 
tria and Switzerland, have 
off those countries as a 
source for several years. Crop of 
skaters in those countries has cur- 
rently proved disappointing, while 
U. S. skaters have increased in qual- 
ity during the war years. 

One of the reasons marking the 
decline of the European ice talent is 


Aus- 
marked 


the lack of shows in those coun- 
tries during the war years. With 
incentive lost to excel on ice be- 
cause of lack of shows and meets. 
brand of skating is not up to the 
U. S. standards } 

Walter Brown, president of the 


Arena Managers Assn., producers of 


prewar ¢% 
talent | 


supply 


|day 
the 





WOR’s Moppet Disk Jock 


Add a moppet to the 
of disk jockeys. 
year-old girl member 
“Juvenile Jury,” will make her bow 
the platter twirling field Satur- 

(19) on WOR, N. Y. She'll have 
15-minute segment at 10:45 a.m., 
Saturdays in which to chatter and 
spin her fave records. 

Child can read, but is expected to 
be allowed adlib a good deal 


growing list 
of Mutual's 


in 


to 


'Platters she'll select won't be entire- 


“Ice Capades,” together with Eddie 
Shipstad, recently made a trip to 
Europe to gander the situation and 
reported a dearth of acceptable 
skaters. They believe that U. S.| 
blades artists are better show-wise 
for U. S. shows. 

Norman Frescott, AMA _ gencral 
manager. bore out Brown’s§ and 
Shipstad’s contention of present 


superiority of American skaters by 


itabbed “Gag Writers Revue.” 


citing the fact that two British im-, 


portations used in “Ice-Capades” 


didn’t pan out. He also 
(Continuéd on page 48) 


‘Johnston Admits Reds 
In H’wood But Scoffs 





‘agencies for 
' 
recalled | 


ly from the children’s 
favorite waxer 


shelves 
is pou e Jones. 


her 


Need for New Scripters 
Spurs Goodman Ace Show | 


Emceed by Groucho Marx 


CBS has been talking with Grou- 
cho Marx, recently in N. Y.. on the 
possibility of heading up a half-hour 
show conceived by Goodman Ace | 
which, 
will be dangled to 
sponsorship. 

Idea behind the contemplated | 
series is to unearth new comedy 
writing talent by spotlighting ma- 
terial of would-be comedy scripters, 
such as monologs, gag routines, etc., 


if auditioned, 


| with Marx giving it specialized treat- 
ment and also ringing in guest talent 


|'who would be peculiarly suitable for | 


At Their Influence 


Washington, April 15. 
Erie Johnston, Motion Picture 
Assn. prexy, speaking today (15) be- 
fore the Washington Advertising Club 


ifeeling of Ace that “the answer to 
radio’s needs today doesn't lie in 
new acting talent, but in new | 
writers.” 


admitted the presence of Commun- | 


ists in Hollywood but reiterated that 
the industry had successfully fought 
of their influence. Speaking before 
a packed session of film industry 
leaders, Johnston pointed that the 
Daily Worker attacked Hollywood 
and himself every day, and that for- 
eign Communist groups also joined 
in that campaign. This was proof 
Positive, Johnston stated, that the 


| old 


Communists did not control the in- | 


dustry. 
In explaining operation of motion 
(Continued on page 2) 


YANKS’ PREEM OK 8.0. 





BUT STADIUM CLUB NG 


By MAURICE BERGMAN 

Col. Larry MacPhail, 
that all show business is not behind 
the footlighis or on the 
premiered his 1947 edition of a well 
Cast production yesterday at the 
Yankee Stadium with 70,000 critics 


| 


| summer 
jin a quiet secluded valley 


| 


who proved | 


screen, | 


on hand to tell him what's wrong | 


With his ball club. 

MacPhail’s production is in for a 
ong run and, from All indications. 
not even the bellowing ghost of Leo 

urocher, who was probably hurling 


auxes at the Colonel, can prevent 
€ attraction from being a solid b.c 
bor. e€ing a SOc 


Repe: ting his cute coun of lasi 
(Continued on page 54) 


specific material. 
Behind the projected series is the 


RIVIERA TRES GAY AS 
IN THE GOOD OL’ DAYS 


By LUCETTE CARON 


Cannes, April 15. 

The Riviera is almost back to its 
standards. A program of re- 
horse-racing, fashion shows, 
being organized for the 
season. Many acres of land 
around | 
a small village six miles 
from Cannes, have been bought by 
picture companies. They plan to 
build “The Cinema City,’ 
may be the birth of a new 
pean Hollywood. 

All the sunshine and glamour left 
in Europe are concentrated on the 
Riviera. 

Harry 


years in 





gattas, 
galas 


is 


Mougins, 


Euro- 


Pilcer is back after seven | 
Hollywood, He runs 
Brummell, the only nightclub 
Cannes. He looks years younger. 
After all galas and formal parties 


every one ends up at Pilcer’s, where | 


is intimate 
the 
to 
booed. 
been 
Geta 
cre: 
page 


very 
dancer. 
dance in 
He was 
a little too 
Now he 
many 


atmosphere 
Serge Lifar, 
last been abie 
without being 
have 
ith the 
foreiy He 

(Continued 


the 
has at 
public 
sup- 
p yed to 
jriendls 

is ting 


54) 


is en. 


on 


Robin Morgan, five- | 


which | 


the | 
in | 


UDE Ta 








Hollywood talent scouts 
|drawn consistently on the 


who have 
Broadway 


| Stage and niteries as one of theii 
|most fertile fields for discovering ! 


| new star material, have signed fewer 
j}embryonic marquee attractions in 
|the last six months than in any sim- 
jilar period in the last few 

Situation, according to homeoffice 
| talent chiefs, is due more to the fact 
|that the major studios are in 
|great need of new 
} paucity of good actors available, 


years, 


talent than to the | 





Jolson Does Comeback on Wax Also: 








¢ “The Jolson Story” album will be 

0/ {the first 1,000,000 album seller in 

100° Sur-le-Cuff record history, according to present 

"0 Pk indications. The Decca album has 

After N.Y. restaurateur Toots sold 660,000 sets and has 125,000 in 

| Shor recently completed a month’s| pack orders. It’s been constantly 

| cuffo stay under Mark Hellinger’s | behind on production. Decca prexy 

| aegis on the Coast, the producer- | jac, Kapp predicts the 1,000,000- 
| writer arranged for the stewardess 


| on Shor’s return flight to hand him 
| $5 when he boarded the eastbound 
plane, with the explanation. 
100% ix 
the airport.’ 


“Just to make it 


have to tip-at 


rase you 


‘Fashion Designers Strike 


All companies are still covering 
ithe field thoroughly. according to | 
one h.o. chief, but with most of the 
}studios having reduced the number 
lof films they'll turn out this year, 
| thei requirements for new talent 
hay e become correspondingly fewer. 


| Since 
| Phasized that the slice 


(Continued on 54) 


Certain US. Stars 
B.0.Poison Abroad 


} Paris, April 
| Representatives of U. S. film com- 
‘panies, who are converging on Paris 
jin. great numbers searching for suit- 
jable Holly.*od talent, are being | 
'surprised to find out how the Euro- 
|}pean public is reacting—or, 
istrictly, doesn't—to some w.k. Ameri- 
can stars. Although apparently still 
| favorites in the U.S., these stars have 
taken a steep drop in appeal since 


page 


15. 


;prewar days. Some actually are 
“boxoffice poison.” keeping patrons 
away from cinemas in droves. 


On the whole, however, American 
films are still well-received here 
despite the nearly unanimous opin- 
ion that “their stories are for nit- 
| wits.” Situation in France is con- 
trasted with Germany where, owing 
to the fact that Hollywood oldies are 
mostly being shown, the British films 

(Continued on page 48) 








NEW CHI MAYOR NIXES 
LOOP BISTRO GAMBLING 


April 15. 

were rub- 
with comple- 
election, ex- 


Chicago, 
bonifaces who 
bing hands together 
ition of Chi mayoralty 
pecting to get 
|operations, had rude awakening last 
| week when Mayor-elect Martin H. 


Bistro 


és 
xO 


Kennelly announced from Asheville. 
_C., retreat that gambling and syn- 
| dicated vice must 

If Kenne ly’s edict 


sign on gambling | 


most sales executives have e¢m- 

; ‘ | 
In production 
means each feature will have to play | 


| who, on 





| been about a 12% 


| —F Cia ie ns , al 
more | the usual direct mail return of about | 


| hats and 
| Other 





RO-” } 
stands some of | 


Chi's better known cafes may find 
quick need for change in high- | 
| budget policies to sharp paring 
downward. Though ops have heard 
same theme before. they were even- 
tually able to remove lids when 
pressure lessened. But new mayor- 
elect. with large personal fortune 
and clear-cut campaign promise 

mer tick to guns. Uncertainty is 
causin® big time ops to indulge in 
{ plenty’ huddling. i 


gowns 
sustaining 


| (CBS, N. Y.) proved it. 
| 


| Pay Dirt in Free Tele 
| Plugs as Sales Boom 


television pays off in 
increased product sales, 
despite its present limited audience, 
and that it may eventually become 
| the best advertising medium yet de- 
| vised for the fashion industry, was 
revealed this week. Results of a 
' direct mail campaign conducted by 
a N. Y. milliner whose hats and 
were featured in a recent | 
show over WCBS-TV |! 


Proof that 
| the way of 


Milliner was 
her own 
1,153 cards to set 
around N. Y. To 


mailed 
in and 
there has 


far above | 


initiative, 
owners 
date, 

return, 


2%. and the viewers were almost 
unanimous in praising ‘the show. 
More important, however, is the fact 


that at least 20 new customers have 
purchased hats since the date of the 
show, claiming they first saw the 
liked them on television. 
clothes designers who didn’t 
resort to the direct mail campaign | 
after their merchandise was featured | 
in CBS shows also have discovered 
the medium pays off in product sales. 

Illustrative of the responses from 
the mail campaign is a card from 
one viewer declaring that “my fam- | 

(Continued on page 34) 








. made 


|is continued or bought for 


copy mark in two months as the pie- 
ture continues to snowball. 

The $3.85 retail price 
making it the lowest-cost 
“Oklahoma!” is a $5 item 
gone 550,000; Bing Crosby’s “Santa 
!Claus Songs” album is nearing 750,- 
000 albums, but has taken two Xmas 
{seasons to do it. 

Decca is also ballyhooing One 
Million Club to. kudos artists who 
hit 1,000,000 platters. Louis Jordan 


factor, 
album. 
and has 


is a 


a 


is on@ Carmen Cavallaro is another 
with tis “Polonaise.” The Andrews 
Siste- } Mills Bros., Dick Haymes, 
Ink spots a” ™ Ella Fitzgerald are 
others. Al Jom 4n’s single platter of 
“Anniversary mg,” like the “Jol- 
son Story” albhm, is set for 1,000,- 
000. Bing Crasby, of course, has 


the Two Million and Three 
|MillionyClub mark, although there is 
|no semi-official designation for these 
,categories as for the broader 1,000,- 
| 000- platter sellers. There are only 


/ 8-10 Decca artists in this league. 





Py | 
Florence Reichman 


‘PLAY BREAKIN IN RADIO . 


STUDIO TO GET TRIAL 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Fritz Blocki is undertaking break- 
in of a stage play in a radio studio, 
presenting “Rampage” at KFWB 
studio Sunday (20). Cast of 15 from 
radio, pix, waived salary for single 
performance but retained partici- 
pating rights on co-op basis if play 
radio or 
pix. 

Cast will read frem script as on 
air to keep cost budget to $500. 
Will use sound to heighten action, 
with no scenery. Billy Bryant, vet 
showboat skipper, co-authored, 
Blocki directing. Audience by in- 


vitation. 







































































All-Girl Orchestra ond Choir 
Conducted by 


Phil Spitainy 


Sundays, 4:30 P.M., EST. 

















CBS Network 
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Act Thrillers, ‘Cinderella’: 


Better’ Than Ever 





-ASKI ¢ 


circus has been | 

ars without iresh | 

«, going in for pro- | 

en the lack. For 1947 | 

cually new show what | 
mported from Europe and 
son financially may top that 
claimed to have set a 


last 
|, because in addition the pro- 
duction end of the Ringling, Barnum 
& Bailey show is just as glittering as 


vear, 


recora 


during the war years. 

\round the front office it’s pointed 
out that the prices have not been 
tilted, yet at six bucks top, that’s 
nothing to brag about and may af- 
fect business. Opening night at Mad- 


ison Square Garden, N. Y., last Wed- 
nesday (9), attendance was good but 
not exceptional and the top shelf 
was virtually a sea of empty seats. 
Next afternoon the place was packed 
to the girders and had the big top 
arrived for Holy Week it would have 
goiten a running start. As it is, RBB 
missed the first three days of Easter 
Week. Season of 32 days (finale May 


11) shorter than usual, and it’s 
just as week judging by spotty at- 
tendance early this week. 

John Ringling North, who took 
over the performance end of the 


show just after it opened last season 
through 


and came back with most favorable 
results, Few familiars are in the 
rings, platforms or in the air but the 
first night was somewhat ragged 
mostly because some of the foreign 
turns having arrived only a day or 
two before the show opened. At least 
one was on time but the equipment 
was delayed in transit, while another 
k:y performer failed to get a visa. 

Nerviest femme newcomer is Rose 
Gould, raven haired aerialist from 
France. Working high over the cen- 
ter ring with two men on a sus- 
pended grid, she drops to a trap held 


by them. If she miss¢s, its curtains | 


‘(Continued on page 48) 


WINCHELL BARES START 
OF RUNYON MERAR,,\! 


In making fort «1 
Wednesday (9) a. 
tailery session al 
N. Y.. of the initial 
the American Canc 
ter Winchell reveale 
remark by Damon F 
the former's now e 
campaign for a R 
Fund The late ne 
thor had remarked : 
crulsing around in 
(chasing police calls fo. t 
tissement) that he (Re : 
long been struck by the 
Ben Piazza {the RKO Pict 
ing director] in remembe.. 
laie Paul Armstrong, the play: 
with an annual obit ad in 
Then Runyon threw 
Winchell a line, “Oh well, the most 





Ringling family manipula- | 
went abroad on a talent hunt | 


away to) 


Sports Shorts 

Bert Lytell, the fighter, won 
at St. Nicholas arena, N. Y., last 
week and Bert Lytell, the actor, 
listened to the radio reporting 
of the contest. After the match 
the boxing Bert over the mike 
said he liked the name of Lytell 
and so did his mother, which is 


why he adopted the moniker. 
Scrapper also mentioned that 
publicity given his win would 
help actor Lytell. Latter pic- 


tured the colored pug as a sleek 
mulatto but after the fight his 
hair looked like a fright wig. 
Incidentally when on_ the 
Coast, some. years ago, the 
thespic Lytell feil for a horse- 
naming racket when an also-ran 
nag, entered at Aqua Caliente, 
was so named in his “honor”— 


for a complimentary fee of 
$500. He later found out that 
the track clippers § always 


changed the horse’s tag for any 
actor for the same donation. It 
wasn't long before this became 
an unpopular gag around Holly- 
wood. 

Engine trouble caused the 125- 
foot auxiliary schooner Swift, 
’owned by James Cagney, to send 
out a distress signal to the Coast 
} Guard off Dana Point, San 
Diego, Wed. (9). Actor, who was 

abroad, and crew passed the 

night waiting for .rescuers. 


} 


i When the Brooklyn Dodgers 
played the Yankees in a ‘pre- 


| season ball game last Thursday 

(10) there were 24,000 fans at 

| Ebbets Field, an estimated 14,000 

| being’ Negroes. That’s the day 

Branch Rickey announced that 

Jackie Robinson had been signed 

.* oa é xigers, he being the 

fi lored ballplayer in the 
gue 

nilco’s “Bingsday” 

Pittsburgh Pirates 

:.8), opening home 

am, in honor of 

y will be there for 

».ding moral support 

le as co-owner and 





+ 4 erie: 


avs!» ss Campaign 








252nd WEEK ! 
= =y —_ 
KEN MURRAY’S 
“BLACKOUTS OF 1947” 

E! Capitan Theatre, Hollywood, Cal. 

“It’s terrific, it's sgigantic, its 
colossal. soy, what a show!” 


JIMMY DURANTE. 


WB WANT DANNY KAYE 
FOR MUSICAL ‘HORSE’ 


Hollywood, April 15. 

After winding up his last commit- 
ment to Samuel Goldwyn, Danny 
Kaye may be nabbed by Warner 
Bros. who want him for the musical 
version of “Three Men On a Horse.” 
If Kaye okays deal, film will be shot 
in Technicolor. According to previ- 
ous reports, Kaye was set to star in 
RKO’s picturization of George Pa- 
pashvilli’s book, “Anything Can 
Happen,” but that’s unlikely now. 

Warners’ production of “Three 
Men On a Horse” will mark the 
fourth version of the comedy in both 
the legit and screen media. Original 
Broadway hit was done with Sam 
Levene and Teddy Hart with the 
Marx Bros, starring in the straight 
screen adaptation. Legit musical 
version of the comedy was titled 
“Banjo Eyes’ with Eddie Cantor 
heading cast. 


21-Year-Old Peter Brook 
Debuts Stratford Fest 


Stratford-on-Avon, April 5. 

The annual Shakespeare Festival 
at the Memorial theatre opened here 
tonight—a rainy Easter Saturday— 
with a color-drenched, vigorous pro- 
duction of the Bard’s “Romeo and 
Juliet,” directed by 21-year-old 
prodigy Peter Brook. Thanks to a 














Vs. ‘“ atra as Result 


| OL Affaire Mortimer 


termath of the Frank Sinatra- 
e Mortimer brawt in_ Ciro’s, 
oiywood nitery, last week, is the 


tearst piess’ vendetta against the 
rooner for slugging its N. Y. Mir- 
or film and nitery columnist. Be- 
«jes playing up Mortimer’s version 

the fight, in which he claims 
omeone held his arms while Sinatra 
socked him, the Hearst papers have 
dug up every detail in Sinatra’s life 
that’s damaging or could be made to 


I can ever wish for, I guess, is that appear so. 
someone will remember me once in Spearheading the attack, the N. Y. 
awhile.” | Daily Mirror has been headlining 
Winchell thus disclosed at the 250G | Sinatra's alleged association with 
presentation ceremony that Runyon’s |Communist fronts and underworld 
greatness was thus manifested with toughies. Report that the House 
this modest hope, and so the Runyon | subcommittee was calling up Sinatra 
Cancer Memorial Fund was born. as witness in its investigation of Red 
Brigadier-General John Reéd Kil-| influence in Hollywood was that 
patrick, general chairman of the! much more grist in their mill. The 
N. Y. City campaign, among other Mirror also has been playing up the 
national officials of the American | revocation of* Sinatra’s gun license 
Cancer Society, medicos, et al.,| in California as well as a series of 
kudosed Winchell for his dynamic | insinuating reports about Sinatra’s 
spark-plugging of the Runyon wing | visit to the Fischetti brothers, 
for the Memorial hospital, N. Y.,| cousins of the late Al Capone, dur- 
where the late writer was so long! ing a recent visit to Florida. 


a patient. — 
Winchell revealed that there was 


over $300,000 in the till; that all sorts 
of gala benefit shows, sports events, | 
the | 


regularly endowed funds for 
Runyon Memorial were in work. 
One of these was a potential $1,050- 
000 gate which Los Angeles Ex- 
aminer sports writer Vincent Fla- 
herty visualized for some time in 
the fall at the 105,000-capacity L. A. 
Coliseum, to include a Bob Hove- 
emeeea all-siar show, alternating 


with an exhibition pro football game | 


between the L. A. Dons and the N. Y. 
Yankees. 


} 
Dan Parker, N. Y. Mirror sports | 
editor, is president of the Runyon | 


Fund. with Winchell treasurer and 
Leo Lindy, the restaurateur, secre- 
tary. One proviso calls for free care 
for bonafide newspapermen stricken 
with cancer in the Runyon Memoriat 
Wing and in other Runyon Memo- 
rial Wings possibly to be endowed at 
the new University of Chicago's 
Cancer hospital, on the Coast. in 
the seuth, and southwest. 


| Meanwhile, Sinatra has been 
| Sticking to his side of the story 
about the Ciro fracas in which he 
contends Mortimer called him 
|abusive names. Fact that Sinatra 
'as well as the radio serial, “Super- 


Council Against Intolerance’ in 
America last Sunday (13) was not 
reported by the Hearst press, 

Other facets of the press have 
rallied on Sinatra’s side just as 
vociferously. 





Greenwood Returns 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Charlotte Greenwood returns to 
the screen as one of the stars in 
“Driftwood,” which goes into work 
May 10 at Republic with Allan 

Dwan as_ producer and director. 
Previously signed for the picture 
were Walter Brennan, Ruth Warrick, 

' Natalie Woods and Dean Jagger. 


man,” were granted awards by the | 


magnificent performance by Paul 
| Scofield as Mercutio, and dazzling 
;} sets and costumes by Rolf Gerard, 
there was a feeling of southern heat 
and passion throughout the evening. 
Brook has a healthy lack of respect 
for Shakespearean tradition, and at- 
tacks the play from a new angle: 
Romeo and his lady are two children 
in love, caught in tragic external 
circumstances. Alas, Laurence 
Payne is an undersized, flyweight 
Romeo, and Daphne Slater, 18, and 
“appearing by permission of Herbert 
Wilcox,” is little more than a com- 
petent highschool girl trying to play 
Juliet, and thus the two central 
characters of the great romantic 
drama dwindle into insignificance. 
It is “Romeo and Juliet” without 
the lovers, in fact—it is “Romeo and 
Juliet” without love. 

The Festival, which lasts until 
September, and is drawing custom- 
ers from all parts of the globe, in- 
cludes three productions from last 
season: Marlowe’s “Doctor Faustus,” 
“Measure for Measure” and “Love's 
Labour’s Lost.” The Birthday Play, 
April 23, will be “Twelfth Night” 
with Beatrix Lehmann, Michael 
Golden, Paul Scofield, produced by 
Walter Hudd. Later on, “The Tem- 
pest,” “Richard II,” “Pericles” and 
“The Merchant of Venice” will be 
presented. 


, Friars Reciprocity 
Hollywood, April 15. 

Hands across the continent were 
| extended by the Friars Clubs of New 
| York and Hollywood, through an 
arrangement made by Harry Suber 
'of the Manhattan group with the 
Coast board of governors. 

Visiting Friars, east or west, will 
be granted sixmonth guest member- 
ships. 











Sulkies at H’wood Park 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Trotters and pacers crowded the 
gallopers off the track at Hollywood 
Park and will pull their sulkies 
'there for 27 days under auspices of 
the Western Harness Racing Asso- 
| ciation. 
| Bernard Kearney. general 
ager of the meet, announced a total 
‘of $416,006 in purses. 








Split Copyright Ownership Test 
Case On ‘Baby’ Affects All Show Biz 





My Favorite Story 

My favorite story concerns 
my favorite person, James 
(Nozzle-Nose) Durante. I had 
brought him a hunk of script 
for that week’s program and 
Jim was reading it over for the 
first time. One of the lines 
went, “I shall endeavor to do so, 
Junior’—only Jim pronounced 
it “endeever.” And I said, “Jim, 
don’t mispronounce that word, 


it'll louse up the joke. Say it 
right — say ‘endeavor’...” His 
eyes bugged out of his head, 


and he said, “Is that endeavor?” 

..And pointing to the script, 
he turned to Eddie Jackson and 
said, “Hey, Jackson! Come, 
look at endeavor!” 

Along the same lines, at a 
later date, I corrected him again 
on the pronunciation of some 
word, and he said, “Go ahead— 
educate me and we'll both be 
out of a job!” 

Garry Moore. 


Musical ‘Pride’ Rounds 
Out Judy Garland’s 4th 
2 Years in M-G Lineup 


Hollywood, April 15. 

No unemployment is in sight for 
| Judy Garland who currently is defi- 
nitely set for stellar roles in four 
future productions on the Metro lot. 
Currently she’s in work on “The 
Pirate,” co-starring Gene Kelly, 
based on the S. N. Behrman play in 
which Alfred Lunt and Lynn Fon- 
taine appeared for the Theatre 
Guild. Cole Porter did that score. 

Playing part of an artists’ model 
in Greenwich Village, Miss Garland’s 
next will be the lead‘ in “Easter Pa- 
rade,” with Kelly, in role of vaude- 
villian, again opposite her. Irving 
Berlin is scoring the film with six 
or seven of his oldies and a few 
originals, script being written by Al- 
bert Hackett and Francef# Goodrich. 
Guy Bolton originally was on it. 

Third film will be the screen ver- 
sion of “Annie Get Your Gun,” also 
a Berlin score, re-creating the Ethel 
Merman role. Miss Garland is also 
set fom a musical version of Jane 
Austen’s novel, “Pride and Preju- 
dice,” for which Metro producer 
Arthur Freed is ‘currently trying to 
get Richard Rodgers and Oscar 
Hammerstein 2d to write the score. 
Latter are expected to undertake 
chore as form of payoff to Metro for 
having released Jan Clayton from 
their legit musical, “Carousel,” for 
“Show Boat” which Metro financed 
to tune of $300,000. If team agrees 
they will start work after their lat- 
est show, “Allegro,” opens in Oc- 
tober. Vincente Minelli, Mrs. Gar- 
land’s husband, will direct “P&P.” 


French Relax Visas 
For Yankee Tourists 


Washington, April 15. 

Americans can now get tourist 
visas for France within three days. 
French, making a pitch for Ameri- 
can dollars during the summer vaca- 
tion season, are easing restrictions 
to the extent of making the visas 
valid for a full year and entitling 
the holder to as many entries into 
France as he desires. 

Only gimmick is that no stay shall 
be for more than three months and 
thet no business activity is per- 
mitted on the tourist visas. 
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|picture industry as a mass circula- 
tion medium, he said it looked for 
truth instead of propaganda. He said: 
“I think the best propaganda is no 
propaganda at all.” He contrasted 


sia where they have a ministry of 
cinematography with a cabinet status 
to see that the Russian people view 
“the right films.” He said that in 
some sections of Russia, food ration 
cards are withheld until the popula- 


tion see ‘he required propaganda 
= 





_Digressing from film industry ac- | 
tivities. Johnston lashed out at the | 
abroad by , 


speeches being made 
Henry A. Wallace. Comparing Wal- 


» favor. 


his opinion with the attitude in Rus- | 


+ Right of a co-owner in a copy. 


right—be. it a song, play, film or 
novel—to compel his partner to de. 
clare him im on proceeds of its sale 
or licensing is currently being 
weighed by Federal Judge John 
Bright in N. ¥. The basic show pig 
question now posed to the court in 
suit of Shapiro, Bernstein & (Co, 
against Jerry Vogel Music Co. over 
rights to the oldtime hit tune, “my 
Melancholy Baby,” has never been 
directly passed on by the Federal 
courts, legalites in the suit say, ang 


the chances are good that it'll ride 
as high as the U..S. Supreme Court. 

Judge Bright’s consideration of 
the puzzler follows recent directions 
of the Federal circuit court that he 


mull over the pros and cons. In 
response to a move for clarification, 
the three-judge court said: “The 
question of whether one or two joint 
owners of a copyright can have an 
accounting against the other merely 
because the other has used the copy- 
right was never discussed in the 
argument of the appeal. It is a com- 
plex and difficult question which we 
do not wish to determine without 
benefit of an opinion by the district 
court.” 

‘In the current “Melancholy” case, 
it’s a question of one party writing 
the lyrics and the other, the music. 
Because of the obscurity of the law 
on the point, tunesmiths and play- 
wrights have been particularly 
harassed, it’s said, when a copyright 
| comes up for renewal after 28 years, 
By then, it’s noted, more times than 
not the original owners no longer 
hold the copyright and the relation. 
ship of trust between collaborators 
has ceased to be an element 

Never OK’d by U. S. Court 

Under patent law, show biz law- 
yers say, one joint owner can sell 
without the other. The N. Y. State 
court, as far back as 1874 ‘Carter 
vs. Bailey) ruled that copyright 
regulations were similar but the 
Federal benchsitters haven't see- 
onded that decision.~ 

Should the present suit be decided 
that way, there’ll be no question 
that a co-owner can sell or license; 
take the coin for the deal and leave 
his partner in the cold. “Melan- 
choly” action has already travelled 
to the circuit court once when the 
three judges ruled that Shapiro, 
Bernstein and Vogel were co-part- 
ners of the copyright. Question now 
presented squarely is whether that 
means one will have to account to 
the other for profits. Among or- 
ganizations vitally interested in the 
suit is the Songwriters Protective 
Assn. 

Milton Rosenbloom, of O'Brien, 
Driscoll, Raftery & Lawler, is 
handling Vogel’s end while House, 
Grossman, Vorhaus & Hemley rep- 
resents Shapiro-Bernstein. 


LENA HORNE SET FOR 
COPA, N.Y., AT $6,500 


Lena Horne has been set for the 
Copacabana, N. Y., at $6,500 weekly, 
} some time in July or August. She'll 
| go into the cafe upon completion of 
| her date at the Capitol theatre, N. Y. 

Miss Horne was originally slated 
| to go into the Cap June 5, but the- 
atre will drop stageshows that date 
because of first N. Y. run of David 
O. Selznick’s “Duel in the Sun, 
which will day and date with Loew 
nabe houses throughout the city. 

Singer will go in with George 
Paxton’s band at the theatre, at , 
date tentatively set for the first 
| week in July. 


| Trenet, Carrillo Pacted For 


| May Dates at State, N. Y. 


Charles Trenet, French chanteur, 
will play his first major vaucde date 
jin the U. S. at Loew's State N. Y., 
starting May 15. Singer recently 
| completed an engagement at the 
Embassy, N. Y. 

Trenet, who recently switched 
from the William Morris agency to 
the A. & S. Lyons office, is being 
submitted for other vaudcers. 

State has also set Leo Carrillo. cur- 
rent at La Martinique. N. Y.. start- 
ing May 22. 


| 
| 
| ee 
| 




















ONE-KISS FRANKIE? 
Hollywood, April 15. 


Metro assigned Laslo Benedek as 
Sinatra- 


man- lace and Aaron Burr, Johnston said , K'ssing Bandit.” 
jthe comparison was in the latter's | 


director of the Frank . 
Kathryn Grayson co-starrer. “The 
Picture goes into work May 5, 


| with Joe Pasternak as producer. 
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Studios Have 189-Film Backlog: 


INDIE PRODS’ MONEYMOON OVER | 





‘LOWEST T AVERAGE. rice-Minded Public Cues Admish 
Cut to $1.50 Top for Chaplin in N.Y. 


Paramount's 23 Heads the List’ N LAST 9-4 VF ARS 


Hollywood, April15. * 


Roundup of completed pictures in 
Hollywood studio vaults shows a 


total backlog of 189, the biggest in | 
With longer runs | 
in effect and the same policy sched- | Abbott 
future, the chances of | 
production | two 


more than a year. 


uled for the 
any rush of 
this year are 

Heading 
mount, with 23, including the Pine- 
Thomas contributions, “Albu- 
querque,” “Fear in the Night,” “Jun- 


increased 
slim. 





the backlog list is Para- } 








New A-C Contract 


Hollywood, April 15 
and Costello are set for | 
1 deal, | 


annually for 


new Universal-Internation: 
pictures 


three | 


years. | 
Pact is effective at conclusion of 
current contract, about 10 weeks 


after winding up “Wistful Widow of 
Wagon Gap.” 





























| both domestically 


| number 


| currently 


With financial backing getting i: 


creasingly difficult to obtain and the 


uncertainties 
and abroad, indie 
production has fallen to the lowest 


film industry beset by 


|ebb of the past three or four years. | 


Coincidentally, there are a large! 
of distrib outlets for indie 
production than at any time in the 
past. 
Schedules show only 


in work that are being 


three films | 





Gable’s One a Year 


Hollywood, April 15 
Clark Gable’s working schedule 
through 1949 at Metro will consist 


of three pictures at the 
per year 
On this 
| Hucksters,” 
| followed by 


rate of one 
year’s program is “The 
currently in work, to be 
a four-month vacation, 


i“The Homecoming of Ulysses” will 























Public’s price-conscious stance was 
ifurther verified this week when 
| United Artists, paralleling the course 
ltaken by Sam Goldwyn for “Best 
!Years,.” slashed its scale for Charles 
Chaplin’s “Monsieur Verdoux” from 
the pic’s Friday (11) opening prices 
At the same time, UA erased the 


250-seat reserved section of the mez- 
zanine which carried a $2.40 evening 
l}tag and a $1.80 nick for matinees. 
Goldwyn had cut his $2.40 top to 
$1.80 when the public 


















































Say Gikinanite Witte refused to go 
gle Flight,” “Danger Street,” “Ad- | re made fully independently. They are | pe ra ~! vig 249. Abgel's Flight for the higher rate. Other straws in 
venture Island” and “I Cover Big Seymour Nebenzal’s “Atlantis” for Gentleman” in 194 | the wind which indicate that Broad- 
Town: Cecil B. DeMille’s “Uncon- Se P| R k United Artists release, Enterprise’s a | way operators know that the public's 
quered”; Crosby-Hope Productions’ ars ans all “They Passed This Way” (Harry | thinking in numbers is recent stress 
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t Second in the parade is Metro! this week for the third time his | promoters than producers—will un- | Washington, April 15 $2.40 respectively. UA sole that 
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it Rosy Ridge,” “Summer Holiday,’ | George Ornstein, recently named his ‘e val national Trade Conference in Geneva | applied to general admissions, 
“Unfinished D _” “My Brother wtih: naga apis Tr pllemer New Crop Aborning and to continue the European tow “e maneeumeamees 
° eer = y ROCHOr | aentstent, Maners requiring Sears Out of the transition period is ex-| which was cut short by his illness 
be (Continued on page 18) attention in New York include] pected to emerge a group of solid} jn London last fall Explaining at a | WAKEMAN’S L 
4 ~ er eer egg > of , release plans on | indies with the qualities of pro-| press conference here Sundav (13) EASING 
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P- Waldorf-Astoria, N. Y. Artists presidency, although any | may be resumed later this year. Blitzstein’s iia sent oi ge be published by Rinehart in the fall 
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of the picture industry, Government culmination. Most that could be | “nothing to it.” but plans were dis-| when Franz Waxman will conduct. with a theatrical background. 
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0 have been principal speaker, will be | with a UA board member adding: |those once made for Warners by |seasons ago by Leonard Bernstein | 
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Press ‘Wolves’ Yap at Chaplin's 
Politics, But Get Little of His Hide 


By HERB GOLDEN 


Charles Chaplin emerged with 
surprisingly ‘few scratches from ibe 
session Monday (14) afternoon in 
which, as he put it, he threw him- 





Welles’ $5,000 Payoff 


Queried concerning a report 
that Orson Welles was burned 





self “to the wolves.” The former| because he «id not get screen 
} - $ - ” 

tramp comedian—against the strong| credit on “Monsieur Verdoux,’ 

@bjections of United Artists flacks Charles Chaplin Monday (14) 

—held a mass press interview at| declared’ he had written every 

which he offered to answer any and line himself. 

all questions He explained, however, that 


Welles had originally suggested 
the idea of his playing a “Blue- 


As anticipated, his inquisitors 
showed little interest in his new pic- | 


jure “Monsieur Verdoux” or his| beard” character and had ‘Te 
plans, but- concentrated on his al- | ceived $5,000 for the conception. 
leged Communist sympathies, his 








failure to become an American citi- 


anne 
zen after 30 years’ residence in the | 
United States, and his lack of pub- | I 4 
licized activities on behalf of the 
war effort. ' 
M N Y 
aytair, N. Y. 


Although signs Of ex- 
Harry Brandt has_ boosted his 


treme before what 
seemed like a rather weak and ob- 

string of houses in the Times Sq. 
area to an even dozen with the leas- 


showing | 
vious line of questioning, Chaplin | 
) 
| ing of the Mayfair, it was disclosed 


nervousness 


came through with answers—often 
equivocal—that gave even the 
Hearst, Scripps-Howard and Patter- 


son boys little leeway for finger- 

pointing as was evidenced by a yesterday (Tues.). Brandt theatres 
stories in vesterday’s (Tuesday) | tak over operation of the house, 
papers. Even such professional located at 7th avenue and 47th 


Commie-baiters as the Hearst Jour- | Street May 1 when Loew’s steps out 
nal-American’s Howard Rushmore | of control. Loew's had operated the 
(who used to be on the Daily Worker | Mayfair since June 10, 1935, as a sub- 
himself) evolved nothing more than sequent run under lease from Wal- 
e rather tame story. ter Reade. tI leased the house to 

Rather inflated attention centered | Brandt presumably because it feels 
on the interview was evident in that |S 20 longer necessary to operate a 
74 reporters and photogs, represent- second rent house so close to its 
ing everything from the Worker to 
Australian News Service turned up. 
WNEW, N. Y., recorded the 50 min- 
utes of give-and-take and rebroad- 
cast it later in the day. Session was 
held in a private dining room of the 
Gotham hotel, Chaplin having come 
east the previous week for the open- 
ing of “Verdoux” at the Broadway | 
theatre Friday (11) night. 

Prepared ‘Interviewers’ 

Fireworks were started early by 
James W. Fay, who claimed to rep- 
resent The Catholic War Veteran, a 
publication, and is New York County 
commander of the Catholic War Vet- 
erans. He read from a prepared 
script what bore considerably more 
resemblance to a speech than ques- 
tions, castigating Chaplin’s record. 
Later in the stanza, James Agee, 
motion picture editor of Time fag, 
reversed the procedure by deliver- 
_ing an equally speech-iike question 
in Chaplin’s defense. 

Querying produced an unequivocal 
“No!” from Chaplin to the question, 
“Are you a Communist?”’. Next fla : : 

: 4s . ; gship house until at least the end 
tliat Sth Sine chica \of May. “Duel” is slated to open at 
reply, Chaplin stating: “During the the Capitol May 7 and, although its 
war I was sympathetic with the Rus- stay at the house is dependent on a 
sinans who were holding the front. I control figure, the amount of inter- 
believe we owe her thanks and in |©%* Semerated in the film via the re- 
that sense I was sympathetic.” cent censorship squabble is expected 

Chaplin insisted he was an inter- |‘ Jead to an extended run. 
Nacionalist, thus had not become an Metro, mesnwhlle, wi . probably 
American citizen: that he was a be- book its first run product into either 
Hever in mo. apet of politics, had the State | or Criterion until _after 
never voted and was a member of Duel finishes its run. Top picture 
no political party; and that his |°" M-G's release schedule for May 
ideology consisted of a defense of j'® High Barbaree,” Van Johnston- 
“the littl man—his right to have aq {June Allyson starter, which could go 
cast ever tile tdad and ts werk ona |@ the Criterion, but Metro execs 
sites’ tante™ may decide to hold it for a Capitol 

Asked to be specific about his war ———— 


‘Continued on page 20) Col.’s $1.06 Divvy 


GODFREY PANS HIS share bas been declared by Outen 
SPONSOR'S (PAR) PIC 


bia’s board of directors on the com- 
pany’s $425 cumulative preferred 

Here's sponsorship in reverse! stock 
Paramount's “My Favorite Brunette,” 


the Bob Hope starrer, was side- 


itol, State and Criterion). 


Mayfair is the second Broadway 
showcase which Metro has dropped 
in the last couple of years. Com- 
pany was edged out of the Astor 
when Sam Goldwyn and David QO. 
Selznick snared the lease. Its con- 
trol of the Criterion was also threat- 
ened for a time when the owner, 
the Bond Clothing interests, pon- 
dered construction of a new build- 
ing. 

It's reported that Brandt wants to 
convert the Mayfair to a plush first- 
run hense. When first built, the 
Mayt: was premier theatre in 
the mozda belt. Brandt's other 11 
theatres in the Times Sq. sector are 
the Globe, Gotham, Republic, New 
York, Pix, Selwyn, Apollo, Victory, 
Times Sq., Liberty and Lyric. 

Metro Minus Flagship Freicm 

With David O. Seiznick’s “Duel in 
the Sun” scheduled to follew the 
current “Smashup” (Universal) into 
ithe Capitol, N.Y., Metro for the first 
time in years will be without. its 


























Divvy is payable May 15 to stock- 
holders of record May 1. 











GEORGE GIVOT 


Burton in VARIETY said “Always 





a smooth performer ... number of 
clicko stories . . . fine singing voice 
. surefire for old and new patron- 
age... new ingredient should place 
him in front rank consideration as 
singing star for stage and screen 
,a fine showman.” 


LOEW'S STATE, NEW YORK 
WEEK APRIL 24 


_ 


Ben Goetz Getting Okay 
For M-G Moppets O’Brien, 
Jarman to Work in Eng. 


Ben Goetz, Metro production chief 
| in England, who returned to London 
| last week aboard the Queen Eliza- 








‘ 


|in about six weeks to map out final 
plans with homeoffice and studic 
officials for the resumption of Brit- 
ish production. Metro executive 
producer E. J. Mannix, who had 
participated in huddles with Goetz 
and company prexy Nicholas M. 
| Schenck in New York last week, 
| meanwhile, has returned to the stu- 
| dio. 

During his current stay in Eng- 
land, Goetz is expected to seek per- 
| mission from the British government 
to allow moppets Margaret O’Brien 
and Claude Jarman, Jr., to work in 
|The Secret Garden” in that coun- 
|try. Present English child labor 
laws would prohibit the duo from 
working there. “Garden” is tenta- 
| tively scheduled as the first Metro 
| film to be shot in England since be- 
| fore the war. 


‘NY. AND D.C. MEETS ON 
STUDIO LABOR SNARL 


Meetings in Washington and New 
{York last week of company prexies 
‘and Motion Picture Assn. officials 
| was an effort to find a solution to 
the long-drawn-out Hollywood strike 
/of units of the Conference of Studio 
Unions, it has been learned. There 
were no results arrived at. 

N. Peter Rathvon, RKO prez, and 
Charles Boren, recently named MPA 
labor contact, came east for the 
meetings. They were held with Eric 
Johnston in Washington when Rath- 
|}von, Paramount chieftain Barney 
| Balaban, and Metro president Nick 
| Schenck went to the capital to in- 
| vite the President to the MPA’s 
'anniversary dinner, and were con- 
) tinued in New York later in the 
| week. 














Dick Powell Stil!) Hosped 
Hollywood, April 15. 
Dick Powell, still hospitalized for 
penicillin poisoning, won't be out 
for at least a week, postponing re- 
sumption of “Assigned to Treasury.” 





swiped this week in a running fire 
of criticism from Arthur Godfrey, 
early morning radio commeniator 
over WCBS. Panning of “Brunette” 
hes the never-never touch because 
Godfrey is partly sponsored by 
Paramount and has been for the past | 
few years. The radio gabber’s switch | indicated in the last column. 
from pat to slap hasn't got Par wor- 
ried, company spokesman said, and 





| of years.) 


there's no move afoot to yank na No. of RKO’s 
contract. | Coe., City or State Houses ‘> Int. 
Godfrey in his spiel on the Para- | Butterfield Cireuit, Mich........ 72 ” 
mount theatre, where “Brunette” is (VQ) j,"°  Michieen Then oo 
currently playing, is telling the folks | Trenton-New Brunswick ‘The- ‘ 
that “there's a great stage show at | ives Co.. Trenton. NF F = 


the house and you bave a wonderful | aires Co., New RBrunewiek, 
; j N. J Maisée Pp . 3 io 

lounge in the lobby to sit out the it: Winasies ‘dua teow. ate 

picture.* In even harder language, 


ity Pry rity : 1 tl 
Godfrey has said that “client or no | Lexington Ave. ‘Thenive & 
li th icture’s t rrible ” Realiv, New York «its 1 fae 
chent, S gevures ; | Palace Thestre, New York City. 1 mn 
It's the first film Par has put out | s.K.0. Operating Ce., Sy ra- as 
that the commentator has grilled in | «st. N. ¥....-- screteceee @ sas 
. ‘ : : . 'inited Theatres Ce., Cincimnat: 1 LB 
his several years’ service. Sighting |; yited Thentres Co., Indionapolix 1 1% 
through their rose-tinted lens, Par’s | man) Tisentres, cm inns i ‘ : rw 
¥ : * aa | RKO Theatre feneon, N. a 
flacks opine that Godfrey's praise Of | jc() pientres. Columbus, O.... 2 
future opuses will carry all the more | 2KO Theatres, Columbus, O.... 1 
conviction with his listeners by rea- ae see Greets Besos =— , and 
son of the current lambasting. ‘RKO Theatres, Queens, N. Xe... 1 66 


> 


RKO Theatres Owned Less Than 95%, 


RKO’'s theatres which fall within the partial divorcement section of the 
anti-trust decree are listed here. Percentage of interest held by RKO is 
(There may be a number of minor changes 
in RKO’'s theatre siatus since analysis of the heldings dates back a number 





‘WB Loses New Hearing 
Plea in Joan Leslie Case 
Los Angeles, April 15. 
petition for rehearing 
of the Joan Leslie contract suit was 
| turned down by the district court of 
| appeals and will be carried to the 
| Califorhia supreme court 
Meanwhile, actress has sestablished 


| Warners’ 
{ 


' headquarters on the General Service 


*\ Jot for her new indie company, | 
33 Culver Productions, to prepare for | 
“Rich Gir!) 


her first production, 
| Makes Good.” 


RKO Likely to Pull 


Out of Butterfield 


And Concentrate on 24 Other Theatres 


- 





RKO No. 4 in Analysis 


Analysis of RKO’s thesaire 
standing under the partial di- 
vorcement proviso of the anti- 
trust decree is No, 4 in a series 
devoted to the Big Five. While 
the final word on whether that 
provision will become law is yet 
to be handed down by the U, S. 
Supreme Court, all theatre-own- 
ing companies are already shap- 
ing their fiscal policies to meet 
that contingency. 

Variety has already printed a 
breakdown of Paramount, 20th- 
Fox and Loew’s theatre hold- 
ings. Next week Warners. 











'4-Ply Scramble 
For Carta’ Tag 


Fourth title dispute in as many 
weeks has broken out with Warner 
| Bros.’ claim that it owns the handle, 
| “The Iron Curtain.” According to 
Jack L. Warner, studio has 
j}secretly working on a_ screenplay 
| under that label since it registered 


been 


jit with the Motion Picture Assn. Jan. | 


|7, 1946. Apparently it was too much 


three other Broadway theatres (Cap- beth, is expected back in the U. S. |of a secret, because the MPA Title 


| Registration ,Bureau in New York 
has a letter from WB, dated March, 
1946, in which it voluntarily 
drew claim to the moniker. 
Tempest was stirred when Darryl 
F. Zanuck last week announced he 
was making a picture under the 
title. However, Columbia, which 
hasn't said a word in the dispiite be- 
tween WB and 20th-Fox, is owner 
of the label, according to MPA 
records. It registered it in Decem- 
ber, 1946. Zanuck didn’t officially 
put in his claim to the MPA until 
last Thursday (10). WB followed the 
next day by reinstating its registra- 
tion, but, according to MPA rules, it 
must go behind Col. and 20th. 
WB's letter last March gave no 
reason for withdrawal of its claim. 
However, each company is allowed 
to hold only 100 original titles and 
it is often routine to cancel some in 


order to get others in under the 
maximum clause. 
The Zanuck announcement ex- 


plained that “The Iron Curtain,” 
aimed against Communistic activi- 
ties, had been inspired by a speech 
by J. Edgar Hoover, FBI chief, be- 


(Continued on page 20) 


L. A. to N. Y. 
Benedict Bogeaus 
Karen Booth 
Allen Boretz . . 
Carol Brandt 
Jerry Bresler 
Roy Brewer 
Gene Fowler 
Michael Gordon 
Noel Gurney 
Tom Harmon 
Ben Hecht 
Burl Ives 
Garson Kanin 
Patricia Marmount 
Bill Miller 
Walter Mirisch 
Richard Ney 
Paul Osborn 
Quentin Reynolds 
David Rose 
Artur Rubinstein 
Phil Schener 
Walter Seltzer 
Frank Sinatra 
Milton Sperling 
Barry Sullivan 
Magnar White 
Ted Wich 
I. A. R. Wylie 


N. Y. to & A. 
Bill Blowitz 
Bill Danzinger . 
Lynn Farnol 
Frederick Fox 
George Lait 
Milton Pickman 
Monte Proser 
Louis Schonceit 
C. J. Scollard 
Jack W.- Votion 








Ben Washer 
Robert S. Wolff 
Charles Yates 


Europe to N. Y. 
Adrienne Allen 
Al Daff 
Mr. and Mre. Joe Seidelman 
George Weltner 


with- | 


+ Indications are strong that RKO 
will haul out from its fractional 
holdings in the Butterfield circuit 
should partial divorcement win 
U. 8S. Supreme Court sanction. By 
| cutting the ties on 89 Butterfield 
peeuses, the company will have rigged 
'a financial springboard to gather in 
ithe 24 other theatres in which it has 
lan interest currently subject to the 
|anti-trust decree’s strictures against 
co-ownership. As for its New York 
City standing, RKO comes through 
| virtually unscathed since only three 
| flickeries (including its Palace show- 
lcase) are less than 95% held in the 
| metropolitan chain of 33 houses 

| Reportedly, RKO officials are 
janxious to take full possession of 
jeight Trenton-New Brunswick the- 
atres. The company’s 50% present 
equity has an RKO capital invest- 
ment of $383,000 but that’s at an 
evaluation made during depression 


j}days. With inflated values now in 
existence, the corresponding half- 
interest held outside the company is 
estimated at close, to triple that 
mark, 

If RKO does drop its Butterfield 
stake for hard cash, its take from 


|those theatres would go a long way 
towards picking up the 24 other 
houses. Its depression interest of 
10% in 72 theatres is on the books 
for $2,538,000 while its 33‘. share 
of 17 Butterfield Michigan houses 
‘has a pre-war evaluation of $454.800. 
| Multiplied by 2%, as most property 
lis in the current lush period, RKO 
|should be able to sell out for 
| thing close to $7,000,000. 


There’s been talk, it’s understood, 
at RKO board meetings that the 
| company must look around for ready 
|cash because of partial divorcement. 
| One of the prime necessities would 
| be to hold tight to the Palace, RKO's 
top New York house, in which the 
outfit now has a 51% slice. That 
jstake is a bookkeeping entry at 
, $197,000 but, then again, there's litile 
|doubt that the share is worth much 
more. 


some- 


Geoed Cash Pesition 

RKO’s ‘cash position has made 
| tremendous strides over the recent 
war years and its present borrowing 
| power is the highest yet enjoyed 
} since the fold into the Federal court 
\for reorganization. It started 1946 
| with $15,000,000 of money-in-she- 
|bank and Government bonds and a 
report showing a $13,000,000 profit 
\for 1946 or thereabouts is expected 
| Shortly. Consequently, the company 
/now has approximately $20,000,000 
}in ready liquid assets (exclusive of 
| inventory) and the drive for the two 
| dozen houses isn’t expected to place 
too great a strain on the RKO cof- 
fers. 


Aside from Michigan and New 
Jersey, the two keys where partial 
civercement hits hardest are Syra- 
cuse, N. Y., and Columbus, O. In 
the former, four RKO houses are 
50°. owned under the S. K. E. O. 
Operating Co., while in Columbus 
two are 55% held and one, 3314‘). 
Flexibility will be the rule in these 
iwo spots as in others in bargaining 
with partners, but there's iitile 
doubt that RKO will be on the pur- 
|chasing end unless sellout demands 
are in the exorbitant brackct. 


PICKMAN MAY BECOME 
GOLDSTONE AGCY. PARD 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Milton Pickman, assistant to pres- 
ident Harry Cohn at Columbia, may 
resign when his contract expires 
Sept. 1 ‘or earlier if it can be ar- 
ranged) to join the Nat C. Goldstone 
agency. Negotiations are now in 
progress, it is understood, which 
would give him a substantial interest 
in the business, partnered with 
George Willner and Charles Gold- 
| Stone, brother of Nat. Latter would 
| assume a chairman of the board po- 
| sition, similar to that of Jules C. 
Stein at Music Corp. of America. a!- 
lowing him more leeway without 
attending to details of day-to-diy 
operation of the agency. 

Pickman has been with Col since 
released from the Army in July, 
1945. Part of the time was spent as 
eastern studio rep, with the rest on 
the Coast as aide to Cohn. He has 
j had agency experience, having been 
| with MCA back in 1936, before iak- 
jing over management of Ted Lewis. 
| Tommy Dorsey, Larry Clinton, and 
Sayeed orchs and artists. 

Pickman is currently in New York 
on business while Cohn isnt due 
back from his Phoenix holiday tor 
another two weeks. 
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Boxscore on Majors Sales Plans 


With the deeree stay now one week old, up-to-the-moment stance 
by each of the majors on future sales practices is as follows: 
Columbia 
Company has continued to sell season’s product in most situations 
With the green light from its lawyers, will maintain 
block booking in almost all instances. 
Metro 


in one block. 





It will continue selling competitively in the 50 situations in which 


it's currently engaged in that practice. 


Doesh’t intend expanding the 


technique elsewhere pending decision by the U. 8. Supreme Court. 
Paramount 


Sales department huddles currently 


termine future ejuese. 


under way at the h.o. to de- 


ar sold competitively ih tough situations in 


the pre-stay period and indications are that it will continue to do so. 
RKO 


Will continue gellin 
has already launghed t 


pesca madd in the hot apnte in which RKO 
new technique. Sales confabs duzing the cur- 


rent week will | ecg a the future course otherwise. 


20th- 


Under the terms of the stay, 
decree except competitive selling. 


Fox 


20th must carry oyt all terms of the 


As to that section, company will 


use bid method in any situation where an exhib makes such a request, 


United 


Artists 


Company was —— with letters from exhibs asking for competi- 


tive biddin 
should be. 
intention to do so. 


and pughing thei 


own ideas of what competitive areas 
A has yet to use competitive selling and there’s no present 
radual start of new method is possible. 


Universal 


Company intends selling under 


old methods except where an ex- 


hibitor i ie right to bid for a film. In that instance, highest bid- 


der takes 


Warners 
Company is the only one of the Big Five to have laid off competitive 


selling to date. 
tribution untid 
now in effect, 


*s decision has 


he decree made a change mandatory. 
arners will not use the 


been to continue the old-type dis- 
With the stay 
id sales method. 





Damage Suits Inherent in Pre-Decree 
Sales, 20th Sez; Hence Modified Stay 


Majors who asked for, an 
week received, a stay in the changes 
f film selling procedure imposed by 
fre anti-trust decree, are only fooling 
themselves and postponing the in- 
evitable, according to a 20th-Fox 
spokesman this week. That’s the 
reason, he deelared, that 20th asked 
specifically for a stay om only two 
points, that on the mechanics of 
bompetitive bidding and the ban on 
the 1940 arbitration machinery, 


Twentieth broke away from the 
rest of the majors in petitioning for 
a modified stay, he said, beoause the 
gompany exeeutives believe they'll 
be laying themselves open to a raft 
of civil damage suits from exhibitors 
if they cperate away from the spirit 
of the anti-trust deeision, Opinion 
handed down by the three-man stat- 
utory court last June outlined what 
Was considered illegal im sales prac- 
tices, and the faet that the decree 
| ab ary have now been stayed 

oes not absolve the majors from 
charges of illegality. If they revert 
to their pre-deeree selling proced- 
ures, he averred, they'll still be 
guilty of violating anti-trust laws. 

Specifie provisions of the court’s 
Opinion that the other majors asked 
to have stayed were those termed il- 
legal and the U. S. Supreme Court 
hasn't said yet that the lower court 
was wrong, signifying those practices 
are still considered illegal. Supreme 
eourt, moreover, can only review 


(Continued on page 48) 
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WARNERS, UNIVERSAL 





. GOING STEADY AGAIN 


Warner Bros,’ ban of Universal 
ape faded out last week as the 

B theatre chain renewed large- 
scale bookings of U’s pix in all sit- 
uations. Lifting of the nix on fea- 
tures came one week after Warners 
restored Universal newsreels in the 
company’s theatres. The greenlight 
to company bookers in the field and 
ending of the tiff followed recon- 
Sideration of the original ukase by 
Warner's studio heads. 

Strained relations were originally 
based on a WB charge of studio 
raiding by U. It was negotiations 
by William Goetz, U's chief studio 
official, for Robert\ Buckner, 
pact with WB expires soon 
touched off the altercation. 

Warners’ differences with Eagle- 
Lion which also had originated in a 
Claimed studio foray were ironed 
out some time back. In that in- 


that 


Stance, WB resentment was over the | 


use of Joan Leslie in E-L’s “Repeat 
Performance.” Miss Leslie and | 
Warners are waging litigation over 


& disputed contract between the two. | 


last 





Amba, New Indie 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Amba Produetions, new indie film 
company, was formed here with 
Karl Galbraith as prexy, Frank 
Norris treasurer and Gordon W. Le- 





who’s | 


voy secretary. 


First film will be “On Your Way,” 


| based on a screenplay by Mary Mc- 
, Carthy. 


Release outlet is under 


negotiation. 





Show Biz Unions 


Wary of D.C.’s New 
Anti-Labor Bloc 


With anti-labor sentiment gaining 
momentum in Washiargton, film 
trade union leaders are glumly 
speculating on the future of their 
organizations if restrictive legisla- 
tion is passed. Like the labor move- 
ment in general, film trade unions 
stand to have their claws cut close 
by the wiping out of National Labor 
Relations Act, the general objective 
of the Congressional anti-labor bloc. 

Chief worry of the white collar 
unions in the field, the Screen Pub- 
licists Guild and the Screen Office 
& Professional Employees Guild, is 
the possible withdrawal of protec- 
tion to union members granted 
under the Wagner act. At present, 
active union members are safe- 
guarded against discrimination and 
dismissal exeept for legitimate cause, 
but repeal of the Wagner act, in the 
opinion of union exees, wil! leave 
their members wide open to all 
forms of retaliation. 

Outlawing of the closed shop is 
expected to drastically affect the 
International Alliance of Theatrical 
Stagehand Employees which has 


(Continued on page 20) 





Nasser Plans 2 Indies 


Hollywood, April 15. 
James Nasser, new proprietor of 
General Service, will produce pic- 
tures on his own, in addition to con- 
ducting a rental studio. His pro- 
| gram calls for two films annually, 
with Howard Estabrook 

screenplay the first, still untitled. 
Nasser will add a sound stage to 
the studio, making it possible to pro- 
| duce three pictures simultaneously. 
The current setup permits only two. 














| 


| distribs lies in 


IDS STAY DESPITE DECREE STAY 





‘DAMAGE. SUITS 
KEY TD ACTION 


Regardless of the anti-trust decree 
stay now in force, tough competitive 
situations will get the competitive 
sales treatment by almost all majors. 
Key to the entire future conduct by 
their determination 
to avoid expensive triple-damage 
anti-trust suits by antagonistic ex- 
hibs, a post-stay survey by VARIETY 


discloses. Consequently, competitive 
selling in hotly contested locales 
will be continued by almost all 
majors. 


There’s little doubt that the course 
will be taken since the legalites, in 
most instances, are doing the steer- 
ing for the sales departments. Some 
companies, notably Metro, 20th-Fox 
and Universal, have already made 
the decision to offer pix competi- 
tively where legal complications 
make it good insurance to do so. 
Other majors are still in huddles on 
the extent of competitive selling but 
not on the question itself. 

The treble-damagers, once lightly 
regarded, are furrowing plenty of 
distrib execs’ brows. Faced by 
pending suits which total more than 
$20,000,000 in potential damages, the 
majors are fighting an uphill battle 
in view of the recent string of un- 
favorable decisions. Only recently, 
in a hush-hush move, the companies 
settled the anti-trust suit of Edward 
Peskay for a sum in excess of $200,- 
000. 





Yearly at Gen’! Service | 


signed to | 


Goldman (Philly) Precedent 

Peskay, who claimed he _ was | 
squeezed out of Greenwich, Conn., 
took a beating originally because 
the court ruled he had failed to 
prove damages. The Goldman win 
in Philadelphia came along on the 
very point of damages, 


(Continued on page 18) 


Film, Video Confab May 





Hollywood, April 15. 

The motion picture and television 
industries met yesterday (14) for 
what is thought to be the first time 
on organized and official grounds, 
represented by the Independent 
Motion Picture Producers Associa- 
tion and the Academy of Television 
Arts and Sciences, for*sa discussion 
of the use—or, as it appears, non- 
use—of films in video. Mohammeds 
met the mountainous preblem at 
IMPPA’s regular monthly meeting 
at Brown Derby. 

At a meeting of the Academy last 
week, Dr. Ferenz Fodor, head of 
Audio Productions, during a heated 
session on why and wherefores of 
film inavailabilities, invited Edgar 
Bergen, Academy president, to send 
a rep to the meeting. Russell Furse, 
associate producer with Telefilms, 
Inc., and also connected with 16m 
producer, Oliver Drake, and an 
Academy member was appointed as 
best equipped to state and debate 
the problems, fears and needs of 
both sides. 

Fodor stated that Audio is pre- 
pared to release both its 16m and 
35m product to video, disregarding 
the bugaboos advanced by other 
producers anent possible subsequent 
litigations on new film uses and 
the even older fear of abetting a 
competitive medium. If necessary, 


(Continued on page 20) 


See Frances Manson Back 
At Col. Vice Eve Ettinger 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Frances Manson, who headed the 
Columbia story department from 
1930 to 1932, is understood set to re- 
turn to that post with the resigna- 
tion of Eve Ettinger. Latter, with 
| Col for 14 years, of which about 10 
were spent as eastern story ed, 
turned in her departure papers ef- 
fective May 1. Sources close to her 








and Peskay | 


Bring Current Trailers 


To Tele Screens 





Nelson to Mexico 


Hollywood, April 15 
Donald M. Nelson, chief of the 
Society of Independent Motion Pic- 


in President Miguel Aleman’s pri- 
vate plane for a series of confer- | 
ences on industrial relations north | 
and south of the border. 

Nelson was accompanied by Frank 
Alstock, formerly an 
the Office of 
Inter-American Affairs, 


Film Co. Stocks 
Relatively Firm 
In Wall St. Dip 


Heavy selloff of the stock market 
Monday (14) and action yesterday 
(Tues.) was viewed as continuance 
of the bear market started last sum- 
mer. 
on Monday was the ability of film 
shares to hold comparatively firm. 
Only Columbia Pictures and 20th- 
| Fox, among the common stocks, 
lost more than a point, bulk of pic- 
ture shares confining their loses on 
that day to fractions. 


Disappointment over 
adequately handle the 
|labor problem and growing 








sequent heavy d<#ng 


sluggish for several months, 
current market prices of industrials 
now are more 


some time. Amusement shares per- 
formed in creditable manner during 
trading in yesterday’s market, the 
few losses largely being confined to 
minor fractions, 


lows of last fall likely will be tested 
in the current sell-off before there | 
will be any general rise in the stock 
market. Further decline in Wall | 
Street will be taken to mean that 
business, in all lines, likely will, 
suffer a downward trend for 
longer period than some had hoped. 
The bear trend started late last 
summer currently is being reflected 
in a dip for several businesses, bear- 


stock market almost invariably re- 
flects actual business conditions six 
to eight months in advance. 


JOHNNY BECK STEPS UP 
AS EXEC AIDE TO SPITZ 


Hollywood, April 15. 

John Beck, Jr., v.p. and general 
manager of Universal-International, 
who came to organization with Leo 
Spitz and William Goetz, has com- 
pleted studio reorganization and be- 
comes executive aide to Spitz, UI 
board chairman. Most of Beck's 
duties as g.m. will be taken over by 
Edward Mull, with the studio since 
Laemmle days. He started as head 
of the contract department. 

Beck, one of industry's youngest 
| general managers outside of Carl 
| Laemmle, Jr., 
| as booker for the RKO Orpheum 
Circuit. 


AMPA Fete Next Wed. 


With a sellout crowd assured for 











vertisers 30th anni dinner-dance at 





| said there was no reason except her 
|desire to leave the studio. 


Miss Manson, since departing Col, 
lhas at various times been with 
Samuel Goldwyn, 


the Hotel Astor, N. Y., April 23, the 


| affair this year is in the nature of a | 


|salute to the film company presidents 
who will be honor guests along with | 


ture Producers, flew to Mexico City | 


executive in |} 
the Coordinator of 


Surprising feature of trading | 


failure to 

unsettled 
jitters 
over a threat of new strikes were 
listed as reasons for the stock drop. 
Showing by film stocks recalls that 
last May and June picture company | 
issues more or less forecast the sub- | 
in the market | 
generally. Pictu4leshares have been 
and 


comparable with 
quotations for film issues than for to the 


Market analysts believe that the | 


ing out the familiar axiom that the | 


began with Cliff Work | 


the Associated Motion Picture Ad- | 


|Par’s Liberty Pix Takeover Makes It 
Pards Vicariously With RKO and M-G 


+ Unusual aspect of the deal, ex- 
pected to be announcged this week, 
by which the Liberty Films unit is 
| to be amalgamated into Paramount 
| will see Par partnered in a picture 


|with RKO and in another with 
|Metro. That's as a result of Par 
absorbing the Liberty interest in 


i\“I. Remember Mama,” which Lib- 
|erty pard George Stevens is making 
for RKO, and in “State of the 
| Union,” which Frank Capra is pro- 
ducing for Metro release. 

Pending amalgamation of Liberty 
into a major studio setup has been 
reported for some time. Negotiation 
were entered into with a number oF 
major lots, first of which was Par. 
Deal cooled, however, until about 
two weeks ago, when Par again be- 
came leading possibility. Acknowl- 
edgement that it was about to be 
consummated was obtained over the 
weekend from sources at both Lib- 
erty and Par. 

Of the four partners in Liberty, 
only Capra, Sam Briskin and Wil- 
liam Wyler are expected to go over 
to Par. Stevens said he is not par- 
ticipating because he is . definitely 
committed to the indie production 
principle. Those making the switch 
| will get the same salaries as from 
| Liberty—$3,000 each a week for 
Capra and Wyler and $2,500 for 
Briskin. Par, in effect, takes over 
their contracts from Liberty. 

Deal entails issuance to Liberty 
of $5,000,000 in Paramount stock in 


(Continued on page 18) 


Cape Girardeau, Mo., 
Campaign Spurs D.of/J. 
To Action Vs. Distribs 


Government practice of needling 
| distribs via round-robin letters into 
‘investigating individual complaints 
lof exhibs has been renewed again 
jafter a full year’s pause. The Dept. 
of Justice had started the habit of 
calling claimed distribution abuses 
attention of the majors 
| through the mails with the signing 
of the original consent decree but 
dropped the system when it re- 
opened the anti-trust suit. 

First of the new pin-pricks came 
last week as result of high-powered 
| bally by the operator of the Esquire 
theatre, Cape Girardeau, Mo. Letter 
to all distribs, signed by Robert L. 
Wright, special asst. attorney gen- 
| eral, asked the recipients look into 
the case and rectify matters if the 











a situation warranted action. 


The Government's action appar- 
ently followed some expert show- 
manship which accompanied the 
shuttering of the Esquire by its 
owner. A half-page advertisement 
,in the local gazette and marquee 
| Signs reading: “Closed due to mo- 
tion picture monopoly” spearheaded 
an attack on the majors by the 
;exhib. The ad which was forwarded 
to the D of J called on the public to 
join the battle. 

Newspaper notice also said that 
the house, first opened Jan. 22, 
would be operated from time to time 
when “pictures of the type you 
want to see are available to us.” At- 
tack was leveled particuluarly at the 
Fox-Midwest circuit since two of 
its houses, the Broadway and 
Orpheum theatres, are located in 
Cape Girardeau. 


‘DOS QT ON S.A. BALLY 
FOR ‘DUEL’ IN BRITAIN 


London, April 15. 

Bowing to British temperament, 
David O. Selznick’s flack brain- 
| trusters in this country have decided 
| to soft-pedal the sex angle in selling 
| “Duel in the Sun.” Decision was 
|made after a nationwide quiz by 
Britain's Gallup Poll of top news- 
paper chiefs and film critics on the 
| best way to launch the film showed 
|open hostility to the sexy publicity 
‘used in the U.S. 
Daniel H. S2%ngster, Selznick’s rep 
| here, who is directing the publicity 
campaign, is the-man_ responsible. 











Feldman- -Blum | all picture stars visiting N. Y. on that | Handling of “Duel” is his first ex- 


| agency and Republic. She recently |date. AMPA is leaning on this affair | perience with London and the Brit- 


_returned to the Col lot, reportedly | 


; to become a producer. 


to bolster its relief fund, one of its | 
most vital activities in the industry. 


*. 


|ish public, and the quiz was his way 
‘of playing safe and making friends. 
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FILM REVIEWS 


Wednesday, April 16, 1947 





Monsieur Verdoux 

United Artists release of Charles Chaplin 
production starring, directed, written by 
aod music composed by Chaplin. Features 
Martha Raye, Isobel E]som, Marilyn Nash, 
Robert Lewis. Associate directors, Robert 
Flervey, Wheeler Dryden; camera, Roland 
Tetheroh, Wallace Chewing; asst. director, 
Kex Lailey; editor, Willard Nico: music ar- 
ranged and directed by Rudolph Sehrager. 
At Broadway, N. Y., opening April 11, 47, 
cembination grind run with reserved mez- 
zanine seats, mats and eves, $1. 80-$2.40. 
Running time, 122 MINS. 


Henri Verdoux........- .. Charlee Chaplin 


Dryden) is disjointed also on occa- 
sion, although perhaps the natural 
enough result of a leisurely produc- 
tion schedule which ranged up to 
five years. Chaplin’s score, however, 
is above par, fortifying the progres- 
sion in no small measure. 
again, the producer-star-director-au- 
thor-composeg gives 
credit to Rudolph Schrager for ar- 
rangement and direction). Abel. 


Caleutta 
Hollywood, April 12. 


Paramount release of Seton I, Miller pro- 





eee eee eee ._Mady Correll 
PUGET: ... pelnsccdcaedecesss. Alliage wee 
Maurice Bottello.........+..-.- Robert Lewis 
Pee ee eS eee eee. Audrey Betz 
Avnubella Bonheur...........Martha Raye 
ANNES choca es HESS60 0s eves ’ Ada-May 
Marie GreeWGY<.cccscecess Isobel Elsom | 
Riew - GAlGs ¢é 44eneee ed Marjorie Bennett | 
YT wR: «<i cadaaeesusee Helene Heigh | 
Lydia Floray.s.cccccee: Margaret Hoffman | 
Phe Girl. ..csccccccccecs: Marilyn Nash | 
4, EPP ee oe eee Irving Bacon | 
Jean.. ee ape ere eee Edwin Milis | 
Castette. .hisocei cacti trces Virginia Brissac | 
Lena osG? Sec cegeeese Almira Sessions 
PROGRES. «co deccsdsvecess hula Morgan | 
Prefect of Police......- Bernard J, Nedell | 
Detective Morrow...... Charles Evans | 

Others in the cast: Williain Frawley, Ar- 
thur Hohl, Frits Leiber Tohn Harmon, 
Barbara Slater, Vera Marshe, Christine Ell, | 


Lois Conklin 

Chaplin will have to carry this ene. 
And how. As the quintuple-threat 
combo producer, star, auther, direc- 
tor and composer, Chaplin has the 
whole two hours’ running time in his 
lap 500%. And it’s not a happy sum 
total. Comedians who yen to do 
“Hamlet” usually wind up with neo- 
tragie results, and “Monsieur Ver- 
doux” runs aecording to form. 

Chaplin is an all-time great as a 
pantomimist. His yesteryear two- 
reelers are masterpieces of the art 
of slapstickery. Not for naught are 
they the treasured possessions of 
many home projectionists. Film mu- 
gseums and revival houses alike ex- 

erience a bull market when the eld 

haplin escapades are unmothballed. 
sum and substance are that 
aplin and comedy are as much an 
affinity as ham and eggs, Pat and 
Mike, or Park & Tilford. 

But now comes Chaplin in a Blue- 
beard story which, by its very prem- 
ise, is a false note. Comedy based On 
the characterization of a modern 
Parisian Bluebeard treads danger 
shoals indeed. Even if the accent were 
more effective, the fundamentals are 

nsound when it’s revealed that 

haplin has been driven to marry- 


duction. Written by Miller. Stars Alun 


Ladd, Gail Russell, William Bendix; fea- 
tures June Duprez, Lowell Gilmore, Edith 
King Directed by John Farrew. Camera, 
John F Seitz; special effects, Gordon 
Jennings; score, Vietor Young; editor Are 
chie Marshe Tradeshown April 11, ‘47. 
Running time, 73 MINS, 
Nenle Gord@Sl.in-++ vcbsmsdencaeseet Alan Ladd 
Virginia Moore................-Gail Russell 
Pedro Blake...ccc-ccccsesses William Bendix | 
Merina Tamev..cccccavesenecns June Duprez 
Eric Lasve: occcoebeetan Lowell Gilmore | 
Mrs. Smith , oc veneneeeden .-Edith King 
Mul Raj Malik.....cessesseess Paul Singh | 
Inspector Kendricks.........-..-Gavin Muir 
Bill Cunningham......+.e+..d John Whitney 
,; Young Chinese Clerk........-: Benson Fong 





cutta” adventure flavor that should 
attract hefty action audience. 
Names are strong, led off by Alan 
Ladd and William Bendix, so 
turns should please in most situa- 
tions. 


Producer-writer Seton I. 
ilots 
characters closely parallel pop comic 
strip heroes. This is not a 
film tells, and 
the adventuring. 

There’s enough in story, despite 
action aim, to attract the femmes. 
One cincher for distaff side is 
sequence in which Ladd slaps Gail 
Russell—not once but several times 
as she’s exposed as baby-faced killer. 
Ladd is flying the air route between 
Calcutta and Chungking as one of 
trio of pilot pals. Sidekicks are 
Bendix and John Whitney. When 
latter is mysteriously killed, Ladd 
and Bendix take time off to track 
down murderer. 


Plot carries them through plenty 
of dare-and-do before heroes are 








ing and murdering middling mes- 
dames in order to provide for his ail- 
ing wife and their son of 10 years’ 
marriage. 

Chaplin generates little sympathy. 
His broad-mannered antics, as a 
many-aliased fop en the make for 
impressionable matrons; the telltale 
technique, a hangover from his bank- 
teller’s days, of counting the bundles 
of francs in the traditional nervous 
manner of rapid finger movement; 
the business of avoiding Martha 
Raye at that garden party, when he 
finally woos and wins Isobel Elsom; 
the neo-“American Tragedy” hokum 
in the rowboat-on-the-lake scene 
with Miss Raye; the mixed bottles of 
poisoned wine {again Miss Raye, with 
olitime musicomedy star Ada-May 
(Weeks) as the blowsy buxom blonde 
of a maid in support); and all the rest 
of it is only spotty. 

When Chaplin does a backward fall 
out the window in an early scene 
they laugh because they're hungry 
for a snicker. The forepart footage, 
incidentally, is on the stage-wait side 
for a considerable period. Foiled by 
the —peey eager and amorous 
Miss ye, these are some of the 
brighter moments. But here, too, the 
technique, from creative-comedy to 
camera, seems disturbingly dated. 

Marilyn Nash, the touted new 
femme, has yet to be sure of her dia- 
log, but she looks well. The real 

_ looker of the film is a knockout of a 
natural blonde who plays the flower 
clerk in that scene where Chaplin is 
campaigning for the wealthy Miss 
Elsom. She's Barbara Slater, billed 
but not easily identified. 

Chaplin’s endeavor to get his 
“common man” ideology into the film 
militates against its comedy values. 
Story is 
medicine with an allegorical basis 
throughout. Point that Chaplin is 
making, of course in exaggerated 
form, is that depressions in our econ- 
omy force us into being ruthless vil- 
lains and murderers, despite the fact 
we are actually kind and sympa- 
thetic. 

Chaplin also rings in another of his 
favorite themes, his strong feelings 
against war. In one speech he forth- 
rightly states that wars are brought 
on by big industrialists, who are the 
only ones who profit by them. Later 
he points out that while the murderer 
of one person is a villain, murderers 


rather strong sociological | 


able to bring te justice Lowell Gil- 
more and- Miss Russell, a smooth 
pair of jewel smugglers. Script has 
a cloudy beginning but _ interest 
gradually develops as audience 
finally gets wise that Miss Russell 
is not the nice girl she at first ap- 
pears to be. Sprinkled through plot 
are a number of choice characters, 
principal of which is Edith King as 
a flowzy art shop dealer. 

There’s a double femme romance 
angle. Ladd is portrayed as love-’em 
here who goes for both Miss Russell 
and June Duprez, nitery singer. 
Gavin Muir is good as police in- 
spector and there is an uncredited 
hotel clerk role that helps fulfill 
directorial intentions of John Far- 
row. Latter handles players capa- 
bly, showing them to advantage, 
and keeps story on the move. 


RKO release of Warren Duff production 
| Stars Shirley Temple, Franchot Tone. Guy 
Madison: features Lina Romay, Gene Lock- 
hart, Corinna Mura, Grant Mitchéli. Di- 
rected by William Keighley. Screenplay. 
Michael Kanin based en stery by Vicki 





hs. cbne seal 


weéédenaae Jose R. Goula 


Doctor Diege..... 





Aimed directly at the Latin-Ameri- 


any repercussions either diplomati- 


south-of-the-border, film 
wood formula by making all 
citizens inane and unreal and all 
Mexicans intelligent and equally un- 
real. 





of millions are heroes. 

The scripting essays a touch of 
realism with news clips of the Hit- 
lerian aggression, headlines about 
Spanish loyalists being bombed by 
Franco, clips of the 1929 Wall Street 
debacle, and the like. There is a 
questionable scene in the gaol pre- 
paratory to Chaplin's guillotining 
when he intedly asks the padre 
“what can I do for you?”, and further 
accents that by asking the cleric 


where would he (the padre) be if it | 


weren't far sin. 

The casting is all Chaplin, perhaps 
too much s0, but William Frawley 
registers in ene scene and Bernard J. 
Nedell is effective as the prefect of 


police. Robert Lewis, as the pharma- | 


cist-friend of the many-aliased Henri 
Verdoux, is telling in a couple of 
seenes, deadpanned by his buxom 
spouse, played by Audrey Betz. 
Chaplin's direction ‘associate cred- 
its to Robert Florey and Wheeler 


comedy of errors plodding through 
with a periodic repetition of identical 
| situations and no buildup to any sort 
| of climax. Pic ends by merely fall- 
jing off the merry-go-round. It will 
| take all the marquee lure of Shirley 
| Temple, Franchot Tone and Guy 


| Madison to give this effort any play 


(Here, | 


collaborative | 


Pulp fietion treatment gives “Cal- 


re- | 


Miller | 
lays action in the Far East and uses | 
modern day airplane whose | 
dis- | 
advantage for such high romance as | 
these production | 
accoutrements give good backing to | 


can market, “Honeymoon” is a good | \ 
neighbor taffypull that won't have | soldier to die so a struggling femme 


Miniature Reviews 


“Monsieur Verdoux” (Chap- 
lin-UA). Charlot will have -to 
carry this one. 


“Calcutta” (Par). Adventure 
thriller laid in Far East. Alan 
Ladd and others assure good 
boxoffice. 


“Honeymoon” (Songs) (RKO). 
Dull romantic comedy of errors 
with strong pitch for Latin- 
American trade; dim b.o. 

“A Likely Story” (RKO). 
Fast, fun-packed farce lively 
entertainment for all situations 
although light on marquee, 

“Fun on a Weekend” (UA). 
Good quota of laughs with Ed- 
die Bracken, Priscilla Lane for 





marquee. 
“This Happy Breed” (Color) 
(British) (U). Noel Coward 


cavaleade-yarn with Celia John- 
son, should do well at b.o. 

“The Barber of Seville” (Mu- 
sic) (Italian). Static version of 
the Rossini opera, with limited 
b.o. appeal. 

“Born to Kill” (RKO). Mur- 
| der meller okay boxoffice in 
| general situations. 
| “Banjo” (RKO). Family trade 
feature of femme moppet and 
her dog, in tear-jerker tradi- 


tion, ° 
“Twilight on the Rie Grande” 
(Rep). Gene Autry musical 


oater, not up to standard but 
with enough stunts to get by ok. 


| tent upon romance with her soldier- 
| boyfriend, or any eligible substitute, 
| registers as a charming miss with a 
clear talent for comedy if given the 
chance which this pie rarely doé€s. 
Her warbling, however, is only so-so 
|and the numbers, “I Love Gerani- 
|ums” and “Venaqui” are cut-and- 
| dried pep tunes. Tone, a very goed 
lif somewhat neglected performer 
| these days, is entirely miscast in a 
| slapstick role of the U. S. consul but 
| nonetheless accounts for all the high 
moments in the film. Madison, as the 
soldier, steams through his part in 
over-vigoreus style, while Lina Re- 
may does nicely as the aristocratic 
Mexican girl. Midway in the film a 
trio of visiting American Congress- 
men, headed by Grant Mitchell, ap- 
pear on the scene with unintended 
farcical characterizations. What wiil 
Latin-Americans think when they get 
a load of their absurd caperings? 
Production meuntings are solid 
with good camera work and smeoth 
editing. Herm. 





A Likély Stery 
Hollywood, April 15. 


RKO release of Riehard H 
duetion Stars Barbara Hale, 
liamis; featuree Lanny Rees, 
Dan Tobin, Nester Paiva. 
«, Potter. Written by 
zested by a story by 
camera, Rey Hunt; 


Berger pro- 

Bill Wil- 
Sam Levene, 

Directed by H. 
Bess Taffel; sug- 
Alexander Kenedi; 
music, Leigh Harline; 






John F. Seitz did expert lensing editor, Harry Marker. Tradeshown April 
E 2 * 47. 

7 a tern motif ts well car- 15, “7 _ Rensig iime, 83 MINS, 
ried out in art direction by Hans oy «verges Sanam eee 
Dreier and Franz Bachelin. Editing BagMRS. bitecoc cuut > we ro iat Nii Lanny Rees 
| is tight holding film to 73 minutes. | Lowie.... o sessseseseseccess Sam Levene 
Brog. Phil Bright... ..ccccccceeeceees:: Dan Tobin 
3. PS -o--+-Nestor Paiva 
Rit. Diag . tede dade s 660sees8) Max Willenz 
Honeymoon ‘Tremendo,... ...-.Henry Kulky 
(SONGS) Beene Gel d<.ch.Subasedet< Robin Raymond 


isedboecoctvane Mary Young 





“A Likely Story” crams in a lot 
of fun to prove out as nifty escapist 
| film fare for all audiences. Best 


Haum:; songs, Leigh Harline, Mort Greene; playing level will be outside de 

camera, - Edward Cronjager; editor, Ralrh luxe situations due to lightness of 
. ‘47. | 

Dawson. Tradeshown N. Y., April Il, “47. marquee names, but cast delivers 

Running time, 74 MINS. | strongly to k f a : 

einen Shirley Temple , StTOngly to keep farcing swift. 

Flanner. Franchot Tone | 


There's a load of fun developed 


> : tteeee nn | Soom smart direction, playing and 
eae me Pe mm topnotch scripting, all elements com- 
Senora Mendeza..............Corimna Mura | bining to keep action fast and light. 
PR UINNNS 5 5 Sven di-sace 0006 eh Grant Ls pelt H. C. Potter peppers story with deft 
| Semor Mendoga........sccce:: ulio illarea . » : » 

PROMOTE. occ ce ccccsscccocess Manuel Arvide | directorial touches that pay off and 


| Bess Taffel’s screenplay wraps amus- 
ing situations and dialog around es- 
' sentially light story basis. 


Plot chiefly concerns efforts of ex- 


| artist and an ex-mobster can col- 


cally or boxoffice-wise. In catering | lect his insurance. Believing he has 
to the presumed tastes of patrons ,a fatal heart condition, soldier has 

succeeds | talked gangster into insuring his life 
only in inverting the typical ~~ 'and giving girl some money imme- 


| diately. Laughs spring from sol- 
| dier’s efforts, aided by mobsters, to 
| bring about his early demise. Need- 


| less to say, he only gets healthier, 


Story is a hair-thin, uninventive | love blooms and trick ending takes 


| car® of the gansters. 
| Barbara Hale and Bill Williams 
|smartly fulfill all demands as 
artist and veteran, respectively. 
Miss Hale gets the best from as- 
signment and Williams is solid as 
| slightly pixilated vet. Backing young 


| at the wickets. Its brief running time | leads with strongest support is Sam 


|of 74 minutes limits, in any case 
its firstrun possibilities in the keys. 
Overlarded with a heavy spread of 
Spanish dialog, yarn revolves around 
a U. S. consul in Mexico City. who 
plays Cupid in trying to help join 
two American kids in love but di- 
vided by a series of legal barriers 
and personal misunderstandings. 
; Consul, who is himself affianced to 
i\a high-born Mexican gal, 
through a mill of compromising situ- 
ations that nearly break up his own 
affair befere he brings his two 
charges together in a marital clinch. 
Miss Temple, as a_ lightminded 
' young jitterbug from the States in- 





runs | 


| Levene as contact man 
| gangster Nester Paiva. 
|; shows up well. Lanny Rees, Miss 
Hale’s young brother; Dan Tobin, 
would be suitor and insurance sales- 
man, are capable and adds to laughs. 
Others rating mention include Max 
Willenz, Henry Kuiky, Robin Ray- 
mond and Mary Young. 


Richard H. Berger's production 
under executive supervision of Jack 
| J. Gress has given film excellent ap- 

purtenances. Camera werk by Roy 
Hunt lends gloss to good art direc- 
| tion by Albert S. D'Agostino and 
Field Gray and ether technical ends 
are equally bright, Brog. 


for ex- 
Latter also 


} 





Fun on a Weekend 


United Artists release of Andrew Stone 
production directed and written by Stone. 
Stars Eddié Bracken, Priscilla Lane; fea- 
tures Tom Conway, Allien Jenkins, Arihur 


B. O. Moffatt.........+.0+.Arthur Treacher 
Quigley Quackenbush.........Clarence Kolb 
Mrs. Van Orsdale -.+-Alma Kruger 









Eddie Bracken’s comedics put suf- 
ficient laughing matter into “Fun on 


a Weekend” to lift an improbable 
yarn into a passable programmer. 
Opus will go well with the juve 


trade and will retrieve its keep in 
the nabes. 

Yarn might have been catapulted 
into the class of satire, but lacks the 
necessary deftness. As it stands, it’s 
a few shades above routine comedy. 

Film is based’ on the get-rich- 
quick theme with Bracken cast as 
penniless milquetoast character with 
grandiose ideas. He meets Priscilla 


Bracken’s ideas into practice. They 
first exchange their clothing {fc 
bathing suits on the premise that in 


tinguished from wealthy socialites, 
and come near accomplishing their 
ends. 

Andrew Stone’s 
instrumental in 
plausibilities in 


fast direction is 
hiding many im- 
the plot. He suc- 


way out of situations where the 
slightest letdown in pace would have 
destroyed the logic of the story. 
Miss Lane, who's been absent from 
films for some time, gives a good 
enough performance which should 


Tom Conway shapes up well as rival 
love-interest for Bracken, while fur- 
ther comedy is by Allen Jenkins and 
Arthur Treacher. Fritz Feld con- 
tributes a pair of laugh-provoking 
bits as an eccentric pianist as does 
Lester Allen, the former legit- 
comedian, unheard from in a long 
time. Jose. 


This Happy Breed 
(Coler) 
(BRITISH-MADE) 


Prestige Pictures (Universal) release of 
Nee] Coward-Cineguild (Rank) production 


Stars Robert Newton, Celia Johnson; fea- 
tires John Mills, Stanley Holloway. Di- 
rected by David Leun. Screenplay, Ronald 
Neame, David Lean, Antheny Haveleck- 
Allan, from play by Noel Coward. Cam- 
era, Ronald Neame. At LJ.itth Carnegie, 
N. ¥., April 12, ‘47. Running time, 116 
MINS. 

Frank Gibbons.............. Robert Newton 


Ethel Gibbons...... Célia Johnson 








The new-found American sweep- 
awaystakes—the lush U. S. market 


has found another fine entrant in 
“This Happy Breed.” The Noel Cow- 
ard name, the presence of Celia 
(“Brief Encounter”) Johnson, a mes- 


sentially superior production involv- 
ing excellent story line and char- 


Produced in London three years | 


because new releasing setup (Prestige 
Picturés-Universal) has been able to | 
handle the new-found market, film | 
has an added appeal for U. S. film- | 
goers it might not have had original- | 
ly. Miss Johnson's work in 
Encounter” (released the past year 
in the U. S.) made her a candidate 
for an Oscar award and a draw with 
the public. The story of an average 
lower-class British family trying to 


j 


Wars is of special interest today, as 


Aside from that, the film stands 
on its own merits. 
Coward's London le 
captures the spirit of the twenties and 
thirties, reviving the era of the Brit- 
ish general strike, the jazz dress style, 
the Charleston, and the depression. It 





Treacher. Camere, Puul lvane: editor, Paul 

Weatherwax: music, Lucien Caillet. Pre- | 
viewed N. Y¥., April 8. "47. Running time, 

98 MINS. 

P. P. Porterhouse Iil........ Eddie Bracken 

Ga ee .-. Priscilla lane 

\ ah) Se Fee eoees. Tom Conway 

RINT sc cc cccccoce eeee--Allen Jenkins 


Jehn Biddle........... ...- Russell Hicks 
Sergel Stronganoff...........-.... Fritz Feld | 
Mr. Cowperwaithe....... Riehard Hageman 
Stoege at Lunch Counter...... Lester Allen 
OL. gs oc cee abeenin bee Bril Kennedy 


Lane who has sufficient gall to put | 
for | 


that type garb they can’t be dis- | 


ceeds in having Bracken clown his | 


insure her work in more pictures. | 


Pee. SEs o cn accocedoceocesecs John Mills 
Queenie Gibbons....... ips Mk anak Kay Walsh 
ee SE 6 nc od pt eedés.« Stanley Hollown y 
Mre. Flint........cccces..----- Amy Veneas 
BBR BIT. . cccacscscoessieel Alison Leggatt 
Wei ce Fe ccscccncccvececceecs oc MreKine 
0 NARS ener? John Blythe | 
Sam lWeudbitter...............Guy Veryney 
MBGNO... cw ccccveccocsccesccc see Bettenhan 
PES 02 c8 whaneneeveshsaus Betty Fleet wood 


newly risen for better British films— | 


sage peculiarly apt to the restless | 
present-day world, as well as an es- | 


acter portrayals, will make this pic | nior class production—comes off as a 
a good b.o. draw. 


ago, but only shown in U. S. nage 


“Brief | ropolitan highly-touted tenor 
| sold 


find stability for itself during the|is at all times static and slew. 
troubled days between the two World hos it’s a big bore. 


| and the rock around which the fam. 
| ily. revolves, presents a masterful, 
poignant portrayal, Her makeup and 
dress as a middle-class matron take 
away some of the smartness shown 
in “Encounter,” so that at times she 
is plain; almost ugly. But an inner 
glow and warmth wash this away as 
a trifling interference. 
Robert Newton, who has almost as 
important a role as the head of the 
house, is also a superb presentation 
as the steady, earth-bound but in. 
telligent Britisher. Actor’s versatil- 
ity is the mere marked when con- 
trasted with his job as the cowardly 


braggart Pistol in “Henry V.” Kay 
| Walsh, as the flighty daughter dis. 
satisfied with her let; John Mills 


(hero of the forthcoming “Great Ex. 


pectations”) as the loyal sailor in 


love with the errant daughter; Amy 
Veness, as the crotchety yrand- 
mother; Alison Leggatt as the whin- 
ing sister-in-law, and Stanley Hollo- 
way as the nextdoor neighbor. vive 
fine support. The whole cast, in fact. 
is well chosen. Mest of them are 
plain looking, with nary a typically 
pretty Hollywoed face amony them, 
but this plainness will impress the 


more because of its closeness to real. 
ity. 

An unusual number ef scenes 
stand out for their humor, pathes or 
special interest, such as the riotous 
scene when the family quarrels just 
before going eff to a wedding, or a 
simple kitehen scene of mother and 
daughter discussing their problems, 


or the highly emetional moment 
when an Outraged mother breaks 
down and welcomes back a repent- 


ant, sinning child. 

Best handled, perhaps, is the scene 
where a daughter breaks to the par- 
|}ents the news ef the death ef two 
other children, the set being abso- 
lutely empty for a few moments as 
the news is told offstage before the 
stunned parents ceme in. There is 
| one permege unintentionally funny 
moment when a Britisher complains 
| he can’t make out what an American 
jis saying (Charles King singing 
| “Broadway Melody” frem flash ofthe 
|film of that name), when several 
{times previously British characters 

have talked so fast it was difficult 
to make them out. 

There’s a lot in this film, direction, 
|camera and production § matching 
story and acting for a seperios job. 

} ron 





(Changing conditions, emphasizing 
new values not dominant originaliy, 
hence altering the boxoffice appest, 
have made it worthwhile te re- 
review this film originelly = re- 
| viewed by Jolo from London in 
| Variety, June 7, 44.) 


The Barber of Seville 


(Music) 
(ITALIAN-MADE) 

Excelsior Pietures release of Tespi (Marie 
and Ugo Trombetti) preduction. Stars Fer- 
rueio Taghavini, Tite Gebbi, Nelly ere 
radi. Directed by Marie Costa. Opera dy 
Gioacehine Rossini; libvette by Cesare Sier- 
bint; story sequence, Deems ‘Taylor; came 
;era, Massimo Terzano; sets, Libere Petiunsi; 
costumes, Glorgio Foeides. Previewed N. Y., 





April 10, ‘47, Running time, 110 MEN®. 

Count Albmavina......... Ferrucio Tagiiavin) 
PID ins 6450 cbesdesedhses <n Tite Gebbi 
| FROGIAR 5 56 iscchqececcneducc.» Mey Corredi 
| Dom Bartels. .coccccceccess Vite de Tarrante 
| Don Massie. ..cececccces Gaps a.» bon livle Tajo 
| OCCR . 05065 o4n Ceoescccccee Natalia Nieelini 
| POO vabasde a cece + 4gadee Nine Mazaieiti 


| Rome Opera Heuse chorus and erchestira 
under Guiseppe Morelli 





(In Italian; English Titles) 
“The Barber of Seville,” Rossini's 
most tuneful ef operas—a silage treat 
in N. Y. or Naples, at the Metrepel- 
itan or with a Miami High Schee] se- 


distinct disappointment in its new 
Italian film version. Its bexeffire 
chances look limited. 

Opera enthusiasts, who would be 
sold in advance on seeing the pie for 
its music, will be let down and hardly 
likely to help by word-of-mouth. The 
presence ef Ferrucio Tagliavini, Met- 
find, 
But 
eneral public will have te be 
eavily, and there aren't eneugh 
talking peints to sell. Pie suffers 
from various productien defects. - 
n 


may draw some of the curieus. 
the 


Pic is ene of the rare instances ef 


families everywhere try to hold an- | bringing a complete opera to the 
chor in an uncertain time which may | screen (although not the first time, 
also be a period between wars again. | as Claimed). It is handsomely mount- 


ed, in costumes and sets, and peopled 


Based on Noel | Y some fine singers from the fount 
it hit, it soundly | - opera, the Royal Opera House in 


ome. Producers have been faithful 
to the letter in following the stage 
version for their film. Prebebly 


| they’ve been too faithful. By pheto- 


touches on the troubled sphere of the | 8'@Phing a stage production, not viv- 


| class struggle and labor strife, al- | 
| though it has a dubious note once or | 
— such as in an apparent de- | 
fense of strike-breaking. But it is so, 
much more the history of an average | 
British family, with its pleasures and 


where, to make this the paramount 
interest. 

Film is a bit episodic and choppy 
at the start, as it unwinds in caval- 


soon to an absorbing chronicle. Color | 
work is handled deftly, to be of great | 
help. Camera work is also superior, 
with some unusual shots and angles 


from the plot. Production is ample, 
although most of the story is con- | 
tained within one house and garden 
(“an Englishman's home is his 
castle”) in lower-class suburbs. 
Film's excellence comés mainly in 
the performances. Celia Johnson. as | 
‘the mother of three grown children ! 








ing Camera, Opportunity to ream 
and fill in an actionless story with 
outdoor or contiguous scenes, they've 
muffed an opportunity that wouldn't 
have spoiled the spirit of the show 
U. S. distribs have gone out of their 


pains, whose counterpart lives every- | way to help the film, but in reality 


have missed out. Film has ample 
English subtitles. But to. insure the 
ie being completely eemprehensible, 
xceisior added Deems Tayler as an 


cadish fashion, but it settles down entr’acte commentator, to relate the 


plot of each act before its unfolding. 
This sounds like a good stunt, and 


| Taylor’s remarks are as literate and 


witty as they are informative. But 


that stand out on their own. aside | his three appearances slow down 2 


slow play that much more, to defeat 
the purpose. Subtitles alone are suf- 
ficient to tell the thin story. 

e story, of course, is silly ai best. 
showing how a Count in Seville dis- 
guises himself first as a drunken sol- 
dier, then as a music teacher. te get 


(Continued on page 20) 
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One Way to Trim Production Costs 
Is to Save Time Shooting—Schreiber 


With all Hollywood studios cur-* 
rently cencentrating their efforts on 


metheds of combating the steadily- | 


rising production costs, 


20th-Fox< | 


| 


feels that one of the best ways to | 


trim costs is to save time, and that 
time-saving can best be effected by 
getting a full day’s work out of 
everybody at the studie, according 
to Lew Schreiber, executive assistant 
to 20th production chief Darryl F. 
Zanuck. 

Schreiber refused to state whether 
20th had considered docking the pay 
of anyone caught loafing on the job 
but emphasized that costs can only 
be saved if time is saved. “To do 
this.” he declared, “there must be a 
happy combination of everybody 
pitching in to do the work.” He 
denied that 20th had effected any 
big slash in studie personnel, as had 
been rumored in Coast reports, de- 
claring the only dismissals had been 
those that occur in the usual course 
of events. Schreiber also scoffed at 
the idea of cutting down on the run- 
ning time of films te cut costs, 
averring that it’s necessary for a 
film to run as long as it takes to tell 
the stery. Cut in the running time 
that might impair the story is ridicu- 
lous, he said. 

Schretber arrived in New York 
last week for homeoffice huddles and 
to see some Broadway plays, but de- 


nied he was in on a talent hunt. 
He's slated to return to the studio 
today (Wednesday) or tomorrow. 


He stated that 20th hopes to turn 
out about 22 features this year, 
pointing out that the general cut in 
the number of films to be produced 
by all studios still calls for longer 
(Continued on page 22) 


18 PAINTERS FINED 
$277,100 BY UNION 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Eighteen members of Motion Pic- 
ture Painters union were fined $277,- 
100 for cressing picket lines. They'll 
be ousted unless they pay fines or 
post them pending appeal. says busi- 
ness agent Herbert K. Sorrell. 

Seven members were fined $20,300 
each, one $15,000, rest $12,000 each. 
They have 30 days to appeal. 

Carpenters union prexy William 
Hutcheson says members won't par- 
ticipate in new permanent studio or 
theatre construction. 


Indie Artists (Brisson) 
Set to Roll in August 


Hollywood, April 15. 

August shoeting date has been set 
for the first of four films to be made 
by Independent Artists under its 
contract with RKO. Frederick Bris- 
son, exec producer of the Rosalind 
Russell-Dudley Nichols outfit, dis- 
closes that the four productions wi! 
carry a total budget of $8,000,000. 

Initial film, “Lucky Penny,” marks 
Miss Russell’s return to comedy after 
three years. Yarn is an original by 
Mindret Lord and Jack Rubin. Al- 
len Rivkin, 
Producer- -writer pact with Independ- 
ent, is doing the screenplay with 
Laura Kerr and will produce the 
comedy as his first for the new out- 
fit. IA is currently negotiating for a 
director as well as with Dana An- 
drews; also with David O. Selznick 
for a loan of Robert Mitchum for 
lead Opposite Miss Russell. After 
“Penny,” Russell returns to the 
Columbia let for her final film under 
a five-year deal. 

IA’s second will be a Dudley Ni- 
chals original with Rivkin producing 
and Nichols directing. With shoot- 
ing sche ‘duled to start in February. 
Company wants James Mason for the 
top role. Third pic, “Velvet Touch.” 
is @ melodrama by Annabel Ross 
Which is being scripted by Walter 
aaale for Rivkin production and 
ee Gage direction. IA wants either 
ee Stanwyck, Olivia de Havil- 
“nd. Joan Crawford or Claudette 
Colbert for the lead. 

Fourth film is another 





Russet! 


reper nd TA will use RKO’s lot and 
Ss releas'n« facilities. Indie has two 
Other 


procuctions 
filming, 


ity [1,” 


slated for iater 
Madly in Love” and “Van- 
both originals. 





PRC, Ensign Deal 


Hollywood, April 

Lionel Toll, chief of Ensign 
ductions, closed a deal 
lease of the indie 


15. 

Pro- 
for the re- 
company’s pic- 


| tures through PRC. 


now under an exclusive | 


First film will be “Blonde Savage,” 
a tale of pirates and jungles, based 
on « story by Gordon Bache and 
slated to start ubinesonclis 19. 


oe 


Labor al Cori 


Groups’ Pix Aims. 


First major attempt to exploit the 
field of non-theatrical films in behalf 
of labor and civic groups was 
launched in New York last week ata 


meeting of a provisional executive | 


committee for a national film centre 
attended by representatives of lead- 


ing trades unions and civic organi- | 
actual | 
film production were held in abey- | 


zations. Although plans for 
ance, the group is currently drawing 
blueprints for a cooperative, non- 
profit center to operate its own film 
library and distribute, available sub- 
jects on public affairs. 

In announcing plan for the centre, 
Robert Delson, attorney and project 
chairman, said: “Hollywood 
picture industry, with its 
of millions of dollars invested annu- 
ally in production and two and one- 


half billion dollars invested in the- | 
|atres, believes that it cannot profit- | 


ably make film with social signifi- 
leance. The genius of American 
writers, directors and 
has not been utilized in the promo- 
tion of public awareness of social 
| issues. Heretofore, there has 
no concerted attempt to utilize for 
education in public affairs the great- 
(Continued on page 48) 


-HORNE-DEUTSCH DICKER | 


FOR JOAN FONTAINE 


Story Productions is understood 
negotiating with Joan Fontaine for | 
lead in “This Side of Innocence.” 
Hal Horne and Armand Deutsch 
started the talks following the fail- 


| role. 


British actor reportedly liked the | 


script—which was fed to him page- 
by-page as it was revised by Leon- 
ardo Bercovici—but felt 
able to make a commitment for a 
Hollywood film while the suit 
against him’ by David Rose is pend- 


‘ing in California courts. Negoti- 
ations with Mason’s aide, John 
Monahan, are said to have reached 


such a considerable stage of bitter- 
ness at one point that Deutsch 


walked out, followed in a few days | 


by Horne, with a later rapproche- 
ment by Horne and Monahan. 

In addition to the $50,000 he got 
for doing the script, Bercovici re- 
ceived $2,500 for two weeks of re- 
visions in New York. These were 
done while he was east working on 
the screenplay of “Portrait of 
Jenny” for David O. Selznick. 


Hyde, Bill Goetz Give 


‘Jolson’ Suit Testimony 
Suit by the Shuberts against Co- 
lumbia Pictures, on depiction of the 
Winter Garden, N. Y., in the Col. 
film “The Jolson Story,” last week 
saw final written testimony 
down from Johnny Hyde, Hollywood 
head of the William Morris agency, 
and Bill Goetz, producer. Hyde and 
Goetz countered testimony by Monte 
Proser, N. Y. Copacabana boniface, 
who testified that he had been 
peddling a story based on the Win- 
ter Garden, N. Y., owned by the 
Shuberts. Damage suit is based on 
alleged negated values of the thea- 
tre’s film story because of * ‘Jolson.” 
N. Y. supreme court hearing the 
case will now 
torneys to both parties, 





which are 


to be filed within three weeks, and | 


| will then render a decision. 


motion | 
hundreds | 


technicians | ~ 


' 
been | 


ure of their recent New York trip | 
to lineup James Mason for top male | 


it inadvis- | 


taken | 


take briefs from at- | 


‘INDIES 10. 


Talk of an 


York to compete with Leew’s 
RKO has been 
past few weeks 


and 


Idea has 
the past 10 years or more, but never 
reached actuality. Now, as_ then, 
heading the list of those who would 


like to get the scheme into opera- | 


| tion is Fred Schwartz, 
| cuit chief. 

While some operators feel that 
with the consent decree pending, 
this would not be a feasible time for 
establishment of a new circuit, 

| others queried during the past week 
are of the opinion that the chain 
could be put together without creat- 
ing any legal problems, They 
tain that it would be possible for in- 
dies to use ‘“‘mass buying power”’— 
the chief reason for establishing 
such a setup—without violating anti- 
trust laws. 

If the major circuits can overcome 
the problems of competitive bidding 
—provided the Supreme Court okays 
that portion of the decree—the in- 
dies don’t see why they can’t do the 
same. Thereis no intention of amal- 
ge 
but only setting up an arrangement 
whereby a distrib could be assured a 
certain number of theatres and 
dates which 
income equal or better than that of- 
fered by Loew's and RKO. 

The two majors with houses in 
the area, of course, would not wel- 
come the competition, but the other 
distribs — particularly those without 
theatre affiliations—would be high- 


Century Cir- 


| get together. Distribs are faced with 
a tremendous problem of getting 
(Continued on page 18) 





| 

amalgamation of indies 
. . ; 

to create a third major circuit in New | 


revived during the! 
been | 
broached at numerous times during | 


main- | 


aating ownership of the houses, | 


would guarantee him | 


ly elated if the indie circuits could | 





Metro’s New ‘Angel’ 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Metro bought “Quarter for an 
Angel,” a yarn by I. A. R. Wylie, 


and turnéd it over to Edwin Knopf 


for autumn production. 
Author was inked to do a screen 
treatment but refused to move to 


| Hollywood. She will do the job in 
her New Jersey home. 





Del Guidice Exits 
Rank’s 2 Cities Co. ist) esr 


London, April 15 

Filippo del Guidice, managing di- | 

rector of Two-Cities Films, 
his post this week by 
rangement with J. 
spot, Rank has told Variety, 
filled by Josef Somlo, 
| sistant to del Guidice. 
control under supervision of Rank 
and his No. 1 man, John Davis, with 
Dr. Sacha Galperson staying on as 
director of ‘the company. 

Pact of del Guidice with the Rank 
organization had two and one-half 
years to run and it’s understood that 
the agreement to part company with 
the British filmmaker calls for pay- 
ment of $100,000 involved in the un- 
expired portion of the contract. 

Del Guidice, under whose super- 
vision such top pix as “Henry V” 
were made, will go into indie pro- 
duction. He plans four films an- 


mutual ar- 


will be 
presently as- 


nually in England, France and Italy. | 


Reports of his impending “resigna- 
' (Continued on page 20) 








Briefs From the Lots 








Hollywood, April 15. 
Billy Williams checked in at Co- 
| lumbia to make his screen bow as 
singing lead in “Smoky River 
'enade.” ... Julia Faye, former star, 
| signed for a role in “The Big Clock” 
|}at Paramount... Fred Brannon and 
| Spencer Bennett are co-directing 
“The Black Widow,” cliffhanger, 


produced by Mike Frankovich at Re- | 
Peggy Lee makes her | 





| public 
film debut in “Midnight Serenade,” 
|}a musical featurette in Technicolor 
‘at Paramount, with Alvin Ganzer 
directing his first picture ... Gor- 
don Hollingshead produces “Let's 
Sing Grandfather's Favorites,” fifth | 


this week, with Jack Scholl 
Edgar Kennedy is | 
winding up the 17th year 
| “Mr. Average Man” series at RKO 
and starts the 18th in autumn... 
Enterprise optioned a story by Jack 
Briggs, based on the Robert Brown- 
ing poem, “Pippa Passes,” aimed as 
a starrer for Briggs’ wife, Ginger 


| ners, 
directing 


Rogers. RKO assigned Theron Warth | 


to produce “Mr. Whiskers,” a tale of 
racketeering recently purchased 
from Erwin Galsey. 

| Vera Caspary signed by 20th-Fox 
|to script the Sam Engel production, 
“Letter to Five Wives.” Robert Wise 


draws director responsibility on 
| “Bodyguard” at RKO Bob 
| Clampett completed “It's a Grand 
| Old Nag,” starting the first series of 
Trucolor cartoons ever distributed 
by Republic. 

Gladys George returns to Metro, 


where she made her film bow 13 
years ago, to team with Wallace 
Beery in the Nat Perrin production, 
“Alias a Gentleman.” Cyd 
Charisse was assigned as a gypsy | 
dancer in “The Kissing Bandit” at 
Metro . . . Garson Kanin turned in 


” 


the final script on “Imagination,” to 
be produced by Michael Kanin for 
| Universal-International with Ronald 
| Colman _ starring . James_ S. 
| Burkett bought screen rights to the 
Alfred Noyes poem, “Dick Turpin’s 
Ride,” for indie production. 

| Arthur Collins, former Warners 
director now in Australia, was hired | 
by his old studio, via Trans- yet 
| cable, to direct “Down Under.” 
short, to be produced by Gordon | 
| Hollingshead. Collins has not been 


Ser- | | 


of the Melody Lane series at War- | 


of the | 


| direct 


| Life.” 


| for 


| George Raft... 
| for 
| Curtiz production, 


} ° 
i sign 


1on the Burbank lot for more than 
10 years. 


of Jean Schwartz, written by Jack | 
| School, is being offered for filming, 
' with composer's song hits included 

. Edward Nassour broke ground 
for an administration building, cost- 
| ing $250,000, on his new rental lot 
, Viadimir Sokoloff, inked for 
“Atlantis,” played the same role in 


|French for Seymour Nebenzal 15 
| years ago... Agnes Moorehead | 


Cr | checked into Universal-International | 


| for a 105-year-old grandmother role 
in Walter Wanger’s “Lost Moment.” 


Republic assigned Alfred Santell 
to produce and direct its recent pur- 
| ches se. “The Miracle of Charlie 
Dakin,” which goes into work when 
Santell washes up his current chore, 
‘Sea of Darkness”...Cyril 
will direct his own yarn, 
tors,” for Triangle Productions... 
Jacqueline De Wit draws a fea- 
tured part in “Something in the 
Wind,” Deanna Durbin starrer, at 
Universal - International Robert 
Preston plays the heavy in “Whis- 
pering Smith,” Alan Ladd starrer, 


} 


POOL Mags Rado Billboard Bally to Be 
VS. LOEW'S. AKO Cut by Pix in Line With Economies 


+ General wave of economy in the 

film industry which has already 
jlopped heads at the studios is now 
| cutting into major company adver- 


Arthur Rank. His | 


Somlo takes | 


“King of Tinpan Alley,” life story ‘letdown 


itising budgets. Magazine, radio and 


| billboards will take the brunt of the 
down-scale revisions under plans 
iwhich see a 20% slash or there- 


|abouts from peak 1946 expenditures 
Newspapers and trade publications, 
still regarded by top flacks as the 
backbone of film selling, won't be 
| more than scratched by economies. 

Universal's budget, for instance, 
| now set at $4,000,000 plus an addi- 
|tional $1,000,000 for the J. Arthur 
Rank lineup of pix, represents a 
pared-down figure compared with 
| the original blueprinted outlay, ac- 
Bergman, U's 
“We're getting 
extravagances of the 
Bergman said, “follow- 
of the effectiveness of 


cording to eer cing 
| away from ‘te 
} war period,” 


ing a survey 


resigns | the various mediums of advertising.” 


“We've found, and other 
panies know this too, that 80% 
a film’s take comes from 
politan areas,’ Bergman explained. 
“It's therefore much more effective 
to concentrate on daily ads in those 


com- 
of 


15 metro- 


sectors and intensive exploitation 
than to use the diffuse penetration 
which magazines afford. Since there 
must be savings by all companies, 
the mags are going to be hit hard- 
jest.” 


Bergman predicted that the ma- 
jors’ 1947 outlay to national mags 
| would dip several millions from the 
$8,000,000 shelled out to them last 
year, Bullet ads of the day-and-date 
itype in which exhibs would be asked 
i take a greater part in cooperative 
}expenditures are planned to pick up 
some of the slack stemming from re- 
duced budgets, according to Berg- 
| man. 

U's two-day meet of exploiteers, 
last week, was called with the budg- 
let slash in mind, Bergman said. 
i“In line with our savings in ads, 
'we're going to place considerably 
| greater emphasis on exploitation of 
,the on-the-spot type,” he added. 
|“Because the war caused a general 
on field exploitation, ads 
haven't done the work they should 

(Continued on page 20) 


PITT EXHIB ASKS 4506 
IN ANTI-TRUST SUIT 


Pittsburgh, April 15. 

David N. Green, owner of the Bea- 
con theatre in Squirrel Hill district, 
sued last week in Federal Court, 
claiming $450,000 damages from 15 
film distributing and theatre operat- 
ing firms, which he accused of con- 
spiracy to prevent him showing 
first-run pictures. Green, bringing 
his action under the Sherman and 








Endfield | 
“The Trai- | 


Clayton atti-trust acts, asked for 
treble his claimed loss of earnings 
of $125,000, plus $75,000 for accrued 


| interest and legal fees. 


{leased or 


Exhibitor contended that because 
of priorities given theatres owned, 
operated by defendant 
companies, he could not obtain first- 


'runners until after: they had been 


directed by Leslie Fenton at Para- | 


mount...Harry Crocker, columnist, 
inked for a role in the Seymour 
Nebenzal picture, “Atlantis.” 
Pictures signed 
Henry Fonda as male 
toppers in “Massacre,” a pioneer tale 
authored by ‘ames Warner Bellah. 
Merian C. Cooper and John Ford. 
Argosy chiefs, will produce and 
respectively 
James Barton, long 
the screen, returns for the James 
Cagney starrer, “Time of Your 
Columbia will use 75 
battle and fire scenes 
Man from Colorado,” 


Argosy 
Wayne and 


John 


absent from 


stuntmen in 
“The 


co- | 


starring Glenn Ford, Wiiiiam Holden | 


and Ellen Drew 
“Race Street.” 
Maurice Davis, 


newspaper yarn by 
as a starrer for 


in 
“Romance in High 
_ethgs . . “Heartaches” 
| handle on “Can't Get That Gal” 
PRC , 
to * 


a comic role 


at 


‘Dark Bullet,” 


RKO bought | 


Oscar Levant signed | 
the Michael | 


is the new | 


. Maurice Conn gave the go | 
his first indie | 


production for Screen Guild release, | 


with Leslie Goodwin directing 


| 


shown in downtown houses and 


chain nabes. 
Defendants Green named included 


Loew's, WB, 20th-Fox, Par-Publix, 
UA, M-G, RKO-Radio and several 
| affiliated firms. 


Farnol, “Washer West 
To Set ‘Mitty’ Bally 


Lynn Farnol, advertising-publicity 
director for Samuel Goldwyn, and 
Ben Washer, top flack, planed from 
New York to the Coast yesterday 
(Tuesday) to begin lining up the 
campaign on “The Secret Life of 
Walter Mitty,” Danny Kaye starrer. 
Film has been in the can for months, 
but with concentration on publiciz- 
ing and booking “Best Years of Our 
Lives,” there has been no mention 
up to this time of preparing “Mitty” 
for release. 

Farnol and Washer will be on the 
Coast about a week. Arnold Stoltz, 
fermer PRC pub-ad head, who has 
been aiding Farnol for the past four 
weeks at the h.o. and on the road, 
} quit as of last Friday (11), 
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Weems Baker Up ‘Wake Up Tall Ki iyi: Vaede Fine 817,000 BWay Lapers From Easter Splurge 


Baltimore, April 15. 


With most of the downtowners ‘6 > 
@ . holdover, business here is neverthe- at 0 ° 
| W less steady. Only newcomers, “Trail ) 9 


Street,” at the combo Hippodrome, 


and “Macomber Affair,” at Loew’s 
Bet ofthe repeaters “Red Hovae sf iin, Trail’ 306 Each; A.&C. 216 
Plenty oO oldo r of the repeaters “Red House” is far- . 
week, and they're holding up in sur- Broadway Grosses ing unusually well at the Mayfair. 5] ® ° 


prisingly fine fashion. Best new Estimates for This Week 

















Century (Loew’s-UA) (3,000; 20-60) Broadway first-runs are feeling/or under this frame; first, good 
entry is “Wake Up and Dream”| Estimated Total Gross —‘Macomber Affair” (UA). Pleas-| the pinch of several adverse busi- | $18,000 but pelow hopes. 
which is being boosted by Ted RE $758,500 | ing $16,000. Last week, “Happened in|. sactors this week, the result} Bialte (Mayer) (594; 35-85)— 
Weems band and Bonnie Baker on ( ed on 19 theatres) rooklyn” (M-G), not quite up to bullish Easter “Boom Town” (M-G) (reissue) (2d 
tage to a solid $80,000 at the Last Year ........... $665,500 bee -~ at $14.900. ose. | being a dip from the bulls wk). Nice $7,000; first was tal 
5 ae “California” is barely nice | (Based on 16 theatres) Pre ery Street RKO ‘eo week session at most theatres. State | $10,500, both especially good for an 





ee, 
ncome tax deadline, a rainy Mon-| oldie. “Fear in Night” (Par) opefis 
with $27,000 at the State-Lake but | |vaude. Nice $17,000. Last week,| oN, a, next Friday (18). 


. ‘ ici er Ipox 
Pinup ” ; “Jobnny O'Clock” (Col) plus vaude, | 4@Y . publicity over smalip : (2082: 40.81.28 
“Lady in Lake looks to big $24,000 | | steady $15,600. . | spread and end of the Easter school {Se tate dinay aie 
at the United Artists. . earl |. Keith's (Schanberger) (2,460; 20-| vacation all are contributing to} \ 9g ag song’ 


‘ ” wk). Doing mighty well in view of 
Ace holdovers are “Trail Street —"Song of Sheherazade” (U). | slight and not surprising decline.} competition, pushing ahead to stal- 
with $22,000 at the Palaee and “Nora pening today (Tue@s.) after two} 


weeks of “Suddenly Spring” (Par): |.Holdovers and a a a ete frame eee | 
‘entiss” wi ‘ at the eC, by Easter week crow es- | last Monday (14) night as agains 
Prentiss with same amount $30,000 Y) ( Ace Se was nice $9,900, and first was pecially are feeling the offish tone. 000 for second. Stays on. 
’ 9 7 eNe | 


gmaller Roosevelt. “Sea Hawk” and However. this is not keeping > (3.886: 80-$1.50)— 

r “Sea Wolf” two reissues, are sur- * Meta Hicks -— = ~ a ‘Red “Smash-Up” and Xavier Cugat band “Kien tetere tenatine oes $ 20th) 

risingly strong at $19,000 for the Washington, April 15. —— A _ OIGINg Very | heading stagebill, at the Capitol, | (reissue) with Lecuona Cuban oreh, 

P gly \ _—— —_ . well at $6,000 after tasty $8.800/ tom landing a smash $97,000. And | 3 Swifts. Del Rios head bill 

ialto. “Suddenly It’s Spring.” with Business elicking nively im the | opener. it is not hurting another newcomer, mae = «ayy ne ee . 
Georgie Price heading stagebill, is|downtown sector, a considerable} New (Mechanic) (1,800; 20-60)— " to amy great ex- Mw 5, 


“ ay 2 Rs “Mons. Verdoux sta Rica* (20th) and Gonneé 
looking for trim $50,000 or better at | share coming from the tourist trade Carnival Costa Rica” (20th) (3d tent. New Charlie Chaplin vehicle 


wk). Okay $8,000 after bright $9,300 looks to hit fairly good $80,000 or Boswell, Jackie Miles heading stage 





the Chicago for second week. whieh has been big during the past | second fram (3d wk), not bad at $80,000; second 
§ : ne Be. ng week at the Broadway, 000. 
Estimates for This Week | week. » “Yearling” is smash at the| Stamley (WB) (3.280; 25-75)—*Pur- ang Neto was $82, 


: «“ - «“ |} sued” (WB) (2d wk). Holding well 1 Street.’ State (Loew's) (8.450; 48-$1.10)— 
Apollo «(B&K) (1,200; 96)—“Jol-| Palace to pace the town. “Red Another new entry, “Trail Stree “Mi - “i ; 
ae “ at $12,000 aft tr 1 $30.000 ighty ag we (M-G) (ist run) 
gor tg | 500 cher B~ ' a 4 | quee” ar ye my big. “Best | A soy me ee en aut L edhg RF ered ome at the Palace with ror. Rooney and his reVue 
ing & 3 v r t % . tre i 
Chicago (B&K) (3,900; 96)—“Sud- | bt lal Oar et ES, Soe in two Tewn (Rappaport) (1,600; 90-$1.50)| Abbott-Costello comedy, is nly | 0? tage (2d wk). Gieat $31,000, 





























: “ . “Best Years’ (RKO) (4th wk). eal 71 000 at the Win- | U@usually strong for holdéve o0fpbo 
genly oe . Pat) eas | Estimates for This Week Steady $16,000 after $17,000 last week. | ong ew liga —- oun this week; first hit terrific 
rice neaading sta : | Cc " -_ a — . . @ all , 
B. ; ts apitel (Loew s) (3,434: Pg Standout again is the usic Hall, ae 
$50,000 or better. Last week, stout ed House” (UA) pls vaude, Stout with “Late George Apley* and Fas- Strand (WB) (2.756: 75-$1.50)— 
$58,000. $ 000. Last wéek, Ty Yours” . ? ter stageshow. In fourth round, it “Stallion Road” (WB) and Gab 
Garrick (B&K) I et ‘Rue | ; ) with vaude, only $23, onroe all continues big with $140,000 this | Calloway orch heading stageshow 
Madeleine” (20th) aun 'w Fay bia (Loew’s) a2 - 44-90) week and stays one more. “Egg| (4d wk). Continues fairly strong 
ing off to $14,000 after fancy $17 h ae Favorite. aeite” (Par) “(24 and I” is set to open on April 24 at | with $50,000 > = for initial hold- 
ast week. E e the Hall. Paramount will show} Over frame after big opener. 
Grand (B&K) (1,500; 95 )— 2a Mai eS ieee bo. Last, very: strong $80,000 for fourth week Fr Vietoria (Maurer) (720; 70-$1.20) 
“Smash-Up” (U) (4th wk). Deing | fair $9,000. ; ‘ “Favorite Brunette” and Ji — “Adventuress” (E-L,) (2d wk). 
okay in final stanza with $16,000 Berle (WB) (2,154: 44-86)—“P b , Dorsey a stage vt “House Still in chips with tall ie ,000 likely 
‘ter sock $20,000 1 ee -— £uUr- brings in “Calcutta” on ri this session after trim $22,000 opener. 
ene on . E eae hen 65-95) sue (WB) (2 wk). Moderate Detroit, April 15. “Farmer's Daughter’ climbed to] Looks to stay here two weeks longer, 
e orem u i“ ss (odth oh $17,000 after big $24,000 first stanza. Boosted by Vaughn Monroe band | sturdy $39,000 for third round at the | with “Jolson Story” (Col) due in 
! : ~~ P; gpa” ) | Keith’s (RKO) (1,638: 90-$1.50)— | on stage. “Ladies’ Man” at the Mich-| Rivoli. But holdovers at the Strand, | next. 
Ted eems “ 1, Boone O00 | ‘Best Years (RKO) (5th wk). On| igan is far ahead of any other combo| Park Avenue, Globe and Hollywood Winter Garden (UA) (1,312: 60- 
heading stageshow. re ha > | upbeat at $28,000 after nice $25,000 agre this week. At the wntown,| were considerably off from previous | $1.20)—“Buck Privates Gome Home” 
or near. Last week, “Distriet ‘At- | last stanza. Continues. est Years” is holding over with | week's totals. ‘(U). For first week ending next 
torney” (Col) with Vaughn Monroe| [Little (Miller) (285: $1.20-$2.49)— | strong business, as is “Bee and I” at State held to great $31,000 or bet- | Thursday (17) looks to do fairly 
orch on stage, rousing $55,000. “Henry V" (UA) (334 wk), Okay | the Fox. iter for second week of “Mighty | nice $21,000. In ahead. fourth week 
Palace (RKO) (2,500; 95)—‘Trail | $4,500. Last week, ditto. Estimaies for This Week | McGurk” and Mickey Rooney andj} of “Stairway To Heaven” (U) was 
Street” (RKO) and “Miss Big” (U) | Metropolitan (WB) (1,153; 44- 70) | Adams (Balaban) (1,740: 76-95) | revue on stage, making giant $76,000 | $17,000. “Privates” is in here for 
(2d wk). Showing syrprising | — “Bedelia” (E-L). moult $12,000, | “Stairway to Heaven” (U) (2d wk). | forthe two stanzas. — F three weeks, 
strength to hit around $22,000 on | not so bad since throw! 1 at last | Tepid $10,000. Last week, strong Roxy brings in “Alexander's Rag- rn 
holdover stanza after sturdy $24,000 | Moment. Last week, alt Janet | $15,000. time Band,” reissue. today (Wed. ) t 
opener. | Ames” ye? $13, Broadwa Capel (United De- —— peerly, ore we! one wees ‘Brunette’ Hot $17 000 iy 
Rialto (Indie) (1,700; 65-95)—“Sea |. ame? _, Loew's) (2,370; 44-70)— | troit) (S500, (10-95) — Parse, Bro-j with = Sasmivel & a — sy ’ 
Hawk” (WB) and “Sea Wolf” (WB) | Yearling” (M-G). Smash $30,000, | nette” (Par) (m.o.) and PReG 


rouse” | stageshow headed by Connee Bos- 
(UA) (2d wk). Stout $16,800 Last “ 


f + | well. seagere § ae 3G 
(UA) Gd wk), Stout $16,009. Last| well, In Cincy; ‘Carnival’ 136, 


lad ose, | and holds. Last week, “Happened ir 
(reissues). Great $19,000 or close. | Brooklyn” (M-G) $30 000 pp 1 


i 
if ‘ 


— 














Last week, “Thief of B dad” (FC) Estimates for 
a. : ’ . Repyblic (District Phe: tres) (1.- “Renegade Girl” (SG). loud $18,000. rae er ‘ 20; OF-%! ‘ ? ° ° ai 
N F - - : atre ’ As 1,300; 95-$2.40) aay } 
ie ‘saat ‘FC? 250:"80-81.50)—"Best Years” (RKG)|  Bowhtown (Balabait) (208s $1: | ptt’ Co Oy ike war sun| B® Lerrif 166 im 2d i 
Orbs o> (24 wk). Trigg $3,000. Last week, | $1.50)— ‘Best Years” (RKO) (2d/ 4-9) at $43,000 } in on oy : Fe ei: 
RooseveHt (B&K) 95)— | Bi ] . ), , strong at 3,000, cashing Gincinnati, April 16. ie 
a AB g $14.000. heatre caters exclu- | wk Socko $30,000. Last week, | poac. week erow , bi ei 
“Nora Prentis WB y (Ba wk). 1% da oa 5 Easter Week crowds; last week, big ha he : § 
yx a on 0 ISS ( 28 00 sivel? to Negro trade ang is the first | smash $46,000. $44,000. Stays on. The boxoffice oddity here this aif 
trong $22,000. Last week, $26,000. of that type to take on “Years” day-| Fox (Fox-Michigan) (5,100; 70-95) |‘ Broadway (UA) (1,895; 70-$1.50)— | week is that “Best Years,” in its fifth a'4 
| State-Lake (B&K) (2,700; 93)—{ date with another house on an ex-| — Bag 3nd I’ (U) (2d wk). Good “M eek | th i first- ai 
ie “cnt: iss ons. Verdoux” (UA). Chaplin} Ww ’ " ing the only new firs 
California” (Par). Nice $27, 000 or perimental basis. $17.000. AST week. strong $38,000. | tee d fy tt | invit tion reem runs, avorite Brunette a 
better. Last week, “Yearling” (M-G) ————$___ Madison (United Detroit) (1,866; | on F, — att te wae “- thie legit nes. we in Costa Rica.” Sz § 
(7th wk), $19,000. 5 Mea “+ Ry mig (RHO) and sun os , ah Likely to strike faifly I,” also is second week, really sti 
United Artists (B&K) (1.700: 9) | Seattle Dull But So ip pd dave. Last, Up} pe 82.508 good $30.000 albeit not big for first standout at the small-seater Keith's. 
hit big’ eae — ew). teoke Y ng’ o) a “Shadow Woman” | week endigg next Friday (18). Con- Estimates for This Week 
for iG Geevew CF De. Lae Week, | 6 Wy 2,1 3 days. tinues. _ Albee (RKO) (3,100; 55-70)—"Car- 
io (ME) “Ga “wh, Lusty at 156; Chase’ Only | Michi an (United Detroit (4,039;| Capitol (Loew's) (4.820: 70-$1.50)| nival in Costa Rica” (20th). Fait a 
a ; ‘ ’ -$1) — “Ladies’ Man” dai. with “Qnash-Up” (U) with Xavier/ $13000. Last week, “California” 
> Woods (Essaness) , G ai 95-$1. -_ 8G Band Slow at 84 aughn Monroe gl on s Ter- | Cugat orch ‘heading sagephow: On (Far), big JRO) 
RF gg. Years” (RKO) (17th , tific $48,000. Last weelr, bigs rite | first week ending today (Wed.) looks Capitol (2,000: 90-$1.50)— 
pri week, at $27, oe and gays on.. Seattle, April 15. sae arf Per): and Pew os08 ee to a oo eS Pe ae ears” (RKO) (5th w . Sock 
ast wee ractica e same. 3 , : ; se 66 Saved” (Par) ¢ wk), lust recen igures a s topping fourth rou x 
p y Best new film this week is “Song Palme-State (United rd t) (2. holds naturally. Last week, fourth | $17,000 Opp ing ion as» a 
of Scheherasade.” Flock of hold “Oh es i ended into Holy 
. Res at ed Ook OF Nold- | 976; 70-95) — “Stalliog Road” (WB) |of “Happened in Brooklyn” (M-G) | Week. 
Geor C ha J Tilt overs and reissues will dull overall| and “Fear in the Night” (Par). and Sammy Kaye orch, fine $67,000 Geond | KO) (1,430; 55-70 )—“Pi 
ge 0 nh, l., $ total and new pietures generally are | Fancy $2},000. Last week, “Hap- | and way over hopes. — ” (WB) (2d wk). Moderate $7,- 
‘ ’ ° not holding up. “Jolson Story” pened in fooklyn” (M-G) and “Lit- | Criterien (Loew's) (1,700; 60-$1.25) it ta st w eck. terrif $14,000. 
Rose Big 106, Prov.; 18 weeks at nn Liberty, a rely 5 a Jim” (M-G) (2d wk), fine | -——“Johnny O’Clock” (Col) (4th-final ee RE O) (1,542; 55-70 )—“Ey 





| 
| wk). Staying up strongly, with|and 1” (U). Phenomenal $16,000 o 
“Aff +:% S 24G Estimates for This Week nited Artists (United Detroit) | t third week ended last (Tues.) night} heels of $19,000 first week. for a 
alr trong at | ea mK OF -E) (800; 45-80}— (1.941; 7 “95 )— ‘Nora Prentiss’ (WB) ; doing $22,000; second was $24,600.| house record under 
k | 
a 





Universal man- 
: F and “Cigarette = “Spoilers of North” (Rep) (2d “Odd Man Out” (U) opens April 23.| agement. Holds again. , 
Providence, April 15. iGol) (m.0.). G6Sd $5,000. Last | ¥ 


). Okay $14,000. Last week, soc 





Glebe (B t) (1,500; 70-$1.20)— fl _ 
State's “Macomber Affair” leads obe (Brand $ Lyric (RKO) (1,400; 55-70)—“Con 

















; , -) | $20,000. “That's My Man” (Rep) (2d-final! gorilla” (Indie) | ‘ 
the list of new films. Strand’s “Cali- ware wk huge g Pea ‘ona : wk) Btanlas to $17,500, and makes | fie) tr Teeeh vod ish $8.00. A 
' eohan tr ae ee tan George M. | Fifth Avenue (H-E) (2,349; 5-80) ‘Mi . ) 1? 0 ‘| way later this y A for Bano agen week, istrict Attorney” (Col) gn 
i ohan, Jr., on Fay’s stage is upping | ys 50 Mo Aftair” (UA), yening wee 00d | “Millie’s D ; il » 
' Apache Rose” to greatest biz in pA age 4 naet , . arriage $ ’ ’ nt $25,000 I 4 7 ose ie’s Daughter” (Col), mild $4, 
years. week. “ Lipckgt” ro Rig Montreal, April 15. | Gotham (Brandt) (900; 70-$1.40) Palace (RKO) (2,600: 55. 70)—“Fa- 
Estimates for This Week | ette ani? (Col). M.500 Holdovegs predominate here this 


ane and Huntress’ (RKO) | vorite Brunette” (Par ). Metey ¥ uy 
$ Andy 





Albee (RKO) (2,200; 90-$1.50)— 


(24 wk). Down to $15,000 but still} 000. Last week, “Love Laug 
“Best Years” (RKO) (4th wk). Still | 


any Fave) (1,650; 45-80) —|stanze. “Perfect Marria and cee ane ‘pis nal “sapter; Srst\ Hardy” (MG) ‘ln 411 boo 
5,000 
































1 e up 
(UA) and ndie’s Octurne” both wi s - p} 
ot at $23,000. Third was wow | Holiday” (Col). airigh | By Last well. jstanzas Holds third “moor Towa Gt-Gs is, eet 
530,000. |. week, “Jolson Story” ol) (15th Estimates for This Week Golden (767) (1 20-$2.40)—“Henry | right $7,000. Last wash. * : ase ee 
Carlton (Fay-Loew) (1,400; 44-65) | ‘wk), solid $8,800. Capitol (CT) (2.700; 35-63)—“Fa-| y" (UA) (33d wk).- Climbed to! (UA) (m.o.), bright $6,500. 
. “Destry Rides Again” (U) and| Music Box (H-E) (800: 45-8 ) —t|vorite Brunette” (Par) (2d wk).! rousing $11,000 on Easter Week + Selb retrhe 200 A stots oe 
“when Daltons Rode” (U) (Re-| “Boomerang” (20th) and “Susie | Fine $13,300 after big $15,700 first! crowds for week ended last Satur- 
issues). Happ py $7,000. Last week, | Steps Out” (UA) (m.o.). Nice $5,000. | week. . | day (12) night; 3lst round was $7,800. ‘Lak ’ 116 . Mild ha 
“Les Miserables” (20th) and “Stan- | Last week. “I'll Be Ygurs” (U) and| Imperial (CT) (1,850; 30-50)—| Hollywood (WB) (1,499: 70-$1.10) e Mm Wil Oma 
ses00 Livingstone” (20th) (reissues), | “Back Lash” (20th) (2d wh). $3,400. | “Arizona” (Gol) and “Texas” (Col) —“*Two Mrs. Carrolls’ (WB) (2d Omaha, April 15 
50 > . ° %.. i= ag > , Ga, 4 . 
™ i Lusic Il (H-E) ¢ 1-$1.50) | (reissues). Trim $4,500. Last week,| wk). Dropping back from fast open- “ 
Fay’ s (Fay) (1,400;  44-65)— st Years” (R (3a wk).| “Bachelor's Daughters” (UA) and ing week gy be still big at $35,000; ae w a ane vena Cort oe 
; “Apache Rose” (Rep) and George M.! Giant $16,000 after $21,000 last ses- | “Rolling Home” (Col), nice $5,000. | first week sock $48,000. Continues. rosser in an_otherwise slow week. ie 
Gis a $ 0 A > hibs bl tl i a. | 
Cohan, Jr, heading vaude. The} sion, Loew’s (CT) (2,800; 35-67) —! palace (RKO) (1,700; 60-$1.20)— Siwee - a _ at Hee . } 
Cohan name is packing them in to Orpheum (H-E) (2.600: 45-80) —| Razor's Edge” (20th) (2d whk).! “Trail Street’ (RKO) (2d_ wk). Sonmdiate’ rah he Locket, ie 
give this house a strong $10,000, best | ug, nt t Schéherazade” | ). Great | Sturdy $14,000 after wow $16,000| First week concluded last (Tues.) | ~)°™E!S. Is okay. a id i. 5 
| in years here, Last week, “Margie” | $19,000. ta Last week, “Nora Prentiss” | opener. | night struck good $30,000 but not up Estimates for This Week 1) 
i a and vaude, $7,500. | (WB), : ~ | Palace (CT) (2,300; Good $12,500. | to hopes. In ahead. “Locket” (RKO) “the Locket’ (RKO} 4 “Beat iF 
4 ajestic (Fay) (2,200; 44-65)— | >») |} fect Marriage” (Par). ood $12.500.} (3d wk), okay $21,000. ny 33 AAU) an Ce ae 
| “Pursued” (WB) and “Minstrel | Fatonpar (Siriing), Oe. “oe 4 ast week, “Humoresque” (WB), Paramount (Par) (8,664: 70-$1.50) Band (RKO). Satisfactory $8,000. 4 
Days” (WB) (24 wk). Molding up| vaude Good $6.500. Po week. | $13,000 -“Favorite Brunette” (Par) plus Last week, “Trail Street” (REO) $i 
splendidly at $16,000. Last week. | «West of Dodge City” (Col). and * Princess (CT) (2,300; 35-33)— Jimmy Dorsey orch, Pat Henning, | 2°24 “Cigarette Girl (Col), huge 24 
great $20,000. lon Ticket” (PHC) plus Smiley BG, '“Nocturne” (RKO) and “My Dog} Jordan Tympany ae (5th-final — unusually sock for this ot 
Metropolitan (Snider) (3,100: 44-) ead aude. 00. ep” (SG). Stout $8,000. Last week,| wk). Fourth ga last - ' i 
65 )—* ‘Stairway to Heaven” (UI) and netic hoodies OE Pet 45-80) — SSP of South” (RKO) and “Likely | (Tues.) night hit Sate $80 $80, ibeit | .. Omaha (Tristates) (2.000; 16- 66 )— 4 
“Vacation Days” (Mono) (2d wk). “Love Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G) | Story” (RKO), $7 ; | considerably off from smash 1 ,000 Scandal ” Paris” (UA) and “The 4 
Not bad $10,000, First week hit nice and “Alias Mr. Twilight” (Col). = = | done in third i “Calcutta” | Bowery” — (20th) \resseye }. Light 3) 
$15,000. | Thin $8,009. Last. week, “Boomerang” Grosses Are Net CO eais Oh An Hall (Rock ba” Pe gy Vacation fart i 
comber Aftatr LG) CUA) and js 311,000. med Sey tee Film gross estimates, as re- tellers). (305, Kae 40)—“Georee (Mono), $9,600. , | 
“Pilgrim Lady” (Rep). Nifty $24.- Roosevelt (Sterling) (800: 45-80 }— ported herewith from the vari- Apley” (20th) and Baster Show on Orpheum (Tristates) (3,000: 16-65) * 
000, Last week. “Ha pened In! “Nora Prentiss (WB) (m.o.), Good ous key cities, are net, ie. with- stage (4th wk). aster week crowds “aes ngel on Shoulder (UA) and ¢ 
Brooklyn” (M-G) and “Larceny in $4,000. Last week, “Humoresque out the 20% tax. Distributors re | _to land big $140,000 after Wi Wanted (Mone). Mild $i0.- > 
Heart” (PRC), nice $24,500. (WB) (m.o.), fair $3,000. share on net take, when playing giant $154,000 for third session, lat- 000 —e week, “Gallant. Bess” ii 
he (Silverman) (2,200; 44-65) Winter Garden (Sterling) (800;| percentage, hence the estimated ter being new Baster week record (M-G) and “Bringing Up Father” Z 
“California” (Par). Second week | 23-50)—“Undercurrent” (M-G) gnd figures are net income. here Stays fifth week, with “Egg ee). $12,000 Se ee , At 
~ Opened Monday (14). First week “Migs Pilgrim’ (20th) (d run). ull | “The parenthetic admission and [” (U) opening qp April 24. aramount _(Tristates) "oe 6- ry 
Was nice $15-000. Last week.! $2.500 Last week, “Time. Place. | Sige ee — Park Avenue (VU) (583; $1.20-$2.40) 66)— ‘Lady in Lake’ (M-G). kav i 
‘Ladies’ Man” ' (Par) d “Seven! Girl”. (WB) and “Show-Oft” (M-@) | terete gppotes accor dng —Time Out of Mind” (U) (24 wk). | $11,000, Last week, “Suddenly It's : 
Saved” (Par), $14 000. - / (3d run), $2,700. clude the U.S, amusement tax. Falling off sharply to hit mild $8,000 ' Spring” (Par), nice $11,500. 33 
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THESE ARE REAL DIAMONDS! 


After seeing some of the future M-G-M productions nearing completion at the 
Studio we decided the only adequate way to display the M-G-M name (above) 
was in genuine diamonds. Like the jewels in the photo, the subjects on this page 
are priceless gems destined to attract millions of fans and their dollars to the 


box-offices of America. Be sure yours is one of them! 


* SUMMER HOLIDAY (Technicolor) 


Perfect blending of song and story in a Big Attraction! 
Mickey Rooney, Gloria DeHaven, Walter Huston, Frank 
Morgan, “Butch” Jenkins, Marilyn Maxwell, Agnes 
Moorehead, Selena Royle. 


* LIVING IN A BIG WAY 
Music, fun, dancing and romancing. Gene Kelly and 
Marie McDonald plus Charles Winninger, Phyllis 
Thaxter, Spring Byington. 


ia * THE UNFINISHED DANCE (Fecénicolor) 


- 4 Drama with music. Behind the scenes of the ballet. 
Margaret O’Brien, Cyd Charisse, Karin Booth, Danny 
Thomas. 


* FIESTA t Technicolor) 


A fiesta of entertainment, romance, melody, adventure 
of Mexico. Esther Williams, Akim Tamiroff, Cyd 
Charisse, John Carroll, Mary Astor, Fortunio Bonanova, 
and introducing sensational Ricardo Montalban. 


* THIS TIME FOR KEEPS (Technicolor) 


Merry, romantic, melodic, spectacular. Esther Williams, 
Lauritz Melchior, Jimmy Durante, Johnnie Johnston, 


Xavier Cugat and orchestra, Dame May Whitty, Sharon 
McManus. 


* HIGH BARBAREE 


Thrilling romance by the authors of “Mutiny on the 
Bounty.” Van Johnson, June Allyson, Thomas Mitchell, 
Marilyn Maxwell, Henry Hull, Claude Jarman, Jr. 


* SONG OF LOVE 


One of the greatest! The romance of the composers 
Clara and Robert Schumann. Love, pathos, laughter, 
devotion, and marvelous music. Starring Katharine 
Hepburn, Paul Henreid, Robert Walker. 


* GREEN DOLPHIN STREET 


Prize novel, best-seller, exciting, swash-buckling, ro- 
mantic. Lana Turner, Van Heflin, Donna Reed, Richard 
Hart, Frank Morgan, Edmund Gwenn, Dame May 
Whitty, Reginald Owen, Gladys Cooper. 


*& THE BIRDS AND THE BEES (recbnicoi) 


By popular demand in « Big musical romance following her 
triumphant singing tour, Jeanette MacDonald co-starred with 
Jose Iturbi, Jane Powell and Edward Arnold, Harry Davenport. 
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‘Brooklyn’ Stout $45,000 in Two Hub 


Spots; ‘Song’ Fat 


24G, ‘Pursued’ 286 





Boston, April 15. + 

New product in most slots is hypo- 
ing biz in a — post-Easter 
jump. “It Happened in Brooklyn” 
day-date at two Loew spots is stand- 
out. “Pursued” looks good at Met 
and “Song Scheherazade” is trim at 
Memorial. “Trail Street” with stage 
show shapes okay at RKO Boston. 

Estimates for This Week 

Boston (RKO) (3,200; 50-$1.10)— 
“Trail Street” (RKO) plus Marian 
Hutton, Three Flames, others, on 
stage Nice $29,000. Last week, 
*“Millie’s Daugher” (Col) plus Car- 
ren Cavallaro orch, Ross Wyse, Wil- 


gon Bros., others, on stage, $28,000. 

Esquire (M-P) (1,200; $1.80)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (16th wk). 
About $9,000, still impressive. Last | 
99,500. 

Fenway (M-P) (1,373; 40-80)— 
“Easy Come” (Par) and “Shoot to 
Kill” (Indie). Fresh bill for this 


moveover house with usual $10,000. 
Last week, ‘Suddenly Spring” (Par) 
and “The Guilty” (Mono), same. 

Majestic ‘(Indie) (1,500; 40-80)— 
| oe ae xe (E-L) and “It’s Joke, 

on” (E-L) (2d wk). Okay $7,000 
after nice $10,000 in first. 

Memorial (RKO) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“Song Scheherazade” (U) and “Jew- | 
els Brandenburg” (U). Twin $24,000. 
Last week, “The Locket” (RKO) and 
“Singin’ in Corn” (Mono), $25,000. 

Metrepoliian (M-P) (4,367; 40-80) 
—“Pursued” (WB) and “Winter 
Wonderland” (Indie). Good $28,000. 
Last week, “Late George Apley” 
(20th) and “Backlash” (20th), $26,000, 

Orpheum (Loek) (2,900; 40-80)— 
“Happened Brooklyn” (M-G) and 
“Blind Spot” (Col). Best all-around 


draw at stout $29,000. Last week, 
“Dead Reckoning” (Col) and “13th 
Hour” (Col) 2d wk), $21,000 


Paramount (M-P) (1,700; 40-80)— 


“Easy Come” (Par) and “Shoot to 
Kili” (Indie). First run bill for this 
guse, okay $16,000. Last week, 


“Suddenly Spring” (Par) and “The 
Guilty” (Mono), $16,500. 

State (Loew) (3,200; 40-80)—“Hap- 
ened Brooklyn” (M-G) and “Blind 


pot” (Col). Nice $16,000. Last 
week, “Boom Town” (M-G) (reis- 
ue) and “Cigarette Girl” (Col), 
13,000. 


Transiux (Translux) (900; 30-74)— 
“Overlanders” (U) and “Magnificent 
Rogue” (Rep) (2d wk). Nice $5,500 
after $7,000 for first. 


‘Affair 156, KC; 





| week, with nearly all grosses suffer- 





Egg Sock 226, 2d 


Kansas City, April 15. 


Big money holdovers are topping | week, 


‘Key City Grosses 


Estimated Total Gross 
This Week . . $3,196,000 
(Based on 22 cities, 197 thea- 
tres, chiefly first runs, including 
N. Y.) 
Total Gross Same Week 


eee ene 


JONES BOOSTS ‘FEAR’ 
SMASH $30,000, BUFF. 


Buffalo, April 15. 

Big news this week is the way 
Spike Jones’ band is boosting “Fear 
in Night” to smash week at the Buf- 
falo. “Sea of Grass” also is big at 
the Lakes. 

Estimates for This Week 

Buffalo (Shea) (3,500; 40-70)— 
“Fear in Night” (Par) and Spike 
Jones orch on stage. Band is the 
magnet, with many packed houses. 
Smash $30,000 or better looms. Last 
week, “Happened in Brooklyn” (M- 
G), $17,000. 





Last Year . $2,981,000 
(Based on 23 cities, 194 theatres) *| 








| 


Heat Wave Bops — 


Frisco; Band 16G\#=:"" 


San Francisco, April 15. 
Unprecedented heat wave is leav- 
ing biz cold in most theatres this 


ing. Pictures which opened last 
week to nice to big trade are melted 
down to meagre takes in many in- 
stances this session. Of new entries, 
“Alexander's Ragtime Band” is dis- 
appointing at the Warfield. “Favorite 
Brunette” and “Suddenly Spring” 


appear to be holding up best in face | 


of heat. 
Estimates fer This Week 

Fex (FWC) (4,651; 55-95)—‘“Stal- 
lion Road” (WB) (2d wk). Sad $14.,- 
000. Last week, fair $19,000. 

Golden Gate (RKO) (2,844; 60-95) 
—Trail Street” (RKO) (2d wk) plus 
vaude headed by Peggy Ryan and 
Johnny “Scat” Davis. Dull $15,000. 
— week, with vaude headed by 

bby” Hayes and Peggy Ryan, 
rousing $36,000. 

Orpheum (Blumenfeld) (2,448: 55- 
85)—“Guilt of Janet Ames” (Col) 
(2d wk). Meagre $9,500 or under. 


| (m.o.), 


Great Lakes (Shea) (3,500; 40-70) 


i|—“Sea of Grass” (M-G). Stout $19,- 
:000 or near. Last week, ‘Favorite 
Brunette” (Par) (2d wk), big $15,000. 


Hipp (Shea) (2,100; 
: ned in Brooklyn” (M-G) 

Strong $10,000 or better. Last week 

“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” 
and “Charlie Chan Trap” 


(m.o,). 


(M-G) 
(Mono), 


(Basil) 
“Guilt a Janet Ames” 
“Blondie’s Holiday” 
200d $13,000 or near. 


(3,100: 40-70)— 
(Col) and 
(Col). Fairly 
Last week, “Ill 


Be Yours” (U) and “Shadowed” 
(Par), $12,500. 

Teck (Shea) (1,400; 40-70)—“Love 
Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G) and 


“Charlie Chan Trap” 
Trim $5,000. Last 
grim” (20th) and 
$4,700. 


20th Century (20th Cent.) (3,000; 
90-$1.50)—“‘Best Years” (RKO) (4th 
wk). Fine $15,000 after strong $21,000 
last week. 


‘Life’ Wonderful $13,000 
In Indpls.; ‘Affair’ 126, 
‘Egg’ Fancy 146, 2d Wk. 


Indianapolis, April J5. 
First-run biz spotty this week, but 


(Mono) (m.o.). 
week, “Miss Pil- 
“Backlash” (Par) 








Last week, pleasing $17,500. 
Paramount (Par) (2,646; 55-85)— 
“Favorite Brunette” (Par) (3d wk). 


no spots are too bad. Heavy rains 
are doing some damage. “It's Won- 
derful Life” is hot at Indiana, “Egg 


nan ov I gu or near. Last | and I” is still going strong in second 
Stagedoor (Ackerman) (350; $1.80- | Stanza at Keith’s after biggest first 
$2.40)—“Henry V” (UA) (29th wk). | week at this house since on straight 


snow $3,500. Last week, strong $5.,- 


St. Francis (Par) (1,400; 55-85)— 
“Suddenly Spring” (Par) (3d wk). 
Down to $11,000 but still solid. Last 
week, oke $16,000. 

United Artists (Blumenfeld) (1,207; 
55-85)—“Sin of Harold Diddlebock” 
(UA) (2d wk). Paltry $9,000 or less. 
Last week, good $13,500. 

United Nations (FWC) (1,149: $1 to 
$1.80)—“Best Years” (RKO) (5th 
wk). Moderate $12,000 or close. Last 


week, $16,000. 
Warfield (FWC) (2,656; 55-85)— 
time Band” (20th) 


“Alexander's Ra 
(reissue). Only $16,000 or less. Last 


“Gallant Bess” 


the town and “Egg and I,” in three ; $13,000. 


Fox Midwest houses, will lead every- | 
thing in its second round. Film hit | 
record for three house combo on first | 
week and is still sock this session. | 
“Best Years,” at the Tower, and 
“California,” at Newman, also are 
big in second weeks. Of the new 











“ Minneapolis, April 15. (Par). Oke $7,000. Last week, “Cali- Hawaii (G&S-Blumenteld) (956: 
Ry ye “stallion | Holdovers are still occupying the | fornia” (Par) (m.o.), $7,500. 50-$1)—“Fabulous Dorseys” (UA) 
oad.” at the Or h is moderate. | boxoffice top- rungs here, the single oa and “Little Iodine” (UA) (3d wk). 
rpaeum, threat to their predominance among Slow $2,500. Last week, scant $3.000. | 
Estimates for This Week the trio of major newcomers being ° ’ ‘Hollywood (WB) (2.756; -$1)— 
Esquire - Uptewn - Fairway (Fox | “The Locket” at the Orpheum. asty l 000 “Stallion Road” (WB) (2d wk). Thin 
Midwest) (820, 2,034, 700; 45- 65)— | State's * ‘Stallion Road” looks in for 9° ° 9 $10,000. Last week, $17,000. 
“Egg and I” (U) (2d wk). Jamming/a sturdy week. “Ill Be Yours” In L’ ville: ‘Affair 156 Hellywood Music Hall (Blumen- 
pee pay hg ey - oe noe at fair figure at sma)l-seater ’ , feld) (a8: 50-45) —“Febulous Dor- 
jeek, o J , week se entury. sarurt : |seys” (UA) and “Little odine” 
Ry ed this 3-house combo at Estimates for This Week “Sinbad the jeter ea ie (UA) (3d wk). Light $2,000. Last 
£000. ird week certain. Aster (Par) (900; 30-44)—“Vaca- : ; ee . | week, $2.400. 
Kimo (Dickinson) (550; 65)—“Well-| tion in Reno” (RKO) and “Torture |a_ mice session at the Rialto as is Iris (FWC) (828; 50-85)—“Fee and 
Giese s Daughter” (Indie) (4th wk).| Ship” (Indie) (reissue) split with “Macomber Affair” at Loew's State.| ~~ (yy) (2d wk). Strong $10.000 or 
000. Last week, $4,500. “Cigarette Girl” (Col) and “Philo |“That Way With Women” also is big| near. Last week, record $12,500 
saletons (Loew's) (3,500; 45-65)—] Vance’s Gamble” (PRC). Okay §$2,- | at the Mary Anderson. “Fgg and I, Loew State (Loew-WC) (2.404: 50- 
“Macomber Affair” (UA) and “Mil-| 800 in 9 days. Last week, “Fall | at the National, is still sock in second | ¢1)_“Alexarder’s Ragtime Band” 
lie’s Daughter” (Col). Average $15.-| Guy” (Mono) and “Tumblewood | week. (20th) (reissue) and “Brasher Doub- | 
000. Last week, “Love Leughs Andy | Trail” (PRC), good $2,500 in 5 days. Estimates for This Week | Joon” (20th) (2d wk). Final 3 davs 
Haran MG an Bros otk fo} Comnry Pa) 0: SRI | mew ners) Porth Avenue, $000, Las week. $100 
x or. > — ae | Vv 
ones (Paramount) (1,900; 45- 1s, te Te “Beast (2otn) 40-00) “Stanley Livingston: : yA Angeles (D'town-WC) (2.097: 
I—Califor (2d wk). opber ar) 000; — : tet hi ~$1)— ‘G M-G) (2d 
Sotia $19,000 aa Scan ‘shin’ a third) Five’ Fingers” (WB). ‘Trim, $4,000. eet. Se ee ee Oe Sar, Full’ $18,000, “Last week. oke 
’ ps y e “ : a ’ f ' 
woushenns (RKO) <1900". 45-65 )— RC) bie $4,500... is . 95,000. ee Can oe (FWC) (1.248: 50-$1)— 
Stallion Road” * (WB) and “The —s tet pa Pp ly Kentucky (Switow) (1,200; 30-40) | “Alexander's Ragtime Band” (20th) | 
oo be gg en) ‘and F ‘t $6,000 fie r big $7,000 preceding | — “Jolson Story” (Col) and “Blon-| (reissue) and “Brasher Doubloon” 
Gin aa ah a a and | neg a idie’s Big Moment” (Col) (2d wk). | acee o Bom eS 7 to 
s ono) _ - {Fine $3500 after initial week's big ast week. light $6. 
Tampice (D ) (750: 65)— | Radio City (Par) (4,000; 50-70)— taS) ( ’ 50-$1)—"Fan- 
“Heart of New "York" (Indie) and | Favorite iy a (2820.00 | ne Andersen (People’s) 1.300:| taste” (ROY Pew and ‘ath he 9 
Neath Canadian Skies” (SG). aed brary a er ee F | 40-60)—"Way With Women” (WB), | Pleasing $5.500. Last week, smart 
rho ouse as first-run Sharp $8,000. Last week. “Sea Hawk” | $8 
Mages Looks so-so $4,500. Last | os ee. ORO} A Seliere. | CWB) and “Sea Wolf” (WB) (reis- | Million Deliar (D'town) (2.420; 50- 
Seer ee ee 2.100: $1-$1.20 garded picture has litUle opposition | sues ) (2d wk), big $7,000 ~ st a a ma... ol) ; a 
1.50 "Veore” -l from other current starters and National (Standard) (2.400; 40- -60) | rane See ay 96,00. 
ine $15 ty peril (RKO) vy BY looks fast $12,000. Last week, “Sin- | —“Egg and I" (U) (2d wk). Looks Last week. Queen of Ran 
and h * st week, great $: bad Sailor” (RKO) (2d wk), $9,000. sock $16,000 after last week's better | (SG) and “Buffalo Bil Ri es” (SG 
uge money for this house albeit RKO-Pan (RKO) (1,600; 90-$1.50) { than anticipated $18,000, also great. | (6 days) with Harry “Hipster” Gib- 
way below hopes. Third week likely. —“Best Years’ (RKO) (5th wk). | Rialto (Fourth Avenue) (3.400: 40-| son on stage. slow 39.000 : 
ee Sivong $14,000 after smash $15,000 | 60)—“Sinbad Sailox"’ (RKO). Strong| Orpheum ‘(D'town-WC) (2.210: 50- 
{ urth week ; | $18,000. Last week, “Suddenly | $1)—“Johnany O'Clock” (Col) and 
Smith, R an Teamed "State (Par) (2.300: 50-70)—‘Sial- | Spring” (Par), $12,000. “Drummond” (Col). _ Good $23,000 
cag lion Road” (WB). Fancy $12,500 and| State (Loew's) (3,300; 40-60)— | Last week. “Locket” (RKO) and | 
1 15. ' bulous | “Macomber Affair” (UA) and “Blind | “Code West” (RKO) (2d wk). nice ! 
“a Hollywood, April 1 may hold. Last week, “Fabulou: | Spot” Cul Nice $18,000. Last }$i1000 
’ J ) ol}. i * a. ‘ s J ‘ ‘ bs 
are sot for Weneery’ “Danburet® 0} a ye aie Sse 55)—“Jol- lwe ek, P Kor ge in een eae ike een tear ae Rom 
( ; how- |G) an th Hour” (Col), 000. 80 )—" Besi ears | » «12th | 
ag Fins — Block and Dietrich | ing “Mage . rey a “Cali- Strand (Fourth Avenue) (1,400;| wk). Nice $12,500. Last week. neat 
a nneken, with Ruth rooks fernia” (Par ), $4,000. 90-$1.50)—“Best Years” (RKO) (2d | $13,400. 
ging the screenplay. |“ Werld (Mann) (350; 50-99)—“Sin- |wk). Increased prices scaring some| Pantages (Pan) (2.812: 50-$1+— 
Picture wil] be the first producer | | bad Sailor” (RKO) (mo.) Fair | patrons away, but still satisfactory! “Trail Street” (RKO) and “Beat | 
job for Ranald MacDougall, recently | $2,000. Last week, “Jolson Story” ; at $9,000. Last week, potent $12,000 Band” (RKO). Light $15,000. Last | 
upped from a writer berth. (Col) (8th wk), nice $1,800. but under hopes. week, “Guilt Janet Ames” (Col) and ! 





‘Locket’ Rich $12,000 In 
Mpls.; ‘Stallion’ Sturdy 


1236, ‘Yours’ Fair 66 


(M-G), pallid | 


film policy. 
Estimates for This Week 

Circle (Katz-Dolle) (2,800: 40-60) 
—"“Sister Kenny” (RKO) and “Sweet- 
heart Sigma Chi” (Mono). Mild $8,- 
000. Last week, “Affairs Geraldine” 
(Rep) with Tex Beneke and Glenn 
Miller orch on stage, sock $25,000 at 
48-72c scale. 

Indiana (Katz-Dolle) (3.300; 40-60) 
—‘*Wonderful Life” (RKO). Fine 
$13,000. Last week, “Miss Pilgrim” 
(20th) and “Child of Divorce” 
(RKO), $12,500. 

Keith’s (Indie) (1,300; 40-60 )—“Egg 
and I” (U) (2d wk). Fast $14,000 
after wow $18,000 opener. Set for 
run until April 29. 

Loew's (Loew's) 
“Macomber Affair” (UA) and “Blon- 
die’s Holiday” (Coli. So-so $12,000. 
Last week, “Happened in Brooklyn” 
(M-G) and “So Dark Night” (Col), 
about same. 

Lyric (Katz-Dolle’) (1.600; 40-60)— 
“Ladies Man” (Par) and “Big Town” 


(2.450; 40-60 )— 














40-70 )—“Hap- | 





| 





| the new bills 





New Films Slow in Mild L.A.; Second 
Week of ‘Ege’ Tops at Hefty $63,000; 
O'Clock’ 516, Band’ 53446, 10 Days 


Los Angeles, April 15. 
It's still “Egg and TI’ way out in 
front with its second week here, 


other pictures dropping behind 
mainly because of competition from 
heat wave and beaches. “Egg” is | 
batting for hefty $63,000 in initial 
holdover stanza after bettering 
smash $86,000 in first week, a bit 
over hopes 

“Johnny O'Clock looks likely to 


hit $51,000 in five theatres to lead 
“Angel.and Badmazx.” 
in two Paramount houses, shapes a 
neat $41,000 while “Trail Street” 
is shooting for $32,000, also in two 


spots. “Sea of Grass” is fair $38,000 
while “Stallion Road” is just $34,000, 
both second frames. Reissue of 


“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” shapes 


as dull $12,000 for final three days , 


a‘ter fair $41,500 in first seven for 
four houses. 
Estimates for This Week 
Apolle (FWC) 600; 50-$1) — 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and “Bull- 
dog Drummond at Bay” (Col), Neat 
| $5,000. Last week, “Locket” (RKO) 
and “Code of West” (RKO) (2d wk), 
fair $2,700. 


Belmont (FWC) 
“Johnny O'Clock” 


(1,532: 50-$1) — 
(Col) and “Drum- 


mond” (Col). Sturdy $8,500. Last |. 
week, “Locket” (RKO) and “Code 
West” (RKO) (2d wk). $3.200. 
Beverly (FWC) (1,352; $1-$1.80)— | 
“Best Years” (RKO) (16th wk). 
Solid $7,000. Last week, $6,000 
Beverly Hills Music Hall (G&S- 
Blumenfeld) (824; 65-$1)—“Fabulous 


rseys” (UA) and “Little Iodine” 
(UA) (3d wk). 


Down to $2,000. Last 
week, $2,900. 


Bruin (FWC) (876; 50-$1)—*Egg | 
and I” (U) (2d wk). Smart $6,500. 
Last week, smash $10,000. 

Carthay Circle (FWC) (1,518; 50- 
$1)—“Eegg and I” (U) (2d wk). 
Hefty $8,500. Last week, big $11.500 

Chinese (Grauman-WC) (2,048: 
50-$1) — “Alexander’s Ragtime 
Band” 
Doubloon” (20th) (2d wk). Final 3 
days fell to $3,000. Last week, slow 
$10,700 opener. 

Downtown (WB) 
“Stallion Road” 
Near $14,000. 
hopes at $20,900. 

Downtown Music Hall 
feld) (872: 55-$1)—“Fabulous Dor- | 
seys” (UA) and “Little Iodine” 
(UA) (3d wk). Weak $4,000. 
week, light $8.100 

Egyptian (FWC) (1,538: 50-$1) 
“Sea of Grass” (M-G) (2d wk). 
| Near $10,000. Last week. okay 
| $15, 000. 

El Rey (FWC) 


(1,800; 50-$1) 
(WB) ‘2d wk). 
Last week. below 


(Biumen- | 





(861: 50-$1)— 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col) and “Drum- | 
mond” (Col). Nifty $8,000 
week, “Locket” (RKO) and “Code 
West” (RKO) (2d wk), 
Four Star (UA-WC) 
—“Locket” (RKO) (mo.). 
$3,000. Last week. “Bedelia” 
(3d wk), only $2,700. 

Guild (FWC) (968: $1-$1.80)—‘Best 
Years” (RKO) (5th wk). 
$9,000. Last week, $9.600 


(900; 50-$1) 
Slow | 
(E-L) 





Last | 


Last | 


nice $4,300. | 


Steady 


“Blondie Knows Best” (Col) (® 
| devel feeble $14,000. 
| Paramount (F&M) (3,398: 50-$1) 
|—“Angel and Badman” (Rep) and 


“Pilgrim Lady” (Rep). Good $15,000. 


|Last week, “Favorite Brunette” 
| (Par) and “Renegade Girl’ (SG) 
(3d wk), $15,600. 


Paramount Hollywood (F&M) (1,- 
1451: 50-$1)—“Angel and Badman” 
(Par). Solid $15,000. Last week, 
“Favorite Brunette” (Par) (3d wk), 


$11,300. 

RKO Hilistreet (RKO) = (2,890; 
50-80)—“Trail Street” (RKO) and 
“Beat Band” (RKO). Passable $17,- 
000. Last week, “Guilt Janet Ames” 
' (Col) and “Blondie Krows Best” 
| «Col) (9 days), dull $14,400 

Ritz (FWC) (1,370: 50-$1)—“Egg 
and I” (U) (2d wk). Solid $10,000. 


Last week, sock $14,200 
Studie City (FWC) (880; 50-$1)— 


“Egg and I” (U) (2d wk). Fancy 
| $8,000. Last week, record $10,400. 
United Artists (UA-WC) (2,100; 
| 50-$1)—“Ege and I” «(U) (2d wk). 
'Smooth $20,000. Last week, great 
$27,700. 

Uptewn (FWC) (1,719: 50-$1) 
“Alexander’s Ragtime Band” (20th) 


(reissue) and “Brasher Doubloon” 
|420th) (2d wk). Off to $2,000 in 3 


| days after slow $6,700 last week. 

| Vogue (FWC) (885: $1.20-1.80)— 

‘Duel in Sun” (SRO) (15th wk). 

| Good $7,000. Last week. $10,100. 

| Wilshire (FWC) (2,296; 50-$1)— 

“Sea of Grass” (M-G) (2d wk). Near 

| $10,000. Last week, oke. $15,000. 
Wiltern (WB) (2,300: 50-$1) — 
tallion Road” (WB) (2d wk). Only 

$10,000. Last week week, oke $15,000. 


‘Fear -Basie Fine 
$75,000 in Philly 


Philadelphia. April 15. 

“Best Years” continues to play to 
virtually capacity biz at the Pix and 
Arcadia, — in its second week at 
both spots. Holdovers will dull the 
| overall total at major spots this ges- 
| sion, with only three openings, “ ed 
| House,” “Perfect Lady” and “Fear in 
| Night.” 

Estimates for This Week 

Aldine (WB) (1,303: 50-94)— 
\“Smash-Up” (U) (2d wk). Okay 
$16,500 plus nice $4,000 for Sunday 
at Earle. Last week, great $21,500 

Ar cadia (Sablosky » (700; 90-$1.80) 
—“Best Years” (RKO?) (2d wk). 
' Sock $22,000 after about same last 
| week. 

Boyd (WB) (2,350; 50-94)—‘Stair- 
| way to Heaven” (U) (3d wk). Mild 
at $15,000. Last week, $19,500. 

Earle (WB) (2,760; 50-99)—“Fear 
in Night” (Par) with Count Basie 
orch topping stage show. Fine $25,- 
| 000. Last week, “Easy Come” (Par) 

with Bob Crosby orch, $19,500. 

Fex (20th) (2,250; 50-94)—*“Carni- 
| val Costa Rica” (20th) (24 wk). So- 
so $16,000. Last week, husky $26,000. 

Geldman (Goldman) (1,300; 50-94) 
—“Sinbad Sailor” (RKO) (4th wk). 

Mild $14,000. Last week, solid $17,000. 

Karlton (Goldman) (1,000: 50-94) 
| —Perfect Lady” (Par). Neat $18,000. 
| Last week, “The Locket” (RKO) (4th 
wk), pale $7,500. 

Keith’s (Goldman) (1.500: 50-94 )— 
“Boomerang” (20th) (2d wk). Mild- 
ish $7,000. Last weck, “Pursued” 
(WB) (2d wk), $6,000. 

Mastbaum (WB (4.390: 50-94)— 
“Stallion Road” (WB) (24d wk). Down 
to thin $19,500 after big $32.500 last 
| week. 

Stanley (WB) (2,950: 50-94)—“Jol- 
son Story” (Colt (7th wk). Wow 
$24,500 = terrific $28.500 last 
week. 

Stanton (WB) (1,475; 50-94)—“Red 
“Hi suse” (UA). Good $i6, 000 or near. 
Last week, “Mighty McGurk” (M-G) 
(2d wk), $8,800. 


‘Boomerang’ Sharp 246, 
Denver; Trail’ Hot 166 


Denver. Avril 15. 
Good weather is accounting for a 
fine batch of biz this week. Top 
coin will go to “Boomerang” play- 
ing in three houses. “Trail Street” 
also shapes as solid at the Orpheum, 
Estimates fer This Week 
Aladdin (Fox) (1.490: 235-74) — 
“Brief Encounter” (U). Fair $4,500. 
Last week, “Best Years” (RKO) (4th 
wk) at 90c.-$1.80 scale. good $8. 500. 
Bluebird (Fox) (572: 35-74)—*“Jol- 
son Story” (Col). Big $5,000. Last 
week, a subsequent run. 
Broadway (Cinema) (1,500: 38-74) 
“Gallant Bess” (M-G) and “Bork 
Oke 


to Speed” (PRC?) (2d wk») 
$8,000. Last week. fine $10,000. 
Denham (Cockrill) (1.750; 35-74)— 
“Favorite Brunette” (Par) (2d wk). 
Fine $12,000, and holds again. Last 
week, sock $16,000. 
Denver (Fox) (2.525: 35-74) — 
“Boomerang” (20th and “Cigaret 
(Continued on page 22) 


(20th) (reissue) and “Brasher | 
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Rank Takes to Saddle in Longterm 
_ Anglo-Aussie Plan on Horse-Operas 





London, April 15. ¢ 
Britain is going into the horse- | 
opera film business. J. Arthur Rank | 
is planning a series of large and | 
small scale in-the-saddle pictures 
produced in Australia and Canada. | 
Success of the Harry Watt Australia- | 
made “The Overlanders” has started 
the rolling. 
A longterm 
tralian 


cided 


ball 
plan for Anglo-Aus- | 
film production has been de- 
following conferences in Lon- 
doh between Rank and John Davis, 
of Rank office, and Maj. R. P. Baker 
Michael Balcon for Ealing Stu- 
ch made “Overlanders.” 
Australian link at the 
was Ken Hall, acting 
Rydge of Australia. 
First step: is the immediate re- 
equipment of the Pagewood and | 
Cinesound. Studios in Sydney, at cost | 
of over $320,000. When production 
gets well under -way, modern 
studios and laboratories to which 
the new eauipment will be trans- 
ferred will be built. Production ac- | 
tivities will be based on a tripartite | 
arrangement between the interests | 
mentioned. 


and 
dic s, vhi 
contere! 
for Norman 


ces 


But Rank’s horse-opera plans are | 
much further advanced than he has | 
revealed Ralph Smart, who was | 
associated with Harry Watt in the | 
making of “Overlanders,” is already 
et work in Australia as independ- 
ent producer with Rank backing. He 
went into action quietly and with- | 
out any publicity. 

His first -solo product is already | 
in the can awaiting showing. It’s} 
titled “Bush Christmas” and fea- 
tures some of the’ Overland star | 
team including Chips Rafferty. This | 
picture is at present due for a late | 
fall release. Smart was in London | 
recently and flew back to Australia | 
with a contract for at least four 
more pix in his pocket. He'll work | 
in cooperation with Harry Watt out- 
fit leaving Britain this weekend. 

To Train Key Men 


} 


Eric Williams recently left for 
Australia as general manager, to 


plan production. The Watt unit will 
consist of a nucleus of key tech- 
nicians from this country who, dur- 
ing the first year’s program, will 
work with Aussie technicians and 
train them before returning, to this 


country. Some, of course, may stay 
in Australia. 
Among those going are Leslie 


Norman, as associate producer; Wal- 
ter Greenwood, author of record- 
breaking play, “Love on the Dole,” 
and other novels and _ scenarios; 
Julian Spiro, at present directing a 
film in the West Indies; Charles 
Woolveridge, Ealing art director, 
and Ton Shenton, make-up expert. 

First Watt assignment is “Eureka 
Stockade,” story of Australian gold 
rush of 1850's, with Chips Rafferty 
starring. and Gordon Jackson and 
Jack Lambert going out from this 
country. This will be followed by 
“Robbery Under Arms.” 

Some of the Australian products 
will be made specially for the Rank 
children’s cinema clubs, but wher- 
ever suitable, they will be marketed 
generally as well. 

Rank also has his eyes on Canada 
as good in-the-saddle film 
tion ground, and negotiations are 
well ahead for_action stories set in 
that Dominion. This is his big bid 
to overcome Britain's climate limi- 
tations, and get in on the outdoor 
action film market. 


First Theatre Club To ° 
Sponsor Revue Tryouts 
Set Up by Londoners 


London, April 10. 

London has many theatre clubs 
where new plays are tried out, with 
most successful of these being the 
Lindsey, which already had four 
shows in the West End to its credit, 
including Elsa Shelley’s “Pick-Up 
Girl” as the most successful. But 
none of these clubs has ever catered 
to the lighter form of entertainment 
such as revue. 

First club to take a hand in this 
type of show is the newly-formed 
Cabin Club, run in association with 
the Twentieth Century _ theatre. 

Sponsors of this venture are 
Claude Hulbert and his wife, Enid 
Trevor; Annette Mills, former 
dancer, now successful 
and sister of film star John Mills: 
Avril Angers, revue star: Michael 
Howard. radio actor, and Adrian 
Brune), film director. 





produc- | 


songwriter 


Pomeroy Pays $1,000,000 
For London’s Cambridge 


What Next? 


Dublin, “April . } 

Queueing up for cinemas ‘in 
bad weather is a menace to 
health, according to a group of 
Irish doctors who are now con- 
ducting research on the “men- 
ace.” 
Doctors, who’ are not named, 
say their inquiries are ‘private 
and unofficial,” but if the re- 
sults confirm their opinion that 





London, April 15. 
Jay Pomeroy, who jumped into | 
showbiz from the liquor trade, has | 
just. closed deal with 
Theatre Properties, 
Littler is the chairman, 
of the Cambridge 
he now has on 

involves $1,000,000. 
Pomeroy has also acquired Empire. 
Holloway, suburban spot, previous- 
ly owned by Moss Empires, for 
around $160,000. Theatre ex- 


for pur- 
theatre, 


Deal 


chase 


which lease. 


was 


Associated | 
of which Prince | 


queueing is a cause of phthisis 
(tuberculosis), they will submit 
a report to the government’s 
Dept. of Health. 





sees 


Famous Players 


Can. Hit Profit 





tensively damaged by bombs during | 


some time 
rebuild 


the war aid will take 
before given permit to 
the Ministry of Works. 





Wolf Call Halts 
Austria Tax Jack 


Vienna, April 7. 
Concerted action by all local film 
distribs (except Russians) under 
in§tigation of Wolfgang Wolf, Aus- 
trian Motion Picture Export Assn. 


to jack admission taxes in Austrian 
provinces as high as 40°. Taxes re- 
main at present figures ranging from 
10 to 20%, which all concerned wit 
industry feel are high enough. 
Procession toward higher impost 


|was started in Upper Austria where 


municipalities, under enabling law 
passed by provincial parliament an- 
nounced raises effective April 1 
which in ease of Linz, Austria’s sec- 
ond city, would have made figure 
40%. Styria and Carinthia followed 
suit with raises to 20 and 30% re- 
spectively. Since film rentals here 
are assessed on gross b.o. price in- 
cluding tax, these moves looked 





land won agreement that all would 
stall distwibution starting April 4 if 
itax raise went into effect. However 
| when copy of agreement was sent 
inext day to Sovexportfilm for sig- 
imature, Russians changed their 
| minds and didn’t go along. But Mos- 
| cow's product doesn't carry enough 
weight outside of Russian occupa- 
tion zone to count. Status remained 
|quo until very eve of April 4 with 
lexhibitors pressuring their munici- 
| palities. 

Final result was decision to hold 
inew tax law “in suspension” and 
|not impose the higher figures. 
ithe end'no playing time was ac 
itually lost. Local economic experts 
| figure’ higher takes would have been 
|merest drop in the bucket foz 
municipalities while ruinous to the 
atres. They would have meant 
higher income to exchanges, but 
Wolf felt longrun effect would be 
|adverse to industry in general. 
| 


B.A. GETS JUNKETEERS, 
BRITISH DISTRIB CO. 


Buenos Aires, April 15. 

Arrival of Spyros P. Skouras and 
Murray Silverstone, 20th-Fox and 
20th-Fox Int'l prexies, in Buenos 
Aires last week, will be followed by 
other junketeers. Dr. Renato Gua- 
lino, veepee of Lux Film of Rome, 
will tour Argentine distribution cen- 
ters with his local rep, Dr. Manlio 
Marino, as guide. Lux Film's Italian 
sound pix are sub-titled in Buenos 
Aires. Lux’s picture, “The Bandit,” 
had a good run at the Metropolitan 
early in the year. 
| Yet another British distribution 
| setup is coming into the market, 
| Nicolas Di Fiore and associates hav- 











| ing formed British Films Selections | 
to distribute for Pathe Pictures and | 


; 


| Anglo-American. Their first release 


British Films will eventually go into 
distribution 


| will be “Piccadilly,” directed by 
| Herbert Wilcox with Anna Neagle 
| and Michael Wilding in the leads. 
j 


production as well as 
in the Argentine market. 


Crown’s Latin Swingeroo 

Alfred Crown, foreign salesman- 
ager for Samuel Goldwyn, left New 
York Monday (14) for a month's 
swing through South America. First 
| stop is Rio de Janeiro, going from 
| there to Buenos Aires April 27. 

Route home will be via stopovers 
in Santiago and Lima. 





by | 


In | 





t Toronto, April 15. 
Reflecting. excellent business 
the film industry in 1946, net profits 
of Famous Players Canadian Corp. 
for last year reached the highest 
point in the company’s history, 
showing $2,834.956 after provision 
for $2,135,000 in income and excess 
| profits taxes, according to J. J. Fitz- 

| gibbons, FPC president. 

| On dividends, this was $1.63 a 
sharg. on 1,737,072 shares of common 

| stock outstanding, as compared with 

| the previous year’s net profit of $1,- 











|boss, has apparently nixed attempts | 594 973 which paid 9lc a share. 


Early in 1946,.a new capitalization 
plan saw FPC subdividing the com- 
|} mon stock on a basis of three new 
|shares for one old. Of this issue, 
750,000 shares were taken.up on the 
market and a further 70,500 shares 
acquired by certain officers of the 
eqgmpany. This debt, amounting to 
over $5,500,000 as of Dec. 31, has 
| been entirely paid off. 

Fitzgibbons announced at the an- 
nual meeting that FPC has 10 new 
| theatres in construction and _ that 
further erection of other houses 
across Canada would be started as 
soon as building materials are avail- 








: able, this in addition: to plans for 
serious to exhibitors. _ |substantial alterations and improve- 
| Wolf called meeting of all distrib-| ments to a number of existing 
utors, including semi-official Rus- | pouses. 
sian, French and British agencies, | 


| The 1946 operating profit was $5,- 
| §99,284 as compared with the pre- 
vious year’s $5,123,790; dividends re- 
ceived were $330,968 against $238.,- 
906. Depreciation writeoffs for 1946 
totalled $680,252 as against $699,605. 
Income and excess profits taxes 
were $2,135,000 against $2,713,000. 

After dividends of 
earned surplus as of Dec. 28, 
totalled $11.362.113 as against $7.- 
798,266 for the previous year. Cur- 
|rent assets on Dec. 28, '46 were $8.,- 
| 456.242, current liabilities were 
| $471,814, this indicating net working 
| capital of $7,884,428 as against $2,- 
544.192 as of Dec. 29, °45. 


} 


Guitry, Lifar, Cortot 
Get 2d Parisian 0.0. 


And Come Off Better 


Paris, April 8. 
Contrary to what might be 
| thought, many Parisians don’t con- 
| sider either Sacha Guitry nor Serge 
| Lifar as definitely tabu because of 
| Nazi-collaboration taints. Trouble 
|about Guitry is that he is no more 
|} young and may be too old before 





|people have forgotten about. him, 
leven if they forget fast. Also he 
{doesn't thrive in an atmosphere 


| where he can’t feel himself adulated, 
which he currently lacks. 

Guitry really never did anything 
very bad; never gave anybody away: 
just thought the easiest way to re- 
tain his‘ easy living was to play 
pretty to the Germans. He certainly 
is no hero, and never was a strong 
| character, even if a very talented 
j}one. He certainly lost all personal 
| pride to insure his comfort, but if 
pall those who did that. and worse, 
were to be dealt with severely, there 
{would be plenty apartments free 

nere. What Guitry has most against 
| him, and which damned him, is first 
that many people were jealous of his 
success which turned him from an 
interesting guy into a conceited one 
who had to be sat upon now and 
then: and secondly that he gave too 
much publicity to his various mar- 
,rlages when everybody knows that 
(Continued from page 16) 
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Peak Last Year 


$1,138,550, | 
46 | 








Mex Pix Building Is 
Slowed Down to Siesta 


Mexico City, April 15. 

Depression has dipped general biz 
about 40% from what it was this 
time last year. Cinema construction, 
| prominent feature of the building 
boom in Mexico that began in 1935, 
the leftist Cardenas, gov- 
took 
the 





soon after 


| ernment and bounded 


| during 


over, 
six lush has 
slowed down to almost a standstill. 


Pix, most popular public diversion 
| 
| 
| 


wal 


years, 


| in Mexico, feeling the depres- 
| sien, and cinema builders are study- 
ing 
| with 
mas. 


are 
situation before going ahead 
their program for more cine- 
Large private banks are now 


| laying off loans for building cine- 


; 

| . 

| mas, waiting results of the bigtime | 
| ' 


builders’ survey. 


| 


British Exhibs In 


Stew on lerms 


London, April 15. 
odds 





| British exhibs are at with 


Teddy Carr, managing director of | 


|General Film Distributors and chief 
of renting department. They claim 
Carr is asking exorbitant terms for 
British pictures, and threaten to ask 
Sir Stafford Cripps, president of the 
Board of Trade, for an investigation, 

Grievance began some months 
ae and while Carr was absent in 
. S. at the beginning of year, ex- 
| hibs saw his chief, J. Arthur Rank, 





| who compromised by introducing 
|sliding scale clauses in contracts. 
| Not satisfied with the working of 


| this scheme, exhibs allege harsh and 

unfair treatment and plan to seek 
Government intervention. 
| Carr says he’s only asking terms 
that pictures deserve. He maintains 
| exhibs still living in the past 
|} when it was impossible to give a 
| British picture away on any terms. 
| Now an average British film is gross- 
be. twice the average of an Ameri- 
| can film and Carr is demanding what 
jhe says exhibs would have paid 
| American companies if position was 
; reversed. He cites case of one im- 
| portant exhib who, in the past, paid 
|five times as much for American 
product as for British, and would 
still like the same terms today, 


are 


9006 BRITISH DEAL ON 
FOR 90 U. REISSUES 


London, April 10. 
Percentage deal for 90 reissues of 


Universal Pictures product started 
by Joe Seidelman while here re- 
cently has caused stampede of 
bidding. 


First to make offer was Arthur 
Dent, former director of Associated 
British Picture Corp. in the John 
Maxwelk regime. He has been 
closely followed by Hyams Bros. 
"indie pix theatre owners, who re- 
cently sold out to J. Arthur Rank. 

Involved in this deal is also the 
acquiring of the Anglo - American 
Pictures exchanges in London and 
key cities. A. A. exchanges are for 
| disposal due to company (which was 
recently acquired by A. B. P. C. 
from Lou Jackson for around $750.,- 
000) being absorbed by Pathe Pic- 
tures, an A. B. P. C. subsidiary, with 
buyers of U. P. reissues in need of 
exhanges to handle the physical 
distribution. 

Deal, which is being held up till 
arrival of Seidelman from Paris, in- 
volves over $500,000. 


Palladium’s ‘Here, There’ 
| Looks Like London Hit 
| 














London, April 15. 

“Here, There and Everywhere,” 
|}new musical opening at the Pal- 
| ladium and starring Tommy Trinder, 
| Was cordially received by a capacity 
i house. Outstanding hits were scored 
‘by three U. S. ac 
| b ree . S. acts, newcomers 


| Mabel Lee, the Masterkeys and Wil- 


son, Keppel and Betty. George 
;|Campo and the Zoris, latter a 


| French adagio novelty, were also 
| well liked. Show, lavishly mounted 
|and artistically produced, looks an 
assured success, 

“Power and Glory,” transferred 
from the Lindsey theatre club. to 
the Foriune, looks a fair hit. 


Uf Marie Putte, deatalbar Saugro 
Stars Above U.S. Product, Poll Shows 





London, April 15. 
Indicating the strides British films 
have made in the homeland are the 
results of two picture polls revealed 








jlast week. In an analysis of audi. 
ence likes undertaken by Sidney 
|Bernstein’s Granada Circuit only 
}One American picture, “The Lost 
| Weekend,” placed among the fea- 
tureS8 voted as the six best films 
|while a reader survey carried out 
by the Daily Mail failed to place ; y 
U. S. pix in the top bracket 
Granada patrons termed The 
Way to the Stars” (UA-Two Cities) 
“The Seventh Veil” (GFD Sydney 
|Box), “The Captive Heart” (“Eagle 
Lion-Michael Balcon), “The W icked 


Lady” (Eagle Lion-Gainsboro igh), 
|The Rake’s Progress” ‘(Eagle Lion. 
| Individual) and “The Lost Week. 
j}end” (Par) as among the year’s best. 
Daily Mail’s National Film Award 
|for the second year brought lauvels 


jin that order to Herbert Wilcox’s 
\“Piceadilly Incident,” “Wicked 
| Lady,” “Seventh Veil,” “Captive 
| Heart,” “Brief Encounter” (Cine- 
| guild), “Rake’s Progress,” “Caravan” 
| (Ostrer-Gainsborough), “Theirs Is 
the Glory,” documentary produced 
j;and released by General Film Dis- 
|tributors, “Magic Bow” (Ostrér- 
|Gainsborough), and “The Over- 
|landers,” Michael Balcon - Ealing 
Studios Aussie-made film 

Based on 2,200,000 entries. four 
times as large as last year's, Daily 


| Mail's balloting voted James Mason 


}as the top British actor for the sec- 
jond successive year. Runners-up 
;}were Michael Wilding, Stewurt 


Granger, Rex Harrison, Michael Red. 
| grave, Eric Portman, Trevor How. 
jard, Ralph Richardson, Roger Live- 
| sey and Robert Donat. Heading the 
|femmes for the second veai running 


|was Margaret Lockwood who was 
followed by Anna Neagle, Ann Todd, 
|Phyllis Calvert, Celia Johnson, 
Patricia Roc, Jean Kent, Deborah 
|Merr, Vivien Leigh and _ Lilli 
| Palmer. 


In leading the male thesps, Mason 
|polled close to 200,000 
| 120,000 more than he 

year. Miss Lockwood 

hefty 160,000 ballots, three times 
_what she garnered last year. In the 
poll, as a whole, more than 250.000 
entries were rejected due to failure 
of the voters to abide the 
| ditions of the poll. 

| Granada patrons voted as their 
| favorite stars James Mason, Stewart 
'Granger, British-born Ray Milland, 
|Bing Crosby, John Mills and Lau- 
| rence Olivier. Margaret Lockwood 
jled the opposite sex with Ingrid 
|'Bergman, Bette Davis, Greer Gar- 
;son, Patricia Roc, Vivien Leigh and 
'Jeanne Crain next in order. Most 
of the runners-up are either British 
,or British-born. 


votes, 
received 
racked 


some 
last 
up a 


by con- 


| Replying to a question as to 
; Whether they had thought British 
|films had improved since prewar 
days, Granada customers em- 
|phatically agreed they had, while 
|only 4° differed. Another 26%. ex- 


' pressed the belief that U. S. pictures 
|had also improved. 





Rough Bucharest Fans 
Attest Prewar Draw Of 
U.S. Pix Still Paramount 


Attesting to the fact that U. S. ei 
tures are as popular today in Ru- 
pean as before the war, a crowd 
| of impatient film patrons broke 
through a cordon of police in Buch- 
| arest, smashed windows and = un- 
| hinged the lobby doors of the Eforia 
| theatre in its -efforts to buy ducats 
| for Paramount's “Reap the Wild 
| Wind.” Patrons-started to form a 
line for tickets at 7 o'clock in the 
morning, two hours’ before the 
| house opened, according to Nicholas 
| Cazazis, Motion Picture Export Assn. 
| manager. 

| Strong advance bally on the pic- 
ture, which 


| was climaxed by &@ 
preem the night before the regular 
run, attended by members of the 


| Rumanian ministry, is held account- 
| able for the widespread interest in 
| the picture. Since new American 
| films were allowed to enter Ru- 
| mania, damage to theatre propeity 
from overflow crowds has been 
| severe that Bucharest authorities re- 
cently passed an ordinance forbid- 
| ding exhibitors to sell more tickets 
than the theatre’s seating capacity. 


so 





| George Weltner, Paramount fer- 
| eign chief, sails from London todey 
|«Wed.) for the U. §&., aboard the 
‘Queen Elizabeth, 


“,/ SE 
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whiz Takes Worst Rap in Occupied 


By JOSEF ISRAELS Il 
Vienna, April 3. 





German and Austrian showbiz 
cireles are wondering how much 
longer gravely unhealthy economic 
situation of amusement industry can 
keep up without utter collapse. This 
particularly applies to low earnings 
of aetors, musicians and artists of 


Gordon’s Multi-Lingual 
Hollywood, April 15. 
Two Continents Pictures. will 
shoot “Delirium” in Paris next 
month in English, French and either 
German or Italian. 
Paul 


Gordon, producer-director, 
sails on the Queen Elizabeth May 9 
| with crew and some cast, rest to be 
even in contrast to generally iow | signed in Europe. French cast will 
pay and living standards of all| be headed by Louis Jouvet. 

workers in occupied territories. 


In estimating the worth of salaries, ‘Be . F lJ \ 
riers Eye U.S. 





all categories. These are underpaid 
and underfed to a pitiful extent, 











dollar, same as the German mark, 
sells this week in the black bourse 
e considered in buying power 4S |German film enterprise, and consid- 
ss than $7 rather than its official | ered a leading authority in his field, 
mi-governmental radio monopoly, |interest in the “high artistic stand- 
re still based on prewar value of lard, admirable technique and strong 


note must be taken of contrast be- 
Pix Skeptically 
at 80 to the dollar, while the mark p y 
juivalent of $50. said Berliners take a “more critical 
marks 


iween official and “black” worth of 
is around 300. Therefore the month- Berlin, April 6. 
Cockeyed Values land skeptical view of “Hollywood 
(later converted at 1 to 1{human appeal” in French films but 


-Current London Shows 


London, April 15. 
“Animal Kingdem,” Playhouse. 
“Anonymous Lover,’ York’s. 
“Born Yesterday,” Garrick. 
“Call Home Heart,” St. James. 
“Clutterbuck,” Wyndham. 
“Daneing Years,” Casino. 
“Eagle Twe Heads,” Globe. 
“Fifty-Fitty,” Strand 
“Here, There,” Palladium. 
“Guinea Pig,” Criterion. 
“Jane,” Aldwych. 
“Lady Frederick,” Savoy. 
“Man From Ministry,” Comedy. 
“Ne Reem at Inn,” Winter Garden. 
“New Barabbas,” Vaudeville. 
“Peace to Peckham,” Princes. 
“Perchance to Dream,” Hipp. 
“Piccadilly Hayride,” Wales. 
“Pewer and Glery,” Fortune, 
“Remany Love,” Majestys. 
“She Wanted Cream” Apollo. 
“Shep Sly Cerner,” St. Martins. 
“Song of Norway,” Palace. 
“Sweetest and Lowest,” Ambass. 
“Under the Counter,” Phoenix. 
“White Devil,” Dutchess. 
“White Steed,” Whitehall. 
“Winslew Boy,” Lyric. 











money. The Austrian  schilling, 

while standing officially at 10 to the 

ly wage. of a middle class actor in| Interviewed recently by Radio | 

| good theatre, 500 schillings, must | Berlin, Ernst Lindemann, of DEFA, | 
One trouble is that salaries in im- | films, which recently had been so 
ortant theetres and on Ravag, | popular.” There is, he said, great 

ior schillings) when schilling was 

about 4 to the dollar and there were 

shops besides. 


Therefore today’s absolute top 
salary in Vienna’s No. 1 legit house, 


Berliners rejected “their negative 


|approach to life.” 
things to buy in food and clothing | 


British films also registered some 


lmajor hits but generally speaking, 
|\Lindemann said, “Berliners miss in 


them the genuineness of the French 


month, fades from prewar magnifi- | of the Americans. At the same time, 
cence to a 1947 equivalent buying | their good taste and good acting are 


power of under $30. -A pack of U.S 
cigarettes costs. an Austrian 20 
schillings, a pound of black market 
meat 60 to 100 schillings and one egg 
four schillings. Sugar is 50 schill- 
ings a pound. A pair of shoes, 
rarely obtainable at all would cost 
1,000 schillings and a man’s suit 1,200 
to 1,500. 

Nevertheless, the 3,000 schilling 
salary represents a big raise on 
paper from Nazi time salary top in 
same theatre of 2,000. But no more 
than half a dozen players are draw- 
ing that kind of money. Average 
player in the state subsidized the- 
atres here is getting 500 to 1,500 a 
month. In private theatres it’s an 
average of 25% less. Despite fact 
that in most cases it’s a year round 
wage, it’s not a living. 

Fees ' in government subsidized 
Vienna State Opera are somewhat 
better. A top conductor gets 4,000 
schillings monthly ($50). Experi- 
enced ballet people draw 1,000 to 
2.000 schillings, but have it extra 
hard to get enough food to support 
strenuous exercise of their jobs. Pit 
musicians at opera and in orches- 
tras of Philharmonic calibre are 
getting 600 to 2,000 schilling top— 
equivalent of $8 to $22 a month. 

Pay in radio, both at Ravag and 
U.S. Army-operated Red-White-Red 
network, is so pitifully small that 
better show people are refusing 
jobs. Officials just shrug and en- 
gage others from plentiful supply of 
unorganized musicians and actors. 
A radio job varies from 15 schillings 
to 100, depending on importance of 


spot and including all rehearsals. A | 
léading woman on a 45-minute dra- | 
matic spot did seven hours of re- | 


hearsals and the performance for 70 
schillings. The fee wouldn't buy 
half a decent meal in a black mar- 
ket restaurant. 


$225 Wage Top Per Pic 

In pix, top wage is currently re- 
ported as 30,000 schillings, drawn by 
Hans Moser, comic, for recent 
“World Turns Backwards.” Most 
stars can't get over 20,000 ($225) 
per pic. Leads have been accepted 
recently for as little as 6,000 schil- 
lings (under $100). Players would 
rather play and starve than starve 
in idleness. 

Taxes of approximately 30% are 
deducted at pay window from all 
figures quoted here, making take- 
home money even more pathetic. 
Despite smali nut in theatres and 


studios, managements are squawking | 


they are losing money. One factor 
is low price of seats, averaging 8 to 
10 schillings, with opera going as 
high as 16 schillings. 
Beyer to Olivier 
London, April 15. 


Elsie Beyer, general manager for | 


H. M. Tennent for many years, 
leaves company end this year to 
join Laurence Olivier’s newly- 
formed legit producing organization. 

Will go with Olivier and Vivien 


- |appreciated.” 


Following the outstanding success 
of the Russian films in pre-Hitler 
Germany, Berliners awaited the 
Russian product with great hope, the 
producer said. The first selections 
were “not very good,” but product 
such as “The Youth of Maxim 
'Gorki” met with great success, and 
“The Vow” and “Life of the Bees” 
|arounsed considerable interest. The 
|old German films (Unterhaltungsfile ) 





| were also still popular, but interest | 


| was mainly centered now on the new 
|German pix. 

| Lindemann said the widely her- 
lalded film “Murderer Among Us” 


'had been shown to audiences in the 


| 1,400 theaters in the Russian zone, | 


|approximating 4,000,000 people. He 
|said DEFA has adequate materials 
for film production but that there is 
a shortage of good playwrights and 
producers who can “give the Ger- 
man industry what it needs so that 
it will not have to depend so-heavily 
'on foreign films.” 


C. Dane’s ‘Heart’ Gets 








London, April 15. 

Fresh from a provincial tour and 
slightly doctored prior to its debut, 
'Clemence Dane’s “Call Home the 
| Heart” preemed Thursday (10) 
| at the St. James. A verbose first 
| act was followed by a sprightlier 
second and the play in. general was 
| well received. 
|- A domestic drama, Miss Dane’s 
| play deals with the dilemma of a 
| young matron, Lydia Fraser, who’s 
in love with a man other than her 
| husba +. As Lydia’s mother Dame 
Sybil Thorndike was outstanding 
| while Valerie White, who portrayed 
| Lydia, handled her role adroitly. 
| Moderate run for “Heart” is antici- 
| pated. 


} 
| 


(RKO Latin-America Shift 
Includes Gomez Switch 


Phil Reisman, RKO veepee_ in 
charge of foreign distribution, has 
| realigned several spots in his Latin- 
| American division, most important 
being the elevation of Max Gomez, 
| general manager in Mexico, as spe- 
| cial sales exec under Jack Osserman 
/in Latin - America. New work calls 
for Gomez to handle sales of Ramex 
Pathe Cinema _ productions 
the Latin - American 
market for RKO. Ramex films are 
| the Mexican productions 
,the Churubusco studios near Mexico 





| and 
| throughout 


| City, while other company’s pix are | 


| French-language films made _ in 
Paris. 

Harry Davis, former manager in 
| Colombia, moves over in charge of 
Mexico, being replaced by Ricardo 
| Canals, formerly in charge of Peru. 
'Ned Seckler, Panama manager, 


being moved to Brazil, where he wiil 


Warm London Welcome 





made at) 





|given another five year contract ... 


_ British Prod., 
is |jOining the board of directors, re- 


U-Rank Forming 


lom Distrib Co. 


ondon, April 8. 

Neither Universal’s United World 
Pictures nor the J. Arthur Rank or- 
ganization will distribute 16m non- 
theatrical films in parts of the world 
other than the United Kingdom and 
the U. S. For that purpose, its been 
decided here, a new company will 
be formed jointly by U and Rank 
to handle the narrow-gauge prod- 
uct of U, Rank anc UWP, U’s sub- 
sid. Agreement to organize the new 
distrib has been reached at confer- 
ences between James Franey, UWP 
prexy, and Rank officials. 


Conferees also came to another 
important conclusion. They’ve re- 
vamped initial plans which envis- 
aged the handling by UWP of the- 
atrical distribution of 16m _ prints. 
That idea has been dropped after 
considerable mulling and it’s now 
been decided that tha parent com- 
panies, both Rank and U, will take 
on their own distribution of narrow- 
gauge theatricals. 

Consequently, there'll be no joint | 
distribution of 16m prints for the- | 
atrical purposes. Wherever either 
company maintains exchanges for 
the release of 35m prints, those ex- 
changed will also take on the 16m 
versions. With the jurisdictional 
question settled, Joseph Seidelman, 
U’s foreign dept. head, has already 
given the green light to 16m opera- 
tions throughout the Continent. Deci- 
sion to confine UWP to non-the- 
atricals was made because its felt 
that there would be too many com- 
plications in handling both theatres 
and educational and home narrow- 
gauge outlets. 


The new company to be formed by 
Universal and Rank will operate 
with the extensive library of both 
organizers in the educational and 
religious fields. UWP will act in a 
similar capacity in the U. S. 


British Film Briefs 


London, April 3. 

Ann Todd to star in Hal Wallis’s 
“So Evil My Love,” by Joseph Shear- 
ing. Film was originally titled “For 
Her To See.” Costarring with her 
is Ray Milland, with Ann Richards 
and Raymond Huntley in support. 
Shooting to start May 11 at Denham 
Studios . . . American film distribu- 
tors getting plenty burnt up with 
J. Arthur Rank for having some of 
their top films switched to the Odeon 
(formerly Regal), Marbie Arch. Spot 














/was originally intended as second- 
'run West Ender. Currently playing 


Hitchcock’s “Notorious,” (RKO- 
Radio), with “The Shocking Miss 
Pilgrim” (20th-Century-Fox) sked- 
ded to follow ... Clayton Hutton’s 
play “Power Over Glory,” recently 
produced at the Lindsey Club 
theatre, then transferred to Fortune 
theatre, West End, April 5, is being 
dickered for by Hitchcock for film 

Herbert Smit, exec in charge of 





Montevideo, April 5, 








Pepper to Puerto Rico 

James A. Pepper, formerly 
Warner Bros, manager in Peru, has 
been transferred to Puerto Rico in 
similar capacity. He succeeds Jack 
McHugh, resigned. 


There have been a number of 
developments important for Argen.- 
tina’s film industry in the last week, 
and each one bighlights the extreme 
nationalist tendency which distin. 
guishes every act of the Peron g0vV~ 
ernment. 


j|national vice-prexy, to 


Herbert Fletcher has been named 
by Wolfe Cohen,. Warner Inter- 
manager’s 


In the first place, Congress has 
practically approved and made law 
the famous protectionist decree No, 
post in Peru. 21,344 forcing the country's 1,600 

theatres to exhibit Argentine pix on 
a preferential percentage basis. Ex- 
hibitors, whe: stand to lese coin on 
the local product, have been trying 
for three years to stymie this decree, 


but producing interests has been too 


= - 
| Strong for them. As the Peron fac- 
Halts Brazil B | tion hoids a majority in Congress, 
; | which customarily acts merely as a 
Despite-a 40% slash in firstrun | rubber stamp for the government, 
business as a result of th> govern- | ‘%€ Dill was‘forced through at one 
ment’s rollback order, film revenue | '¢#4ing, and is now held up merely 
in Brazil is holding about even with | by a Senate rejection on a question 
a year ago, according to S. EB. Pier- | °f ‘details. 
point, Paramount International dis- | Second development is 








the re. 
trict manager for Brazil, Argentina, | hashing of an old decree obliging 
Chile, Uruguay and Paraguay. He/|all theatres to exhibit Argentine. 


arrived in New York over the last 

weekend for home offite. inddles. 
Pierpoint regarded this as a clear 

indication of how healthy business 


;made newsreels, those of Emelco, 
| Cinematografiea Pan-Americana and 
| Sucesos Argentinos. The latter is 
| subsidized by the government. This 





production for Two-Cities Films, 


Edward Dryhurst building film 
studios in Torquay in the autumn 
... Frank Harley has been appointed 
managing director of Paramount | 
with P. D. Cornwell 


is for American screen product at 
Brazilian theatres. He said that ren- 
tals were up ‘(for Paramount) 30°, 
in 1946 as against "45, and that only 
the Braziliam edict rolling back ad- 
missions is preventing an inerease 
this year. 

Brazilian exhibitors ‘stil are* try- 
ing to adjust themselves to this re- 
alignment im admission  seales, he 
indicated. Generally the admittance 
price was frozen at the seale exist- 
ing four years ago. This was done 
last October even in the face of a 
100-350% hike in the cost of living 
there. 

However, subsequent-runs® weres 
allowed to boost their admission 
prices under the scale adjustment, 
with grind houses, maimly patron- 
ized by the poorer class, getting as 
much as a 30% boost. This gave 
hikes in admission to third and 
fourth-run houses of Brazil. while 


| 
decree was 





holding back admissions im the first- 
runners. 

Film industry in Brazil now is 
approaching the government for re- 
lief, showing that the rollback is 
discriminatory and not helping the 
people that the government sought 
to aid in battling the cost of living. 
Under present regulations, Pier- 
point cited ome odd rule which 
forces non-air-conditioned theatres 
to cut admissions 40% while air- 
conditioned spots are’ forced to trim 
only 25%. ; 


Mex Theatre Looks For 
- Resarge With Dunham 


Mexico City, April 15. 
Closed for a month’s reorganiza- 
tion after presenting six weeks of 
a scheduled ll-week season, the 
American theatre at the Teatro Iris 


is slafed to reopen tomorrow 
(Wednesday) under the direction 








again of Martin Holman, Melvin 
Parks and Sam Pearce. Trio had 
been offering selected American and 
British plays in English. 

Set for the teeoff is the Katherine 
Dunham dancing troupe of 28. Com- 
pany was originally booked to open 
today (Tues.) but stalled baggage 
cars in which its props were being 
transported was the cause of the de- 
lay. Advance sales indicate a hefty 
gross for the preem. 

Dance venture is the first of its 
kind in Mexico and interest appears 
sufficiently strong to insure the suc- 
cess of the American theatre’s re- 
sumption of legit shows. Tariff for 
the opener has been scaled for 25 
pesos ($6.25) then drops to 20 pesos. 
Duration of the terp company’s en- 
gagement depends on the business 
done. 











‘Rebecca’ Reissue In 
Four-Way Paris Preem | 


Paris, April 15. 
Reissue of “Rebecca” is going into 
four firstrun houses here. Booked 
by Paul Whiie,  film’s four-way 
preem is setting a local precedent. 
Three of the houses will use 
dubbed prints while the remaining 
theatre will screen a titled version. | 
Picture will be released through 





| placing C. F. Karuth, who recently | France by Selznick by means of a 


Leigh when they leave for Australia | be RKO manager in that important | resigned. Farley was for 40 years al local distrib, but the deal as yet has 
, }Par continental rep. ‘ j 


and New Zealand early next year. 


' territory. 


not been finalized. 


Generali Petain made 


forgotten for a time, 
after an investigation disclosed that 
raw stock allocated by the govern- 
ment to ome of the newsreel pro- 
ducers for government propaganda 
shots, was being sold on the black 
market at big profits. Now that 
Alfredo. Bolognesi is once again head 
of the Entertainment Board, the 
mewsreel decree is to be enforced 
once more. 

Third, the church is to be given 
a hand in the censoring of all pix— 


and this would mean that Holly- 
wood’s Rita Hayworths and Lana - 
Turners would have to be draped 
in sackleth before their pix could 


flash on Argentine screens. 


Guitry, Lifar 


aum==s, cominued frem page 14 
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for him marriage is merely a gesture 


without implementation. 


Lifar is another case of the same 
kind. He accepted German domina- 
tion ag if they were the Messiah and 
lost nothing by it, but never did 
anything personally to harm the un- 
derdog. He still has a great many 
admirers and well-wishers here, and 
if it were not that the current gov- 
ernment would never let him return 
to a commanding position at the 
Opera, he would not be there a 
week that they would all eat from 
his hand. He is neither a hero nor a 


traitor—just a mere weakling. 


Cortot and Rossi 
Alfred Cortot, who is rather con- 
ceited, was greatly flattered when 
him Minister 
for Music or some such Grand Vizir 


title. He never did any great harm 
and kept reasonably out of politics 


if holding such a title permits. He 
played with the job like with a doll, 
instituting exams to obtain a piano 
or melodeon teacher's license, and 


|such tommyrot, Being very pompous, 
|he certainly enjoyed the honors go- 


ing with his new dignity and maybe 
let others feel and resent it. 

His only crime is having accepted 
a job from Petain, which is merely 
technical, but the leftists will never 
permit him to stage a comeback on 
account of it. Could he go abroad 
and give recitals there, he would 
click on his merits, but not here. 

Tino Rossi is a different case. 
Among the things against him is that 


_hewas known as a friend of young 
| and beautiful (at the time) Mireille 
| Ballin. Her name is mud now be- 
, Cause she fraternized so with the 
| Nazis. 


There are other French stars 
who fraternized with Germans. Only 
recently one such femme told a court 
that it was true she had a German 
lover, but that love has no country 
and that it would have been con- 
sidered OK if he had been an 
Englishman or an American. The 
case of another femme is somewhat 
different; she was tied up with some 
of the very cruel guys, knew of their 


| doing and voluntarily accepted the 
| situation. 


The perfect heel is a_ certain 
chanteur, click or no click. He real- 


ily didn’t harm anybody by loosing 


the Germans on them, but he’s sup- 
posed to have a Jewish mother and 
never missed a chance to deery the 
Jews, behaving with them in the 


“most insulting way. 
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Moving in on a new kind of menace . 
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the Orient’s mystic underworld... 





Plunging into the tides of treachery 























: that swirl where East meets West . 
f While two gorgeous girls go gunning for him one with her lips, the other with a gat! 
? 
: 
ALAN GAIL WILLIAM 
~ LADD RUSSELL - BEND 
"t hit 
| | 


‘“Two-Years-Before-The-Mast’’ thrills 


topped by the same director 


JOHN FARROW, 
Paramount 
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N.Y. Exhibs Deflate Politicos’ Estimates 
Of Grosses in Battle Against 5% Tax 


New York theatre officials are re- , 
shaping their strategy in the waxing 
battle over local admission taxes. 


With a hearing set for this week be- 
fore the State Tax Commission and 
Mayor William O’Dwyer reportedly 
weighing the added 5% nick on flick- 





Indie Producers | 


Continued from page 3 














quires. And some of these will be 


tive and showman that the job re- | 





eries, metropolitan theatre men are 
out to deflate exaggerated estimates 
by politicos of potential returns on 
tax boosts. 


Oversized guesses on what the 
5% tax, if adopted by the city, 
would bring stemmed originally 


from no less than Governor Thomas 
E. Dewey, it’s pointed out. He fig- 
ured the ‘state’s overall take at $23,- 
800,000 for the year, with New York 
City kicking in a $14,900,000 chunk. 
The joker is the basis of the com- 





putations—they’re made on $82,805,- 
000 total returned from the New | 
York State district to the Federal 
Government for the year on the 20% 
bite. | 

Governor Dewey and the legisla- 
ture reached their estimate, it’s | 
noted, by taking the traditional 90% 
as films’ share and dividing by four. 
Exhibs, however, intend pointing 
out the misleading nature of the 
Federal figures. For one, it’s said, 
many large theatre chains such as 
Loew’s and RKO have their home- 
offices in New York and pay their 
entire taxes to this Federal office on | 
theatres both in and out of the 
metropolitan area. That fact alone 
has ballooned the New York take 
far above it’s actuality. 


Exhib tax specialists also contend 
that the 90% allocation to film 
houses on total Federal amusement 
taxes, while accurate elsewhere, 
can’t be used in metropolitan New 
York. As the chief nitery and legit 
center of the country, the revenue 
from those entertainment sources is 
greater than 10%. Moreover, it’s 
said,- returns from sporting events 
make up a sizeable part of the fig- 
ures. 

As one exhib leader put it: “The 
Army-Notre Dame game alone gave 
the Government $80,000 in taxes. It 
takes an awful lot of small theatres 
to equal that sum. Legislators think 
in terms of the Broadway houses 
with their fat admissions. They don't 
realize that the average ticket ~rice 
in the smaller houses is a little over 
30c.” 

Fred Schwartz, Century ~ circuit 
exec and head of the Metropolitan 
Theatre Owners Ass’n, will appear 
before the State Tax Commission on 
this week's hearing. Exhibs have 
been asked to testify on the manner 
in which the new tax legislation 
should be applied. The statute, 
passed this session by the legislature, 
empowers cities and counties to ex- 
act the 5% admission bite. 


Par-Liberty 


Continued from page 5 


exchange for all capital assets of 
the indie outfit. Par will receive 
Liberty’s residual in the Capra film, 
“It's a Wonderful Life,” now in re- 
lease by RKO. That's in addition to 












Liberty's percentage interest in 
“Mama” and “Union.” 

Liberty was organized by the 
four men (Briskin served as exec 


producer and business agent of the 
unit) a litthe more than a year ago. 
It made a releasing arrangement 
with RKO that called for three pic- 
tures at the minimum rate of one a 
year and an option for a fourth. 
“Life” is the only film delivered un- 
der the deal. 

There has been no disclosure of 
RKO’s attitude on losing the quartet 
of topflight filmmakers. .There’s a 
possibility, of course, that the two 





remaining pix may still be delivered 
under the arranvecment to be made. 
It is understood, however, that one 
concession has already been given 
RKO by Liberty in anticipation of 
such a deal as is now set. That’s the 
loanout of Stevens to produce 
“Mama” 





found to be the same solid indie 
citizenry who were producers before 
setting up your own company be- 
came a Wallingford rage. 

Toughest thing a would-be indie 
is up against now is the firm atti- 
tude of the banks—which provide 
the financial basis for true inde- 
pendent operation. High costs and 
uncertainties concerning foreign 
markets are the chief reason for 
their reticence. Their cautiousness 
is marked by much closer scrutiny 
of the background and qualifications 
of the potential borrower, as well as 
the setup he presents. 

In the meantime, there has been 
a great upsurge in possible outlets 
for independent product. UA, leader 


in distribution of indie output, six 
months ago was acting very tough 
|in making new deals, in light of a 
|superfluity of product. The fact 


that only one film is currently be- 
fore the cameras for its release may 
be fairly assumed to be softening its 
attitude a bit. 

A new factor, too, is the entry of 
Republic, Monogram and the Selz- 
nick Releasing Organization into 
the market for indie producers. Rep 
is seeking such deals to build up its 
schedule, partially as a 
pressure from stockholders on presi- 
dent Herbert. J. Yates. Studio re- 
cently entered into an agreement 
with the Charles K. Feldman group 
of indies. Mono set up a _ subsid, 
Allied Artists, to handle medium- 
and high-budgeters from indies, as 
well from its own organization. And 
David O. Selznick was forced into 
organizing SRO as a result of his 
battle with UA. 


Even Metro Takes On Indies 

Even Metro has taken on an indie 
in its deal for. distribution of Frank 
Capra’s ‘Liberty Films) “State of 
the Union,’ with Spencer Tracy’s 
services involved in the negotiations. 
RKO, which has been second only 
to UA in number of indie releases, 
is still in the market on a large 
scale. Universal and Columbia have 
some semi-independents, but are be- 
lieved not willing to make deals un- 
less the studios provide financing 
and share in the profits. U, inci- 
dentally, would make one of the 
most attractive distrib outfits for 
any producer now, since its tieup 
with J. Arthur Rank insures Brit- 
ish playing time and probably con- 
tinued incothe from Britain, even 
should a freeze be imposed on ex- 
port of coin. 

Paramount, Warner Bros. and 
20th-Fox are believed to be in no 
way interested in releasing inde- 
pendent films. Eagle-Lion and PRC 
are understood to feel the Same as 
U and Col, if they take any indies 
at all. 

While only three purely independ- 
ent pix are being made at the mo- 
ment, there are another seven be- 
fore the eameras or editing which 
fall partly into the indie category 
but don’t fully qualify. Selznick is 
making “The Paradine Case” and 
“Portrait of Jenny,” but they are 
for release by his own company. 
Three pix for U release are being 
financed by the studio. They are 
Walter Wanger’s “The Lost Love”; 
Didna’s ‘(Wanger-Fritz Lang-Joan 
Bennett) “Secret Beyond the Docr” 
and Mark Hellinger’s.“Brute Force.” 

In a similar category is “Assigned 
to Treasury,” being made by the 
Sidney Buchman-Jay Richard Ken- 
nedy unit at Col, and “High Tide,” 
which Jack Wrather is producing 
for Mono. 


-Fabian-UA 


Continued from page 3 














David O. Selznick’s recent departure. 


i ; ; ‘ | It is not believed that owners Mary 
for the studio, since this) Pickford and Charles Chaplin will 


186-Pix Backlog 


Continued from page 3 


Talks to Horses” and “A Woman of 
My Own.” 
RKO’s 11 

RKO has li ready for release, 10 
in various stages of editing and one 
contribution from Walt Disney, 
“Fun and Fancy Free.” Completed 
are “Honeymoon,” “Men About 
Town,” “A Likely Story,” “So Well 
Remembered,” “Woman on the 





Beach,” “Riffraff,” “Magic Town,” 
“Banjo,” “Seven Keys to Baldpate” 
and “Desperate.” In the cutting 
rooms are “Indian Summer,” “Born 
to Kill,” “The Long Night,” “They 
Won't Believe Me,” “The Bachelor 
and the Bobby Soxer,” “Out of the 
Past,” “Crossfire,” “The Fugitive,” 
“Under the Tonto Rim” and “If You 
Knew Susie.” 








| Her 


| White,” “Escape Me Never,” “Chey- | 


At 20th-Fox, “Captain from Cas- 
tile” is in the editing process and 
eight ready for distribution, includ- 


ing “San Demetrio—London,” made 


in England. 
Stretch,” 


Others are*“The Home 
“I Wonder Who's Kissing 
Now,” “Bob, Son of Battle,” 
“Mother Worel Tights,” “Miracle of 
34th Street,’<'Moss Rose” and 
Ghost and Mrs. Muir.” 
Eleven completed at Warners are 
“Life With Father,” “Woman in 


j enne,” “Cry Wolf,” “Love and Learn,” 


“Possessed,” “My Wild Irish Rose,” 


i 
| 
|“Night Unto Night,” “Dark Passage” 


| 
j 
| 
; 


result of | 


| 
| 


| Miracle Can 


| 
| 


i*New 


jand “Deep Valley.” 
rooms 
“The Unfaithful.” 


On ice at United Artists are “Mon- 
sieur Verdoux,” “Heaven Only 
Knows,” “Arch of Triumph,” “Body 
and Soul,” “The Other 
Happen,” 

Affair,” 
Orleans,” 
“Personal 


In the cutting 


“The Ma- 
“Christmas Eve,” 
“Carnegie Hall, 
Column,” “Vendetta,” 
“Dishonored Lady,” “Copacabana,’ 
“The Sin of Harold Diddlebock,’ 
“Red River” and “Fun on a Week- 


comber 


. 


end.” 


17 for Col 
In addition to two cliffhangers, 
“Jack Armstrong” and “The Vigi- 
lantes,” Columbia has 17 features: 
“The Lady from Shanghai,” “The 
Swoidsman,” “The Corpse Came 
Cc. O. D.,” “Down to Earth,” “Keeper 


of the Bees,” “For the Love of 
Rusty,” “The Millertown Case,” 
“Three Were Thoroughbreds,” 


“Little Miss: Broadway,” “Her Hus- 


band’s Affairs,” “Last of the Red- 
men,” “Swing. the Western Way,” 
“Gunfighters,” “Sport of Kings,” 
“Prairie Raiders,” “Raiders of the 
Lone Star” and “Stranger from 
Ponca City.” 

Waiting release at Republic are 


“End of the Rainbow.” “That's My 
Man,” “Hit Parade of 1947,” “Black- 
mail,” “The Trespassers,” “Winter 
Wonderland,” “Yankee Fakir,” “Bells 
of San Angelo,” “Web of Danger,” 
“Wyoming,” “Homesteaders of Para- 
dise Valley,’ “Rustlers of Devil's 
Canyon,” “Springtime in the Sier- 
ras,” “That’s My Gal,” “Spoilers of 
the North,” “Marshal of Cripple 
Creek,” “Oregon Trail Seouts,” 
“Saddle Pals” and “Twilight on the 
| Rio Grande.” 


Practically ready for distribution 
|at Universal are “The Dark Web,” 
| “Ivy,” “The Slave Girl,” “Pirates of 
Monterey” and “The Vigilantes Re- 
turn.” 


One dozen at Monogram are 
“Trailing Danger,” “Violence,” “Six 
Gun Serenade,’ “High Conquest,” 
“Hard-Boiled Mahoney,” “High 
Tide,” “Land of the Lawless,” “Sarge 
Goes to College,” “The Big Scoop,” 
“Louisiana,” “Kilroy Was Here” and 
an untitled “Cisco Kid.” Allied 
Artists has three—“The Gangster,” 
“Tragic Symphony” and “Black 
Gold.” 

Eagle-Lion has two completed, 
“Lost Honeymoon” and “Repeat Per- 
formance,” and one editing, “Love 
from a Stranger.” Ready at PRC are 





“Philo Vance’s Secret Mission,” 
“Philo Vance'’s Gamble,” “The Re- 
turn of Rin Tin Tin,” “West to 


Glory,’ “The Big Six,” “Frontier 
Fighters,” “Thunder Gap Outlaws,” 
“Raiders of Red Gap,” “Shootin’ 
Irons,” “Panhandle Trail” and “Code 





will be an RKO, not a Liberty film. ! part with any of their own holdings. | Of the Plains.” Editing on the same 


latter merely getting a percentage | 
for Stevens’ serviecs. 

Briskin confirmed the pending 
deal, as did a spekesman for Par 
who refused to be quoted until 
papers are inked. Plans were 


mapped at huddles on the Coast last 
week of Par’s Edward Weis] and 
Jack Karp. and Jules C. Stein, head 
of Music Corp. of America. It was 
discussed with Par prez Barney 
Balaban during his visit to the Coast 
the previous week. 


practice. 
| Raftery’s successor .by 


Fabian would take the place of 
Edward C. Raftery, who aims to re- 


the time of 
the annual stockholders’ meeting in 
May. In the event that proves im- 
possible, which is highly likely, 
Raftery will continue in the post 
pending appointment of his succes- 
sor. Chaplin and Miss Pickford are 


detcrmined, however, to get a can- 


, didate set in the next few months. 


lot are 
Winners,” 


“Stepchild,” “Too Many 
“Killer at Large.” “Heart- 


,turn his full attention to his law | aches,” “Pioncer Justice” and “Gas 
It was hoped to line up | House Kids Go West.” 


Four on the Hal 
“Curley.” “Fabulous 
Killed Doc Robin?” and “Here 
!Comes Trouble.” Screen Guild has 
i five finished—‘Bells of San Fernan- 
do,” “Buffalo Bill Rides Again,” 
“Bush Pilot.” “The Hat Box Mys- 
tery” and “The Case of the Baby 
Siiter.” : 


Roach lot are 
Joe,” “Who 





Inside Stuff—Pictures 


Exploitation stunt engineered by Metro veepee over ad-publicity Howard 
Dietz, in which film critics were given actuai title to an acre of land jn 
the New Mexican desert, has received more reaction than almost any 
Metro ballyhoo deal in’ recent months. Nearly every critic and columnist 
who received one of the warranty deeds gave it space. Whole idea was 
a plug for Metro’s “Sea of Grass.” 

Best thing about the stunt, according to Dietz, is the fact that the tota| 
cost to Metro was about $770. Company bought 500 acres of land from 
the Santa Fe railroad at $1 per acre, with the rest of the money going io 
assessments and taxes. Land, incidentally, is currently valued at less than 
$2 per acre and, under terms of the deeds, if gold or oil is ever discovereg 





“The | 


are “The Unsuspected” and ' 


Love,” “A | 
| , Samuel Goldwyn has developed a virulent case of Oscaritis and is send. 
ing out 200 replicas of the gilded statuette to plug his Oscar Derby winner 
The Best Years of Our Lives.” Stand-in Oscars will be displayed in cole 


Latest gripe of one group among 


a chance to see foreign films. 


selected on the basis of popularity 


films are not generally popular with American audiences. 
is that they are not shown in the U. S., except in larger cities where a 
reasonable amount of foreign-speaking patrons are available. A 
small preportion of Army theatre patrons would enjoy foreign language 


' 


films.” 





and future releases. 


for the enjoyment and pleasure of the U. S. military personnel, and are 


on the land, all rights belong to the state of New Mexico, 





U. S. occupation troops in Germ: 


ny 
‘aly 


is the fact that the Army has not given soldiers in the European theaire 
Answering, the Special Services declareq: 
“Entertainment motion pictures shown in Army theatres are primarily 


in Army theatres. Foreign language 


Proof of this 


very 





Hollywood's glamorizing stratagems, including star photos jazzed up by 
typical Yank cheesecake, are borrowed freely by the J. Arthur Rank 
ganization in its British Picture News, a 30-page slick mag to be éir- 
culated sporadically in U. S. trade circles. Brochure makes a direct appeal 
for the reader to “see a good British film,” and lists a number of current 


or 


Rank’s hopes are apparently heavily weighted on the distaff side since 
| BPN’s buildup is almost exclusively 
for James Mason who sometime back lashed out at the British tycoon. hic 


devoted to femme personalities, A¢ 


last Rank pic, “Odd Man Out,” gets a play in the mag but the centerpiece 
is Robert Newton in a subordinate part, not Mason. ; 


Trek of the 14 “Favorite Brunette’ 


end of blows from one-punch Frank 


Or ’ contest winners to the Coast wound 
up in a blaze of publicity—the wrong kind—iast week. First of all]. Bat- 
tling Lee Mortimer, film critic of the N. Y. Mirror, was on the recei, ing 


Sinatra at a Hollywood nitery, Ciro’s, 


The same night the Santa Fe Super-Chief was derailed near Raton. New 


| Mexico, with some 17 injured, but none of the “Brunette” contestants 


| 
aboard was hurt. 


leges, high schools and other public 


Mortimer figures in the “Brunette” contest winners’ trip because, 
Hollywood, he escorted some of the contestants. 


in 





places hitherto free from motion pic- 


ture ballyhoo. This is the first time the Academy has permitted duplica- 
tion of Oscars for publicity purposes. Each is numbered, and will be re- 
| turned to the Academy when the campaign ends. 





Columbia sales execs currently estimate that “The Jolson Story” will 
gross close to double the $3,750,000 velvet of “Gilda,” heretofore that com- 
pany's record pic. With “Jolson” showing remarkable staying power, it's 
now figured that the film will do between $5,000,000 and $6.000 000 do- 
mestically and an added $2,000,000 overseas. ve 
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proper playing time and income 
from New York area for anything 
but top films. 


Doubly complicating their prob- 


i who follow after Loew's and KKO 
pattern their double-bill combina- 
tions and exhibition policy on that 
of the two circuits. So if a pic gets 
relegated to the short end of the 
five-day and two-day segments into 
which RKO and Loew's apportion 
the week, it will be deprived of vir- 
tually all New York playing time in 
the indies, except a few isolated situ- 
ations. 

Indie circuit contracts now pro- 
vide that a pic at the bottom of the 
double bill in the long-end of the 
week or any film booked for the 
short end by RKO or Loew's, can 
be renegotiated. Frequently that 
means they are renegotiated right 
out of all bookings in the subse- 
quents, since there isn't enough 
time to play a lot of them except 
in houses having three or more 
changes weekly. Otherwise, with the 
pick of the product coming from the 
two major circuits, the indies use the 
RKO long-end dual bill for the long 
end of their own splits and the 
Loew's long-half pair for their short 
half. Since Loew's pays more than 
RKO, in the fimal tally a distrib 
winds up with about the same in- 
come from whichever of the two 
circuits he plays. 

How Kt Figures 

Top-billed pic in the long end of 
the week is always played percen- 
| tage by RKO and Loew's, with the 
| distrib getting from about $100,000 
{Up to around $225,000 for an excep- 
| tional film, such as “Jolson Story” 
(Col) recently. A pic that gets equal 
| billing on a duaier earns about half 
of what it would get as top film. 
Lower-half of a twin-bill always 





gets a top flat rental of $18,000 from | 


RKO or Loew's on the long end of 
| the week. On the two-day segment. 
| the topper may get percentage or 
| flat-rental, the percentage occasion- 
| ally working out so that it would be 
| more advantageous to have been 
| second-billed on the five-day por- 
| tions of the week. This income. how- 
jever, can amount to as high 


as 


| $25,000-$30.000. Lower-billed pic on | 


that end gets $3,000-$4.000. 


i} Rental return from the subse- 


.Y.’s Third Major Circuit 


Continued from page 9 


lem in this respect is that the indies: 








quents in New York generally ap- 
proximate that from the Loew's 
or RKO circuits—if in the renegotia- 
tion of the contract the pic is lucky 
enough to get booked at all. 

: Among the indie webs said to be 
interested in setting up the third 
circuit along with Schwartz (37 
theatres), are said to be Julius 
Joelson (17 houses), possibly Harry 
Brandt (who books more than 100 
houses), Island Theatres (55 houses), 


and others. Fabian circuit is not in- 
volved, at the moment, anyhow. 


Bids Stay | 


'——— Continued from page 5 Game 


promptly appealed his action. With 
a virtual certainty of reversal came 
the settlement by the majors. 

Industry legalites are telling sales 
chieftains that while the stay frees 
them from following the decree. it 
doesn't stop damages from running 
in private suits nor does it exempt 
distribs from liability under new 
claims. Only sound out for the 
majors is to offer pix to all comers 
in sore spots throughout the coun- 
try and to base the award of a film 
to the highest bidder. Then. if @ 
suit is filed, distrib can point to open 
market conditions as a strong de- 
fense. 


ee 


_ aman 

















Mere Roadshowings 

On other points, the sky’s the limit. 
Four-wall leasing of theatres, for 
instance, which broke out in a resh 
while the price-fixing ban was effec- 
tive is no longer necessary with the 
stay. Distribs can put through deals 
in which a price-boost is one of the 
terms without worrying about Gov- 
ernment reprisals. With the strings 
cut, a number of distribs intend g0- 
ing into extensive roadshows on big 
pix. 

Recent deal between Loew's and 
David O. Selznick on “Duel in the 
Sun” was only possible because the 
decree’s regulation of selling prac- 
tices was suspended. Loew's agreed 
to preem “Duel” day-and-date in 37 
| houses and the Capitol. If the 
; cree had operated, Selznick would 
have been compelled to offer “Due!” 
in each competitive area to the 
highest bidder and the blanket pect 
| with Loew's would have been illegal. 
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by the same producer, with the same star, and 
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; for the same great — OR BETTER - business now piling up 


be everywhere for Hunt Stromberg’s presentation of 


Hedy Lamarr in “THE STRANGE WOMAN" | 


HUNT STROMBERG ovesents HEDY LAMARR in “DISHONORED LADY" co.starng DENNIS O'KEEFE ang JOHN LODER wien WILLIAM LUNDIGAN » MORRIS CARNOVSKY 


nd PRODUCED BY JACK CHERTOK 


ore on ah mine ae Saami 


he Directed by Robert Stevenson « Screenplay by Edmund H. North » A Hunt Stromberg Production 


; @This is money-in-the-bank from UA 
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Concert Series Booking Idea For 
Class British Pix Brodies in Pa. 


Pian for unorthodox distribution + 
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ef pix on special concert playdates 
which called for backing of women’s 
organizations and civic groups has 
taken a bad tumble. Following one 
jirial run backed by the Junior 
League of Reading, Pa., Prestige unit 
of Universal, innovator of the 
scheme aimed at non-regular film- 
goers, has shelved and probably 
dropped the idea entirely. With the 
plan now on ice, Elaine Wayne, who 
headed Prestige’s concert promo- 
tions, has stepped out. 

Sad attendance showing in Read- 
ing when the JL booked “Brief En- 
counter,” J. Arthur Rank film, for 
two shows in March scuttled hopes 
of extending the special bookings 
te other chapters of tiat national 
organization. Pic, which is a sturdy 
moneymaker in its regular art house 
playdates, failed to pay off rental of 
the house and advertising expenses. 
Following booking of Prestige’s “I 
Know Where I'm Going,” which the 
League planned to put on in April 
has been cancelled. 

The League’s femmes, apparently, | 
figured ‘Brief’ would pull 
age in similar fashion to concerts 
and shows. Consequently, aside from 
initial announcements, members 
failed to drive for ticket sales with 
bally required by most pix. Prestige 





patron- 


officials believe, if they return to 
concert distribution in the fall, 
they'll lay out a regular buildup. 


procedure to be followed by organi- | 
gations seeking subscriptions. 


Meanwhile, company’s going to 
stick to orthodox handling of 
product. 











‘Curtain Tag’ 


Continued from page 4 








fore the House Committee on Un- 
American Affairs on- March 26 and 
that filming would start in midsum- 
mer. The story will be based on dis- 
eoveries made by the Royal Cana- 
dian Commission last June, involv- 
ing various Soviet agents in efforts 
to obtain secret information about 
the atom bomb. The story idea, the 
anneuncement added, had not been 
discussed with the U. S. Department | 
ef State nor with the MPA. | 

What trend the Warners version 
will take is still a mystery. With 15 
months of research already done, it 
is presumed that the Burbank pic- | 
dure will deal with phenagling in 
Europe, as portrayed by Winston | 
Churehill back in 1946 when he 
called attention to Joe Stalin’s iron 
curtain. 


Zanuck Rapped by Can. | 


Group on ‘Tron Curtain’, 
Toronto, April 15. | 
Council for Canadian-Soviet 
Friendship yesterday (14) wired a/ 
protest to Darryl F. Zanuck against | 
his filming of “The Iron Curtain,” | 
which deals with Russian espionage | 
activities in the United States and | 
Canada. Council understands that. 
Zanuck plans to incorporate material | 
frem the Canadian spy trial of last! 
June plus activities of a Royal Com- | 
mission which investigated the! 
handing over of confidential informa- | 
tion to Russian agents. 
Telegram to Zanuck stated that! 
the proposed spy picture “could | 
only embitter needlessly relations. 
with the U.S.S.R. and hinder the! 
work of the United Nations,” and! 
that the Canadian government’s 
official report of the spy disclosures 
was “a discredited deeument” in the 
epinien of the Ceuncil. 











|numerous speeches advocating the 


'eonsumption abroad on 
| ican trunk. It was carried by papers 


Pix Cos. Inoculating 

Almost all film companies, 
concerned over the threat of a 
smallpox epidemic in New York, 
have posted signs urging thei? 
employees to submit to vaccina- 
tion. Paramount set up facilities 
in its home office and offered 
the needle gratis. Century eir- 
cuit did the same. 

Meanwhile, exhib officials dis- 
cussed possibility of offering 


theatre lobbies to municipal au- 
thorities as emergency vaccina- 
tion stations. 








vy ° 
‘Chaplin’s Interview 
Continued from page 4 


contributions, Chaplin pointed out | 
that he had four children, two of 


whom had been on the beachheads 
of Europe. He said he had made | 


Second Front and Allied unity. 


erans, the comic explained that he 
“felt I had done what I could do 
best in giving speeches. Giving floor | 
shows is not my business and I’m 
not very good at it. I left that for 
those who could do it.” 

Asked about reports of a battle 
with Joe Breen’s Production Code 
Administration on “Verdoux,” Chap- | 
lin said there had not been one cut 
made and that Breen had “thanked 
me tor my cooperation.” However, 
he explained, when he first pre- 
sented the scenario it had been 
nixed. He made a few changes and | 
went ahead without further consul- | 
tation with PCA until he presented 
the finished film for review, when 
it was okayed in toto. He said also 
that the Legion of Decency had 
asked no cuts. 


“I've got some ideas in mind and 


| hope to have another production in 
| work in a year,’ Chaplin said con- 


cerning, his plans. The “tramp” 
might be revived, he stated, if an/| 
appropriate idea presented itself, | 
but he made the prospect sound 
rather unlikely. 

A bit of the edge was taken off | 
the Monday interview by a session 


| with foreign newsmen last Thursday | 


(10). Stanza was set up without 
knowledge of the domestic press de- 


' partment at United Artists and came 


to its attention when the Associated 
Press put the dispatch, designed for 
its Amer- | 


throughout the country, including 
two in New York. The interview | 
was principally confined to three— 
questions at which Ed Sullivan, | 
N. Y. News columnist, had been 
hammering. These were pretty. 


much the same as those Fay pro-| 
pounded at the Monday interview. 
Sullivan was not at the interview. 









Bally Cuts 


Centinued from page 9 


have. The point is that only after 
publicity has made a film known to 


| the public, do smash ads announc- | 


ing the picture’s opening carry any 
real weight.” 

U's conclave of both fieldmen and 
h. o staffers was a forum for the | 
announcement of a complete study | 
of all key cities in relation to news- | 
papers and radio which the company 
would undertake.within the next. 
three months. While the entire 
eastern’ ad-pub departments would | 
work on Rank product handled by | 
U, a specialized unit would be de- 
veloped to stress projects for the 








Centinued from page $ 


tion have been making the rounds | 
ef British film eircles for several 
years because of differences within 
the Rank organization over the type 
ef films which studios were turning 
out. Several months age it was re- | 
ported that del Guidice had won his | 
fight fer pix stressing quality rather 
than bexeffiee appeal. 

Walkout by del Guidice raises the 
question whether Rank has re- 
vamped production plans in favor of | 
b.o. magnets such as “Wicked Lady” | 
which racked up record grosses in | 
England last year. Argument of 
the del Guidice forces has been that | 


i 
| 





Rank Fete 


Continued from page 3 = 





the apparent impossibility of getting 
the glamor names desired from the | 
Coast. Most execs and stars queried | 
were unable to attend for one rea- | 
son or another, 


Likewise a contributory factor | 


was proximity of a number of other | 
Variety Clubs are | 


industry events. 


holding their, national convention | 


| Gershwin. 


| man 


eradschaft,” 


| be devised by use of five, 10 or 15- 


British pix, Bergman told the con- | 
| ferees. 





NSS’ 2d Int'l Convensh 


Opens in Chi This Week | 


With more than 100 staffers ex- 
pected to attend, National Screen 
Service’s second annual initernation- 
al convention gets under way to- 
morrow (Thursday) for a three-day 
meet at Chicago's Drake hotel. 
Agenda will deal chiefly with sales 
and service problems for the com- 
ing year. eps from some 31 
branches will be on hand as well as 
London co-managing directors J. R. 


McPherson and Arnold Williams. | 


Heading the homeoffice contingent 
are prexy Herman Robbins, George 
F. Dembow, veepee in 
sales; William B. Brenner, veepee in 
charge of operations; Joseph A. 
Wolfe, newly named treasurer; and 
Harry A. Samwick, Burton E. Rob- 


bins, Melvin L. Gold, Lou F. 
Schwartz, Elias Drexler, Seymour 
Peyser, Donald L. Velde, Hal C. 
Young, Paul Mooney and Sam 





Non-Profit Group 
To Screen Oldies 


Hoilywood, April 15. 

Hollywood Film Society, a non- 
profit group headed by John House- 
and Paul Schreibman, took 
the Coronet theatre here for 
the showing of regular programs of 
outstanding features, documentaries 
and experimental subjects. 


over 


First’ dozen will be “Camille,” | 
\“Love Parade,” “Million Dollar 
| Legs,” “Mutiny on the Bounty,” ! 


“The: Cure,” “Italian Straw Hat,” 


| “Variety,” “The Passion of Joan of ; 


Arc,” “Carnival in Flanders,” “Kam- 
“Brotherhood of Man” 
and “The Maltese Falcon.” 


Tele Trailers 


Continued from page 5 

















ed 
he stated, Audio’s action ean serve 
as the industry test case. 

Television can 


Serve aS an exX- 


‘cellent means of previewing films, | 


says Fodor, bringing films directly 
into homes for unaffected reaction, 
instead of the usual theatre preview. 
He adds that a trailer system might 


minute excerpts from fibms—and he 
intends bringing the matter to a 
head before the IMPPA to break the 








to ban jurisdictional 
some of them 


strikes but 
see such legislation 


| as merely cover for more deepgoing 


interference into union affairs. Rich- 
ard F. Walsh, LATSB prez, expressed 
the prevailing opinion recently when 


he stated that: “I am not opposed to 


legislation banning jurisdictional 
strikes if it can be made to work 
and I don't think it ean.” ~ 








Sears-Rank 


Contimued from page 3 





power and the Rank organization, | 


which holds control, is charged with 
acting prejudiciously against the 
company. 

What has UA execs and producers 
particularly ineensed is the allegedly 


| favored treatment being given RKO 


and other companies which hold no 
stock inierest in Odeen. Rank is ex- 
pected in the U. S. May 7 and Sears 
may talk over the situation with 
him then, although it is understood 
the British tycoon’s trip is mainly 


| in the nature ef a vacation. 


Partiality charged by UA is part 
of the larger situation of British and 
American film rivalry in England. 
Also involved, however, are believed 


on the Coast May 15-18, while all | to be certain personality difficulties 


Paramount execs and partners will 


t | between personnel of the American 
films of the “Henry V” and “Great | be huddling at Lake Arrowhead May | and British companies. 


Situation is 


Expectations” genre were good for| 5-9 and Metro is holding a sales | very serious, since UA producers are 
solid grosses and had the added | meeting in New York that will prob- | losing a heavy portion of their po- 


value of 
prestige throughout the world. | 


dinner, 


enhancing British film ably last through the date set for the | tential revenue by not being able to 
j Play off their pictures in England. 


charge of | 





——— — —— eee 


Continued f 


The Barber of Seville 
into his girl's house and woo her 
away from the pompous guardian 
who wants to marry her himself. 
Action is confined to the square in 
front of the house, and to two rooms 
inside, and what activity there is 
concerns itself with frantic runnings- 
around as soldiers, villagers and sun- 
|dry kids bounce in and out of the 
} house on the heels of the Count. The 
real moments of humor are so few 





Film Reviews 











rom page 8 


; der executive supervision of Sid Ro- 
ll gives film excellent mounting, 
aul Sawtell’s music score is good, 

as is lensing by Robert de Grasse. 





Banje 
Hollywood, April 12. 
RKO release of Lillie Hayward produce 
tion. Stars Sharyn Moffett; features Jace 
queline White, Walter Reed, Una ©’ Connor, 


Herbert Evans, Louise Beaverre, Frnest 
Whitman, Banjo (Canine). Directed hy 
Riehard O. Fleischer. 


Original screenpley 4 





that they stand out like beacons—a | 
cockatoo expressing surprise at a so- 
prano’s aria, or the soprano flouncing | 
| behind a screen to change dress as} 
| she sings. The opera’s libretto shows 
up feebly under a camera’s cruel | 
light. 

Wooden acting by most of the par- 
ticipants, who are in reality opera | 
singers first and actors theoretically | 
after, doesn’t help matters. Taglia- 
vini is pretty stiff and expression- 
less. In fact, in singing as well as in 
acting, he has the show stolen from | 
him by Tito Gobbi, playing the bar- | 
ber Figaro. Handsome, with a flair | 
| for the role, Gobbi brings style and | 
sparkle to his acting, while in his 
great “Largo al Factotum” air, gives | 
'a brilliant vocal performance. 

His singing (as is all the film’s} 
music) is marred by the sound track, 
which throughout suffers from _ be- 
ing too shrill and grating. This | 
piercing recorded quality is furthe! 
affected by bad synchronization, it 
being too apparent from the indiffer- | 
ent vocal emiotings that the singing | 
had already been recorded before | 
the filming. Photography at times is | 
dark and indistinct. 

On the credit side, in addition to 
Gobbi’s acting and singing, are some | 
choice vocal numbers by Tagliavini, | 
and excellent presentation of the} 
“Una voce poco fa” aria by Nelly | 


! 


| Corradi. Latter is an unusually at- | 
tractive Rosina, and one of the 
| brightest figures in the film. Other | 


characters look grotesque on screen, | 
although being faithful reproductions 
of their stage versions. Italo Tajo, as 
Don Basilio, gives a rousing rendition | 
|} of the Alumny Song. The cast in| 
| entirety, being star members of the 
Royal Opera House in Rome, lives 
up to its standards for vocal excel- 
lence. Recording spoils the effect, 
though. Guiseppe Morelli, conduct- 
ing the Opera House’s chorus and or- 
chestra, does yeoman work through- 








Lillie Heyward; camera, George E. PDise 
kant; music, Alexander Laszlo; editor, Leg 
Millbrook, Tradeshown April 11, ‘47. Rune 
ning time, 67 MINS, 
POR... cicevonscncconsenoecrecs Sharyn Moffeit 
Miinabethe. ...cccceccedeoees Jacqueline White 
Dr. Bab... ccccscevccccecvoces Water Reed 
Harriet. .+-.ccccccceses eecces Una O'Conner 
JOP ies. .ccecccaecvocsteseees: Herbert Evans 
LANG ..cccsaceccdeenmeoneeees Louise Reavers 
SOMMEE  ceicvcvenvaadeeens Ernest Whitman 
Perret eee Lanny Rees 
MOGs «oc ccc cnnceusibecees Theron Jackson 
GORGES. ccvcccasdeerececes Howard MeNee ly 
**‘Banjo"’ 
“Banjo” pulls all stops in living 


up to its tearjerker classification, 
Theme of little orphan girl and her 
dog is fully exploited for the gen- 
eral family trade. 

Lillie Hayward produced from 
her own script and makes full use 
of weepy situations to show off de- 
cided talents of little Sharyn Mof- 


fett. Plot is loaded with tried and 
true cliches necessary to carry the 
story along Miss Moffett is or- 


phaned when her father is 


killed in 
fall from horse. 


She’s sent from the 
Georgia plantation to her aunt in 
Boston. The aunt doesn’t under- 
stand her or her setter, Banjo. The 
dog is sent back to Georgia and the 
little my runs away. The aunt 
sees the light, takes chase and 
there’s a weepy reconciliation when 
the dog saves his mistress from a 
dangerous swamp cat. 
Performances of younger set and 
the dog aid in carrying the picture 
along. Miss Moffett makes excellent 
use of her talent as the young girl. 
Two Negro playmates come through 
eutely in the persons of Theron 
Jackson and Howard McNeely. 
Louise Beavers and Ernest Whitman 
are the intelligent, adult, true-to-life 
Negro servants on the old planta- 
tion. Seript does a good job on 
these two roles, portraying them 
without caricature Jacqueline 
White. the aunt, and Walter Reed, 
her doctor - fiance, handle older 


out. The well-known overture, by | Tomance. Una O’Connor and Her- 
| the way, is noticeably cut. ea: bert Evans are garicature white 
F : | servants on the Boston estate. 
{| Lanny Ross completes good credited 

Bern to Kill | cast. 


Holiywood, April 14. 


RKO release of Herman Schlom (Sid Ro- 








} gell) production, Stars Claire Trevor, Law- 

standing thumbs-down attitude that a Tieraey, Walter Slezak: features 

i ie shal . ‘vo | Phillip Terry, Audréy Long. Directed by 

has reduc ed television to exclusive | avéet Wish’ eet on sevet by. Sanne 

use of ancient films that hurt both | Gunn; sereenplayv, Eve Green, Richard 

media. Such a step would make | Macaulay: camera, Robert de Grasse: aset. 

2 _| direetor, Sam Ruman; editor, Les Millbrook; 

costless program filler for stations | special effects, Russell A. Cully: music, 

while serving a purpose for pictures, | Paul Sawtell; music director, C. Bakeleimi- 

h luded | kof®; dialog director, Anthony Jowitt. Pre- 

,; he conciudea, | xiewed April 14, ‘47. Running time, 92 | 

q bs e ! 

. BAM... cscccsseseressecces Lawrenee Tierney 

a — 0600.0 0§O86b 005006006060 Claire Trevor 

MMOUE ss cacece COvecseccocvess Walter Slezak 

Anti-Labor Bloc a Pare Cocsevecsoeds Phillip Terry 

Georgia... Voocvicdess<..auieey? Laae 

Continued from page 5 Marty.. boccctcecsccocss Misha Cook, Jr, 

_ | Laury Palmegy......cee.e.e-- Isabel Jewell 

sewed up the bulk of backstage legit | me Brailes sss eccsees eee. etter rk 
es A ii SERERMERELEREEEE LY Pee ee ee n ; ar 

workers and screen technicians in Danny...) ene Seasvett 

closed shop agreements. According | !nspector Wikson........... Grandon Rhodes 

|to observers of the laber scene, | 

forced liquidation of the closed shop | ,, eerie melodrama for thriller 

| will result in chaos with long, hard- | ‘@?S 18 Okay boxoffice in general situ- 
fought renegotiations of present con- ations although not of top calibre. 

| tracts in sight It presents Lawrence Tierney in | 

acts in sight. ; another of his tough guy killer soles. 

Film labor leaders are generally Cast names surrounding Tierney also 

neutral concerning the proposition | #e@ stronger, with Claire Trevor and 


| Walter Slezak co-starred to aid its 
| Chances. Film _ injects’ psychiatric 
| Overtones and a lot of plot, which 
| means character motivation is not al- 
| ways clear. Otherwise it lives up to 
| thriller intentions of depicting ma- 
niacal killer who cooly bumps off 
anyone who incurs his displeasure. 

| Role played by Miss Trevor is | 


| equally unscrupulous, script having | 
_been based on the novel, “Desdlier | 
| Than the Male.” by James Gunn. 
| Both stars are equal to the demands | 
| of their unsympathetic roles and get | 
considerable out of them. Walter | 
, Slezak, shady private detective, is in 
keeping with unsavory mood of prin- 
cipals as developed by Robert Wise’s 
direction. 
Story opens in Reno where Miss 
| Trevor is getting divorce. She comes 
| on double murder shortly after Tier- 
| ney has fled the scene. Pair meet 
on train to San Franciseo and recog- 
| nize kindred souls. She's out to 
|marry Phillip Terry for his money, 
| So Tierney marries her rich sister, 
| Audrey Long. Slezak enters plot 
, when he’s hired privately to find the 
| Reno murderer. Not too much sus- 
/pense develops as he tracks down 
_ Tierney, which is one of the factors 
that keeps film from top classifica- 
|tion. Tierney commits another mur- 
| der before Miss Trevor turns on him 
, and there's a shoot-'em-up finale in 
which both get their just deserts, 
Script by Eve Greene and Richard | 
Macauley loses ground by attempting 
to explain a little too thoroughly | 
| What motivates the two leads’ actions | 
| and several other characters are on | 
ithe vague side. Terry and Miss Long | 
'do their best with colorless spots. | 
Elisha Cook, Jr., Isabel Jewell, Esther | 
Howard and others try hard to make 
characterizations count. 
§ Production by Herman Schiem un- 








| Sight stunts that will 


| ald’s direction to overcome. 


Richard O. Fleischer’s direction 
keeps script on the move and does 
expertly by its standard ingredients. 

Broy. 


Twilight en Rie Grande 
(SONGS) 
Hollywood, April 12. 
Republic release of Armand Schaefer proe 
duction. Stars Gene Autry: 
ling Holloway, Adele Mara, Bof Steele, 
Charles Evans, Martin Gerralaga Cass 
County Boys (3). Directed by Frank Mce 
Donald Original screenplay. Dorrell) and 
Stuart BE. McGowan; camera, William Brad- 
ford: editor, Harry Keller: songs, Charles 
Tobias and Nat Simon, Smiley Burnette, 
Larry Marks and Dick Charles, Jack Etliett, 


features Ster- 





Previewed April 16, '47. Running time, 
Zl MINS, 
CL. oo Bne es das obsdst oa. Gene Autiy 
ee ae Madedsee be <e Sterling Holloway 
Biena Del Bio....ccccccvesses Adele Mara 
et ee ee béeendenns.t Heb Steele 
Henry Blackstone............ Chartes Evans 
Mucho Pera@p........00; Martin Garralaga 
Jake Short........++....Howard J. Negiey 
Captain Gonzeles.......... Geoige J. Lewis 
DOPE cncé hides cccceccescs 0 NaGRo Galindo 
TEL a 4.8.6 0.04 ad40 bk tate egebae Tex Terry 
Cass County Bove 

“Twilight on the Rio Grande” 

amounts to filler product -in the 


Gene Autry group. Burdened with 
complicated story, saving spots are 
lease the kid- 
dies but tax adult credulity. Produc- 
tion crowds in six oatunes. includ- 
ing “The Old Lamplighter” and title 
number, for those who like guitar 


| and vocals with outdoors heroics. 


Plot concerns Autry’s efforts to 
find out what’s behind the murder 
of his ranch partner. Seems there's 
a plot by a border attorney to mulct 
refugees of family jools and then 
smuggle them into the U. S. from 
Mexico. Plot is mostly laid south 
of the border and presents an okay 
picture of Latin sleuthing. Before 
Autry is able to round up all the 
clues and bring justice to the wreng- 
doers he, and others, are targets 
of knives and other weapons. 

Visual stunts used to help pick up 
pace include a number of running 
leaps on horses, jumping a horse 
into the bed of a racing truck and 
such that will draw favorable nod 
from juves. Otherwise there's too 
much plot mixup for Frank McDon- 
] Autry 
sings title tune, “Lamplighier,” “I 
Tipped My Hat and Siowly Rode 
Away” for his contributions to score. 
Cass County Boys (3) provide okay 
musical and vocal spots and Adele 
Mara does well by “Pretty Knife 
Grinder.” 

Sterling Holloway works hard at 
comedy chores and helps. Martin 
Garralaga shows up nieely as an u)- 
dercover Latin insufance agent and 
George J. Lewis is goed as Latin 
police captain. Miss Mara dees as 
well as could be expected with her 
assignment as fiery singer but has 
shown to better advantage in other 
films. Broyg. 
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THE GREAT GrorGE APLEY 


Grows GREATER Every pay 


at RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL! 


| 











Ist WEEK-—New 20th Century-Fox Record! 
2nd WEEK-—Tops Record of Ist! 








3rd WEEK-Tops BOTH Ist and 2nd! 
4th WEEK—Matches Record 3rd! 
And 5th GREAT WEEK Starts Tomorrow! 
~~ NALD COLMAN 
eS Bs pom 


Richard Haydn - Charles Russell: Richard Ney 
Kdna Best+ Mildred’ Natwick +: Perey Waram: Nydia Westman 


and Introducing iwmnereas C UMMINS 
1 | Prod lby 


Iirected by 


oe a 


JOSEPH L. MANKIEWICZ > FRED KOHELMAR 
Screen Play by P mne ¢ itl : by n P. Masquand and George S. Kautina 


vy Philip Durning from the Play bs John I 








| GREAT, TOO in BOSTON * CLEVELAND: PORTLAND - ROCHESTER 
: LOS ANGELES * MILWAUKEE - OKLAHOMA CITY - Everywhere! 
: GREAT 20°" oxt 
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Sol Lesser Forms New Circuit With 
3 Houses at Outset; Xchange News 


Hollywood. * 


Sol Lesser, one of the founders of 
the Fox West Coast circuit, has an- 
nounced the formation of a new cir- 
cuit, Standard Theatres, Inc., organ- 
ized to build and operate film houses 
in California and the northwest 
states. Company has bought Cali- 
fornia sites in Burbank, Bellflower 
and Indio for three houses, each to 
have about 1,500-seat capacity. 

New project, Lesser stated, will 
mot conflict with his current film- 
making activities as chief ef Thalia 
and Sol Lesser Productions 


Eagle-Lien’s Additions 

Eagie-Lion continued expanding 
h.e. persennel last: week with the 
addition of three 
ter A. Lewis was tapped for the post 
of office manager and purchasing 
gent. Rhoda Rich, former ass’t pub- 
icity director on Federal Films’ 
“Carnegie Hall,” joined up as a 
member of the newspaper and mag- 
azine contact dept. while Ann 
Weingarten was named assistant to 


Patrece Snyder, E-L’s radio publici- | 


ty manager. 

Lewis vacates his post as head of 
the investigation dept. of the N. Y. 
Film Board of Trade to take over 

is new chores. Prior to 1935, when 

e enlisted with the Film Board, he 

d served in sundry locales for the 
Copyright -Protection Bureau. 


Bob Young has been aaded to the 
ress beek dept., to work under éd- 
ter Jonas Arnold. Young for the 
ast three and one-half years has 

en asst to the press book editor 
of Warners. 

Schine Showmanship Drive 
Albany. 

Tep men in the Schine Circuit 
have returned to the homeoffice in 
Gleversville after attending regional 
managers’ meetings in Rochester, 
Cleveland, Cincinnati, Wilmington 
and Gloversville, to map plans for a 
13-week Schine Showmanship Drive. 

Film men of the Albany district 
have been invited to a luncheon 
on April 21 to launch the Motion 
| on Foundation in this area. 
peakers will include Leonard Gold- 
enson, of Paramount-Publix Thea- 
tres, and District Chairman Saul J. 
Ullman. 

E. Douglas Leishman, personnel 
directer for Schine Circuit, and Mrs. 












i 





| appointments 
| tion of Al La 


more staffers. Pe- | 








Leishman are touring in his native 


Scotland and England. They sailed | 
last week on the Queen Elizabeth on 


their six weeks’ trip. 


Oscar J. Perrin, dean of se’ 


managers, transferred from War- 
ners’ Madison to the Ritz, while 
Sherburne J. Hutchinson, with 


Graphic circuit of New England be- | 


fore the war, has been named to 
take his place at the Madison. The 


Flamme from Ritz to 
Strand 


Jolson Reissue Scores in Pitt 

Pittsburgh. 
“Jolson Story” is proving bonanza 
in more ways than one. Max Shul- 
gold, who operates 
indie exchange, has secured booking 
dates for “Hallelujah I’m a Bum,” an 
oldie starring Al Jolson and which 
he’s distributing in this territory 
under a new title, “Heart of New 


York.” 
Harold Zeltner, Metro salesman 
here for the lest few years, trans- 


ferred to company’s Chicago office. 

Harold S. Dunn, one-time WB ex- 
change chief here and Jap prisoner 
for several years, named assistant 


{sales manager for PRC. 














New York 


ee 


A party of at least 100, including 
number of wives, from local Variety 
Club will tike in cenvention in 
Hollywood in May. Committee al- 
ready has lined up special cars. 

Arthur Markey, recently added to 
Warners exchange booking staff, re- 
signed. 

Another Drive-In theatre being 
planned for the district, this one on 
main highway Route 30 four miles 
outside of East McKeesport. 





Kinecey’s Foundation Pest 
Charlotte, N. C.. April 15. 

H. F. Kincey, president of North 
Carolina Theatres, was elected 
chairman and national trustee of the 
Carolina Motion Picture Foundation 
at an organization meeting held 
yesterday (14). Kincey explained 
to the 80 film industry representa- 
tives that interest from the $10,090.- 
000 to be raised in two years would 
be used to assist needy persons in 
the industry and fer education and 
scientific develcpment. 


Fifteen members of a 17-man 


Theatres 


followed the promo- | 


Crown Films, | 
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Ix Wanhin’ BESe PloronE 
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In Person 
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DICK HAYMES - VERA ELLEN 
CESAR FOMERO - CELESTE HOLM 
* 7. . 


in Costa 


A 20th Century-Fox Picture in Technicolor 


PLUS ON 8STAGE— 
CONNEE BOSWELL - BUSTER SHAVER 


PETERS SISTERS - Extra! JACKIE MILES 





ROXY "3°5" 
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The Academy Award Picture! 
Winner of Nine Academy Awards! 


“THE BEST YEARS OF 
<> OUR LIVES 




























———RADIO CITY MUSIC HALL... 
Rockefeller Center 


RONALD COLMAN ia 


“THE LATE GEORGE APLEY’’ 
introdrcing PEGGY CUMMINS 
A 20th Century-Fox Picture 
The Music Hall's Great Easter Stage Pe 








ON SCREEN IN PERSON 
ate Apr. td Joe BESSER 
CALIFORNIA | sascy oneen 
In Technicolor er 
Ray Milland ARREN & 
a Stanwyek BR ICK 
CHARLES CHAPLIN 
in 


‘MONSIEUR VERDOUX’ 


A Metion Picture That Will Startle You! 
Released thru United Artists 


BROADWAY THEATRE 


BROADWAY at 53rd St. 











Houseman Nabs ‘Thieves’ 
Hollywood, April 15. 
RKO assigned John E. Houseman 
to produce “Thieves Like Us,” based 
on a novel by Edward Anderson. 


Filming will start early in June. 





Withe the cast still to be selected. 





committee were elected from a slate 
selected by the representatives of 
the industry’s various branches. Two 
others are to be named, one repre- 
senting the smal! town exhibitor 
and the other the theatre employees. 


5 Ill., Iowa Theatre Deais 
St. Louis. 
The Community, Macedonia, Ia., 
'sold by Bowman Brothers to Martin 
| Fetch, who plans face-lifting job. 
Manuel Sauvez purchased the Rex 
in Depue, I1., from Peter Banick. 
The tag of the shuttered Blue 
| Mound, Blue Mound, Ill., changed to 
ithe Biz theatre and relighted by 





| Maurice Bugg of Assumption, Il. | 


Bob Bankson is manager. 

| Irvin Davis, Industry, Ill., leased 
| the Gala, Table Grove, Ill., from Leo 
| Martin and will operate the house 
six nights weekly. 

Bill Schleiger, World War II vet, 
|now manager of King theatre, Albia, 
Ia. 

C. E. Gordon, West Plains, Mo., 
sold his Villa, Lovilla, Ia., to Harold 
Sieverding, Bellvue, Ia. 


Frank Galluzzo, national secretary 


of Theatrical Mutual last 
of St. 
Louis lodge to return $12 each which 


| Assn., 
a received on dissolution of or- 
| 
| 
{ 


week ordered 46 members 


ganization six months ago. Galluzzo 
said the split-up of the treasury was 
“illegal” 

members. 


in his letter to the local 


Leon Buys 2 Texas Houses 

Dallas. 
C. D. Leon, head of circuit bearing 
his name, has purchased the Palace 
'and State rt diston from Herschel 
| Crawford. 1. on plans improvements 
at both heuses. 

Robb & Rowley Circuit bought 
State and Texas theatres at Big 
Springs from Gene Hendon and 
Richard Bull. Circuit will close the 
Texas and use the State as a second- 
run house. 

Charley Weisnberg, whe operates 
| two houses at Tulia and one in Sea- 
| goville, plans to build a third one 
| there. 








Everett Take. 2 So. Carolina Spots 
Charlotte. 

Everett Enterprises of Charlotte, 
N. C., will take over the Parr and 
Imperial theatres at Lancaster, S. C 
June 1. These two houses have been 
eperated by George Parr, former 
president of Theatre Owners’ Assn. 
of North and South Carolina. 


W. P. White, manager of Wil-Kin 
Theatre Supply house here, resigned 
after over six years, to take effect 
May 1. 

John A. Bachman, who recently 
announced he had resigned as Char- 
lotte branch manager for Warners 
after eleven years, leaves shortly for 
a new film connection. 

Helen O’Neill, former Charlotiean, 
who has returned here after sev 
years singing with bands over ii :. 
has joined the John Matthews band 
at the Ship Ahoy’s “Upper Deck.” 





U's ‘Egg’ Sales Souffle 

Twe-day meet of Universal's dis- 
trict sales managers will be held in 
New York over the weekend (19-20) 
to shape sales pelicy for U's “The 
Egg and I” a other productions 
set for release within the next few 
months.. With “Egg” setting 
grosses in initial runs, staffers wi 
See on selling and booking 


ics. 
William Scully will chairman the 


ae. Others a ding are Maurice 
rgman, A. J. O'Keefe, Fred - 
ers, C. J. Feldman, F. J. A. - 
Carthy, E. L. McEvoy and nine dis- 


trict managers. 


Schreiber . - 


Continued from page 9 


playing time for each film in each 
run. 

Questioned as to whether 20th 
plans to shoot a greater number of 
films away from the_studio, such as 
“House on 92d Street” and “Boom- 
erang,” Schreiber declared the only 
pictures to be lensed on the actual 
location ef their stories will be those 
that can benefit in that way through 
added authenticity. With “Kiss of 
Death” currently winding up pro- 
duction work in N. Y., only two films 
planned for actual location shooting 
at this time are “Northside 777,” to 
be shot in Chicago, and “Iron Cur- 
tain,” whieh will be done in N. Y. 
and Washington. 

Rapidly-accelerating infiltration of 
| top British pictures into the Ameri- 
can market should be considered a 
healthful factor for the U. S. indus- 
try, since any good picture seen by 
American audiences reflects to the 
benefit of the motion picture me- 
dium, Schreiber said. At the same 
time, he decried the current prac- 
tice of film critics and even officials 
of the industry in lining up British 
films against these turned out by 
Hollywood and then terming the 
British product superior. 

“A good picture is good in any 
country since it builds up the desire 
in people to see more films,” he de- 
clared. “If they see a poor picture, 
however, they might think twice be- 
fore going to a film next time and 
instead decide to sit home and listen 
te their radios.” 














Picture Grosses 


Continued from page 13 


DENVER 


Girl’ (Col), day-date with Esquire, 
Webber. Good $15,000. Last week, 
“T'l] Be Yours” (U) and “Lone Wolf 
Mexico” (Col), good $16,000. 


Esquire (Fox) (742; 35-74) — 
“Boomerang” (20th) and “Cigaret 
Girl’ (Col), also Denver, Webber. 
Nice $5,000. Last week, “I'll Be 


Yours” (U) and “Lone Wolf Mexico” 
(Col), $4,000. 

Orpheum (RKO) (2,600; 35-74)— 
“Trail Street” (RKO) and “Crime 
Doctor’s Manhunt” (Col). Fast $16,- 
000. Last week, “Mighty McGurk’ 


(M-G) and “Mask of Diijon” (PRC), 
$14,000. 

Paramount (Fox) (2.200; 35-74)— | 
“Temptation” (U) and “Strange 
Journey” (20th). Stout $12,000. Last 
week, “Jolson Story” (Col), after 
two weeks Denver, Esquire, Web- 
ber, Rialto, $11,000. 

Rialto (Fox) (878; 90c.-$1.50) — 


“Best Years” (RKO), after 
weeks at Aladdin. Big $9,000. Last 


week. “Nora Prentiss” (WB) and 
“Vacation Days” (Mono) (m.0.), 
good $4,500. . 
Webber (Fox) (750; 35-74) — 
“Boomerang” (20th) and “Cigaret 
Girl” (Col), also Denver, Esquire. | 
da $4,000 or near. Last week. 
“71 Be Yours” (U) and “Lone Wolf 


in Mexico” (Col), same as Denver, 
Seuire, $3,000. 





Song’ Smart $24,000 
In St. Louis; ‘Hardy’ 236 


St. Louis, April 15. 
With Spring temperature on tap 
“Song of Scheherazade”, is leading 
the big cinemas here eurrently at 
the Ambassador. “Love Laughs at 
Andy Hardy” 
also big at Loew's. The St. Louis 
has hiked its scale and now all 

first-runs have the same prices. 

Estimates for This Week 

Ambassador (F&M) (3,000; 50-75 
—“Seng Scheherazade” (U) and 
7 nificent Rogue” (Rep). Sewell 
$24,000. Last.week, “Pursued” (WB) 
and “Light House” 
Fox (F&M) (5,000; 50-76)—‘Car- 


nival Costg Rica” (20th) and “Back-| - 
Last | Screen 


lash” (20th), Nice $21,000. 
week, “Suddenly Spring” (Par) and 
“Fear in Night” (Par), $24,000. 
Leew’s (Loew) (3,172; 580-75)— 
“Love Laughs Andy Hardy” (M-G) 
d “Two Smart People’ (M-G). 
ancy $23,000. Last“ week, “Hap- 
ee | In Brooklyn” 3 and “So 
ark Night” (Col), 000. 
Missouri (F&M) (3,000; 50-75)— 
“Beast With 5 Fingers” (WB) and 


“Brute Man” (PRC) (2d wk). 
Faney $15,000 after solid $19,000 
opener. 


Orpheum (Loew) (2,000; 50-75)— 


“Gangs, Inc.” (Indie) and “Men of 
n uentin” (Indie) (re-issues) 
12,000. Last wogk “Red 

use” (UA) and “Thirteenth 


our” (Col), $8,500, 


St. Louis (F&M) (4,000: 50-75)— 
“Stairway to Meaven” (U). Fancy 
$9,000. Last week, “Best Years” 
(UA) (3rd wk) $16,000. 


Pitt Mild But ‘Locket’ 
Solid $15,000; ‘Road’ 186 


Pittsburgh, April 15. 
Expected post-Lenten pickup hasn't 
developed here yet. New films are 
no balls of fire, best appearing to be 


“The Locket,” at Warner, and sure 
of second stanza. 


Estimates for This Week 





Art Cinema (260; $1.20-$2.40)— 
“Henry V” (6th wk). Announced to 
close April 28, when it will have done 


eight weeks. Around $3,000. Same 
last week. 

Fuiten (Shea) (1,700; 90-$1.40)— 
“Best Years” (RKO) (16th wk). Be- 


four | 


is the runnerup cae | 


Film Bid Sales Plans 


| 
| . Curbed by Phone Strike 
| 


With most of the majors continu. 
| ing to sell via competitive bidding 
| current long-distance phone strike 

has considerably complicated the 
| mechanics of the system. Each of 
| the companies, considering bidding 
| still in an experimental stage, have 
| demanded that all bids must be for. 
| warded to the homeoffice for a final 
| say on which exhibitor was to xet 


each picture, but with the phones 


{tied up, all such communication 
must be handled by letter. Latter 
method, of course, has slowed the 


process considerably 
|} Majors for the most pari have 
ruled out the possibility of conduet- 
ing huddles on bids via telegram as 
too costly, since the involved in. 
formation sent in by each exhibitor 
offering a bid would mean a very 
Jengthy wire when forwarded t¢ the 
homeoffice. “If the U. S. Supreme 
Court eventually upholds the lewer 
court’s decision to enforce industry. 
wide bidding, then a decision on the 
bids will subsequently be 
out to the jurisdiction of 
| managers. 


farmed 
branch 
That precedure. for the 
time being, though, is stil] something 
for the future. 


Hew Ceuld Anyone 
Else Be Mayor? 


St. Leuis, April 15 

Rowe E. Carney of Rolla, Mo.. 100 
miles from St. Leuis, has unusual 
| distinction of being the owner of 
motion picture theatres in four Mis- 
|souri towns and mayor-elect in a 
fifth. Catney’s principal picture 
theatre holdings include the Rolla- 
mo, a 750-seater, and the Uptown. a 
| 1,000-seater both in Rolla. 


Carney who attracted attention 
several months ago when he pur- 
|chased the entire town of Arlington, 
|Mo., for $10,000 at a sherifi’s sale, 
was eleeted mayor of Arlington by a 
540-vote margin April 1 


-_-- 





(PRC), $19,000. | SEG Officers Unopposed 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Extras Guild nominated 
(all its incumbent officers fer re- 
| election with no sign of opposition. 

Officers are Edd X. Russell, presi- 
dent; Riehard Gordon, first veepee; 
Dulce Daye, seeond veepee; Franklyn 
Farnum, third veepee; Harry Evans, 
recording secretary, and Jeffrey 
| Sayre, treasurer. 





FPR OGNGE NOW FOR 


FIREWORKS 


a he 





We are distributers for every TZ 
hind of fireworks; catering te 
jobbers and retail outlets. 
WHOLESALE OWLY. 


-| ACME SALES CO., Inc. 


, Dept. V—Box 63—Station D 


Atlanta, Ga. . 


FOR SALE—SACRIFICE 


WARWICK, N. Y. 
Country home—secluded. Large Cape 
Cod type, year-round. Built 1941, all 


improvements. Also guest 
heuse, about 20 acres. High eleva- 


tion ey view, brooks. Good 
roads, excelent buy, must A am 

upen request, 55 miles New 
York City. ; 


PRIGE $20,000 


Write x 468, eare Variety 
154 W. 46th St.. N. ¥ 








gros to show its age at near $16,- 
. Last week, about same. 

Harris (Harris) 
“Johnny O'Clock” (Col). Trim $12.- 
000, but not strong enough to hold. 

st week, “Carnival Costa Rica” 


(20th), $14,500 in 16 days, not so good. | 


Penn (Loew-UA) (3,300: 40-70)— 
“Happened in Brooklyn” 
Thin $14,000 or less. Moves to Ritz. 
Last week, “Lady in Lake” (M-G). 
mild $16,500. 

_ Bitz ‘Loew’'s) (800: 4070)—“Lady | 
in Lake” (M-G) (m.o.). Doing well | 
enough at $4,000. Last week, “Secret 
Heart” (M-G) (m.o.), $3,000. | 
__ Senator (Harris) (1,750: 40-70)— | 
“Carnival Costa Rica” (20th) (m.o.). 
Besely making franchise gt $3,000 or | 
less. Last week, “Wicked Lady” (U), | 
$4,500. i 

_ Stanley (WB) (3,800; 40-70)—"Stal- 
lion Road” (WB). While $18,000 is 
not very strong, it’s a pick-up over 
recent films. Last week, “Way With 
Women” (WB). $12.000. 

Warner (WB) (2,000: 40-76)— 
“Locket” (RKO). House doing well 
under new first-run pelicy and this 
cashing for solid $15,000, and holds. 
Last week. third of “Song of South” 
(RKO), about $8,000. 


(2,200; 40-70)— 


| 
| York 
(M-G), | ork area. 








DESIRABLE HOME 
Holly wood 


w . exchange one = year. 
modern hillside stud home. Two 
bedrooms, studio, living-dining reom. 
kitchen, 2-ear garage, nenuriy one 
Rock View of valley, near studios. 

ange house or apartment in New 
Write ritm GRAPHICS, 
163-14 Roosevelt Avenue, New York. 


SSS 


ALMIRA 
SESSIONS 
in Cherlie Cheplin's 
“MONSIEUR VERDOUX" 
Agent: JACK WEINEK 


8979 Sunset Bivd., Hollywood, Cel. 










OUTDOOR 
REFRESHMENT 
CONCESSIONAIRES 


ireoT LO 





Now Specializing 
in Refreshment 


> t 


over ' 





SPORTSERVICE, nc. JACOBS BROS 


LOG. > BUFFALO. N. ¥. 
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RADIO 





~MOOLA TO MATCH THE HOOPLA 





mee 


RADIO SNIPERS 


The kick-radio-in-the-pants boys appear to be out in full. 
orce these days. Take, for example, Philip Wylie’s column in 
ast Saturday’s (12) NY. Post, in which he took up the cudgels 
n behalf of his fellow hate-radio tribesmen with what was per- 
aps the most completely off-base blast of the year. Inspired 
by the recent orack of Mrs. Eugene Meyer, wife of the Washing- 
ton publisher, who called American radio “vulgar,” Wylie went 
her one better, with a categorical condemnation of the whole 
edium. Said Wylie: “Radio is as brash as a peanut vendor in a 
ecture hall; it’s as cheap as a popcorn hawker at the opera; it’s 
beep at vespers and a burp in an anthem.” 


Perhaps of all the accusations tessed radio’s way, this one of 
vulgarity which Wylie so vehemently supports, shapes up as the 
bne with the least foundation. As a matter of fact, radio has 
been hemmed in by hidebound restrictions that have been dic- 
tated by plain common sense, even more so than films. news- 

apers and the stage. Radio's very accessibility to old and young, 
to the illiterate and unthinking, to the bigot and the prude, 
obviously has created a self-imposed censorship more restrictive 
than that imposed by a more selective olientele. 


So that when Wylie says radio is vulgar, 
gary to chime in with his admission that “I have never had the 
gheer brass, the eallousness ... the hardened head that it takes 
to listen to radio for more than a few minutes at a time.” It’s a 
tegen coincident that the whole tribe of wily Wylies which has 

een taking potshots at radio has always put as its preeminent 

ualification the fact that it wouldn't be caught dead listening 
the stuff. 


Trying to laugh off radio at this stage of the game is nothing 
short of a throwbaek to the scoffers of the airplane, the steam- 
boat and the wireless. But scoffers aren’t necessarily critics, 
and, as in everything else, there are good and bad critics in radio. 
There are, for example, the Charles Seipmanns, the Llewelyn 
Whites and others who criticize and analyze radio’s many weak- 

esses with the motive of correcting it and helping it mature. 

dio is far from perfect; in fact in many respects it hasn’t 
yet found itself, and constructive criticism of the Seipmann- 
White variety is essential to its growth. 


But there is also that exclusive coterie of intellectuals which 
is out to do a job on radio. With their half-truths that are 
Veiled in clever quips and barbs, they are likely to gather some 
jew adherents. But it is very unlikely that they can do radio any 
peal harm. Rose. 


Smokes Light Up Daylight Scene As 
More Cigs Aim For Femme Market 


‘On the heels of Philip Morris? 
paoting the two Mutual daytime | 
giveaway shows, “Queen for a Day” 
and “Hearts Desire,” American, 
Pobaeco (Lucky Strike) througf| 
Foote, Cone & Belding agency is| 
iso getting set to take the plunge | 
nto daytime radio in g bid for) 
mme customers, | 
As in the case ef Philip Morris, | 


— Tobbaco is also “et WOR Ni 5 St 
or cross-the-board programming “we 
though reportedly it isn’t interested Xes owe; 


ia either the serial or audience par- 
ticipation format, FCB agency has 
been exploring web prospects for a) 


ren eaptorine wan proses = Wave Qvergabbed 


afternoon time on its hands, is 
making a desperate bid for the biz, When Leland Stowe sstarts his 
weekly Wednesday evening 15-min- 


which would swell its coffers .by 
/ute commentary on Mutual, 


more than $300,000 annually, but 
there’s no ; -sponsor decision 
as ny calieamns “ites , 23, for the United Electrical Radio 
Meanwhile it’s reported that and Machine Workers of America, 
other ciggie outfits are eyeing the program will be spotted on 55 sta- 
daytime picture, among them tions—but not on WOR. the web's 
Raleighs, which figures it has a N. Y. flagship. Station, it’s reported, 
natural in the “People Are Funny” takes the position that it has more 
type of programming aimed at po- than its share of gabbers already. 


tential femme customers. Oddly enough, the union, which 
says its decision to sponsor the com- 
mentary was prompted by a desire 
to counteract the growing imbal- 
ance in the ratio of “liberal” and 
“conservative” spielers on the air, 
was expecting the opposition 
quarters other than 
was considerable speculation wheth- 


e makes it unneces- 








Collyer Addenda 


N. ¥. @eop helping to clean up 
debris at the Langley Collyer 
Mansion on Fifth avenue me 
across an old Atwater Kent 
model and tuned jt in. Swears he 
& Harry orlick’s A & P 

ypsies. 











Miss Wilder Survey 

Current entry of cigaret spon- 
sors into the daytime field has its 
roots in part in the exhaustive study 
of daytime radio made some time 
ago by Frances Farmer Wilder un- 
der CBS aegis. 

It was Miss Wilder's penetrating station and Mutual’s strong midwest 
analysis into the whole structure arm. would take the program. But 
of daytime programming from a WGN 
eommercial viewpoint, with its at- are going 
tendant study on untapped mar- stanza. 
kets for sponsors, the breakdown 
of economic levels ef femme listen- 


along with the Stowe 





April | 


from | 
WOR. There | 


'er WGN, the Chicago Tribune-owned | 


is among the 55 affiliates that | 


ers, etc.. that was to a large degree 
Tésponsibie for the new concept in 
thinking among bankrollers and 
agencies. 

Miss Wilder spent many months 
making presentations of her findings 
to agencies, as well as to organi- 
zations around the country. Decision 
of the cigaret sponsors to invade 
® virtually untapped daytime mar- 
ket is seen as Miss Wilder's findings 
Coming home te reost. 


WLIB Retrenches Further 


The New York Post's WLIB indie 
retrenchments are continuing, with 
teree newsmen dropped in recent 
weeks. They are Jerry Carr, Hal 
Kosut and Hal Tuerkell. News broad- 
casts by announcers are now being 
taken directly off the wire tickers. 

Roger Sweet, music librarian, has 
resigned from the station. 
| placement, 


No re-| 


‘PAY ON HOOPER 





| There’s been some viewing-with- 
alarm in recent weeks around the 

' . . . 

|} agencies in New York over what 


some fear may develop into a trend | 


| among radio sponsors wrapping up 
| new programs. This is the reported 
| offer made in recent weeks by a few 
bankrollers, who have come up with 
the idea of paying off on the basis 
of the show’s Hooperating. 

Instead of pacting a package for 
the usual flat talent fee, these clients, 
it's known, have proposed deals 
whereby they would plunk down so 
much per point in rating, with, of 
course, the show's cost varying with 
the rise and fall of the ratings. 
Thus, if a show racks up a 5.0) 
Hooper, 
in accordance with the pre-stipu- 
| lated figure agreed on for a 5.0, etc. 
Sum reported most frequently men- 
tioned has been $1,000 per Hooper 
point. 

Thus far, in the few instances in 
which such deals were advanced, 
the talent has chimed in with a nix. 
In at least one instance the star of 
a show countered with a proposal 
that he'd be willing to gamble, not 
on the Hooper, but on the sale of 
the product stemming from his half- 
hour show. Sponsor in turn said no 
dice, on the basis that there was no 
way of determining how much the 
radio show, as against other media, 
| contributed toward the sales figure. 

Those familiar with the pay-on- 
the-Hooper-basis see it as another | 
| offshoot of the “rating evil” and 
what they term the “exaggerated | 
emphasis placed on the Hoopers.” 

Among radio’s. top talent, 
are a few, includin, 








sponsor. 


Davenport's CBS 
Hush-Hush New 








Russell Davenport, freelance author 
and formerly an editor of Fortune 
| Magazine, has been on the payroll | 
‘of CBS in New York. It’s all been 
livery undercover, with most of the 
CBS staff unaware of his connection 
lor assignment, save that he reports 


'to Edward R. Murrow, CBS veepee | 


'in charge af public affairs programs. 
' It now develops that Davenport 
has been given the job of discover- 
lings ways and means to handle 
news programs. This stemmed from | 
Murrow’'s convictions, which he | 
brought back from London, that 
'radio should open up new tech- 
| niques. It’s understood that the 
Davenport experiments have gone 
on behind scenes (including some 
trial balloons on the CBS station in 
Boston, WEEI), with their possible 
eventual influence, if and when 
okeyed by top management, amount- 
ing to a fundamental modification of | 
| CBS news policies, which go back to 





“| around 1936, and have been but lit- 


itle altered since then. 





‘Goodwin Airer To Buck 


New Bil! Goodwin half-hour show 
' built by CBS programming dept. on 
‘the Coast goes into the Saturday 
night 9 o'clock segment being va- 
cated by “Hit Parade.” which moves 
‘over to the Saturday at 9 niche on 
NBC. 

| Goodwin show is scheduled to tee 
off April 26. Announcer-turned- 
comedian is cast as a well-meaning 
guy with a genius for getting be- 
hind the eight-ball. He'll be sup- 
ported by Peggy Knudson. 
Berns is producer-director of series. 
| Show is among the list of CBS 
heuse-built “commercial availabili- 
i ties.” 





BASIO, NEW IDEA 


the sponsor proposes to pay | 


‘Hit Parade’ Opposition 2::°*'"..° 


Larry | 











‘Sponsor’ Sponsor 

CBS comedy programming 
division under supervision of 
Goodman Ace is auditioning a 
half-hour program starring the 
Stroud Twins. 

Idea of show, likely to be 
tabbed “Sponsor Wanted,” is 
built around a couple of guys in 
search of a sponsor. If client is 
found, it would obviously entail 
| subbing a new format. 

Which poses the problem for 
CBS: how will the sponsor react 
to having his original format 
yanked from under him? 








} 
| 
| 


a Cut in As 
Package Owner 


Hollywood, April 15. 


If the Jack Paar Show is approved 
by Ameriean Tobacco as summer re- 
| placement for Jack Benny, the latter 

| will be listed in the fiscal credits 
as package owner. In that capacity, 
|however, he’ll take no active part 





there | ‘and relegate his interest to MCA, 


those with top| which negotiated one of the most 
Hoopers, who pay less attention to unique deals in recent years. 

the rating their show has registered 
than to the client’s sales charts. One |controls his NBC Sunday time, he | 
of them is Fred Allen, who has long | should be paid a reasonable fee for 
argued that the payoff lies in one’s | its use by another show, MCA fol- 
effectiveness as a salesman for one’s lowed through and pressed its de- 


Reasoning that inasmuch as Benny 


i|mands on Foote, Cone & Belding. 
| After days of jockeying, FCB final- 
ily gave in and the option papers 
carried the Benny participation. 
MCA and Benny, it is reported, will 
split up $25,000 in commissions. Al- 
jthough generally believed that the 
|NBC-Benny time deal involves only 
a moral obligation on the network’s 
part, it has been vouchsafed by a 


reliable source that the transaction, 
CC 0 | without precedent in radio, is in 
writing. No action will be taken on 


j the Paar show until American To- 


For the past couple of months | | bacco officials pass on the recorded 


}audition cut last weekend. 


| Amusement Enterprises, Inc., was 
;organized to legalize the package 
| arrangement. Benny is merely listed 
'as a stockholder and the new outfit 
jis launched ostensibly to produce 
shows for radio, television, transcrip- 
|tions and pictures. If American To- 
bacco exercises its option on Par 


by April 16 the program will be 
|produced by Amusement Enter- 
| prises, 





Joscelyn Resigns — 
WCCO; Quits Radio 


Minneapolis, April 15. 
A. E. Joscelyn, general manager of 
‘CBS’ 
here since 1942, when he succeeded | 
Earl Gammons, 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


the station on May’ 1 to become vee- |®ither he and/or “Corliss” 
pee in charge of sales for Northwest | 


| Linseed Co. 
Joscelyn’s resignation, 
came as no 


which re- 
surprise to 
terminates 10 years of 
service with the network and 14 
years in the radio industry. 

| Meanwhile in New York hdqs. web 
execs were mulling Joscelyn’s suc- 
cessor. Decision was expected by 


the end of the week, with indications | 


| it will be sameone from within CBS. 
| Joscelyn began his career in the 
advertising business in the N.Y. of- 
|fice of the Chieago Tribune as an 
| advertising salesman. In 1938 he be- 
| came eastern sales manager for CBS 
Radio Sales from which he was 
| transferred in 1940 to become man- 
|ager of WBT, Charlotte, then owned 
by CBS. In 1942 Joscelyn was named 
‘manager of WCCO. 


Of Summer Sub 


owned-and-operated WCCO | 


(CBS $3,000,000 Billings Windfall 
Hinges on Reshuffle Maneuvers; 
Campbell Soup's Day, Night Splurge 


+ CBS has an 


approximate §3,000,- 


| 000 billings windfall in the offing 
|—but most of it hinges on whether 
ithe network can get together with 


the sponsor-agencies to maneuver @ 
| wholesale reshuffle of early evening 
programming which will permit 
|Campbell Soup to take over the 7:30 
to 8 cross-the-board slots. In addi- 
tion the soup company is moving 
|}into the daytime radio picture with 
(a half-hour cross-the-board CBS 
show on tap. 

It would involve moving into other 
time segments the Monday night 
Bob Hawk show (Camel's): the 
Tuesday night “American Melody 
Hour” (Bayer) and the Thursday 
‘night “Mr. Keen” (Kolynos). If the 
sponsors are in a cooperative mood, 
it would not only allow. for the 
Campbell five-times -a-week half- 
hour deal, but would pave the way 
for an expansion of Procter & 





New Lineup 

Procter & Gamble-Campbell 
Soup deals on tap at CBS hing- 
ing on subsequent reshuffle of 
network’s early evening roster of 
shows Would result in the fol- 
lowing Mon.-through-Fri. proe 
gram sequencing. 

6:45—Lowell Thomas (P&G), 

7:00—New Program (P&G). 

7:15—Jack Smith Show (P&G). 

7:30—New Program (Camp- 
bell). 

7:45—Bob Trout (Campbell). 
enlace: tn ina ameter cman te tena te nea sl 
|Gamble’s cross-the-board program- 
| ming and provide the solution to the 
P & G-CBS snafu on where to spot 
Lowell Thomas, Latter is scheduled 
to move over from NBC in the fall, 

The Campbell-P & G expansion 
shapes up as the biggest commercial 
deal in radio in months, partially 

(Continued on page 32) 


Carson Plaving 
It Safe, Agent 


Prowls Sponsor 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Jack Carson is taking no chances 
on being set adrift in mid-season and 
to that end is having his agent offer 
him around. Still under contract te 
Campbell soup for another season at 
least,-he’ll make an issue of the re- 
newal which comes up in May if it 
is sectioned off in the usual quarter- 
jy segments. Should the soup can- 
| ner pick him up for 13 weeks in the 
| fall after a summer layoff of equal 
| duration and then decide to let him 
|g0, it would leave him out in the 
cold world around early February 
jand that prospect is mot very com- 
forting to him. 

What makes his future association 
with Campbell perilous is the pur- 
| chase of five night-time half hours 
© CBS to be filled by Bob Trout 
‘and Perry Como or Bob Crosby. Al- 
though “Corliss Archer” is intended 
only as a summer show to hold the 











is checking out of ; time. Carson has no assurance that 


will be 
continued after the half-hour strip 
gets going. With conditions as they 
j}are, Carson is not so hopeful of run- 
ning as a supplementary to the news- 
| musical cross-the-boarder. 

Granting that his agent turns up 
a potential sponsor for next seasen, 
Carson will be implemented witha 
| wedge to either force a 26-week re- 
|newal or release from his contract. 


| DAVE BAYLOR TO WJMO 


Cleveland, April 18. 

First of Cleveland’s new post-war 
Stations has named its top efficers. 
| WJMO dipped into the pr#sennel 
| ranks of WGAR to pluck Dave Bay- 
| lor, program manager, and name 
| him manager. In turn, Baylor asked 
| Larry Shipley, engineer, to come 
| along to serve as chief engineer of 


.' the new station. 
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FCC's WOKO Death 


Sentence Spurs 


Bidding Invites for Channel 


Washington, April 15. 

Several companies are expected to 
bid for the radio channel now occu- 
pied by WOKO, Albany, as result 
of FCC’s ultimatum last week that 
the station must wind up its affairs 
and go off the air by Aug. 31. It is 
only the fourth time in its history 
the FCC has resorted to so drastic 
an action. WOKO, an ABC basic 
station operating with three kw 
power, has been on the air 18 years 
and probably would pull over a $1,- 
000.000 sales ticket in the normal 
course of events. : 

FCC. concurrently, invited other 
bidders to file for WOKO’s channel 
until June 1, 1947. On that date, the 
doors will be closed and new bids 
will be heard in competition with 
the Van Curler Broadcasting Corp., 
which applied for WOKO’s facilities 
over a year ago. FCC Commissioner 
Clifford J. Durr dissented with the 
majority and voted to give WOKO 
only a 30-day stay until May 9 to 
wind up its affairs. Durr also 
thought that FCC should immediate- 
ly hand over the station’s channel 
to Van Curler without waiting for 
other bids. 

The FCC’s action followed two 
years’ litigation and a Supreme 
Court decision backing up the Com- 
mission's right to refuse to relicense 
stations guilty of misrepresentations. 
WOKO’s fault lay in concealing from 
FCC that 24% of its stock was actu- 
ally held by Sam Pickard, a former 
CBS veepee. The conceaiment was 


(Continued on page 32) 


Nets OK Socialist 


Time Vs. Truman 


It jiooks like the Socialists will 
get the jump on the Republicans in 
replying on network time to Presi- 
dent Truman’s Jefferson Day address. 


> 





ABC and Mutual have agreed to 
give the party free time. NBC, which 


got a similar request, hadn't de- 


cided what to do about it up to 


last night (Tues.). 
Harry Fleischman, 


for 15 minutes (Truman 
Deal with ABC went similarly. 


Fleischman said he sent the re- 
quest for NBC time to Carleton 
Smith, manager of WRC, the net’s 
Washington station. Fleischman also 
said he had time for party speakers 
on several New York area indies, 


including WINS and WAAT. 
ABC will give Norman Thomas 


chairman of the Socialist Party’s 
national action committee, a quarter- 
next Saturday 
“How To Stop 
Russia.” Mutual will pick up Prof. 
Maynard C. Krueger, member of the 
party’s national executive commit- 


hour at 10:30 p.m. 
(i9) to talk on 


tee, 


titled 


man early this month. 


Republican Party notified 


ing Truman's talk that it 


dent. No formal 


been. 


FCC at Full Strength 


Washington, April 15. 





FCC is now operating with full 
complement of seven commissioners, 
newest 


with Edward M. Webster, 
member, sworn in last week. Web- 
ster took over the FCC slot vacated 
by former chairman Paul A. Porter. 
His term expires June 30, 1949. 

Webster, a_ political 
and former FCC assistant chief en- 
gineer, is expected to join FCC 
Commissioners Charles R. Denny, 
Jr., and E. K. Jett at the World 
Telecommunications Conference 
opening in Atlantic City, May 15, 
and skedded to meet through Oct. 
15. 


— 


secretary of 
the Socialist Party, said he wrote 
the three nets last week asking for 
time equivalent to that given Tru- 
man. (No request was made to CBS 
because that web did not air the 
President’s talk of April 5.) Mutual 
replied that it would give the So- 
cialists the same time billing Tru- 
man had jf they could provide a 
speaker of equivalent importance or 
public interest. The Socialists settled 
got 30). 


the 
three networks immediately follow- 
would 
expect the webs to offer free time 
comparable to that given the Presi- 
réquest for time 
was made, however—and still hasn’t 


independent 





Benson’s New MBS Post 


Mutual’s George Bensorl has taken 
on a slightly familiar title—eastern 
sales manager, newly created posi- 
tion in the web’s setup. He had the 
same title at the Blue (now ABC) 
network just before he went away 
to war. 

He has been with MBS’ sales or- 
ganization since December, 1945. 


Lonely Man Shows Up In 
Gabbers Rush for WOR’s 
Bessie Beatty 606 Spot 


Death of veteran woman com- 
mentator Bessie Beatty signalled a 
flood of applications to WOR, N. Y., 
for the lucrative spot left vacant. 
The list of aspirants, which quickly 





mounted into the dozens, includes 
newspaperwomen, femme _ gabbers, 
actresses, models, school teachers 
and others, from all parts of the 
country. 


Among those reported under con- 
sideration, either upon their own 
application or at the suggestion of 
interested persons, are Lee Carson, 
newspaperwoman - wife of WOR 
newscaster George Carson Putnam; 
Betty Brainard, syndicate writer- 
wife of H. H. McClure, head of the 
McClure Syndicate; Clementine 
Paddleford, food editor of the N. Y. 
Herald Tribune, and Alma Det- 
tinger, well-known WQXR (N. Y.) 
commentator. 


A number of men’s names also 
have been submitted, including that 
of actor Alexander Kirkland. Out- 
of-town applicants include femme 
gabbers on stations in Philly, Minne- 
apolis and Detroit. 

WOR execs are in no great rush, 
however, to pick a successor to Miss 
Beatty, whose 10:15-11 a.m. across- 
the-board chore reportedly netted 
her in excess of $60,000 yearly. Ac- 
tually, the time slot will go to the 
station’s Martha Deane (house name 
for Marion Young) and Miss 
Beatty’s “successor” probably would 
take over Miss Deane’s 3-3:30 p.m. 
segment. For the time being Miss 
Deane is doubling in both stints. 
While the station doesn’t want her 
to have to carry this load overlong, 
it’s expected the afternoon stanza 
(said to pay about $35,000) will not 
be assigned for about a month. 

Word has gone out that WOR top- 
pers, while not entirely opposed to 
considering women air gabbers for 
the spot, would prefer to. sign 
“someone with a background of 
achievement in journalism,” either 
on newspapers, wire services or 
magazines. 


WJZ PUTS SKIDS ON 
WNEW AIRING WINCHELL 


Angle of a station not owning a 
program, yet having final say on its 
use or rather rebroadcast despite 
wishes of agency or sponsor in- 
volved, stood out sharply last week 
in N. Y. WJZ, (ABC) put its foot 
down definitely on rebroadcast of 





from Chicago at 7:15 p.m,| Walter Winchell airers on WNEW, 
Thursday, May 1, to air a talk en- 
“Heading for Chaos?” Both 
Thomas and Krueger will tell their 
party’s att#iude on domestic and 
foreign problems discussed by Tru- 


N. Y., indie, an hour after WJZ car- 
ried the program. 


WNEW had contracts signed with 
Robert W. Orr, agency for Jergens, 
Winchell sponsor, to re-air Winchell 
Sunday nights at 10, an hour follow- 
ing the WJZ program. Rebroadcasts 
were to start May 4, with Dryad, 
another Jergens product, to be 
plugged instead of the w-k. lotion. 
Then WJZ heard of the deal and hit 
the roof, meantime unearthing an 
old FCC ruling forbidding rebroad- 
cast of a program without permis- 
sion of the originating outlet. And 
although agency and sponsor had 
been perfectly agreeable to the re- 
broadcast, they agreed to abide with 
old rule, while WNEW decided not 
to make an issue of it by appealing 
to the FCC for possible modification. 

WNEW’s program director Ted 
Cott admits, however, he’s still try- 
ing to get other top net shows for 
rebroadcast, and says he'll offer time 
to any bigtime show which feels the 
added time will help them. 


KEARNEY TO MBS CO-OP 


Mutual co-op program sales de- 





former sales exec of the Katz agen- 





trate on the N.Y. area. 





WINS PROMOTION AWARD 


LEE FONDREN 


For the most effective promotion 
of a public service radio program, 
“KLZ Farm Reporter,” KLZ was 
recently given a CCNY Award of 


Merit. To KLZ’s_ promotional 
spark-plug, Lee Fondren, goes the 
credit. KLZ, DENVER. 











Lips That Touch 
Liquor’ OK With 
FCC Re WLOX 


Washington, April 15. 

Under certain conditions you may 
sell liquor in a dry state and oper- 
ate slot machines illegally, and still 
win FCC approval to own a radio 
station, a ‘majority of FCC members 
decided last Thursday (10). 

In a surprise ruling, the Commis- 
sion reversed an-earlier finding and 
awarded the WLOX Broadcasting 
Co. a permit for a new local watter 
in Biloxi, Miss. WLOX president 
James Love is the proprietor of the 
Buena Vista hotel where he regu- 
larly sells liquor and maintains slot 
machines in defiance of two 
Mississippi laws. 

The Commission, which first dis- 
qualified Love on this count, ex- 
plained last week that it had modi- 
fied its position “to distinguish be- 
tween the open and unconcealed 
activity of the sale of intoxicating 
liquor and the mgintenance of slot 
machines in the oxi area and the 
concealed activities of so-called 
bootleggers, racketeers and gam- 
blers.” FCC said that “with the ap- 
proval of the community such laws 
are apparently not enforced” and 
cited testimony from leading Biloxi 
citizens to the effect Love’s reputa- 
tion is “beyond reproach.” 

Like others engaged in selling 
liquor in Biloxi, Love has regularly 
paid taxes to the state in accordance 
with another statute imposing a tax 
6n all articles sold illegally, Missis- 
sippi makes it unlawful for a man 
to have liquor in his possession as 
well as to manufacture or distribute 
it. 

Commissioner Clifford J. Durr 
voted to deny the WLOX grant, 
arguing that the Commission’s own 
views On the morality of selling 
liquor are irrelevant. As Durr saw 
it, it is not the FCC’s function “to 
review the judgment of the Missis- 
sippi legislature.” 

Commissioner E. K. Jett dissented 
in favor of a grant to WGCM Broad- 
casting Co. in preference to WILOX. 
The FCC majority ruled out WGCM 
because its principal, Hugh Jones, 
owns a station 12 miles distant in 
Gulfport and there would be con- 
siderable duplication of service from 
the commonly-owned transmitters. 
Jett preferred WGCM because Wil- 
liam Jones, brother of Hugh, said 
he would move from Gulfport to 
Biloxi and run the station inde- 
pendently. 

The Commission originally pro- 
posed to deny both bids for Biloxi, 
but, as happens very seldom, re- 
versed itself on the final ruling. 


Basic Homer 


Boston, April 15. 

Unique experiment with Basic 
| English is under way currently on 
| Lowell Institute Cooperative Broad- 
| casting Council series, “Your Ideas,” 
|over WHDH. It’s the first radio 
version of Homer’s “The Iliad”— 
| using 500 of Basic’s 850 words. 

| Show was inaugurated by Dr. I. A. 
| Richards, Harvard professor of Eng- 
| lish, and foremost authority on the 
| subject of Basic English. He is also 


| chairman of the “faculty team” from 








|has just completed a cycle of 30 


cy, as an account exec to concen-| broadcasts on Plato as first “Your | sistant to Ed Shurick 


Ideas” series. 


—— 
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Dab DADA DAL 


In his argument against further 


industries and. says, in essence, that 


Even if one ignores the fact that 


one must consider ethical values. 


seeking to stay alive. 
And the price of that seeking, it 


Here are a few: 


the once-over-lightly commentators, 
a world? 
Is it not a fact that the American 


our scientists, before Congressional 
tionable security behind atom bomb 


other peoples of other nations. 
in mistaking news dissemination for 
cleverness and ingenuity which goes 


the terrible vacuum in our national 
by ephemeral entertainment or an 


By ARCH OBOLER 


the least informed group of any of the Big Four? 
surveys which indicate, for example, that, in spite of the news blasts 
every 15 minutes, and in spite of years of war, one out of three adult 
Americans did not know that the Japanese had occupied the Philippines; 
less than 4% had the slightest conception of the shattering statements of 






Carroll 


i Hollywood. 
In a recent issue Carroll Carroll, who appears to have taken upon him- 
self the role of apologist for commercial radio (a position which even the 
paid propagandists have found untenable, as witness the gradual retreat 
of numerous presidents’ and vice-presidents from their previously held 
positions that American commercial radio was the best possible, and how 
dare you sirs!) draws certain conclusions and asks us certain questions. 


castigation of an ‘over-commercially 


approach to radio broadcasting, Carroll, unfortunately, points to the news. 
papers and films as examples of purely-for-entertainment-and-business- 


if the others don’t, why should radio? 


I said, before, that the argument was an unfortunate one, because to use 
the shortcomings of one group to justify one’s own misdeeds leaves one in 
a most unhappy position; one would hardly attempt to condone, for ex- 
ample, the failure to give one’s community a healthful water system on 
the basis that a neighboring town was also negligent. 


radio broadcasting, unlike the news- 


papers and the film businesses, is licensed as a public service, certainly 
One likes to believe that the sacrifices of 
the late war have taught us that each of us has duties to one’s community 
which go beyond the business of profit-making. 
no longer idealism; in a world on an atom bomb it is simply a matter of 


Being a good citizen is 


begins to appear, is not going to be. 


either personal or national maneuvering for self-advantage; it is going to 
be finding a basis wherein the other fellow, and the other nations, have 
equal advantages under the laws of nations—and of personal conscience. 

Mr. Carroll asked “Any questions?” 

Granted that American radio gives to the American people the greatest 
variety of listening pleasures, is it not a fact that in these critical times 
the mere pleasure of laughter and escapism is not enough? 

Is it not true that unless we are informed, beyond the news and beyond 


we may gain a belly-laugh but lose 


public is the most amused group and 
I refer you to various 


committees, in regards to our ques- 
stockpiles. 


Tricklets of Knowledge 

Equally small is our national knowledge, to choose a few more vital 
subjects at complete random, regarding such matters as essentially im- 
portant to our future political and economic existence as the revolution in 
British postwar thinking, the basic differences between the political phil- 
osophies (if not the particular applications) of Fascism and Communism, 
and the nature of the final awakening of Asia’s peoples, their refusals 
ever again to accept a status quo position, and the implication of this mass 
movement to the static democratic ideal of our professional diplomats. 

Our future as a people, it is obvious, depends on our getting along with 
How can we possibly do so if only an 
infinitestimal percentage among us has the knowledge necessary for func- 
tioning upon an intelligent international level? 
so if the leaders of our greatest source of information, the radio, persist 


How can we possibly do 


political education? 


A last question—is it not true that if a larger percentage of the same 


into entertainment was diverted into 


an education of our people, we would soon have an alert, informed voting 
majority which would make democracy work on all levels, and thus fill 


life, a void which can never be filled 
increase of deep-freeze refrigerators 


or television receivers, which must be filld by giving a greater percentage 
of us the knowledge, and the opportunity, of being of service, in peace- 
time, to our nation and to our world? 





Banks Flocking to N.Y. 


Indies to Plug Small 
Loans, Check Accounts 


New York indies report a resur- 
gence of banks as advertisers, with 
most of them seeking ad outlets on 
spots rather than regular airers. 


Banks in recent years haven't been 
too heavy radio advertisers, using 
direct mail, newspapers, streetcar 
ads, ete., instead. They’ve apparent- 
ly found these media strongly com- 
petitive, with rival banks running 
concurrent ads, whereas on _ radio 
the competition isn’t as direct or 
contiguous. 


Banks are concentrating on plug- 
ging two fields, the small loans and 
the 5-&-10c checking accounts, and 
feel spots are best for these drives. 
They're, however, finding some dif- 
ficulty in getting spots, certain indies 
not having the available time any- 
more. One bank that had been 
solicited for 15 years finally came 
around to one indie, but wanted only 
spots, which this station couldn't 
accommodate, being full up. Certain 
| banks are settling on programs in- 
| stead of spots. 


Manufacturers Trust, N. Y., is re- 
ported buying on as many stations 
as it can. Modern Industrial (Morris 
Plan) is looking for spots. Union 
Dime Savings is now buying indie 
time. Others are following with in- 
quiries. 





MORE KMBC EXITS 
Kansas City, April 15. 
Exodus of hands at KMBC which 
_ began recently with departure of 
|Ed Shurick, promotion manager, 
|continues with John Battison, who 
| leaves spot as development engineer. 
|Battison joins the Federal Telephone 
|& Telegraph Corp., New York, as a 





partment has added Don Kearney, | Council member institutions which | design engineer. 


Warren Rodat, who had been as- 
, also is moving 
Out of the promotion department. 


Goldman's Bid 
Gets Fer Sock 


Washington, April 15. 

Contenders for outlets i 
Philadelphia last week jumped al 
over the William Goldman Theatres, 
prospective buyer of WDAS, fo 
that company’s attempts to stave ofl 
an FCC decision on Philly FM until 
it gets its own hat in the ring. 

Goldman asked FCC either to cone 
sider testimony from WDAS in supe 
port of an FM grant as his own or 
to reopen the hearing record to let 
him bid for an FM channel as new 
owner of the station. 

International Ladies Garment 
Workers’ Union, WHAT and Franke 
lin Broadcasting Corp. promptly told 
FCC to make Goldman wait until 
July 1, when he would get a shot 
at the reserved FM channels. He 
made the deal to buy WDAS two 
weeks before the FM hearing rec- 
ord closed and had-plenty of time 
then to enter the FM race, FCC was 
told. The three bidders, plus 
Patrick Joseph Stanton, will all 
come off with FM. grants if Gald- 
man’s 1lth-hour petition is denied. 


RADIO STOCK SETUP 
LIKELY FROM CBS SHOW 


CBS programming dept. has ambi- 
tious plans for the forthcoming hour- 
long Tuesday night dramatic series 
which will be directed by the Ca- 
nadian-imported Fletcher Markle. 

Out of the series, which tees off 
April 29 in the 9:30 to 10:30 segment, 
may come a permanent stock com- 
pany of radio performers. Format 
of program will be loose enough 








to embrace adaptations from legit 
plays, novels, etc. ; 
Web has set as title of series 


“Studio One,” with adaptation of 
/new’ novel, “Under The Volcene, 
‘set for preem. 
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PREDICTIONS OF THINGS TO COME 





Sh! Mustn't Say Peabody Word 


Tomorrow (Thurs.) the Peabody 


luncheon in New 


ork given under the auspiees of the 


Awards will be presented at a 


dio ed 


tives Club. Who gets what is, of course, widely known aroun 
hattan at this moment, but the press has been hamstrung by 7 


favorite enemy of journalistic enterprise—the release date. 


ARJETY, 


for one, observes this release date with distaste for the device which 
bottles up an obvious “trade story” of considerable piquancy im cons 


nection with the awarde this year. 


In advanee let it be said that the Peabody selegtiong for e's 


the whole, are good ones. 


This has “_ always beep xe But if t 
selections are better, so obviously is the decision ron  - nua 
banquet which during the years it was Jey a oF itee 


reputetion for beng a clambake. 
variably uneonvine ngly old hat. 
will remove part of that curse. 


cop re uved the 
ne @ tory Wap 
1é eam eon ae p et 





Blue-Booked Radio Better, Sez 
Durr, But Please-All Policy Bad 


Several of the better known fig-* 


ures of the radio industry came be- 
fore WQXR (N. Y.) microphones 
yesterday (15) for a half-hour of 
roundtable gab on the question. “Is 
Our System of Broadeasting a Suc- 
ess?” There was little argument. 
J. S. broadcasting, they agreed, was 
a success. It had a few shortcomings, 
but it would improve. 


Panel partieipants were 
Commissioner Clifford furr, 
Haverlin, new president of Broad- 
cast Musie, Ine.; John V. L. Hogan, 
president of WQXR, and Albert N. 
Williams, radio editor of the Satur- 
day Review of Literature. Program 
was “What's On Your Mind?” 
Alice Pentlarge as moderator. 


Has broadcasting improved in the 
= since the Blue Book? Durr 
odged a flat answer, but said his 
“impression is that things are quite 
a bit better.” He thought broadcast- 
ers probably were thinking more 
now about better programming and 
more willing to’carry the better net- 
work publie service shows in prefer- 
ence to mediocre local programs. 
He'd like to see the radio industry 
self-regulated, he added, but “unfor- 
tunately there is no guarantee” that 
broadcasters in every case would 
regulate themselves properly. He did 


FCC 


not feel, he said, that what goes on | 
the air could always be left entirely | 


to the discretion of the broadcaster. 

Haverlin said a “lot of broad- 

easters would sleep better” if they 
(Continued on page 32) 


GIMBEL’S 3006 OUTLAY 
FOR WIP EXPANSION 


Philadelphia, April 15. 





A $300,000 expansion program for |CBS “property,” 


WIP was announced yesterday (14) 
by Benedict Gimbel, Jr., president 
and general manager, to include five 
new studios, one of which will be an 
auditorium type with seats for 200 
persons, 
rooms for studio productions. 

Almost half of the projected ex- 
penditure is scheduled immediately, 
Gimbel said, improving the AM 
facilities and providing for addi- 
tional program requirements of ex- 
panded FM operations. 

Included on the “immediate” list 
is a new master control room with 
the latest type multi-channel “pre- 
set” Western’ Electric 
Switching and dispatching system. 
Also set for immediate construction 
are three “speaker” type studios, 
and 235-feet high FM tower for the 
roof of the Gimbel building. A 42- 
feet high antenna on the tower will 


give the structure an overall height | 


of 520 feet above street level. 


CBS to Experiment With 
‘Artist’ Entr’acte Series 


For the final four weeks of the 
Sunday afternoon N.Y. 
harmonic concerts, starting April 20. 
which will be on sustaining basis. 
CBS will experiment with a 10- 
minute intermission series titled 
“Portrait of the Artist.’ Dwight 
Weist will be narrator, with Mar- 
Saret Lewerth as scripter. Subjects 
will be Brahms, Renoir, Lord Byron 
ind Dostoievsky. 

Reaction to series may determine 

whether they'll be expanded for 
Programming next season. 
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Back to Bach 
Radio may be spared furthe 


coe ote PAeh. ey @ the ene 
¢ase of a WQ , aAnouhe 


in a newscast referrin to t 
w.k, labor law as “the MB 
act.” 


The School for Radio Tech- 
, has just put out a 

record album called “Ora Lexi- 
con” as guide to announcers on 
standards of pronunciation of 
classical musical names and 
terms and otherwise. Milton 





with | 


and a stage and dressing | 


program | 


Phil- | 


Cross has done the musical con- 
tinuity 





Como, “Moore ¥ 


| Status ‘Which’ 


| Status of Perry Como and Garry 
Moore is provoking lots of trade 
speculation, with both the come- 
dian and the singer on “lend-lease” 
to networks other than those to 
which they are under contract. 


Jimmy 
ithe fall to go on his own. CBS 
would like to keep him within the 
| web fold but he’s still under 
tract to NBC, which had signed a 
“waiver” when, five years ago, 
Moore was projected into the star 
spotlight for his CBS teamup with 
ithe Schnoz. But now that he’s go- | 
ing it solo, any sponsorship deal will 


have to reckon with NBC's first call | 


on him. 


On the other hand, Como is a 
similarly given the 


|‘waiver” treatment for his NBC | 
| Chesterfield show. 
}very much like to recall him. 


Campbell Soup, for one, wanted him 


jfor its projected cross-the-board 
|CBS early evening show. There’s | 
jsome talk that, if Como or his 


| sponsor refuse to hold still, the case 
may go to arbitration. 

William Morris agency signed} 
Moore to a two-year contract last 
weekend and said it was working 
on a new show for him for a fall 
| debut. Moore was formerly under 
National Concert Artists Corp. man- 
agement. 





Moore is breaking away from the | 
Durante-Rexall-CBS show in|} 


con- | 


[FOC SURVEYING 


Washington, April 15 
It ig still top secret, but FCC is 
tay te a voluminous report on 
t futufe economics of the broad- 
cast industry, it was learned this 
week e document ~—which may 
becdme the economic bible of radio 
“hopes to set forth the survival 
ohances of hundreds of new broad- 
oy fey, who have set up shop since 
end to spell out the odds on 
the wolf from the door for 
Syn more with pending ap- 
at > he 
What Gommission fears is that 
somewhere in the not distant future 
radio’s rosy prospects may tempo- 
rerily go through the wringer with 
scores 6f little fellows squeezed dry 
and out of business. 
hile the present boom has 
ned up enough advertising to 
Ez almdst everybody enough dol- 
avré to keep in the black, the FCC 
4 coneerned with the time when 
¢ 


the small stations may no longer 
have the business to operate profit- 
ably. 

irst hint of the new project came 
when FCC called on top industry 
men for economic info and leads on 
advertising execs who could bul- 


wark data already in Commission 
files. FCC officials refused to talk 
about progress of their work but 


did not deny the project was receiv- 
ing priority attention. Whether it 





will be published is still unde 
termined. 
Although the economic report 


| tions, it was stressed that it 


RADIO'S FUTURE 


bloom gomes off the rose and | 


fred turn out of Blue Book propor- 
con- | 
|templates no change in FCC’s pres- | 








Dail News, ABC, WMCA, ILGWU, 





Say It With Music 


| 
Ted Husing, WHN, N. Y., disk 


jock, provided his own editorial 
comment on Frank Sinatra’s 
one-punch battle with Lee 


Mortimer, N. Y. Mirror amuse- 
ment columnist 

After making a news an- 
nouncement of the battle, 


un The Voice’s record- 


Husing 
ry a Little Tenderness.” 


ing of “ 


Writers Nix Bid 
To NLRB in Net 
Labor Huddles 


the Radio 
Thursday 








A delegation from 
| Writers Guild 
(10) in 

iN. Y. with 


| 


met last 


presented their demands to be rec- 





taining and commercial. 
{ing lasted several hours and ended 
{with the networks promising to get 
back to RWG in one week, 
|tomorrow (Thurs.) with 
|of a reply which would either open 
ij the way for further talks or 
| the ball back to the union. 
It's understood the Guild told the 
networks straight out that they posi- 





|ent licensing policies It is explora- tively refused to go to the National 
‘tory only and for the purpose of | Labor Relations Board and seek 
| guiding the industry and protecting | ‘certification.’ Guild argued that 
| investments of those newcomers to | this was not necessary and would 
| broadcasting who may have been | result in delaying the issue _ SIX 
| lured into the field by tales of lush | Months to a year minimum, Webs 
war profits, without realizing the |®ad previously told the writers 
|extent of present competition for | Union, informally, that they would 
|spectrum space and the not-so- | negotiate only when ‘and if the 
| elastic advertising dollar. j Guild proved it was entitled to 
‘Green’ or ‘Yellow’ Book speak for freelancers. 
Industry men, according to re- Latter are, in trade practice, often 


| ports, will welcome the overall pre- 
| dictions which the Commission 
hopes’ to make on the dollars-and- 
|cents future of broadcasting. At this 
stage. the study is incomplete on 
| just what those prospects are, with 
| the result that the survey may turn 
lout a “Green Book” giving a clear 
| go- signal to further expansion in the 
broadcast field. On the other hand, 
it may become the “Yellow Book” 
of radio, standing as a signal for 
| caution. 
FCC concern with overall 
mission will alter 
| off” 


its present “hands 
attitude in deciding how many 
| Stations a community can support, | 
it was believed. 
| Strongly agree that Government has 
ino obligation to make such deci- 
| sions, despite the fact that many 
| broadcasters have been crying for 
| some curb on station expansion. 

Big question is whether the ad- 
vertising dollar can be stretched to 
accommodate twice the number of 
standard broadcast stations on the 
air before the war, along with sev- 
eral hundred FM stations, plus the 





BARTLEY NIXED ON BID 


Washington, April 15. 

Robert Bartley, director of NAB's | 
| FM departfent lost out last week in | 
|his bid for a new standard broad- 
lcast station in Houston. Commis- | 
'sion, in a proposed finding, okayed a 
grant to Bartley’s competition, 


W. Albert Lee, a resident of Hous- | 
/ton since 1920 and owner of nine 
hotels there. 

FCC said Lee's longtime local | 


residence and fact that active man- | 
agers of the station are to be Hous- 
ton people favored him. Financial | 
backing for Bartley came from four | 
Massachusetts men who had no in- | 
tention of participating in station or | 
moving to Texas. 

FCC Conmstenmenas E. K. Jett 
favored a grant to Bartley because 
of his experience as a former vice- 


‘president of the Yankee network. 


| which 


FOR HOUSTON STATION 2 


‘+ censes 


fax and television transmitters for 
authorizations have already 
| been issued. Report will also explore 
| Opportunities for drawing on new 
sources 
vith newspapers and magazines 
which have normally hogged the re- 
tail advertising dollar 

Construction Hypo 

example, number of AM li- | 
and construction permits 
which stood at 912 in 1944, has al- 


For 


ready leaped to 1,630, with FCC cur- | 


rently speeding decisions on an- 
other 3-400 bids in hopes of releas- 


ing them by May 1—expiration of 
the three month freeze period on 
filling of new standard station re- 
quests. If FCC does not extend the 
|freeze—as some industry men have 
urged—another healthy batch of ap- 


plications is expected. Some fore- 
casters expect a top of 1,800 AM li- 


+ censes by 1948 

At the same time, FCC Chairman 
Charles R. Denny, Jr., has predicted | 
'700 FM stations on the air by end | 
of 1947. 


future | 
Now CBS would | of radio does not mean that Com- | 


Both NAB and FCC | 





| classified as independent contractors 
| and not employees. Webs 
| the Wagner Act does not 
| “suppliers of material.” 

has argued that a_ writer 
| writer and that freelancers in the 
aggregate were entitled to the bene- 
fits of collective bargaining. 

Mutual network, which has no 
Guild contract (other webs do for 
staffers). was represented at last 
week's meeting by Phillips Carlin. 
| Meanwhile, the negotiations between 
'the RWG and the three networks 

with staff contracts have been sus- 
pended pending the freelance issue 
| which has developed No. 1 priority. 


WALKER TO ANALYZE 
PROGRAMS FOR CBS 





| 


ing its comedy programs. 


veepee Davidson Taylor. 
For last two years 
invented an electronic 


laugh material in comedy shows, has | 
recorded and 
laughshow broadcasts. 





He was with 


| ta for several and with 


| WNEW, N.Y 


years, 
sales dept. 


the NBC Board Room in| 


representatives of the | 
four national networks and formally | 


ognized by the webs as bargaining | 


agents for ali freelance writers, sus- | 
The meet- | 


namely | 
some sort | 


throw | 


contend | 

cover | 
The Guild | 
was a| 


He reports to CBS programming | 100 plus. 
Walker, who | 


device to |whether WNCA should not be called 
check audience response and script |on to 


1941-45 be- | 


| fore branching out into his own busi- | 


} 
| ness. 


D.C. Horror Program Nix 


Washington, April 15. 
Washington's new National Coun- 
cil for Youth Entertainment has 
pledged an all-out drive against ra- 


dio crime and horror programs 


| 
| 
| 


North Jersey bet N. Y. FM Grants 


Washington, April 15. 

Winding up one of the hottest a - 
fights in #roadcast annals, the as 
announced today its proposed grants 
to five applicants out of 17 bids for 
FM channels in the New York area, 
Applicants winning tentative § ap- 
proval include the News Syndicate 
(N. Y. Daily News), WMCA,’ WJZ 
(ABC network), Unity Broadcasting 
Co. (International Ladies Garment 
Workers Union), and the North 
Jersey Broadcasting Co., Paterson, 
IN. J. 

Applicants whose bids 
chanfielg were denied by the FCC 
were WBNX, WEVD, Frequency 
Broadcasting Corp., Bernard Fine, 
WLIB, People’s Radio Foundation 
(Gommunist Party), Metropolitan 
Broadcasting Corp., NMU-CIO, Amal- 
gametes Broadcast System (CIO), 
orth Jersey Radio, Inc., Radio Proj- 
ects, Inc., and Radio Corp. of the 
Board of Missions of the Methodist 
Church, 

In making the proposed grants, 
the Commission found itself split on 


for FM 





number of decisions with the 
Daily News grant among the win- 
ners the chief target for criticism, 


and with WLIB (N., Y. Post), among 


| the losers, copping the consolation 
rize. A majority of the commis- 
sion voted to strike out the testi- 


American Jew- 
the News dur- 


mony given by the 
ish Congress against 


ing the hearings last July. Clifford 
J. Durr dissented, -declaring the 
AJC testimony should be_ given 
| weight and voting against the Daily 
|News okay on grounds that the 
|} paper was controlled by the Chi- 


cago Tribune, a non-New York resi- 
dent company 
Charles R. Denny, 
sioner, concurred in the grants to 
WMCA, North Jersey and ABC, but 
said that one of the other two should 
go to Newark and the other, to 
WLIB. Commissioner E. K. Jett con- 
curred on all grants but expressed 
an opinion that WLIB should have 
been favored over Unity Broadcast- 
ing. In the opinion of some ob- 
servers, WLIB lost out on its bid be- 
cause of its one-week withdrawal of 
its application last fall when Mrs, 
Dorothy Thackrey, N. Y. Post-WLIB 
owner, temporarily decided to drop 
| out of the television and FM picture. 


FCC commis- 





‘FCC Delves Into WNCA 
Proposed Sale Hinting 
‘License Trafficking’ 


Washington, April 15. 

Pointing to what looks like “traf- 
ficking in licenses,” the FCC Friday 
(11) tabbed for bearing the proposed 
sale of WNCA. Asheville, to the 
Jacksonville Broadcasting Corp., 
licensee of WPDQ, Jacksonville. 

Commission raised its eyebrows 
when the six owners of WNCA put 
in a sale bid after only six months 
on the air at a price which would 





CBS has added to its staff Ernest | net each of them an approximate 
Walker, of Audience Response Anal- | $9,500-$10,000 
ysis, to help on building or analyz- | $24,000 to construct and, with assets 


profit. Station cost 
acquired since, is being sold for $80,- 
Profits, before taxes, for 
the past six months were $7,000. 
Some FCC members questioned 


“show cause” why its license 
|should not be revoked. They pointed 


analyzed about 1,200 to the fact that station was licensed 


'in September, 1946. and entered into 


in competition | Harvey-Massengale agency in Atlan- | | the sales agreement with WPDQ on 


| December 23, "46 


BBC Probe Up Again 


London, April 15. 
Recent investigation of charges of 
bribery, corruption and partiality 
j}against British Broadcasting Corp. 
staffers, which apparently came to 
an end several weeks ago. may begin 


anew. Following informal huddles 
with member of Parliament Geoffrey 


Group will oppose programs which | Cooper, BBC's chairman Lord In- 

“create a reaction of fear or im- | man has invited the former to bring 
moral impulses in the minds ofj|further complaints which Cooper 

juveniles,” according to Mrs. George !claims he has since received. 

F. Hanowell, head of the council Original graft probe was largely 
Mrs. Hanowell said her committee | prompted by Cooper's efforts. At 

has already received more than!/that time Parliarnent assigned Sir 


350,000 signatures to petitions call- 
ing upon radio stations and webs 
not to broadcast crime and horror 
' shows, 


! Valentine Holmes 


prominent lawyer, 


|to investigate all charges. He re- 
ported that the allegations were 
without “solid foundation,” 
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‘Get on Air or Scram’ Ukase Tossed At 
FM ‘Delinquents’; Seek FCC Crackdown 


Albany, April 15. % 
Two hundred delegates attending 
an organization meeting of the 
Regional FM Assn. at the Ten Eyck 





Halley’s New Berth 





| 


hotel, Monday (14), heard president Mark Hallev has been named to 
Ray Hoiheinz cali for the FCC to} the staff of the New Entertainment 
‘closely scrutinize every grante€ | Workshop to take over organization 
who has a conditional permit OF | and direction of a newly established 
final construction permit in his hip adio division 
’ “OG ol ld » hit ‘ 
pocket FCC should require him to He will handle production aspects 
show evidence, within 30 or 60 days, 2 oe , : fine” 
; : of e new recording technique 
that he is making a legitimate effort ae ; 
: : which he has worked out for story 
io get on the air or withdraw his r 
developmer! 
thorization and give it to some- | : 
one else acting in good, faith | 
FMA’s directorate decided Monday 
(14) night to seek a meeting be-| EX-9ec. Byrnes Involve 


tween the FCC and its liaison com- | 
mittee on “hip pocket” licensees in 
Washington Friday (18). 

Hofheinz said some AM operators | 
are keeping FM permits until they 


In $500,000 Deal for Two 
Spartanburg Stations 


think time is ripe to proceed with | Raleigh, N. C., April 15. 
frequency modulation operation,| Ownership changes for both of 
meantime letting the “pioneers” bear | Spartanburg’s radio stations are pro- 


; proy ed 


| 


| 


| 


| 


the burden, tears and cost of ex-|posed in a deal involving more 
perimentation Radio licenses are |than $500,000. according to Walter J. | 
“from the people’ and should be!| Brown, Spartanburg radio exec.} 
operated for the people's benefit. He | Brown said that former Secretary of 
told Variety he did not care to esti- | State James F. Byrnes is among 


mate the number of “laybacks’|ctockholders in a new company 
smong the 737 pending. but hinted | which would become owner of one 
cuite a few. He declared they |of the stations. Applications for 
should obtain a station as he did in | transfers in ownership of stations 
Houston and hit the ali with less WSPA and WORD are being filed 
power, building up later when big- | with the FCC and approval of 
ger transmitters are available. Hof- | the requests is expected in early 
heinz owns an AM Houston station | summer. 


and is expanding in both AM and According to Brown, WSPA, the 
FM. rae el POLE tS FMA had state’s first commercial _ station, 

Hofheinz arene ae ue 1a@ | which also operates an FM-unit, 
and would continue to cooperate 


WSPA, would be sold by the Spar- 
tanburg Advertising Co. to the 
Surety Broadcasting Co. of Green- 
| ville for approximately $450,000. Sta- 


with the FCC, citing results obtained 
in six weeks after a Syracuse inter- 
ference situation § arose. Unlike 
“other” trade organizations, it did not 


teper all bat.” tion WORD, presently owned by 
— Be acetone ee ra 4 ah Smith Davis, N. Y. newspaper bro- 
He reiterated that a “good c €aP | Ker, and Joe Bryan of the Jeffer- 


FM set” would “key the unlocking | 
of the whole problem.’ He men- | 
tioned a 50,000,000 set goal and pre- | 
dicted it would be reached 
years, probably two. 
i Major Edwin H. Armstrong, in- The Surety Broadcasting Co. is 
ventor of frequency modulation, | associated with the Liberty Life In- 
talking on “development and future | surance Co. of Greenville, and WIS 
of FM.” stated: “I don't think you 
have to worry about the set prob- 
lem.” He mentioned the proposed 
present rate of 1,000,000 yearly, and 
probably 4,000,000 by the end of the 
year. The inventor estimated pro- 
duction should reach its maximum 
potential in “five years.” He re- 
frained from saying “anything can't In an 
be improved” and observed: “You 
who have listened and have no 
doubt as to its ultimate commercial 
implications. you don’t need an in- 
ventor to tell a_businessman where 
to go.” Armstrong said a continental 
network, described by Everett 
Dillard, president of. the Commer- 
cial Radio Equipment Co. and 
KOZY, Washington, D. C., embrac- 
ing more than a dozen stations, is not 


(Continued on page 32) 


son Standard Life Insurance Co., 
would be sold to the Spartan Radio- 


: . | casting Co., the new firm, for $85,- 
in five | 000. 


president. 


‘Paris Rendezvous’ To 
Get Manhattan Airing 


exchange deal with the 
French broadcasting sysiem, WMCA, 
N. Y., starts a new series of quarter- 
hour shows covering Parisian night- 
life April 21. A similar show on 
New York niteries, to be produced 
by WMCA, will be ready for airing 
in France this fall. 

Titled “Rendezvous in Paris,” 
French series of platters will feature 
topname Parisian talent from the 
theatre and nightspots. Series was 
produced by the North American 
division of Radio Diffusion Fran- 
caise and includes such entertainers 
as Yves Montand, Edith Piaf, Louis 
Ferrari and Lily Fayol. 
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LANNY 
“Lanny Nanki- Poo 
himself an excellent actor 
and fine singer of the difficult 
bertian lyrics.’—Detroit Times. 
“From Folk Songs to Beethoven 
Win Audience’s Top Plaudits.’’- 
Memphis Press Scimitar. 
WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY 


mete. oem senn, 


toss as 








Strike Breach 


St. Louis, April 15. 
Failure of newspaper pressmen to 
report for work yesterday (Mon.), 
following the refusal of the publis .- 


Dispatch (Pulitzer), Star-Times and 
Globe-Democrat to meet a wage in- 
crease demand c_: $9.50 per week, re- 
sulted in the three papers resorting 
to radio for the second time within 
two years to disseminate news. 

Last week, when the $9.50 hike 
was proposed, the publishers coun- 
tered with one of $4 and an offer to 
submit the row to arbitration. The 





| pressmen declined. KSD, owned and 
operated by the Post-Dispatch, 
| added one 15-minute and one 30- 
minute newscast to its regular sked 


of Columbia, Francis M. Hipp is its | and wiped out a soaper “Backstage | 
| W 


fife,’ an NBC p.m. _ program. 
| KXOK, owned by the Star-Times, 
| likewise added to its newscast sked 


to keep natives’ informed of local, 
national and international happen- 
ings. 


In addition, both stations aired 
death notices, retail food prices and 
the comics. The Globe-Democrat, 
the only a.m. sheet and without ea 
station, made deals with KMOX 
(CBS outlet), KWK ‘(Mutual outlet) 
and WTMYV, East St. Louis, for airing 
the news. 


Should the strike last any length 
of time the department stores~ are 
expected to sell their merchandise 
via the ether. This was done in 
August 1945 when newspapers fought 
recognition of newspaper employees, 
;a point they won after 19 days, dur- 
jing which the pressmen refused to 
cross picket lines and tied up publi- 
ication by the three papers. 

















Air Expression 


Fort Worth, April 15. 

Radio should continue to develop 
commentators whose variety of 
viewpoints brings a wide range of 
editorial opinion to every station, 
Mark Woods, ABC network prez, 
said here in a talk to station man- 
agers of ABC: affiliates in Texas, Ok- 
lahoma and Kansas, 


Speaking on “Should Radio Sta- 
tions Have an Editorial Policy?,” 
Woods was honor guest at a luncheon 
here with doings broadcast over 
KGKO, local ABC outlet, and over a 
regional web. It preceded a biz 
meeting held with station managers, 
discussing network policies and 
problems. 

“A radio franchise Should not be 
used to serve the private opinion of 
the licensee,” the ABC prez said. 
“It is a short step from private edi- 
torializing to public propaganda. 
Freedom's road lies in the direction 
of free access to different opinions.” 

Woods pointed out that editorial- 
izing was built up by the newspapers 
and that the law protects the pub- 
lisher’s right to exercise his opinion. 

“Unlike the press, radio broad- 
casting does not have two centuries 
behind it,” Woods continued. “Today 
broadcasters are molding a tradition 
which will either bring Americans 
io accepting uncompromising dogma | jg amply supported by 
or make it harder to accept a single | Decca releases. 
purpose philosophy of one side.” 


name of 


Transcription Network, a fresh. 











THE 4 KNIGHTS 


A little over a vear ago, four native Carolina boys, answering to the 
“The Southland Jubilee Singers,” 
Broadway classified them “talented but 
After a change of name and following exploitation over the Lang-Worth 
new 
beckoned and “THE 4 KNIGHTS” signed. 

Four hundréd Lang-Worth affiliates report “audience reaction stamps 
THE 4 KNIGHTS as America’s next great Negro act.” 
consumer demand for 


eame up North from Charlotte 
unknown.” 


style was born. Decca Records 


This statement 


THE 4 KNIGHTS’ first 


LANG-WORTH, INC... NEW YORK ” 








From the Production Centres 


+++ ++o+. 





(IN NEW YORK CITY... 


Radio Writers Guild winds up its heavily attended current workshop 
series at Midston House next Tuesday (22) with a panel session on radio 
documentaries headed by Michael Sklar, former script editor of “New 
World A-Coming” and now a writer on “Inner Sanctum,” Panel will be 
made up of Robert Heller, CBS; Wade Arnold, NBC; Jack Turner, ABC, 
and Sherman Drier, package producer of “Exploring the Unknown”,, 
Walter Lurie, executive producer at MBS, out of the hospital after taking 
suddenly ill, planes to the Coast Friday (18) to supervise first airing of 
“Johnny Madero, Pier 23” April 23 Herb Rice, MBS producer, sunning 
in Bermiuda..:.Arnold Moss to play lead role in script he’s sold to Molle 
Mystery Theatre, titled “To the End of the World.” Gets April 25 per 


formance Fred Coll, in ill health, to Florida for three weeks Sybil 
Trent, Arthur Maitland and David Gothard join cast of “Katie’s Daugh- 
| ter’’....Nancy Douglass and Joe Boland to “Backstage Wife” playe 
Susan Douglas and Martin Blaine added to “Stella Dallas.” 

Formal announcements last week disclosed the marriage last Dec. 20 of 
DeLancey (Tony) Provost, program manager of WNBC, and Serafin 


Gil- | 


ers of the three daily papers, Post- 





| 





Fallah Baumgartner....Joe Field, former publicity director of SOS (Sup- 
plies for Overseas Survivors) and ex-PM editorial staffer, named assistant 
flack chief of Compton agency Ray Morgan, owner of “Heart's Desire” 
and “Qween for a Day,” in from Coast for parleys on new Philip Morris 
sponsorship of two Mutual shows Bud Collyer, “Superman” on the air, 
appointed supervisor of the High Ridge, N. Y., Sunday school Victor 
Moore had top billing in CBS airing last night (Tues.) of “Before Their 
Time,” which won National Safety Council award for broadcast last Jan. 


D. W. Thornburgh, CBS veepee in charge of the western division, ac- 
cepted award on this week's stanza Harry Rauch, Young & Rubi s 
chief fadio flack, slated to address the Publicity and Advertising Society 
of City College tomorrow (Thurs.). “Dr. Christian” (CBS) makes a1 


nual trip east next month, with five airings from May 21 through June 25 


to originate in N. Y. 

NBC television's national director Noran E. Kersta recuperating at 
Doctor's Hospital following an appendectomy....Al Barkei, “Terry and 
the Pirates” scripter, left yesterday (15) for a three-week vacation in 
Bermuda Elaine Rost now the ingenve lead on the NBC sustainer. 


“Frank Merriwell”’....Thomas eel Flynn, formerly with CBS. joined VIP 
Service radio staff....Radio actor Jack Lloyd doubling in Columbia Pix 
film, “The Story of Miklos Gafni”’....George Sanders, who arrived in N. Y. 
last week, has been signed for radio guest shots on “Kate Smith Sings” 


program April 20, “Theatre Guild of the Air” (27) in Galsworthy’s 
“Escape” and for “Information Please” April 30. Actor then goes back to 
Coast for month, returns to N. Y. in June, then goes to England for 
vacation....Saul Carson named radio ed of New Republic, with mag 
prepping promotion campaign....Nancy Craig, ABC femme gabber, named 
“Foster Mother of 1947” by international reps of the Foster Parents Plan 
for War Children..,.Bill Lewis, Kenyon & Eckhardt radio v.p.. who 
has been on the Coast pitching for new Borden biz, planed home hur- 


riedly last week owing to illness of his wife 
tor of education, to discuss “Influence of Radio on Children” next Wed- 
nesday (23) before PTA at Croton-on-Hudson....John H. MacDonald, 
NBC v.p. in charge of finance, a new grandpa. Son was born Saturday 
(12) to his daughter, Mrs. James E. Fifield of Hartford. 

Radio actress Adelaide Klein weds New York attorney Norman Annen- 
berg tomorrow (Thurs.) in Gotham. Marriage grew out of a meeting in 
Italy when Miss Klein was touring in “Blithe Spirit” for the USO and 
groom was with the Allied Military Government after participating in the 
Mediterranean campaigns. 


. Elsie Dick, Mutual direc- 


IN HOLLYWOOD ... 


Horace Heidt and Alemite are getting together again and may euphonize 


| a reunion in the fall....Carroll Carroll, head of the Ward Wheelock Hollv- 


wood office, has ultimatumed the “Corliss Archer” packager that the word 
“stinker” is out hereafter. It was used five times on the opening broad- 
cast and startled the trade, knowing of the Campbell aversion to impure 
language. Carroll would also tabu such uglies as “loused.” “jerk” and 
“drip’....John McNeil, onetime manager of WJZ, New York, looking 
around to buy a radio station....Kay Kyser cut a new format last week 
and shipped the platter to Colgate. It's a comedy of errors in which 
the studio audience gets prized for nailing the boners....Petrol firm 
bought a quizzer for the Don Lee net which will originate at the filling 
stations, which is another way of getting people to the point of purchase 
....An extra on Hit Parade one of these Saturdays will be “Della.” from 
the facile pens of Bernie Wayne and Ben Raleigh. It will naturally be 
sung by Andy Russell since it was dedicated to his frau of the same 
name ...Don Lee’s Lewis Allen Weiss made the gesture magnifique to ad 
agencies last week by offering them use of the net’s teletypes for contact 
with their New York offices, their own being muted by the phone strike.... 
Norton Mogge, who recently resigned as manager of the J. Walter Thomp- 
son agency downtown, and John Privett, Jr., opened their own commis- 
sion house... .When Charlie McCarthy broadcasts from Denver ‘May 11 
the Oucats will be priced from $5 to $25. Proceeds go to American Cancer 
Society....Ivan Ditmars, organist, and Thomas Freebairn-Smith. narrator, 
have waxed a series of musicals tabbed “Date With Melody.” They're for 
local sponsorship and platters start making the “spots” late this month.... 
Mel Williamson takes over permanent direction of Mutual’s “Family 
Theatre.” Heretofore top producers have rotated at the controls... .Ivor 
Cooper, one of the top execs of Lever Bros. in London, being towed around 
the firm's shows by “Corny” Jackson....Emerson Foote finally got off for 
N. Y. after several false starts....Bill Thompson’s character of Nick De 
Popolis on last week’s “McGee's” was the one he broke in with on the 


show back in °'36.,..Betty Russell, ABC chanteuse, hospitalized for neck 
surgery, 


IN CHICAGO ... 


Gene Autry will broadcast from WBBM May 11....Holland Engle takes 
a turn with the platters from 9:15-9:30, five-a-week on WGN in the morn 
.... Angel Casey, NBC actress married Tristan Meinecke, artist, March 
21 here... .Catheryn Coryn, WHBF, leaves soon on six months’ trip to 
Belgium to visit her sister....Harry Canfield NBC press left last week to 
join up....Marjorie Ross of WDGY, Minneapolis, continuity staff mar- 
ried Jack Nosbush last week....Kay Turpin, for four years with ABC 
promotion department, Chi, resigned to go with Schoenfeld, Huber & 
Green agency last week....Jerry Henriksen. member of WDGY staff orch 
leaves for Norway in May for concert tour with Minneapolis Norway 
Chorus....Allan Wallace, Needham. Louis & Brobry, and Jack Simpson, 
Russel M. Seeds, both radio directors. were awarded certificates of appre- 
ciation by Veterans Administration at last week’s meeting of Chi Radio 
Management Club. ...AFRA ANTICS lineup for annual party is heavy on 
star name with Garry Moore, Don McNeill, Jack Owens, and Breakfast 
Club gang, Two-Ton Baker, Nancy Evans. Herbie Mintz, Dave Bacal. 
Party set for Medinah Temple, May 11....“Dr. L Q.” will move to KGW, 
Portland, for six weeks starting April 15 with an $1,800 kitty... .Jack 
Brickhouse, one of busiest sport announcers in town with his tele stint 
of Cubs on WBKB, daily baseball scoreboard on WIND; inside sports strip 
on WBBM: plus a transcribed sport show expects another strip in several 
days... .Donald A. Goetz joined sales staff of WGN coming from A. C. 
Nielsen. ...Libby, McNeil & Libby renewed “My True Story” for 52 weeks 
on ABC ..-Marilyn Hare, songstress and daughter of radio pioneer, Ernie 
Hare, married Joe Parker, producer of Rudy Vallee radio show in Chicago. 
April 13... .“ Quiz Kids” guests of Joe E. Brown at Saturday matinee of 
Harvey”... Robert Jones, station relations man for ABC off on two 


week swing of net affiliated broadcasters. 
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MY FRIEND IRMA 
With Marie Wilson, Cathy Lewis, 
John Brown, Led Giluskin orch, 


The Spertsmen. 
Writer-Preducer-Director: Cy Hew- 
ard 

30 Mins. Fri. 10:30 p.m. 


8 
w N. Y. 
Out of Hollywood last Friday 


night (11) came what up as 

the top comedy show this 

year by the assorted networks’ pro- 
i mahou 


gramming ts. The CBS pro- 
gramming boys spent many months 
i “My Friend Irma,” which 
wed in as a sustainer in the slot 
vacated’ by “Irma’s” ill-fated coun- 
terpart. “Maisie,” but a few more 
under the belt with the same spon- 
taneity, freshness and humor that 
socked over the preem and the 
sponsorship nibbles should come 
thick and fast. 

Surprising aspect of this situation 
comedy show is the way Marie Wil- 
son, previously of pix and legit (Ken 
Murray's “Biackouts” on Coast), 
projects herself before a mike. She's 
a natural for the dumbdora “Irma” 
role she portrays and with continued 
good scripting and direction, the 
teamup of Miss Wilson with the vet 
air performer Cathy Lewis could de- 
velop into radio’s standout femme 
comedy duo. That's a tall order, but 
that’s how good the initial stanza 
stacked up. 

The comedy payoff was there, with 
Cy Howard, the scripter, bypassin 
the usual cliches and pa 
gags to_give the program unusual 
element of freshness. Aside from one 
or two excursions into sentimentali- 
ty, Howard stuck to the business of 
getting laughs through his brace of 
femme characters who are room- 
mates, and their boy friends. 
Fortunately. he’s succeeded in en- 
dowing them with a warmth and a 
sympathetic treatment that’s bound 
to bring back the audience next 
week: Novel device of Miss Lewis 
—as the caustic one—doing a run- 
ning commentary is cleverly inte- 
grated into the script. 

John Brown in a supporting boy- 
friend role does his usual good job, 
extracting full comedy values. 
Sportsmen are spotted midway 
(probably until the commerciel ar- 
rives) and Lud Gluskin’s orch gives 
able background seat, 

ose, 


BBY DOYLE SHOW 
ith Doyle, Heney Dreamers Quin- 
tet, Harry Keogen Orch; Jack Les- 
ter, amneuncer 

Writer: Mack Brewn 

Director: Hunter Reynolds 

15 Mins.; Mon., Tues., Wed., 8:15 p.m. 


Sustaining 
WIZ-NBC, N. Y. 

Favored with three cream night- 
time spots a week on the ABC net, 

oung romantic baritone Bobby 

vle is being handed his big chance 
to crash into the charmed circle of 
the nation’s topflight crooners. Al- 
though what it takes to make 
bobbysoxers squeal in rhapsody is 
not exactly known, Doyle at least has 
the necessary pipes and a sock style 
to go along. Meliow, masculine, and 
flexible, Doyle’s voice rates along 
with the best on the airlanes in his 

re and is in line for a strong 

uildup. 

Quarter-hour show runs __ along 
straight lines spotlighting Doyle’s 
singing with incidental aid from the 
Honey Dreamers vocal quintet and 
Harry Kogen’s orchestra. On the 
preem show (14), Doyle had to buck 
a flat scripting job t did nothing 
to enhance his personality. Unless a 
si of this sort is given fresh and 

lines to speak, it’s better to 
Skip the gab entirely. Doyle™saved 
day. however, with renditions of 
“While I Have You and Your Love.” 
his signature song, “You Can't See 
the Sun,” and “Dreaming of You.” 
Herm. 
CIGAR FORUM 
With Maurice C. Dreicer, New York 

City Councilman Edward Rager, 

State Assemblyman Wm. Clancy 
Writer-Director-Preducer: Dreicer 
15 Mins.; Fri., 10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WWRL, N. Y. 

Long Island indie WWRL launched 
this weekly forum series, featuring 
prominent New Yorkers discussing 
controversia! local issues, with a dis- 
cussion Friday (11) of the question, 
“Should Civil Service Workers Be 
Penalized for Striking?” Listeners 
les=ned that Councilman Rager fa- 
vored it. Assemblyman Clancy op- 
posed it, and the two frequently in- 
terrupted each other, arguing the 
matter pro and con. They told some 


of their reasons for their stands, and | 


listeners got some idea of the issue. 

Main ‘ault of the stanza was that 
‘Dreicer failed to guide it suffi- 
ciently. A minute or two before 
time was up, he could have sum- 
Marized the opposing arguments 


and adroitly wound up the inning. | 


Conceivably, he wanted to let the 
protagonists go at it as long as pos- 
Sible, but the result was that he had 
to break them off in the middle and 
hastily do a signoff without even 
a tentative wrapup of the situation. 
he program’s general aim is com- 
mendable. However, its title is mis- 
leading (it has nothing to do with 
Cigars, other than that its par- 
ticipants are supposed to be puffing 
them contentedly) and it is slated at 
the usual too-late hour. It’s hard 
enough getting people to listen to 
this kind of program without pitch- 
Ing it at them when. if not already 
een. they're thinking of little 
e, 


LET’S BALANCE THE BOOKS 
With Louis Untermeyer, Mrs. Adria 
Kahn, Jr.. Henry 


. . 


Sustaining 
WNEW, N. Y¥. é' 


Advance publicity described this 
program as “more of a literary 
charade than literary.” If this is 
hard to understand, so is the exact 
purpose of the show, as judged by 
its preem airing Sunday (13). It’s 
quizzy and it’s bookish: beyond that 
it’s as hard to define as one of those 
all-encompassing motion pictures 
ringing in pathos, tragedy. love, 
comedy, music, dancing. adventure, 
etc. t's a tendency all too com- 
mon, too, in radio programming. In 
this case, apparently someone sug- 
gested that “books are fun to talk 
about.” So they are, for quite a few 
people. Then 16 other people jumped 
in with angles for souping up the 
formula so it would cater here and 
there to certain known prevailing 

. Result is a bookish pot- 
pourri of quiz techniques—not, how- 
ever, without some engaging mo- 
ments. 


_Author-poet Louis Untermeyer is 
ringmaster of the stanza, in which 
the Saturday Review of Literature 
gets co-billing for supplying talent. 
Each week three other authors are 
guest quizzees. Angles include: lis- 
, teners submit questions, receiving 
SRL subscriptions in payment: guest 
authors “forfeit” autographed copies 
of their books for failing to answer 
literary “puzzlers”: a N. high 
school student gets to serve as a 
guest quizmaster for one question 
each week; the studio audience faces 
a traveling mike at the tail-end of 
the program, correct answerers re- 
ceiving copies of “the book sleeper 
of the week” (a potential best seller 
selected by SRL’s editors). 


Untermeyer, albeit a little froggy- 
voiced, handled his premiere chore 
capably, injecting nice touches of 
humor. His guest scribes — Mrs. 
Adria Langley, E. J. Kahn, Jr. and 


Henry Morton Robinson — came 
through interestingly individual 
comments. Tone o* the material 


was entirely on the light and frothy 
side, and several novel devices were 
employed to sy effect. One was a 
Dodger ball fan, unable to get into 
Ebbets Field and somehow shunted 
into a nearby public library, telling 
his wife later in strictly Brooklyn 
fashion the gist of three stories he 
read at the library. Guest authors 
— correctly, that the plots the 

rooklynite reduced to local par- 
lance were “Hamlet.” “Tale of Two 
Cities” and “Count of Monte Cristo.” 
In another sequence, the author 
panel tried, rather unsuccessfully, to 
interpret tabloid headlines based on 
nursery rhymes. 

Program has the virtues of perk- 
ing pop interest in the classics and 
better current lit. and giving listen- 
ers familiar with these a chance to 
guess against the guest authors. Less 
time, however. could be taken "P 
with going into the studio and wit 
trifling questions pitched at, Susie 
Glutz’s level. 





a 


LET'S TALK IT OVER 

With Frances McGuire 

Preducer: Gil Babbitt 

25 Mins., Mon.-thra-Fri., 11:05 a.m. 


ah nn gene | 
WPEN, Philly 


“Here’s a novel kind of woman's 
program with a daily roundup of 
events and interviews live, and plat- 
tered, interspersed with comment 
and chatter by Frances McGuire, 
head of WPEN’s women’s program 
department. Miss McGuire spends 
her time prowling about Philly with 
a portable wire recorder, picking up 
on-the-spot stunts which are edited 


interviews at the studio. Result is a 
lively and interesting show. 

Miss McGuire and Don Frank, 
staff announcer, split the commer- 
cial plugs between them. with the 
former skillfully weaving in com- 


When caught, show included plat- 
tered interview in kitchen of War- 
wick hotel with chef; a round table 
discussion on the teachers’ salary 
problem with a parent, teacher and 
business rep taking part; an on-the- 
spot recording of a fashion show. 
Sponsors are Progresso Spaghetti, 
Revelac (Paints) and Termo Seal 
(insulation). Show is ably pieced 





| GI who 


together by Gil Babbitt, special 
l|events director of station. Shal. 


THE LIVING MEMORIAL 

With Warren Bryan, Jeff Morrow, 
| Will Kulova, Wallace Dunlap 

| Writers: Paul Lovett, George Magee 
| Producer-Director: George Wallach 
15 Mins.; Sat. (12), 10:15-10:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 

| WMCA, N. Y. 

The American Theatre Wing radio 
workshop put a highly reverent 
rote into the occasion of the second 
anni of FDR's death with its pro- 
duction of “The Living Memorial 
on Sat. (12). For a 15-minute pro- 
gram, the ATW workshop did more 
than deliver a sermon on the ideals 

romulgated by the late president. 
tt projected the keynote of the late 
commander-in-chief's philosophy in 
dramatic terms which contained 
punch and drive. 

Story centered about a wounded 

j lapses into delerium in 
which he fancies he’s waiting for | 





f 
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omment: 








NBC, and particularly Sun Oil, 
would seem to have missed some 
kind of an opportunity in the way 
Fred Allen was made to play it 
straight last Wednesday (9) when 
he stood in for Lowell Thomas on 
the latter's news commentating 
stint. It must be said that NBC at 
least let Allen do the fill-in, while 

refused. But the way Alien 
was tied down to a deadpan recita- 
tion of the day’s news, sans nary a 
cemment, made the occasion as 
awkward as Thomas ill-fated stab 
at levity in guesting last fall on 
Allen's teeoff. NBC obviously had 
no taste for last week's substitu- 
tion; the flack department was omi- 
nously quiet about it. When the 
Sunoco stanza went on the air, the 
announcer reported that Thomas 
was between cities on his western 
tour and that Allen, “the famous 
star of screen and radio,” was 
filling in. 


As Allen gravel-voiced the day’s 
events—the phone strike, Congress’ 
doings, the Greek situation, etc.— 
listeners waited expectantly for a 
typical Allen whimsy or quip or 
flash of sarcasm—or for Portland 
Hoffa to say, “Mama says...” But 
Allen had all his brakes on. Only 
two sly asides came through. On a 
matter before Congress, Allen re- 
marked, “To paraphrase a saying of 
Ethel Merman’s, you can't defeat a 
bill without votes.” And 6n Baseball 
Commissioner Chandler's suspension 
of Leo Durocher, Allen added that 
Chandler “made no one in Brook- 
lyn hap ... I don't believe even 
Lowell Facade would have been 
able to resist that one.” The stanza 
might just as well—or better—have 
had a regular news staffer subbing 
and saved Allen's time. 





Much ado about muffins about 
sums up performance of “The Im- 
portance of Being Earnest” on The- 
atre Guild of the Air Sunday (13). 
Brittle, artificial and very British on 
the stage, the Oscar Wilde comedy 
of manners is all the more so on 
the air. Or so it sounded Sunday, 
despite the efforts of redoubtable 
troupers like John Gielgud, Pamela 
Brown, Margaret Rutherford, etc. 
Show was unusual in being an air- 
ing of a current Broadway legiter. 
Otherwise it was only mildly enter- 
taining, with a few scattered laughs, 
but with little action or suspense. 
It had little drama to carry it, or 
the light fooling of a Lunt-Fontanne 
team to intrigue one. On the whole, 
a disappointment. 





“Honeymoon in New York,” aired 
five mornings weekly on NBC, has 
a new emcee in Ed Herlihy. vet an- 
nouncer, and a new singer in Eve 
Young. Spieler Herb Shelton is a 
holdover from the time in which 
Durwood Kirby paced the half-hour 
program of interviews, with give- 
aways to recently married couples, 
those soon to be married and vet- 
erans in the marital field. It is a 
listenable morning stanza, despite 
elements of sameness and of seem- 
ingly forced exuberance. The visu- 
als show great willingness to laugh 
at and with the couples—as a 
they fully understood the laughable 
if embarrasing details of courtship 
and marriage. There are also some 
evidences of “acting” for the benefit 
of the onlookers, with pantomime, 
business and stunts that mean little 
to outside listeners. Herlihy displays 
a fairly amusing line of chatter, al- 
though he and Shelton appear to 
talk over-loud. Miss Young sings 
pops nicely and enters merrily into 











and woven in with a program of live | 


mercials with her factual material. | 


RADIO IN REVIEW 

With Elliet Bergfeld, Lambert Kai- 
man, William F. Miller, Virginia 
Sexton, Marcella Bagent, Andrew 
Leigh; Del King, warrator; Sesh 
Greiner, music ‘ 

Producer-Directer: Ted Wescott 

Writer: Kensinger Jones 

30 Mins.; Mon. (7), 6:30 p.m. 

UNION ELECTRIC OF MO. 

KMOX, St. Louis 


Another episode in the lengthy 
series of historical events in this 
Missouri metropolis was a nostalgic 
review of 25 years of broadcasting 
that began with crystal sets and the 
“radiomania”™ that swept the country 
in the early 1920s. 

A step-by-step story of program- 
ming from locally-originated piano 


| solos today’s great network shows 


Was graphically told by an o.k. cast 
corralled by Ted Wescott. Included 
in the sock program was the nar- 
ration of the founding of KMOX by 
a group of civic and business big- 


for the purchase of machinery and 
apparatus, etc.. and the dedication 
of its newest 50,000-watt transmitter 
at Stallings, M]., 10 miles from St. 
Louis. 

KMOX, with 5,000 watts and the 
original tag of “The Voite of St. 
Louis,” began its first 
breadcasting from cramped quar- 
ters in a downtown hotel on Xmas 
cians in that period was the late 
theatre and restaurant orch, and the 
hit tunes of those days included 
“My Sweetheart.” “Easy Melody,” 
“The Red, Red Robin” and “How 
You Gonna Keep "Em Down on the 
Farm.” 

The broadcasting of the Dempsey- 
Tunney fight from Chicago's Soldier 
Field and Col. Charles Lindbergh's 
solo flight across the Atlantic were 
among the first big news events 
broadcast over KMOX. Later in his 
narration King told of the station's 
coverage of the Charleston, Mo., 
flood disaster in 1937—as a public 
service—and the timely radio warn- 
ings that saved countless lives. Har- 
ry Flannery, Don Phillips and Jerry 
Hoekstra were the station staffers 
who remained at the scene for 13 
days broadcasting to the nation and 
remained until the high waters re- 
ceded. Six months later they re- 


casts that told of the farmers re- 
turning to the scene and cultivating 
their lands. 

The narration continued with 
awards copped by KMOX for out- 
standing contributions to radio and 





wound up with a description of the 
| new transmitter which now enables 
the station to serve approximately 
25% more radio homes than hereto- 
fore, an increase of 542.582 from 
2,171,032 to 2,713,614. The Stallings 
property covers 40 acres and the 
new tower is 470 feet high. More 
than 95,000 feet of copper wire have 
been buried underground on the 
tract to permit better radiation. 
Program was well paced, held in- 
terest throughout and was one of 
the best presented in the weekly 
series, Sahu. 


OPINION-AIRE 
With Sen. Edwin C. Johnson, Sen. 

Ralph E. Flanders, Arthur Gaeth, 

Henry La Cossitt; Bill Slater, meod- 

erator 
30 mins.; Wed., 8:30 p.m. 
Sustaining 
WOR-MBS, N.Y. 

Mutual’s special events depart- 
ment has hit upon a dynamic format 
for the debating of current public 
issues in “Opinion-Aire.” ovel 
twist of attempting to gauge na- 
tional opinion on the question 
under discussion was unfortunately 
snafued by the telephone strike on 
the preem (8), but other merits of 





the kidding. 





Robert D. Leigh, director of the | 
Commission on Freedom of the 
Press, was guest on Lyman Bryson’s | 
CBS show Sunday (13), repeated the | 
findings of the commission as pub- 
lished ih its Fortune mag article and | 
in Llewellyn White’s book. But they | 
were explained simply, clearlv in 
man-of-the-street talk, so that those 
who would never bother to read mag 
or book would be enlightened. And 
enlightened they must have been at 
such familiar (though in constant} 
need of repetition) points as that | 





| the present FC€ setup was essen- | 


tially sound, serving the public in-| 
terest; that the advertiser's control | 
of programs and time had harmful | 
emphasis; that radio is and should | 
remain a private business; that there | 
should be freedom of expression on 
radio without Government inteffer- 
ence; that the Government has the | 
responsibility of seeing that it (Gov- | 
ernment) doesn’t interfere; that, 
Gevernment regulation could’ be con- | 
ducted within the framework of the 
First Amendment. There was more, 
much more, all pertinent. strong 
stuff, for an absorbing quarter-hour. 


| bate, at least. he 


entrance into heaven. Noticing prep- 
arations for entrance of a VIP, he 
learns that FDR is due and seeks to | 
join in welcoming the president But 
since the GI isn’t due to check in as 
yet. he’s given a message to take 
back to earth. 

Paul Lovett’s original drama. 
adapted by George Magee, includes 
some poetic moments which were 
heightened by the expert enact- 
ments of the cast. Production anc 
direction by George Wallach wer: 
topnotch. Jose. 


the program ‘are more important. 
Chief among these is the fact that 
the courtroom style of presentation 
with its direct and cross examina- 
tion of the principal speakers is not 
only dramatic but leads to the 
sharpest and clearest posing of the 
issue in hand. 

For the initial stanza, the topic 
was of momentous national import, 
“Should the United States Use Its 
Funds Abroad To Stop Com- 
munism?” Sen. Ralph Flanders of 
Vermont appeared as witness for 
the affirmative with Henry La Cos- 
sitt acting as defense attorney while 
Sen. Edwin C. Johnson of Colorado 
and Arthur Gaeth were cast in 
parallel roles for the negative. Be- 
fore a 12-person jury selected at 
random from the studio audience, 
Gaeth and La Cossitt opened with 
brief statements on their respective 
attitudes, then plunged into search- 


ing, unsparing interrogation of the | 


two senators’ points of view. 

No evasion, ambiguity or double- 
talk by either Johnson or Flanders 
could stand up under the cross-ex- 
amination procedure from the op- 
posing side. The dialer. as always, 
pays his money and takes his choice 
of sides but at the end of this de- 
knew precisely 
what he was buying. Partisans of 
both sides were put on their best 
mettle by the program format and 
the debat®, consequently. raced 
alopg with vigor and passion. It was 
a firstrate half-hour of adult fare 

Jury’s opinion on the debated 
question was poHed at 11 to one for 
the negative. Value of such a min- 
ute sampling is dubious, and the 
jury concept lends a concluding note 
to what should be a continuing pub- | 


gies of the burg, who pooled $100,000 


continuous | 


eve 1925. One of the featured musi- | 


Gene Rodemich, maestro of a combo | 


turned for another series of broad- | 


PATTERNS IN MELODY 

With Jean Tighe, Bob Whitlow, Je. 
Paul King, Jon Gart’s Group 

Producer-Director: Jules Albevii 

Writer: Stella Roth 

15 Mins.; Mon. 7:30 p.m. 

MAYTAG ATLANTIC CO. 

WNBC, N. Y. 


(Byrde, Richard & Pound) 


A melodious little package, t! 
stanza made its debut last week a 
should pick up listeners right alo 
Jean Tighe and Bob Whitlow, 1 
latter a newcomer from the midwi 
share top billing, each piping t: 
}pop selections. Jon Gart’s Group 
| organ, violin and harp—does a n 





lelty arrangement midway thro 
the format. Jean Paul King. 
emcee, keeps the gab breezy : 
brief. Commercials also are easy 
take. 

Miss Tighe teed off with “Son 
body Loves Me” and followed w 
“Babaulu,” latter in Spanish. H 
piping had an intimate touch and s 
displayed nice control and ran 
Whitlow, who chose “Anniversa 


| Song” and “Glocca Morra,’ was 
trifle uneven, possibly due to -ne 
| vousneéss, but on the whole offered 
j listenable performance, his voi 

having a full-bodied quality. G: 

trio did a clicko accompaniment j 
j} and turned in a nifty arrangement < 
| “I Get a Kick Out of You.” 


TREASURY AGENT 

| With Santos Ortega, Alice Rein 
heart, Everett Sleane, Jimmy Ta» 
sey, Chuck Webster, Jumes Va: 
Dyk, Lewis Whiteman 

Writer-Director-Producer: Phillips U 
Lord 

30 Mins.; Men., 9 p.m. 


' 
| 
| Sustaining 
| WJIZ-ABC, N. Y. 
Listeners who go for crime- 


and “FBI in Peace and War,” now 


each week. This one, based on th 
actual crimebusting adventures of 
the U. S. Treasury Dept.’s T Me: 
is well enough done to attract its 
share of such listeners. It has the 
tough competition, however, of th: 
high-Hoopered Lux Radio Theatre 
on CBS. 

Stanza got off to a strong start 
Monday (14) with a double-barrelec 
object lesson: 1, T Men are cleve~ 
and dogged in running down tax 
evaders, 2. Race hatred organiza- 
tions have been promoted in some 
cases for the sole obiect of making 
easy money. Dramatized case from 
Treasury files told how T Men close 
in on, trapped, arrested and exposed 
—for income tax evasion, becaus« 
they couldn’t get him for anythine 
else—a wily schemer, prominent in 
public affairs, who secretly “sold 
| hate—the easiest thine in the world 
| to sell” and got rich at it by form- 
|} ing and fostering pseudo-patriotic 
| societies around the country. Joe 
| Lincoln, famed T Man. vosed as a 
| fanatical race-hating hireling of the 
man to get the goods on him. 

Elmer Lincoln frey, retired chief 
coordinator of al! law enforcement 
agencies in the Treasury Dept., is 
imversonated in the intro and sign- 
off. Production is rough in spots, and 
some episodes are chopped a little 
closely. Scripting is a bit episodic. 
too, but is fast moving and wastes 
no time. In the preem session, the 
villain of the piece rode the menace 
pedal heavily with his sardonic 
chuckle. Acting and direciion on 
the whole were. standard.” 











OF THEE WE SING 
With Philharmonic Glee Club, El- 
frida Sandifer Wright director: 

Gerdon Heath, guestar; John Con- 

ley, announcer 
| Producer: Clifford Burdette 
| Writer-director: Milton B. Kaye 
i5 Mins.; Thurs., 10 p.im. 

WHN, N. Y. 

' This is a promising show. Its pos- 
sibilities, though not realized, were 
clearly shown in the premiere pro- 
gram to make this one worth watch- 
ing and listening for. Program is 
one of music and poetry, angled to 
sing the praises of America, with 
musical selections tied up with read- 
j}ings from various poets. Using the 
| Philharmonic Glee Club, a chorus of 

21 male Negroes, as regulars, and 
various stage figures as guest stars, 
producer Clifford Burdette has an 
interesting idea and one that should 
appeal when the rough edges are 
' stnoothed away. 

First program, using Gordon Heath 
(lead in the Broadway legiter, “Deep 
Are The Roots”) as guest narrator, 
had Heath reading from Walt Whit- 
}man’s poetry while the chorus in- 
|terpolated several numbers. Heath 
has a good, dramatic reading voice. 
and the chorus is an excellent vocal 
ensemble. But the ‘first program, 
Thursday (10), got under way slowly, 
the program idea emerging indis- 
tinctly. First vocal selection, and 
first readings, were undistinguished 
Then program moved into higher 
gear, as Heath’s reading picked up 
in fervor and the choir followed suit. 
Heath recited Whitman's picture of 
a polyglot, melting-pot America, its 
portentous present, its stirring past 
and future. 

Music sung by the chorus was a 





|little heavy, too serious: only the 


middle number, “Soon I Will Be 
Done.” had character of its own. 
A better choice of selections will go 


lie discussion. Results of a wide tele- | far to boost the program. So will a 


phone poll embracing several thou- 
sands of listeners, however. should 
prove. of interest. Herm. 


simpler statement of the show’s aim 
in its opening announcement. 
Bron, 


a 


doesn't-pay stuff with an authentic 
touch. such as “This Is Your FBI” 


have still another to look forward to 
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SLORY OF AMERICA ¥ From Christopher Columbus 
to Admiral Byrd... from George Washington to General 
. . from Yankee Doodle to the Missouri 
.. from 1492 to 1947. 


Cavalcade of America sweeps from the Atlantic to the 


Eisenhower . 
Waltz . 
Pacific, from the Rio Grande to the Canadian border. 
It moves with magie facility through time and space, 


retelling the stories of a continent and its people from 


wilderness days to the twentieth century. 
@., ey 

Cavalcade of America’s Monday night stars shine as 
brightly as those in the American flag. Since its first cur- 
tain rose in the autumn of 1935, most of the great names 
of radio, screen and stage have blazed from its continent- 
wide marquee—Gregory Peck, Irene Dunne, Herbert 
Marshall, Helen Hayes, Robert Young, Ida Lupino, 


Humphrey Bogart, Jean Arthur—are only a few. 


AMERICA’S NO. 1 NETWORK 
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How to dramatize America? Write the stories from the the sponsorship of a company that for many years has _ 
as | lives of the nation’s millions, great and small, who have produced “Better Things for Better Living . . . through I 
“ure \ contributed something of the essence that makes America Chemistry,” for evervone—the E. 1. duPont de Nemours ty 
mesg great: Cast the production with the finest talent available. & Company, Inc. Let the vast NBC audience listen. 4 
ont- Send the cavalcade of great dramas and great talent cara- The result: a dramatic experience bringing to millions | 
bert jf vanning to every part of the country via the powertul of Americans a renewed responsibility and an increased S| 
nO, facilities of the NBC Network. Put it in the parade of pride in playing their roles in the never-ending drama of : 
| the other great stars heard on NBC. Give the production the American story. 
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Radio's Hypochondria on Ratings, 
‘A Disease, Depresses Crossley 


Researcher Archibald M. Crossley, 
who hasn’t sounded off in months 
on the subject of radio ratings, 
broke out a new attack on “rating- 
itis as a malignant disease” in a 
talk before an American Marketing 





tate a long while before I signed a 
contract based on fluctuations in my 
ratings unless those fluctuations 
were going to be soundly evaluated. 
If I were an account man, I would 
not bear down too heavily on week- 
to-week ratings, because some day 


Quick, Watson, the Needle 


Timely coincidence with cur- 
rent N.Y. situation is program 
next Monaday (21) of “Caval- 
cade of America” (NBC), dis- 
cussing story of smallpox vac- 
cine. 

Program, skedded weeks ago 
for the series, discusses efforts of 
Dr. Benjamin Waterhouse to in- 
troduce the vaccine into America 
with iatter’s help. 

Title is “The Doctor and the 
President.” Douglas Fairbanks, 
r., will play the doctor. 
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Inside Stufl—Radio 
Phone strike is an ill wind that may blow some good the way of gabber. 
disk jockey Barry Gray. His new “What Can I Do For You”” daytime 


strip on WOR, N. Y., on which he chattered with listeners phonin 


barely launched when the strike was 


start anyway, so Gray pushed the phones 
Result is he has had an opportunity to convert the stint into 
Broadway column of the air which, if the 


he may have a chance to sell WOR 


way some observers see it, Gray's “answer man” 


called. 


strike lasts long enough, 
brass on 


an early fadeout, while his strike-borne chatter airing gives him a new 
lease on the WOR spot. . 





Assn. luncheon in New York Thurs- hit the in the Feaomgs A tous a “ee Samuel French is planning publication of script in pamphlet form for 
day (10). The radio industry has | vertiser. 1 would insist upon a com- WHN’ 4-W P 2 further college use. Hirst at present is scripting for “You Are An Artist” 
developed a hypochondria over | mon sense interpretation of ratings, $ ay op Singer Friday (18) by school’s dramatic society. Half-hour script runs 45 minutes 
ratings which could be cured, hej|and feed something antipyretic to ° ° ° on the stage, however. ; P 

declared, “if we get back to funda-| the fever-ridden account men suf- Rash With 60-Min. Spotting Still selling his one world theme via entertainment, actor-scripter Don 
mentals,” 


And “it’s high time,” he 


fering from ratingitis. If that didn’t 


WHN, N. Y. indie, is 


Hirst, whose “War Is the Enemy,” was first done on WEVD, N. Y., ang 


™ ; , : , mulling @/ more recently “on ABC’s World Security Workshop, will have the script 
said : ca do any good, I'd have a rating- full-hour, Monday - through - Friday | done as a stage presentation, without change, at Brooklyn College, N. + 

Altogether too much importance is | ©C™y- stanza with four topname pop . 
placed 


on 
and fall of program ratings, 
Crossley. “Why talent stands for this 
blind worship of ratings, I don't 
know. I suppose if you rate high 
you don't want to kick, and if you 
rate low you don't dare ... People 
gasp for ratings almost like a 
thirsty man in a desert, and when 
they get them, pretty often they 
gasp even worse. Is all this gasping 
worthwhile?” He thought not. 
was not for abandoning ratings, but 
he felt they could be: used a little 


the week-to-week rise | 
said ; 





He | 


Aside from the need for less daily 
concern over whether a program is 
“a Hooper-droop or a super-duper- 
Hooper,” what somebody must pro- 
vide and what advertisers have a 
right to expect is a great deal move 
comprehensive program of radio re- 
search, Crossley believed. “The first 
essential . . . is a true cross-section 
of individual men and women in the 
United States of all ages, locations 
and economic levels . .. The second 
essential is a sound approach to the 
research program in the light of 


singers, ecch to star separately in 
quarter-hour segments. 

Show is being prepped by WHN 
program manager Raymond Katz 
and will be slotted in a cream eve- 
ning period, possibly at 9 p.m. Joel 
Herron’s orch will back up the 
chirpers. 

Exact format is yet to be deter- 
mined, but it’s not unlikely that one 
emcee will work the four segments. 
Stress will be pop piping by the 
songsters, with a minimum of gab 
between numbers. 





tele program on WNBT, N. Y., sponsored by Gulf. 


Freda Kirchwey, editor of ihe Nation, claims Lou Frankel's column on 


William L. Shirer was not dropped 


because Frankel's point of view was 


favorable to CBS, but because fast-moving events voided the column's 
timeliness. Frankel’s piece was sharply critical of CBS at several crucial 
points, she says, although Frankel believed Shirer. wasn't gagged or cen. 
sored. Miss Kirchwey maintains that CBS did not intend to take Shirer 
off the air. “The dispute,” she says, “arose from his (Shirer) unwilling. 
ness—justified in my opinion—to accept an inferior spot, and their ex. 


planation of the change.” 








FCC Easing Out of Ironclad Rule 


cm eryeree 


cal ae 


ame dk 


more sensibly. . | real needs—not high-powered sales-| Station will offer the stanza to P 
“First of all,” he suggested, “if I | manship but help to the adver-| sponsors either in toto or by 15- e 
were a radio player, I would hesi- tiser. minute periods. f 
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There's a lot of truth to the statement that a radio station is no better 
than the people who man it and the policies that guide it. And WINS 
is no exception! With this in mind, initial steps toward improvement 


: ee ’ oF f 
have been made. Currently WINS personnel has been increased ,, Rausational — Bu rton Paula,| % ict S PLEReY 3 
21% while payroll’s up 60%, thus providing a more adequate size Script mete ag Raimi. . USINESS IN 
and quality of staff. Programming, too, has progressed. Approxi- Acting—Wallace House. | ° 


mately 48% of it-represents new and improved shows. Also, a 50kw 
transmitter is being installed. All efforts continue to improve WINS 
...to make it a better entertainment and information vehicle for 
listeners and an honest. resultful medium for advertisers. 


CROSLEY 


On Duplication 


Washington, April 15. 

The FCC has abandoned any plan 
to follow an ironclad rule in decid- 
ing how much duplication of cover- 
age areas will be permitted com- 
monly-owned standard broadcast, 
FM and television stations, it was 
announced last Friday (11). Com- 


mission said it will weigh each case 
on its merits but indicated that it 
was pretty unlikely any one outfit 
would get two stations in the same 
town. 


The FCC’s new statement of policy 
followed oral argument here in 
February, at which a majority of 
the FM and television industry 
recommended just this procedure. 
Commission’r abandonment of any 
attempt to set engineering limits on 
the amount of overlap between sta- 
tions under single ownership came 
as no surprise since FCC has been 
granting new AM and FM stations 
right and left regardless of engi- 
neering duplication. 

Commission said it would con- 
sider the following factors: (1) ex- 
tent of overlapping service area, 
(2) degree of common ownership or 
control, and (3) such things as loca- 
tion of centers of population, loca- 
tion of trade areas. metropolitan dis- 
tricts, political boundaries, news 
broadcasts, sources of programs and 
talent, nature of programs, cover- 
age claims, listening audience and 
ag of main and secondary stu- 

os. 


Just how liberal FCC's policy on 


NYU SUMMER WORKSHOP 
LINES UP GABBER LIST 


New York University’s 11th an- 
nual Radio Summer Workshop be- 
gins its regular six-week course 
June 30 with Robert J. Landry, CBS 
director of program writing, again 
in. charge. Faculty will include the 
following: 

Writing—Lawrence Menkin. 
lance. 





free- 


of Coverage Areas 


dual ownership in FM would be was 
evident in first batch of granis last 
week to 10 of some 6) companies 
which had been tied up by the mul- 
tiple-ownership rule. FCC, for ex- 
ample, okayed three FM stations te 
the Dairyland Broadcasting Service, 
in Stevens Pwint, Marshfield and 
Wisconsin Rapids, Wis.—two of the 
towns only 12 miles apart. 


Other FM grants went to KCKN, 
Kansas City, which holds an FM 
permit in nearby Topeka; Bingham- 
ton Press Co., with other grants in 
Elmira ang Rochester; Fort Indus- 
try Co., in Lima and Toledo: Valley 
Publishing Co. in Harlingen and 
Brownsville, Tex. In two cases, 
where same outfit was bidding for 
FM stations in Seattle and suburban 
Everett, Wash.; and in Pennsylvania, 
where J. Hale Steinman has bids on 
tap for York, Reading and Harris- 
burg. Commission set them all for 
hearing. 


Complicating factor for FCC is 
fact that most FM stations are now 
operating on low-power. Where 
there is considerable overlap now, 
situation is likely to be much worse 
when stations move up to top power 
latef on. 





Only WTAG covers 
Central New England. 





News, Publicity—Leon Goldstein. 
WMCA, N.Y. 


The gufest lecturers lined up will 
be topped for the fifth season by 
Frank Mullen, exec veepee of NBC. 
Others will include Davidson Taylor, 
CBS program veepee; Harry Acker- 
man, of Young & Rubicam: Arnold 
Hartley, of WOV. N. Y.. and a two- 










person symposium on radio acting 
by Joseph Julian and 
Lembcke. 


Arno Huth’s Bigtime Lineup 


Heavyweight lineup has been set 


for Arno Huth’s course on interna- | 


tional broadcasting at New School 
of Social Research. N. Y., with 


Walter S. Lemmon, prez of World | 


Connie | 


WEED & CO. National Representotives 





en 














Ww OR Wide Broadcasting Corp. which op | OLAN SOULE 

N €E Y K erates WRUL, Boston, speaking next | Starring in 
Tuesday (22) on international broad- | ”“ 
casting as a new force in education, | “GRAND MARQUEE 


BROADCASTING 


CORPORATION 





and Edward R. Murrow. CBS v.p., | 
on week following (29) to discuss 
new developments. | 


NBC—Coast te Coast 
Rayve Creme Shampoo 
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SPOT SALES 


DIVISION 


1 A network of 31 strategically located § Metropolitan markets from within—plus 


West Coast Stations. 
2, No other network gets better coverage! 

In eleven Metropolitan districts on 
the Pacific Coast are: 

70.5% of population 

72.6% of retail sales* e 

73.5% of radio homes 

77.6% of Effective Buying Income* 
ABC Pacific covers these and eight other 


surrounding outside markets. Total cover- 
age (primary areas): 
94.6% of Coast daytime listeners 
92.5% of nighttime listeners 


*Sales Management Survey of Buying Power, 
May 10, 1946 


One half hour evenings $972.00. 
Quarter-hour daytime strip (5 times 
per week) $280.00 (per broadcast). 











American Broadcasting Company 


NEW YORK CHICAGO 
33 West 42nd Street Civie Opera Building 





SAN FRANCISCO 
155 Montgomery Street 


1OS ANGELES DETROIT 
1440 Highland Avenue Stroh Building 
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CIRCLING THE KILOCYCLES 


Des Moines—-“Corn” reached an 
all-time high at the KRNT Radio 
theatre here Sunday night (6), 
when Spike Jones got himself an- 


other record for the season with the | 


4.200-seat auditorium packed to the | 
top of the crib at a $3.66 top for a | 


round $11,600 gross which equated 


| Maquoketa 


his “take” for the same show in the 
same house lest than two months | 
azo, 

Memphis—-Harry LeBrun, forme! 


southeastern station relations super- 
visor for the Mutual network, has 
been named station director and 
commercial manager of WMPS. His 
addition to the staff is part of the 
station’s preparations for boosting 
its power to 10,000 watts days, 5,000 
watts nights, and a switch in fre- 
quency to 680 kc, by summer. 





Raleigh — W. E. Williams, of 
Clarksville, Tenn., has been named 
manager of WFRC, Reidsville. 





Montreal—Thomas Archer, Ga- 
zette music crick, lined up by CBC 
to script new series “Canadian Per- 
spective,” to start about May 1. 
Beripts will be used by CBC’s In- 


ternational Service and aim is to | hounds will be related. 


m ~~ 





ment from colony to world power | 
illustrated by folksongs sung by 
Canucks, 

Des Moines—lIowa’s first FM state | 
police station may be ready to start 
operation this month if the work on 
the station and 325-foot tower near 
can be completed as 
planned. Work is under supervision 
of Don T. Moermond, of Storm Lake, 
will be in charge of the station 
after its completion. 





who 


Pittsburgh—Lee Phillips has 


signed from WCAE announcing staff | 


to become program director of 
WTAX, Springfield, Ill, which was 
recently purchased by Oliver J. 
Keller, former. editor of Post- 


| Gazette here. Phillips is being re- 
‘placed by Jack Beattie, ex-WCAE 
; spieler, rejoining the station with 


his transfer from Univ. of Illinois 
to Univ. of Pittsburgh. 


Newark, N. J—Bloodhound Club of 
America is cooperating with WAAT, 
Newark, in a special broadcast of 
that station’s “Coffee Club” today 
(Wed.) in which yarns about blood- 
James Og- 


tell the story of Canada’s develop- ! den is club’s prexy. 





, 











Daytime Radio's 
Newest HIT Show 


(A Buy to Sell the Women) 





Willie Bryant, hottest MC in 
radio, pilots HHC—“‘Harlem 
Hospitality Club”— gives it 
freshness and great appeal. 





t 











Top vocalistslike Lee Richard- 
son guest on show bringing 
smart musical interludes to 
gay audience participation. 





Actress Butterfly McQueen, known to movie fans, is an HHC 
comedy highspot; Maceo Birch, “secretary” of make-believe 
Club-on-the-air, adds own brand of drollery. Variety says pro- 
gram has “uninhibited quality rare on the air,” rates it high. 





Loumel Morgan instrumental and vocal trio is another musi- 
cal bright spot in Harlem Hospitality Club. This galaxy, plus 
gay studio audience and new twist in ‘‘part icipation”’ shows, 
results in 30-min. of wonderful setting for sales story. 





HARLEM HOSPITALITY CLUB is heard on Mutua! 
Monday thru Friday, 2:30 p.m. Catch this show: 
ask us for mail-pull story. There’s something here. 


Mutual Broadcasting System 


WORLD'S LARGEST NETWORK 


re- | 


WHB Takes Rain Check 
On 25th Anni Hoopla 


Kansas City, April 15. 

WHB, pioneer broadcasting outfit 
here, is observing its 25th anni this 
month with emphasis on the soft 
pedal. Reason for the quietus is 
that WHB expects soon to have full 
time broadeasting, and is saving up 
for a real hullabaloo this summer 
when its new transmitter is put to 
|work on nighttime broadcasts. 


to bid on the WOKO, Albany, cha 























FCC All-Comers Bid Buzzes 


Reasons for FCC’s unusual procedure of giving all comers a chance 


here. One report {. that Commission may be using this technique to 
let the Gannett Publishing Co.'s subsidiary, the Press Co., file for 
WOKO's facilities. As it now stands, the Press Co. holds 25% of 
WOKO and is one of the “innocent parties” which got the axe along 
with those who encouraged the stock concealment. 
application pending to take over control of WABY, Albany, and to 
drop all its stock in WOKO. However, the Gannett subsidiary has 
already indicated it would prefer chip-heavy WOKO and intends to 


Washington, April 15. 


nnel has industry circles buzzing 


Press Co. has 


Reason for the denial was that multiple press-radio holdings 


Question radio men are asking is, does Gannett’s minority 


| One observance devoied to the compete for the wavelength. 
lanni is the April issue of Swing, | Complication arises in fact that Gannett, who owns several other 
station’s monthly digest-size maga- radio stations (WHEC, Rochester; WENA, Elmira; part of WHTH, Hart- 
ine i ford. etc.). and a chain of newspapers, was denied a standard broad- 
| east franchise in Binghamton, recently in favor of a newcomer to 
‘ radio. 

‘ i of the Gannett empire tended toward “monopoly in mass communi- 

Get On Air cation.” | 
slice in WOKO give him an equity on the channel in FCC's eyes? 
ae Continued from page 26 Goa They point out that if usual FCC standards are invoked, a small, local 
the answer to nationwide FM net- company with no interests outside radio would be preferred over the 


work. publisher. 
| 


| Morris Novik, formerly director of 
| WNYC and now radio consultant, 
| threw a bombshell into the closing 
hour session with a frank and real- 
istic appraisal of the situation facing 
FM. He disagreed with Sanger’s 
“separation” of the audience into 
AM and FM listeners and also “du- 
plication,” as a, quick and easy solu- 


company held by Si Fabian, owner 


able. 
issue. 


channel was vacated. For instance 


wavelength. 


WOKO 


Continued from page 24 





be adequately staffed and everyone 
paid “including talent.” He warned | 
the use of amateurs can be finan- | 
cially disastrous, Time has passed | 
when musicians and others can be 
paid in publicity. He said no local | 
approach to AFRA or AFM has ever ; 
failed. “You'll get to first base, if perpetrated over a 12-year period 
not home.” Novik underlined that |With the knowledge of WOKO sta- 
AM radio, once a “gamble,” is now |t#om manager Harold Smith. — 

a “highly profitable business.” Gam- | In a last effort to keep its license, 
ble was in FM, which had newer |the “innocent stockholder,’ in 
blood to replace the older. It might |WOKO recently asked FCC for the 
be advisable after 10 years for radio jright to continue on the air “under 
to “retire and let the kid brother | 2¢W management.” They bought out 
take over.” Novik strongly ap- | Pickard’s stock for a top price of 
plauded and congratulated Fritz |$108,000 and proposed to relieve 
Updike of the Rome Sentinel and | Harold Smith of stock-voting privil- 
predicted “neophytes from news- |@8@s and active participation in sta- 
paper business would contribute to | tion affairs. The FCC majority con- 
FM radio,” beeause of their expert | cluded, however, that “WOKO is not 
knowledge. qualified to receive a renewal of 


| Blue-Booked 


The.FCC said “dictates of fairness” 
Continued from page 25 gaa 





















|should give other bidders a chance 
to file for WOKO’s channel in com- 
| petition with Van Curler. So long 
as litigation was pending, Commis- 
ision said, uncertainties as to whether 
jor not WOKO’s slot would be open 
imay “have deterred other persons” 
from applying. 

Durr argued, however, that FCC 
entered its final decision yanking 
WOKO’s litense over two years ago 
and everybody has had ample time 
to file for the frequency. Van Curler 
was the only applicant who actually 
pursued the advantage and should 
get the station, he said. 

FCC Commissioner E. K. Jett, in 
|@ concurring opinion that is actually 
a dissent, urged a second chance for 
the “innocent parties” in WOKO. Jett 
| pointed o i Hy 
the people all the time” and felt that \nieguately to gamh noted ex caer 
“advertisers move in that direction | and applicants that leniency in deal- 
predominantly.” People ‘need to be | ing with false statements and con- 
offended sometimes” for their own |cealments of fact can no longer be 
good, he declared, but sponsors shy |expected from the Commission, and 
from topics that need to be discussed.| would at the same time preserve 

Hogan believed the answer to |ftom destruction the interests of the 
rbetter radio lies in a properly bal- |/"nocent parties and of the listeners 
anced “blend of entertainment, edu- Who now receive WOKO’s service.” 
cation and selling.” No station can |Jett, whose point was well received 
survive if it gets too lopsided in any ,>Y industry men here, said he agreed 
»! these factors, he said. | that FCC should not condone mis- 

| Tepresentations. He pointed to a 
dozen cases where similar or greater 
| offenses have been committed and 
jlicenses have been renewed without 
| question. 

Jett also pointed to the “highly 
offsetting the recent $8,000,000 wave |S4Usfactory” program service rend- 














weren't required to renew their 
licenses every two years. He saw 
no grounds for uneasiness expressed 
by’ Durr and Williams regarding the 
influence of advertisers on broad- 
casting, declaring he had “never 
known a case where an advertiser 
had complete domination over a 
broadcaster.” 

Wiliams while preferring the 
U. S. way to BBC, felt that broad- 
casters are inclined “to go back to 
the advertisers rather than the 
listeners” for guidance in program- 
ming. while Durr saw a danger in 
“too much emphasis on pleasing all 








CBS New Biz 


Continued from page 23 





of tour-network cancellations. pee by WOKO and the mild 
Here's how it would resolve itself: page ty pee gr «rage Court opin- 
Campbell Soup has put im an order |...» APE gee bot Was a “hard 

for the two quarter-hour cross-the- ne 6 es ee uded: Certainly, 

the public interest of listeners in the 


board periods from 7:30 to 8, with 





Another revort is that FCC refused to hand over the WOKO channel 
to the Van Curler Broadcasting Corp. (which bid for it a year ago 
and even went through hearing) because of the sizable interest in the 


of a powerful string of pix houses 


in upstate New York. Idea here is that FCC likes “diversity in media 
of mass communication” and thinks another bidder might be prefer- 
The Press Co., of course, has same drawbaek on the “monopoly” 


Normally, FCC hasn't held the door open to all comers when a 


. many applicants seek a channel 


tion to FM problems. He insisted contingent on another broadcaster's moving off it or shifting studios 
“no one had an answer in radio; to another town. In no case has Commission insisted that every- 
there was no one answer. bedy should have a chance at the vacated glot. All of which leads to 

Novik insisted FM stations will the belief there are special reasons for FCC’s treatment of the WOKO 








Making the best 
even 
better! 


NOW — 
along with 
“The Texas Rangers” 


A sure-fire give-away or 
self-liquidating offer! At- 
tractive ty of Original 
Songs The Texas Rangers 
Sing and scrap-book album. 
Provided sponsors of “The 
Texas Rangers” at cost! 


Write for full details. 


The Texas Rangers 


AN ARTHUR B. CHURCH 
PRODUCTION 
PICKWICK HOTEL, KANSAS CITY 6, mo. 


wl 








Albany area does not require the 
deletion of WOKO the only 
| proper basis for denial of WOKO’s 
license would be our conviction that 
there is no other way to insure the 
jintegrity of the reports which we 
| receive from applicants and licensees. 
I believe there may be another ef- 
i\fective means of accomplishing this 
at this particular time.” 


P & G, which now occupies the 7 to 
7:30 slots, also acquiring the 6:45 to 
7 time. Bob Trout now fills the 6:45-7 
period for the soup company with 
news program and he'll be 
moved into the 7:45 to 8 slot. Client 
is still shopping around for a show 
to put into the 7:30 to 7:45 niche. It 
wants a musical stanza, with Bob 
Crosby reported far out in front as 
the candidate. 

Lowell Thomas would move into} Lewisvilie—Ted Grizzard, former 
the 6:45 slot being vacated by Trout. | WHAS “Man on Street,” is back in 
That’s the same quarter-hour seg- | the Bluegrass state as manager of 
ment he currently occupies on NBC. | WKLX, Lexington. Left WHAS 
‘(P & G wanted Thomas to go on | several months ago to do audience 


his 


P & G will put a new program in | also ex-WHAS, is Grizzard’s assist- 
at 7, with Jack Smith staying put|ant. Dewey Long, who has been 
at 7:15. ) manager of the station, has left. 





CBS at 7. but network nixed deal |show on NBC, Chicago. Then 
because of Trout’s 6:45 broadcast,| trekked to California on a new 
refusing to permit back-to-back | show which didn’t jell, so he’s now 
news programming.) | back on home soil. Phil Sutterfield. | 


—————— 
SINGING COWBOY 
WANTED 


For records, radio, persone! : 
peerances. Send photographs. . 
licity, etc., to: 

CAVANAUGH & MARTIN 
1528 Walnut St., Phile. 2, Pa. 











————e 


— —<<< 





WANTED 


1 room or larger apt.; preferably 
furnished; east side above 50th oF 
Village near Wash. Sq.; sublet OK. 


Call Walter Gorman, PL3-0700 
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FCC Sets WJBK 
Open Hearings 


Washington, April 15. 

Invoking its unofficial sanction 
against more than six stations to a 
customer. FCC last Friday (11) 
called for public hearing on the pro- 
posed sale of foreign-language wat- 
ter WJBK, Detroit, to Commander 
George Storer’s Fort Industry Co.— 
already outright owner of six AM 
stations’ with minority interests in 
two other outlets. 


FCC consolidated in the same 


hearing proposed sale of Ft. Indus- | 


try-owned stations WHIZ and 
WHIZ-FM, Zanesville, O., to the 
Southeastern Ohio Broadcasting Co 
Ft. Industry, knowing FCC’s un- 
official ceiling of six stations to a 
customer, had agreed to unload one 
of its present holdings if the Com- 
mission would okay its purchase of 


WJBK. This would leave the com- | 
no more than six | 


pany still with 
wholly-owned stations. 

With this understanding, FCC duo 
of Charles R. Denny and E. K. Jett 
voted to okay the purchase of 
WJBK, but a majority of FCC’ers 
held out for consolidated hearing on 
both transactions. 

One of FCC’s worries is price of 


$698,285 being paid for WJBK. This | 


is highest price ever paid for a 250- 
watter and represents a_ stripped 
price of $550,000—exclusive of sta- 
tion’s cash on hand. Nearest sales 
ticket was $500,000 paid by Eugene 
Meyer’s Washington Post for local- 
watter WINX, Washington, in 1944. 

Commission is also concerned that 
Ft. Industry is proposing to sell its 
Zanesville station to group which 
publishes one of two local news- 
papers. Right now, WHIZ is only 
local station on the air in Zanesville. 





Clients Explore ‘Exploring’ 

Although Mutual’s “Exploring the 
Unknown” loses its sponsor, Revere 
Copper & Brass, June 8, indications 
are that the show will continue. 

NBC is reportedly trying to clear 
the right time for an auto firm in 
terested in the program, and an in- 
surance outfit is understood to be 
considering “Unknown” for a CBS 


slot if suitable time can be found. 


WCAU Series Windup 
To Honor Henderson 
And Jersey Hometown 


Philadelphia, April 15. 
WCAU is putting a novel twist 
into windup of two public service 
shows next week. Shows—“Looking 
Ahead” and “Career Forum’—have 
been credited with building up an 
enormous amount of goodwill for 





towns surrounding Philly. 

On Sunday (20) Millville, N. J., 
South Jersey manufacturing center, 
is featured on the final 
the “Looking Ahead” series, which 
dramatized the history, background, 
present and 
the area. 
hired a blimp which will 
over Millville, while the head of the 
city’s planning division gives a word 


picture of what Millville will be like | 


| in the future. 


ville’s No, 1 citizen, Leon Henderson, 


will be the guest of WCAU’s “Career | 


Forum,” which has brought leaders 
in all fields of endeavor to the mike 
to answer questions of school kids 
on vocations and career. Hender- 
'son, as a leading economist, will 
seek to give the answer to what the 
U. S. faces economically. 

For this show, WCAU is virtually 
transporting the town of Millville 
| to Philly for a “homecoming day” to 
| Henderson. 





Johnson Drops Stars 


Hollywood, April 15. 
All that is star material doesn’t 
glisten as far as Mutual bigges are 
concerned. So, starting April 21, 


guest stars will be dropped from 
Erskine Johnson’s Hollywood air 
show. 


Johnson had a long-distance tele- 
phone conference (pre-strike, that 
is) with the eastern brass last week 
which resulted‘in the decision. While 
the Coast rating for the show illus- 
trated a good appreciation of the 
star-studding, the rating in the east, 
according to the brass, was less 
| gratifying. 
| To please a greater segment John- 
| Son will now become “more contro- 
| versial” and dust off the stardust. 





| the station, especially in the small | 


show of| 


future of the towns in|! 
For this show, WCAU has} 


circle | 


On following Thursday (24), Mill- | 


FCC to Wait 


Washington, April 15. 

FCC announced today that as 
a result of the new FM alloca- 
tion plan, it will defer decision 
of FM applicants for several 
major cities. FCC explained that 
the proposed changes, if and 
when they are finally adopted, 
will increase the number of 
metropolitan-type channels in 





Akron, Dayton, Springfield. In- 
dianapolis, Providence, Atlanta, 
and San 


| Mansfield, Baltimore 
| Diego. 
It was explained that for all 


these cities, except for Cleve- 
land-Akron and Baltimore, the 
new FM _ blueprint provides 


enough channels to take care of 
all the qualified applicants. In 
Baltimore and Cleveland-Akron, 
one more channel is made avail- 
able 

The new FM allocation, FCC 
said, will not give additional 
channels to Boston, Bridgeport, 
Philadelphia or Los Angeles. 
Therefore decisions in these cit- 
ies will not be affected by the 
new plan. 








‘Kate Smith’s 600 Sponsors 
On Burlington (N.C.) Outlet 


i Burlington, N. C. 

| When “Kate Smith Speaks” pre- 
‘ems June 23 on the Mutual network 
las a noonday, cooperatively spon- 
| sored offering, the program will 
|have 600 sponsors on WBBB, local 
| MBS outlet. 

Unusual situation—believed unique 


| 


jin the country—grew out of bidding 


by several retail merchants to buy | 


|the show locally when it was offered 
for co-op sale recently. E. Z. Jones, 
g.m. of WBBB, solved the problem 
with a Solomon decision: let the 
| Burlington Merchants’ Association 
sponsor the program and give all of 
ithe 600 local businesses in BMA a 
|share in the show. 

| Deal was set and promotion is in 
ithe works for the 600 “sponsors” to 
| plug the show with window displays, 
124 sheet posters, letter enclosures 
| and pictures of Kate Smith in in- 
|dividual merchants’ newspaper ads. 
|A “Kate Smith Day” also is contem- 
' plated. 


Bros 





Washington, April 15. 


, Stations in the same town 
operate further apart on the radio 


dial, as the result of a proposed 


FCC reallocation of FM channels 
|} announced last Thursday (10). 
Acting on the recommendation of 
the FM Assn., FCC proposed to spot 


a metropolitan-type FM station at 


every fourth channel in the same 

town rather tnan on alternate 

channels as originally planned 
The new allocation plan, FCC ex- 


‘St. Louis Beer Rivalry 
‘Cues ‘Dizzy’s’ Revamped 


‘Home & Away Browns Sked 


St. Louis, April 15. 

Rivalry between the Griesedieck 
Brewing Co. and the Falstaff 
Brewing Corp., buyers.of more 
time for sportscasts than any 
firms in the west, reached a 
high last week when the latter suds 
maker announced that Jerome 
“Dizzy” Dean, former star hurler for 


radio 
other 
new 


same but FM)! 


FCC's New FM Allocations to Cut 


Interference on Present Channels 


plained, is proposed to cut down 


| The number of FM channels avail-| present and anticipated interference 
‘able for use throughout the country | 
the following cities: Cleveland- * would remain the 


between FM stations under the 
existing channel separation. Trouble 
was that only the most expensive 


would |FM receivers were able to sift out 


so-called “drift” interference from 
FM transmitters operating on al- 
ternate channels in the same com- 
munity. 

Public hearing on the proposal, 
along with new standards, is set for 
May 8-9 in Washington. The in- 
| dustry is expected to go along with 
the proposal existing FM 
broadcasters and first 
brought the interference problem to 
the government’s attention 

FCC explained that only 50 of the 
200 FM stations on the air: have 
completed full antenna construction. 
In most cases, therefore,,. FM broad- 
casters will have only the expense 


since 


engineers 


of returning or readjusting their 
antennas. Expense will be limited 
usually to that required for trans- 
mitter crystals and recalibration of 
| frequency monitors. One FCC 
spokesman said the changes would 


cost $100 in most cases 

Some fancy juggling was necessary 
to fit in the same number of FM 
slots in prize. markets like New York, 


| Chicago, Boston, etc., it was reported. 


the St. Louis Cardinals, and Johnny | 


O’Hara, staff gabber at KWK, will 
|\travel throughout the season with 
ithe St. Louis Browns and broadcast 
jevery game, both at home and 
| abroad. 


This is a new departure in local 


ithe FM 


| radio broadcasting, as until Falstaff | 


made its announcement road games 
| of the two local major league teams 
were broadcast on ticker descrip- 
tion. Several months ago Oscar 
Zahner, v.p. of Ruthrauff & Ryan, 
stole a march on his rivals by tying 


fup the Cardinals to an exclusive 
;contract with Harry Caray and 
|Charles “Gabby” Street to do the 


play-by-play. Zahner has a Missouri- 
| Illinois web of eight stations to car- 
\ry the b.b. stuff. That froze 
| Browns out of the picture until Fal- 


| 


the | ever, 


Commission’s new plan also con- 
templates interspersing Class B 
(metropolitan) and Class A (com- 


munity) channels, rather than lump- 
ing all Class A slots at the top of 
spectrum as is now the 
case. It calls for minimum sepa- 
ration of 400 kc between Class A 
and Class B stations operating in 
certain adjacent communities. 

At the same time, the new alloca- 
tion allots FM channels to a few 
towns which were overlooked in the 
original blueprint. In a few in- 
stances, additional channels may be 
made available in the non-congested 
areas. 

The FCC’s plan to reserve some 
FM channels in both categories for 
| use after July 1, 47 still holds. How- 
Class A channels to be re- 
| served are now in the 224, 240, 272 


\staff made arrangements with WIL | and 288 slots instead of those origi- 


'to carry the Browns’ games. 


| nally tabbed for latecomers. 
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in New York.* 


* according to the Nielsen Radio Index Area Reports 


for the 78 county, 4-state New York area. 


wor attracted 


more homes with radios from 8:00 AM to 12:00, Midnight, 
Sunday, during the average quarter-hour in October, 1945, 


through December, 1946, than any other major station 
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~- that power-full station 
at 1440 Broadway, in New York 
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Du Mont Suffers $1,472,270 Net Loss 
In 1946; Outlook Brighter This Year 


DuMont Labs operated at a net{orders for transmitting equipment 


loss of $1,472,270 for the fiscal year 


ending Dec. 29, 1946, with most of | 


the loss incurred in the cost of 
sales for tele products, according 
to the company’s annual report! 


issued this week to stockholders. Net 
loss for the company before the re- 
fund of income and Federal taxes 
totaled $2,293,702. 

Although no further breakdown. of 
the cost of sales item was listed, 
prexy Dr. Allen B. DuMont indicated 
in his report that most of the money 


went inte product-designing, en- 
gineering and testing equipment, 
since tele products are something 
entirely new. He peinted out the 


production delays caused by strikes 
and a shortage ef material, but pre- 
dicted a much better return in 1947. 
During the entire preceding year. 
shipments of tele products totaled 
only $562,101, whereas DuMont has 
already shipped $1,008,000 worth in 
the first 10 weeks of 1947. 
Statement furnished no figures on 
the number of tele receiving sets 
produced by the company to date 
but stated that on March 10, DuMont 
had total back orders of more than 
$3,000,000 worth of sets at retail 
rices. DuMont has developed a 
fine of lower priced sets than the 
present series, lowest of which re- 
tails at $795, and these will prob- 
ably go on sale in the fall. Total 


=— 








“HIRES TO YA'™ 
FOR SECOND YEAR 
CBS, COAST-TO-COAST 











CBS JUST ‘PADDLING 
BLACK-WHITE CANOE’ 


CBS television, which has con- 
fined its activities to black and 
white programming exclusively since 
the FCC nixed its color video bid, 





presently amount to $479,440. 
Pointing up the obstacles faced 
by all tele broadcasters at this time, 
DuMont declared that the “indus- 
try’s delays in producing receivers | 
restricted the television audience | 
and the broadcast rates for adver- | 


tising,” which resulted _ in less | 
revenue than anticipated, Company | 
spent $704,051 to operate its N. Y.| 


station WABD and Washingt@n sta-| 
tion WTTG after deducting the 
total income from advertisers of | 
$71,184. “Net cost of operating our 
television transmitting stations in 
1947 will be considerably lower than 
in 1946, due to the steadily increas- 
ing audience and the economic level 
of current operations,” he said. 
As for the current FCC ruling} 
against licensing further 
either to DuMont or Paramount | 
until the companies dissolve fair 
common stock holdings, the Du-| 
Mont prexy reiterated that Par and | 


DuMont are “not under common 
control within the meaning of the} 
Commission's rules.” Only tiein, he 
declared, was in Par’s holding all 
the Class B common stock, which | 
gives the film company the right 
to elect three of DuMont’s eight | 


directors, but Par is “unable de- | 
cisively to influence the policies of | 
DuMont.” He added that “there are} 


stations | | 


will continue on that course for the 
present, according to CBS prexy 
Frank Stanton. Web chiefs are still 
studying the situation but, Stanton 
said, will probably have no an- | 
nouncement to make in the immedi- 

ate future. 





CBS prexy denied any decision on 
the question was awaiting the next 
meet of the web’s directorate, sched- 
uled for May, declaring the problem 
was not up to the board to decide. 
CBS, meanwhile, will “continue to 
paddle our black and white canoe,” 
Stanton declared. 














Tele Fashions 


Continued from page 1 


ily and I enjoyed your program very 
much. Your hats and dresses were | 
truly beautiful and we shall stop in 
soon at your shop to see more of 
them.” 
“Your program 
| Pew 
... 1 shall have to come in and get 


Another viewer declared, 


was very interest- 


the hats were very lovely | 


one.” 
Males Also Susceptible 
Male viewers also go for tele 
fashion’ shows, according to the re- 


no contracts or other arrangements} sponses, although, as one card put | 
or understandings between Para-| it, “they were more interested in 
mount and DuMont with respect! the pretty models.” Proof that male 
to any matter whatsoever and none| interest also pays off, however, is 
are contemplated.” | contained in the fact that an en-} 
| Despite the company’s operating} gaged man purchased from Miss | 


| 


| 


loss for the year, the whole tenor 


, ° . } 
|of DuMont’s message is considered 
| optimistic 


the future, 
laid on the 


with | 
im- 


for 


special emphasis 


| petus that will be given to tele now | 
| that the FCC has denied the CBS) 
| bid for color 


video. 


Kraft To Make 





| Dramatic Bow! 


Kraft Foods, for years one of the 
top radio bankrollers,, is scheduled 
to enter television for the first time 
May 7. Company has signed a year’s 
| contract with NBC television for 
ithe 7:30-8:30 slot on Wednesday 
| nights. J. Walter Thompson is the 
agency. 

Shows will consist exclusively, at 
least in the beginning, of full-hour 


| show in answering Miss Reichman’s 





dramatic programs, with special em- 
phasis to be placed on adaptations 
of Broadway hit productions. 
“Double Door,” three-acter penned 
by E. C. Potter and George Haight, 
which had a lengthy run on Broad- 





way in 1933, is slated as the first 
production, Cast has not yet been 
| set. 


Second show, on May 14, will be 
i\“Merton of the Movies,” starring 
Eddie Mayehoff, late of the Stand- 
ard Brands’ “Hour Glass” tele show. 
|} Fact that Metro is releasing a new 
“Merton” this year starring Red 
Skelton and yet has cleared the 
script for video indicates a growing 
willingness to cooperate with the 
|new medium on the part of the film 
industry. 
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RADIO 
STATION 
REPRESENTATIVES 


NEW YORK-BOSTON-CHICAGO-DETROIT-SAN FRANCISCO-ATLANTA-HOLLYWOOD | been granted by the FCC. 


N TARGET 


Every team has its stars, but even all-star 
teams nced coordination te succeed. The 
teemwerk of Weed and Cempany gives 
each ef its men full benefit ef the know- 
ledge end experience of this highly co- 
erdinated organization. 


Reichman a three-way bridal hat for | 
his fiancee that he claimed he had 
seen featured in the tele show. 


Ben Reig, designer of “Omar 
Kiam” gowns and dresses, also | 
found that having his products | 


plugged via video pays off. Accord- | 
ing to Reig, at least 20 sales within 
the week following the show were 
traceable directly to tele. “Tele- 
vision represents undoubtedly the 
best direct form of fashion advertis- 
ing,” Reig said, “because even | 
though the audience is presently 
limited, no fashion salon can hold so 
large an audience as watches a tele- 
vision show.” 


Despite the fact that viewers re- 
ferred to the programs as “your” 


cards, the entire series to date on 
WCBS-TV has been sustaining, with 
the milliners involved merely lend- 
ing their merchandise to add atmo- 
sphere, getting paid off by having 
the commentator tell where the 
gowns can be bought, Idea was the 
brainchild of CBS television's pro- 
duction triumvirate, composed of | 
director Paul Belanger, set designer 
Jim MeNaughton and cameraman 
Howard Hayes. Trio struck upon 
the idea of integrating fashion 
modeling into their programs while 
trying to develop a suitable form of | 
variety programming for video. 
Since then, CBS staffer Lucille 
Hudelburg has been assigned to line 
up designers for the shows. 
According to Belanger, 
were incorporated 
shows in the series, titled “Saturday 
Night Review,” without the realiza- 
tion that they would “become as im- | 
portant as they now are.” It was | 
not until the third show that the | 
CBS staffers struck upon the pay | 
dirt idea—integration of the fashions | 
into the script. This was done by | 
inventing “camera business” for the 
models to go through, instead of | 
having them just parade around and | 
show off the garments. As Belanger | 
puts it, “Somehow, with carefully | 
planned camera examination of the | 
clothes while the ‘business’ was be- 
ing performed, we achieved a true 
television fashion feeling.” 
Since then, the group has plugged 
Winston jewelry in a show, with 
models demonsirating diamonds ac- 
tually valued at $3,000,000, plus 
clothes of several other designers. 
Secret behind the success of the 
shows, according to Belanger, is to 
integrate the script, camera work. | 
sets, choreography and action di- 
rectly with the fashions displayed. 


Stowman WFIL Director 
Philadelphia, April 15. 
Kenneth W. Stowman, assistant tc 
Roger W. Clipp. general manager of 
WFIL, has been named director of 
television for the station. 


fashions 
into the early 











WEED 


aAnND COMPANY 


Stowman, a vet of 20 years in 
| Philadelphia radio, will concentrate 


| strations yet staged of television's 


| Schacht during the simulated attack, 


Wednesday, April 16, 1947 _ 
"Television Reviews ¢/Pr0-Tem Truce 
Sm a a I é ’ " 
Video’s Educ’! Impact n Jury Tiff 
Pointed Up Anew As |, bert wets tovat, petvoen NBG 


WNBT Goes Under Water 22 22°°%, over, Whether, am agency 


Marking what was undoubtedly 
one of the most remarkable demon- 








television show during its actual aire 
ing subsided into a minor rumble 
this week as the agency decided to 
;continue staging “Juvenile Jury,” at 





potentialities, NBC television T@- | least for the time being, over WBNT 
vealed new and hitherto unpredicted | nBC’s N.Y. tele outlet. B&B offi. 
uses for video in naval warfare last) cials are reportedly till plenty 


Thursday (10) night in the first tele-| peeved over the NBC regulation 
cast from a submerged submarine. | however; co that the argument might 


Even more important than the naval Stag into the open again at any 
> . ime, 

factors involved, though, the telecast 4 

pointed up video’s value as a means Consensus among other agency 


ichiefs who've had experience with 
tele is that NBC might have more of 
| a point in the argument than B&B. 

Reason for B&B's decision to con- 


of education. 
Viewers were let in on the actual 


working conditions inside a_ sub, 


| getting a ringside view directly over itinue with NBC is believed to lie in 


the crew’s shoulders as the craft sub- | the feeling of General Foods, which 
merged and went through a simu- |5P0nsors the telecast, that the prob- 
lated torpedo attack before surfac- jlem is confined to the web and the 


: ; ; lagency. G-F, therefore, will not in- 
ing. With three image orthicon |,,., bah 4 

cameras inside the USS Trumpet- oe ot he saving gn A 
fish and another on the dock beside |B&B to work things out as best it 
it at Brooklyn Navy Yard, N. Y., |°#"- 

producer Noel Jordan handled the B&B chiefs were far more pleased 
show expertly, with interest sus-|with the second stanza of 


; y “Jury,” 
ye _ a — pitch for the ge staged last Thursday (10) night, than 
‘ nutes 1e rogram was on 1e = — . . 

air. Signal for fhe tele pictures Was | with the Srst, declaring NBC staffers 
transmitted from the submerged sub |®@d shown more willingness to co- 
via coaxial cable strung through the | operate with the agency producers— 
spare periscope to a mobile unit on | but still under the existing rule. 








the dock and from there by micro- enemies ————e 
wave transmission to the WNBT 

transmitter. 

Show opened with Rear Adm 


James Fife, Jr., whose appointment 
as sub commander for the Atlantic 
Fleet was announced during the 
telecast, speaking from the WNBT 
studio on the 47th anni of the Navy’s 
first purchase of a sub. Terming the 
implications of the show “tremen- 
dous,” Adm. Fife declared that ‘“vis- 
ual communication between subma- 
rines in enemy harbors and bombers 
attacking those harbors,” as well as 
target data transmitted from one 
submerged sub to another without 
either submerging. were demon- 
strated by the telecast. Jordan then 
cut over to the Navy Yard for the 
viewers’ actual tour of duty inside 
the sub. 

With NBC announcers Bob Stan- 
ton and Ray Forrest handling the 
interviews, the audience was intro- 
duced to crew members who told 
about their work and demonstrated 
the living and eating conditions in- 
side the craft. As Commander Ken- 
neth G. Schacht ordered the sub to 
go under, Jordan cut to a camera 
placed directly. behind the sailor ~ “ 
handling the air control, with all 
gadgets and the numerous dials per- 
fectly visible, At 58 feet, Stanton 
took. over to interview Commander 














with the only thing missing being a 
view through the skipper’'s peri- | 
scope. 

Despite the very close confines of | 
the sub, the cameras presented prob- 
ably as much as possible of the boat's 
workings. Jordan spent more than 
a week at the sub’s home base in 
New London, Conn., before the show, 
supervising the installation of tracks 
throughout the corridors of the 











Mgt. LOU CLAYTON 
UNITED REXALL DRUG CO 


Trumpetfish on which the cameras Friday—CBS-—-9:30 p.m., EST 
could dolly back and forth and swing M-G-M—“This Time _ for Keeps” 
from one room to another. Informal- It Happened in Brookly” 








ity of the affair, traceable mostly to 
the wey Stanton and Forrest con- 
ducted the interviews, added con- 
siderably to its appeal. 
Every once in a while television 
will come up with a show like this 
one to revive interest and enthusi- | 
asm in even the most jaded of video's 
constant viewers. It’s to be hoped 
that more of similar calibre will 
follow. Stal 
————— 
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Box 48, 1474 Broadway, New York 18 























1847 


UTAW’S CENTENNIAL 19 47 


Around the Clock... Around the Year... 


KDYL 


is the POPULAR station 


TO WOOPER SURVEYS 





|} entirely on the construction and in- 
, auguration of the tele station for 
which a cons..tction permit 





has 
i 





or network producer is to handle a 
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T-Day Brings 200,000 D.C.ers First 


Video Sight: RCA, US. Tele Show Sets 


Washington, 

T-Day came to Washington with a | 
pang yesterday (14) when approxi- 
mately 500 RCA table-model tele- 
vision sets and an 
number of giant-size U. S. Television 
receivers for taverns, nightclubs and 


undetermined 


home use made their first 
ance in dealers’ show windows. RCA 
distributor, 


Ine.. estimated 


appear- 


Southern Wholesalers, 


200,000 
jans got their first view of television 
in action at over 65 dealers’ outlets 
in a single day. 

T-Day is actually being expanded 
into an entire T-week with more 
than 30 hours of television pro- 
gramming—a new high for the capi- 
tal—skedded on Dumont's 


Washington- 


April 15. * 
| 


WTTG. | 


Dumont, with help of NBC network | 


shows out of New York and plenty 


of talent contributed by the Evening | 
| all fields interested in the growth of 


Star station WMAL, also a tele per- 
mittee here, will program from 1:30 
to 3:30 p.m. in addition to its regular 
evening schedules. (NBC hopes to be 
on the air with video next month 
and WMAL is planning a fall debut. 

T-Week got its program start with 
telecast of the opening ball game yes- 
terday between the Washington Sen- 
ators and the New York Yankees. 
Game, called early by rain, was 
sponsored on WTTG by RCA-Victor. 
The Evening Star's drama critic Jay 
Carmody and cartoonist Dick Mans- 
field are also skedded on other after- 
noon shows this week. 

Biggest volume of 
were the $250 
table models. 
RCA $375 table model, 
view screen, were available. Both | 

rices are exclusive of tax and a 
45-$55 
icing fee. 

On the other end of the price lad- 
der, U. &S. Television shipped down 
geveral demonstration units of its 


sets received 
smali-screen RCA 





Smalier number of the | — 
also direct- | 


installation and year’s serv- | 


i “Tele-sy mphonic,” 





Wildberg’s Video Burst 


Boston, April 15. 
John Wildberg figures on a boom 
in video in the next few years that'll 
make the sudden expansion of radio 


and films in the late ‘20s a “mere 


| echo.” 


Producer spoke on television be- 


fore an audience of students and pro 


fessors at Harvard Univ. this week 
under sponsorship of Dr. William 
Van Lennep, curator of the famed 
Harvard Theatre Collectio: 

Says the reason is public demand 


PHILLY TELE REPS SET 


UP OWN ORGANIZATION | 


Philadelphia, April 15. 
A group of representatives from | 


television last Thursday (10) organ- 
ized the Television Assn. of Phila- | 
delphia at a luncheon meeting at the 
Electrical Assn. headquarters 

Purpose of the organization, ac- 
cording to Ken Stowman, newly ap- 
pointed WFIL tele director 
elected temporary chairman, 
exchange ideas and to keep abreast 
of new developments in the 
industry. 

Attending the first meeting were 
reps of ad agencies who are en- 
gaged in tele production, manufac- 


| turers of television sets, distributors, 
in op- 
| eration and potential—and utilities. | 


| tele broadcasters—both those 


500% in Manhattan. These models 
isold in mahogany for $2,580 and in 
‘leather for $2,680 and had large pro- 
jection screens, approximately 1% 
by 2 feet. Home model, known as the 
came in Sheraton 
mahogany or walnut for fancy price 
of $2,630. Both sales tickeis included 


“Tavern-Telesymphonic” floor model |tax and installation fees. The traffic 


reeeiver for restaurants and clubs. 
Dealers were ready with facts and 


was much brisker in the RCA mod- 


beoemed nitery business as much as | units. 


CC _____ 


who was | 
was to | 


video | 
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That’s No Actor... 


Transfer of a show from radio 
to television presents unique 
problems, as Benton & Bowles 
ad agency has discovered. In 
staging “Juvenile Jury” on the 
Mutual radio web, producer Dan 
Ehrenreich operates on _ stage, 
naturally invisible to all but the 
studie audience, where he can 
control the pace and correct the 
position of the moppet jurors to 
the mikes. 


In television, however, where 
all is seen by the heme audience, 
B&B was stu ped Agency 
finally solved the problem DY 
putting Ehrenreich in a cop's 
uniform as a “court attendant,” 
so that he can move around the 
set’ unobsirusively during the 


show's airing, signaling moder- 
ator Jack Barry lenever pos- 
sible—when he is out of camera 
range—and also controlling the 
kids 

Tele version of the show is 


broadcast Thursday 
WNBT (NBC, N.*’.) 


‘Midwest Tele 
Net In Sight 


Washington, 


nights over 











ABC, Bamberger, Bremer, News 


Receive N.Y. Television Grants; 


All Seven Channels Now Filled 


Washington, April 15. 
New York became the first city in 


the country te have all seven avail- 


lable television channels filled today 
(Tuesday) when the FCC handed 
out the remaining fo grants 
Lucky vA ers vere ABC Varae 
Channel 7: Bamberger Broadcasting 
with Channel 9; Bremer Broadcast 
ng « Newark, N. J.. Channel 13 
and the News Sv dicate Cr Cn 
nel 11 vith the bid from the De 
Memorial Radio Fund ned dow 
NBC, CBS and DuMont ave bee 
programming in N. Y. since before 
the war 


In announcing the 
have been hanging fire 


grants. which 


almost since 


| the war's end, the FCC declared the 
four winners apparently have re 
sources that “better enable them to 


establish a prompt 
| vision 


satisfactory tele- 
service for the entire N. Y 


| metropolitan area.” Majority of the 
Commission voted to strike from the 
record the testimony offered against 


Syndicate 
Daily 


the News 
N. Y 


owners of the 
News, by the Amer 


April 15. ican 
| First step toward formation of a, Jewish Congress and bag deny the 
| . AJC petition to have its testimony 
|midwest television network by | , “ 
Gresley Broadcasti: Comms ean! at the recent FM hearings incor- 
rs vadcasti rp. fas | 
| tak ‘heee 3 ak ' f FCC | porated into the tele record 

en her ast wee when 


handed the company its third video 
franchise in Dayton. Company al- 
ready holds permits in Cincinnati 


acquire 48% of KSTP, St. Paul, 
a television permittee. 


FCC's grant of the Dayton station 
tipped off a new liberal 


service from 


stations. Crosley’s Dayton 


proposed to be 
Cincy and Columbus outlets. 
Company 


will spend 





Program 
| undetermined. 


plans are stil 








and Columbus and has an option to 
also 


policy of 
permitting considerable overlapping 
commonly-owned tele 
station 
will dip into a part of the audience | needs of the entire 
served by both the | 


$300,000- 
| $400,000 on its Dayton operation and 
operate with 50 kw picture and 25 
els, but dealers reported fair number | kw seund transmitters on the No. 5 
figures to effect that ielesets have |of orders for the more expensive | tele siot. 


Only dissenter 
| Clifford J. 


Commissioner 
who voted for the 


was 
Durr, 


| grant to Debs instead of the Daily 
News. In its decision, the FCC 
pointed out that each of the pro- 


| posed stations would serve approxi- 


|mately 11,000,000 people, although 
Bremer, which operates radio sta- 
tion WAAT in Newark, will pro- 


gram primarily for a 3,000,000 audi- 
ence in New Jersey. FCC declared 
|that all but Debs would serve the 
population, but 
that Debs had sought to devote one- 











| 


third of its time to  foreign- | 

language programming for two 
minority groups. 

Commission gave special con- 

sideration to the fact that both 

1} Bamberger, owners of WOR ‘(Mu- 

tual, N. Y.), and ABC had engaged 


in extensive television research and 
had already set up tele staffs. 
Neither the News nor Debs had pre- 


vious tele experience but the FCC 
declared it gave the nod to the News 
on the latter's assurance it would 
get on the air quicker. Debs planned 


to go on the air 
would 
mote 


gradually 
have no facilities fer re- 
broadcasts until 
the News In 


found to be 


and said 


later 
Debs 
weak 
preaicted on 2 


much 
addition 
Was finane ially 
since its bid was 
$500,000 which 

indebtedness 
period. 

Both Bamberger and ABC are ex- 
pected to get on the air as soon as 
they ean complete construction of 
their stations Bamberger 
nounced yesterday it would build its 
transmitter at 444 Madison 


loan 


would extend 


over a 14-year 


an- 


avenue, 
N. Y., at a cest of $650,000 ABC, 
which had programmed ever five 


other tele outlets between N. Y 
Chicago while waiting for its 
grant, recently went off the air te 
save money for censtruction and. 
according to prexy Mark Weeds, is 
now set to establish its tele network 
in N. Y., Detroit, Chicage, Los An- 
geies and San Francisce. 

While keeping definite plans for 
iis N. Y. transmitter site under 
wraps pending actual announcing ef 
its grant, ABC television's natienal 
director Paul B. Mewrey recently 
announced the web's N. Y. statien 
could be on the air within four-six 
months after the censtruction per- 
mit came through. Present plans 
call for N. Y. station to be finished 
first, 


and 
N. &. 


KTLA’S ‘ADVENTURE’ 


Hollywood, April 15 

Paramount’s KTLA will premiere 
the first independently preduced 
television show to air here 6n April 
20. Show is “Adventure Is My 
Hobby,” the properiy ef Rebert 
Oakley, formerly with Bergen-Cun- 
ning. 
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Coast 


AFM Rules Seek to Spread 


Employment by Limiting Side Jobs 




















7. Managua, Nicaragua (15) (Encore)... 


§ Freddy Martin. ......Victor 


British Best Sheet Sellers 


(Week Ending April 10, ’47) 
London, April 11. 
Anniversary Song.....Connelly 
Old Lamplighter...........Dash 
Stars Will Remember...Feldman 
Open the Door, Richard. ..Leeds 








In between, in sequence, are Joseph 


ee 


























which utilizes history—“You Don’t 


Jocks, Jukes and Disks 


By George Frazier 














“Marie”—Tommy Dorsey (Vic- 
































Hollywood, April 15. ¢* Apri t Lund’s “Mam’selle” (M-G-M) | ing, however, is that 

‘ci ; ril Showers......... Chappell Art Lund's “Mam se g, ’ at a thing lik 7 

Musicians local 47, which for up- ‘ ’ How Lucky You Are....Kassner will probably turn out to be the/ this or “What's the Matter With the ‘ 
wards of four months has been try- Disker ry Pla er h Don’t Fall in Love........ Wood | terrific seller everyone expects it to} Stove”, which backs it u 
ing to spread available work h it’ it the | “make” thi i ae : 

aces SP » Day "gps egal Hollywood, April 15 Rickety Rickshaw..... Southern | be, but it'll have to make it the | “make” a Geechie Smith overnight, t 
abouts in order tO make {oF more . ewan i ees . en I a ae Yale jhard way. Practically every label is} The Wurlitzer wardens should in. ( 
equality of opportunity among its | Tate sed Discos, label dealing ex-| Gying Boy, Girl...Macmelodies | rushing out treatments of the Mack | vestigate them. f 
capes prenoat wih ogy up a new bee can jkeis Bet 228 hepsi comme * Sentimental Reasons...Maurice Gordon-Edmund Goulding number. Eddy Howard's week-after-week J 
ist of regulations which draw more jee oe ed host Five Minutes More....... Morris This week there are two more. appearance in this space is begin. : 
stringent quotas on possible earn-|is making a pitch for local Mexican The Pied Pipers, for example, |ning to bore us, too, but as lo 1 
ings of a musician here. A°general-|trade and also American rhumba Second 12 throw their te around one an-|Majestic continues to lente bie u 
membership gathering will be held | 2'tists. | Hi-Jig-A-Jig......... Box & Cox sa agg 5) tains - a | things fter ; es eoaiee” 
on April 28, at which members will| Diskery is hitting the airwaves 15 | Zip-a-Dee-Do-Dah ......... Sun et Pia ata gee te sary voangry be + sera . Y 
give final vote on proposals already | Minutes a day, five days a week over| May I Call You Sweetheart. Dash Sarterelie ; to “Mam’selle” on Capi- they happened to be inferiog ‘. . I 
approved by local’s board of direc- |KFOX. Program spins only Peerless| To Each His Own....... Victoria tol Let it b noted without further | mercial jobs, we wouldn’t wast ‘ce , 
tors. label and plugs distributors of same Things We Did........0.. Morris dat ; ged t + Abe do so very, very|on them They are not fo time c 

In essence, new quota precludes in ‘this - country: Whole World Singing. . .F.D.&H. es : is ee . This week, for example, Howie r 
any film studio musician who earns ” ah aces Rene ee eee ay ~o does “I Wonder, I Wonder, I Won. J 
more than $133 weekly for accept- | Se asso a TEAM... .cecsese a ray der” and “Ask Anyone Who K aie 0 
ing any other work, and any owt Disks ei Among a aa - End.. char Best Bets and they're both full of vera pea s 
jammer who is regularly employed f d ooner or Later............ om illbilly—“A Home of M The side to heed, though, is “ so 
in a job outside the pend pen at $75 Flock 0 Pro ucts Due You Make Love... .Macmelodies PPicne y toe Jim —r at der.” The tune is asians Porky. ‘ 
or more cannot solicit studio part- F V di M hi Each Little Hour. ...Cinephonic Hot—“Stella By Starlight” | Howard's treatment will help it : 
pagel apnrsen pr germ James or ven Ing ac mes (Billy Butterfield) and “South along sno pe We've said be- : 

. Petrillo, prez o merican Fed- A : ? Side Shake” album (Dan Bur- fore (and shall doubtless say again) 

a pe Washington, April 15. D $ 0 Alb ' ee : gain fi 
Sito nk tadadeie tor thine one — Phonograph records may be among ecca $ l um, ley). a - thas 29 Beg cee o Geny Howard © 
vesideticie ste , ese en pate ithe items sold via vending machines ( H : . Latin-American — “Tangos a rence af ager ee of showmanship, r 
én See tee ta ing employment |in the not-too-distant future, U. S. ommon eritage, (Ramon Littee). <p : p scant r- ~ epee and The 3 r 

Still AY detionst nesions h |Department of Commerce reports ° ° Ballad mest Mam'selle’ (Pied as eee aren't likely to & f 
sieabalah Shy aa abn ae sy noe in a survey which predicts gross Makes Disk History Avett she =m > ep geo cameos Grove : b 
eae coved = a neha six | annual sales of as big as $3,000,- ‘ny, iat, Toes - Bloch ). a ss ~ a yy ssowerd is), but they i t 
oe IP woth oe 2 ses noe an ‘| 000,000 for the machines within the Jack K y ry * Reena an Rhythm— It's So Nice to Be ~*_ a era Sig ne appeal q ua 
nights a week, but “on a full-time | 2°" waeerwae aman Sew tenons i well as ae Salen’ han’ tn Bohoet Own.” Rober son Bang “ "E 
spot, subs at pro rata pay are to be The coin units are being used in | gisk biz history with the just-re- (King Cole). wonderfully deep and viele, ahs : ( 
called in. Further, men working|™ounting volume in the nation’s | jeaseq “Our Common Heritage,” a Novelty—“The Frog Song” | with enormous feeling and is fur. : 
steady engagements cannot accept|theatres and amusement spots t0/ $19 album of “great poems cele- (Geechie Smith). ther helped by one of the most sen- : 
casual dates in off-hours save radio,|ispense candy and soda, but, ac-| prating milestones in the history of Dance—“I Wonder, I Wonder sitive hillbilly backgrounds we've 
recordings and symphony jobs. cording to the vision laid open by | America,” to quote from the sub-| I Wonder” and “Ask Anyone |heard in ages, It is probably pre- 

Proposed rules tighten up on radio| Commerce Department, it is quite | caption. And it’s all of that. It’s| Who Knows” (Eddy Howard) sumptuous for us, here in the fast- 
considerably, limiting all men to | Possible that theatre lobbies may be- | newsworthy as the more practical} and “The Man Who Paints the ness of Manhattan, to predict what 
cumulative total of two hours’ work | Come small fry merchandise marts | transmutation of audible education, Rainbow in the Sky” (Frankie the cactus counters will favor, but Vv 
per week on any transcontinental | >Y the 1950's. a modest enough investment,| Carle). we don’t see how “A Home of My | 
airshow. Members who habitually Among the items which may be | whether it’s a $10 album, or less, Own” can possibly miss. We ear- r 
earn between $25 and $75 a week| dispensed, in addition to recordings, | until the long projected program of nestly suggest it to every jock, rural 9 
cannot work on more than two|could be cool canned beer, and for | visual education, meaning 16m class- | effectively. The palsy-walsy, let’s- | 42d urban alike. The backing is the t! 
TCs per week; those who earn reg-| those who want to do a little mar- | room films, comes into fullest use. all-have-chocolate-malteds vocal} riskier “Ida-Idaho.” At this point, c 
ularly less than $25, may accept|keting after the evening perfornt- “Our Common Heritage,” as Louis | quality which has made so many of | We would like to digress a bit. The p 
three such jobs; those making more| ance, even such things as milk, | Untermeyer edited this album, and | the Pipers’ disks too sticky for our | fault, to our ears anyway, with most 

a than $75 steadily, can accept but/|frozen fruits and a bee ¥ Pg ag stl ao beet taste isn’t present here. They sing | isk jockeys is the deadly monotony h 
one. meat, cosmetics, perfume, lipstick, | head, Fredric March, Wa ter Huston, | with restraint and taste. As usual,|0f their programming — Sinatra, & 

of the large number of card-|drug sundries, butter, eggs, cheese, | Pat O’Brien and Bing Crosby read they are handsomely accompanied Crosby, Stafford, and so forth all i 
carriers on 47 roster, not more than| fish, etc. Survey adds that Britain| the 16 sterling poems (8 10-inch | by Paul Weston and his ensemble. |the time. An occasional change of s' 
4,500 are regularly employed, and|/is far ahead of the U.S. in the use platters), is an anthology of inspira- Clearly, this is something for the pace would brighten their shows e 
with ballroom and nitery biz far off|of vending machines to sell a va- | tional canned history that belongs in | jukes, jocks and home consumers, | tremendously. And such a_pace- n 
pace of wartime years, 47 quickly | riety of goods. every classroom, home, educational | But so, for that matter, is its back- | changer is “A Home of My Own” G 
has realized work must be spread; One interesting angle, it is pointed institutions, corrective institutions, side—the Pipers’ treatment of the | 2nd, a few weeks back, Wilmouth v 
around among membership or bread-| out, could be the use of outdoor and kindred environs where thes€ | Sammy Cahn-Julie Styne “It’s the | Houdini’s magnificent and_ highly . 
lines may develop; and 47 well re-| vending machines at amusement inspirational readings are a certainty | Same Old Dream” from “It Hap- | amusing calypso tribute to Sinatra c 
members the soup kitchen it had to} parks and public recreation centers, | ‘© do so much good. — pened in Brooklyn.” All in all, this —_= r 
es the bleak pene of the| which would deliver box lunches, scans Uebatiek ae te oye 4 vocal group with orchestra (as they w 

; - 4n no event, however, | fruits, sandwiches, napkins, paper ps credit | say on the label) acquits itself with b 

ll cling oa agente its moro plates, towels, soap, sunburn lotion, - a SP camain etue'e a distinction on this disk. Suggested Frogram 

s in any spot, nor has the d even firewood ‘harcoal for | 8° ! é worth- n gl , ~ “King of the- Bobby-Soxers”— 

scale in any situation been lowered. the wee ang ye = a rey while milestones in the record busi- items tae eee Ferre yo Wilmouth Houdini (Apollo). c 

’ : ness. Among them is the idea of , : : “Ivy’—Jo Stafford (Capitol) } 

The Commerce article adds that | ful) scores of hit Broadwa anlest the disconcerting fact that Signature “ ” : ‘ 

DUTCH BAND TOURS BELGIUM| coin-operated machinery may be| with thele original caste cihich have | Kes matters into its own hands} puney Circle) isa v 

. Amsterdam, April 3. used as a substitute for clerks and | peen patterns for othaee tn tn nate and spells it “Ma’mselle”’ on the “A Home of M Own”—Texas i 

“Skymasters,” pop Dutch band af- | attendants at snack bars, club rooms, | ness, Certainly, if shortages and pro- label, there’s nothing wrong with] Ji. Robertson Victor) 
filiated with AVRO Broadcasting | swimming pools, bowling alleys, | duction problems were not the domi- this version It's schmaltzy and “Baciagaloop’—Louis Prima 

Co. of Hilversum, Holland, slated for | billiard rooms, dance halls, skating | nant issues the company might be highly commercial, and the vocal by (Majestic) ° F : 
short Belgian tour. rinks, etc. in the future. assured greater yields by pressing + acta Nail is not in the least un- “Mam’selle” — Art Lund v 

; extra thousands of some hot Crosby p< (MGM). : Pp 
e e item. (It’s long been a trade gripe Monica Lewis’ “It’s So Nice to Be “Am I Blue?”—Muggsy Span- b 
st that shortages choked off sales of Nice As on the reverse of the Bloch ier (Disc). a 
ers on Iii- ac S so-called “popular” items which | Mam’selle.” Miss Lewis, who must (PROGRAM NO. 2) Py 
could be stretched beyond their ar eae be yo of the most prolific “Linda’—Ray Noble (Colum- 
7 ili , : irls on wax, has a nice rhythm tune i 
1. Heartaches (6) (Leeds)...........-.005: , - regulated ceilings). But certainly | ‘ y bia). te 
Ted Weems .. Decca-Victor | nore the sacrifice—if sacrifice it is— | t® work with and she manages to “Stella By Starlight’—Billy th 
2. Anniversary Song (11) (Mood).......... Al Jolson............- Decca! is worthwhile. So happens that, | Ting it off with grace and friend-| Butterfield (Capitol). fi 
Dinah Shore...... Columbia | despite the $10 package, a fancy fee | limess. Bloch provides the back- ‘Honeysuckle Rose”—Mildred ny 
8. Linda (7) (Morris) Clark-Noble ...... Columbia | indeed for a collection of non-enter- | 8™0und. The lyric, incidentally, has| Bailey (Decca). ’ ee 
ae ee. eke Charles Spivak.......Victor| tainment platters, the orders are ex- ; 2 a 4 rather “cute” historical “The Man Who Paints the  p 
, a iii Buddy Clark...... Columbia | ceeding expectations. acts brought into play and, for all] Rainbow in the Sky” Frankie bs 
4. Things In Glocca Morra (8) (Crawford). Dick Haymes........ Decca From Joaquin Miller’s “Columbus” | “® — — gimmick may become} Carle (Columbia) ‘ # 
: ad ; (Donlevy) down to Huston’s reading | S0OM*tning of a trend. If so, the “Feudin’ an’ Fightin’ "—Doro- q J 
™ 5. Guilty (8) (Feist)...........0.008 TS fp Beet Moke a Capitol) of Vachel Lindsay's “Abraham Lin- Wurlitzers will be spinning this Sig-| thy Shay (Columbia) i 
sere ‘oln Walk: tani ” -.. | nature face. ‘“ , ie 
6. My Adobe Hacienda (1) (Peer)....... , i: RI: Miaieaia atte) sae ccs trent tes te tien © eae ee Auey from is 
pan runs from 1492 to 1914. ng Cole Trio does another tune | Alamo”—Stan Kenton (Capitol). 


‘** ) Kay Kyser.... .. Columbia Sear he Drake’s “The American ae That in School”—on its latest tor). : w 
: ; Dinah Shore... ... .Columbia ag” (1777), read by Donlevy; Miss | Capitol. “Venus was a woman who (PROGRAM NO. 3 ; fr 
8. I'll CloSe My Eyes (8) (Maurice)....... } wed Desmond..... Victor | Moorehead doing “Landing of the had a lot of charms. Got so much (Different treatments of A same fo 
, King Cole Trio Capitol Pilgrim Fathers” (1620), by Felicia | huggin’ she wore out both her arms” songs.) Pp 
9. For Sentimental Reasons (21f" (Leeds). . Charlie Spivak...... Victor Hemans and John Greenleaf Whit-| is the sort of thing we mean. The “Why Shoudn’t It Happen to 
10. That's My Desi » cin , eet ee ee tier’s “Barbara Frietchie” (1862): trio takes this at a faster clip than Us?”—Hildegarde and Buddy ti) 
s My Desire (1) (Mills)........ Frankie Laine...... Mercury | Fredric March’s two-part reading of | its usual one, but still manages to} Clark (Decca) i B 
F Longfellow’s “Paul Revere’s Ride” | sound good. The number is by Roy “Why Shoudn’t It Happen to . 
Coming Up (1775); Walter Huston doing John | Alfred and Marvin Fisher, who pro- Us"—Frank Sinatra (Columbia). 
Peg O’ My Heart (Feist) { Clark Dennis..,....-Capitol bay gy = oo Address Ma ag ar his sturdy “The “Paradise” — Russ Columbo j A 
y Heart (Feist)....... Sorry ere c , : o e American Soldiers” (1775) | Bes an.” “You Don’t Learn That Vi 3 i 
Roses In the Main (Barton) spose 0 coupled with Ralph Waldo Emer-|in School” sounds like it might be “Paradiod” — Frank Sinatra 4 ] 
ve ait thea" cil 4 oe ae rankie Carle..... Columbia | son’s “Concord Hymn” (1775), and | another such wow, At any rate, it'll] (Columbia) 3 
ou Can ee Sun (Simon)....... ........ Vaughn Monroe....... Victor} on the back is Huston again with | get a big play on the coinolas, On “Paradi a hornhill 3 , 
’ , : { Frank Sinatra..... Columbia | “Hail Columbia” (1798), by Joseph | the other side—“Meet Me at No| (Col bia). ae — 
That's How Much I Love You (Morris).... ) 4. : : ” : ofumbia ). 0) 
) Bing Crosby.......... Decca oS ‘ " me —— —the trio resumes its “China Boy”’—Benny Goodman of 
; > aa at O’Brien does “America” (1776) | Customary slower beat. This is an| Sext i 
I Want To Thank Your Folks (Oxford).... | King Cole Trio pea Capitol i. Samuel Francis Smith and pe aly job, but this should “China Boy”—-Jieamy MacPart- - 
Be ae Se ees a “Sheridan's Ride” scarcely b ‘s. ; ' | 
I Do Do Do Like You (Harms)............. Johnny Mercer...... Capitol | Buchanan Read. wong — baffling son a aT ay —_ land (Decca). T 
BEOMNOOTED CPOE Gan 6s cs ccdcceesseo-esece Dick Haymes........- Decca| Francis Scott Key's “The Star | week after week is the problem of ————————_E= 5 
Beware My Heart (Feist)....... .......... Margaret Whiting. ...Capitol | Spangled Banner” (1814) and “reads | finding something fresh to write ones ” | | 
| Freddy Martin Victor | it. 98 we believe Francis Scott Key about a group like King Cole’s. One pres | — of the Bobby-Soxers 4 ti 
Santa Catalina (Spina)..............s00+ +) Eddy Howard... Maiestic felt it’—to quote from Kapp’s letter | 0f the country’s consistent best- or ki i ing Cole , 
| Pesty Come........ Victor to his customers—paired with “Old | Sellers, it rarely makes a bad platter. Tile, daces't pot ghd a 2 / th 
Ceoceescsece Ironsides” (181 j P 4 . 4 
| ee Peery } Carmen Cavailaro. ....Decca a cag Bg: Bas he ons ‘eee : seer cath ond his band have |commercial judgment. So this . S&S 
Preacher and Bear (Harris)................ Phil Harris........ "Victor | Hanks” (1783-1818), by Rosemary | possibilities as a oa og A aegeenars stg Basse 8 veh, Bed ee Bg 
: ; ; Benet, is ba , ; os ¥ n 0 Paints the Rainbow in 
Sicen Voce’, Glare BHeENChesed))...... {Freddy Martin........Victor is | icked by another Huston sensical number called “The Frog|Sky” and “Unless It Can Happen 
) Johnny Mercer...... Capitol reading, Lincoln, Man of the Peo- | Song”—based, we seem to remem-| With You” (Col bia), we can’t re- 
(Harry James Columbia ple” (1809-1865) by Edwin Mark-/ ber, on a childhood verse about | port hb olumbia), we oho 
alousie arms orbcesRandas< oe h Peer tie : am; “ 
Jal (H » . oe ) Herbie Fielde......... Victor — ew go toon weg ~, al- | “What a funny little bird the frog ane yemiel Cates smal slick 
1 : - i ’ ; ” all 
Feet's Too Big For Bed (Criterion)........ Stan Kenton...... .» Capitol | tain!” (1865) by Walt Whitman pe + ger ase A = eden wk danceable _ treatment. Marjorie 
ys wi 


Oh, But I Do (Witmark)...........0+ 





Margaret Whiting....Capitol 


Lindsay’s “Lincoln Walks.” ~ 





a lot of verve. What is worth not- 





Hughes sings both sides pleasantly. 
(Continued on page 42) 
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See Agencies Following Morris Lead 
In Personal Selling During Phone Strike 





Telephone strike has 
William Morris ageney’s band dept. 
operations to the extent that ma- 
jority of Morris bandmen are taking 
to the road on selling “expeditions. 
Other agencies claim that the wire 
services are filling current selling 
needs, but with Morris music ped- 
dlere taking to the road, it’s likely | 
that they'll do likewise just to keep 
vp with the competition. — | 

In most offices, the one-night busi- | 
ness has slowed down censiderably | 
because of the comparative slowness 
of selling by wire. Frequently four 
five exchanges of telegrams are 





or ‘ 
necessary before a sale is consum- | 
mated. _— 

With personal solicitation, an 


agent can line up several dates with | 
one promoter, and by working in | 
adjacent territory, complete routes | 
in a nearby vicinity can be lined up. | 
Personal solicitation coming during 
the telephone strike would aid of- 
fices long after the phone strike is 
over, it’s felt. In many cases, dance 
promoters haven't been visited by an 
agent 


} 


band 
teuches would build welcome good- 
will 


Coronet Pard Asks 
N.Y. Court to Clarify 
Mismanagement Rap 


Countercharges of mismanagement | 
were hurled last week in N..Y. su- 
preme ceurt by the heads of Coronet 
Records, indie plattery. Muddle was 
such that George J. Bennett, one of 
the firm’s organizers, asked the 
court te declare the rights of all 
parties. 

In an action brought by Bennett. 
he claims that in 1946 he feunded | 
and started Coronet along with Irv- | 
ing Gaumont. Original agreement | 
stipulated that they were to share | 
equally in the néw company. Ben- | 
nett was to supply his experience, | 
Gaumont the capital. Pact also pro- | 
vided that Bennett was to receive 
$100 per week. Later, Bennett 
charges Gaumont induced him to 
rearrange the setup into a three- 
way partnership, and Philip Rob- 
bins was brought in. 

Stating that he was not paid after 
July 19, 1946, plaintiff Bennett 
charged that Gaumont had violated 


hampered * 


| would 
| working in New York to double as 


Kapp’s Crossley 
Washington, April 15. 

Recent Senate committee hear- 
ing of the large recording firms 
in Washington pointed up the 
fact that the industry lacks a 
spokesman and united front for 
such matters as Congressional 
investigations and other Gov- 
ernment contacts in Washington. 
Such a front man appears ready 
made in Decca prexy Jack Kapp 
who made the best impression 
of those testifying before the 
Senate committee and who han- 
died himself smoothly in an- 
swering questions by the sena- 
tors. 

Comments on him were very 
favorable among the press also. 


AFM Defers On 





which 
musician 


Action on ae resolution 
have forbidden a 


a vocalist was deferred until the 


next meeting of New York Local 802 | 


of the American Federation of Mu- 
sicians. Action was postponed at 
Monday’s (14) meet of 802 because 


of lack of a quorum. 


Resolution is so worded that it 
would be impossible for any side- 
men to engage in dialog or sing. 
Consequently many arrangements, 
such as glee club numbers, would 
have to be dropped by bandleaders. 


| Bands would have to abandon any 
pieces of business and comedy num- | 


bers using song or dialog. Only 
exemption would be musicians doing 
a single or a duo. 

The resolution, it’s believed, has 
little chance of passing the general 
membership meeting, inasmuch as 


the local’s executive board at a pre- | 
vious meeting acted unfavorably on | 


it. 

In the event of passage by the 
membership, it’s likely that the 
union would have to set up a sepa- 
|rate scale for sidemen-vocalists, 
| which would most likely be at 50% 
above the usual sidemen’s scale. 





wes general manager of the frm, by | ASCAP ASKS SUIT BY 
* * . Ss = 
Bult asked the court 10 declare that LAWRENCE BE KAYOED 


he owns one-third of the capital 


stock, and also seeks an accounting | 


of the profits. In addition Bennett 
wants the court to appoint a tem- 
porary receiver to carry on 
business, or in the event that’s not 
possible, he asks a $50,000 judgment 
&gainst Gaumont. 

Defendants made a general denial 
to Bennett's allegations, contending 
that Bennett had mismanaged the 


the , American 


Dismissal of songwriter Jack 
Lawrence’s N. Y. federal court suit 
| brought last February against the 
Society of Composers, 
Authors and Publishers was asked by 


lthe defendant in answers filed 
| Thursday (10). Plaintiffs action 
sought to schange ASCAP’s method of 

its writer - members. | 


| classifying 
ASCAP made a general denial to 


firm. They also charged that Ben- jall allegations charged by Lawrence. 


nett’'s employment contract cut him | 


in for a one-third share of the net 
profits only. 


JOLSON-CROSBY PAIRED 
ON PAIR FOR DECCA 


Al Jolson and Bing Crosby have 
waxed two for Decca in the same al 
fresce style that distinguished the 
former’s guest shots on the Crosby- 
Philco show. 

They're titled “Alexander's Rag- 
time Band” and “The Spaniard Who 
Blighted My Life.” 








Abe Burrows Publishing, 
Disking His Unique Songs 


Abe Burrows’ songs will be pub- 
lished by Frank Loesser's recently 
Organized company in a continuation 
of the collaboration started when 
the two, with Ed Gardner, wrote the 
song “Leave Us Face It” for “Duffy's 

avern.” First song to be published 
will be “The Girl With the Three 
Blue Eyes.” 

_Attempt will be maJe for the first 
time to sel] Burrews’ unique brand 


of song-satires for popular censump- | 


Yon. Other titles coming up are “I 
Said Hello to Winston Churchill,” 
“Waukesha Natural Bridge” and 
Walking Down Memory Lane 
‘Withqut~a Damned Thing on My 
Mind).” Burrews also is recording 
*n album of four platters for Decca 


this summer to tie in with publica- | 


ion of his songs. 


In making its reply, ASCAP 
'pointed out that Lawrence had 
agreed to abide by the bylaws of 
the society when he signed an 
agreement to become a member. It 
was turther agreed, ASCAP said, 
that the society’s fixing of classifica- 
tions are final and conclusive. 

| Papers also noted that Lawrence 
had applied to become a member in 
| 1933. The following year he was 
| elected. As an example of how much 
Lawrence had advanced under its 


‘in its answers that the writer rose 
| from Class II in 1934 to Class BB in 
1946 and, in addition, won prizes in 
1939 and 1940. 

Lawrence, who has sought an “A” 
|classification before the Society's 
Appeals Board and Writers Classi- 
fication Committee several times 
without result, feels that the present 
method. of evaluating & writer's 
/ worth to the society is “too vague.’ 
His suit proposes that ASCAP’s sys- 


tem of classifying writers be elim- | 


inated and a new plan of distribu- 
tion based wholly on performances 
be substituted. 


Delay MPCE Meet 


Regular executive board meeting 
‘of the Music Publishers Contact Em- 
| ployees union, scheduled for Monday 
414), has been moved back & week 
‘to Monday (21) due to inability of 
| the organizations atiormney 

resent. 
geo is expected to be more 
‘er less routine. 





classification system, ASCAP cited | 


to be 


San Jose Palomar 
Getting Okay Biz 


San Jose, Cal., April 15. 
Palomar ballroom, which teed off 
|here March 4 with a $150,000 lay- 
| out, has been garnering. okay grosses 
} with semi-name bands. Spot has 
, been using Clyde Appleby band on 
weekends, Tex Randall outfit on 
Wednesdays and Deug Vaughan’s 
combo on Thursdays. 

Modern ballroom with 7,500 sq. ft. 
of dance floor is owned by Attrac- 
tions, Ine., headed by John P, Silvia, 
Charles Silvia and former band 
leader Thomas Coakley. 











Musicians Union 


In England Wins 


| Deal With Diskers 


London, April 8. 
Private report to be issued to its 
members in May will reveal that 
the musicians union in England has 
seored a victory against disk manu- 
Although agreement 





settled in 


for some time, and agencies © ° | facturers here. | 
fee] that with the current decline in all was signed, sealed and 
business, a few personal June, 1946, announcement will be 


made nearly a year later. 


Agreement is between the mu- 
sicians union of Great Britain and 
Photographic Performances, Ltid., 


disk manufac- 
turers in England and has three im- 
portant clauses as follows: 

(1) Musicians Union is to get sub- 
| stantial rakeoff from all disks made 
by PPL. 

(2) Special clause preventing the 
use of disks for public entertain- 
ment where it conflicts with in- 
| terests of live musicians. 

(3) Reduction of hours per week 
used by British Broadcasting Corp. 
|for airing commercial records. 
Contract is for three years, with 
| first year calling for reduction of 
|\from 42 hours to 30 hours: second 
| year insists on further reduction 


|; which embraces all 


Petrillo Scouts Film Employmen 


~ For Musicians in 





Eastern Shooting: 


Survey Seen Linked to Lea Act 





| ASCAP’s Canadian Rep 


Toronto, April 15. 
Damage claim of $1,000 has been 
| filed in the Toronto civil court by 





| the Association of Composers, Au-} 
| thors and Publishers of Canada, Ltd., 
|Canadian collection agency for 
|ASCAP, against Otto Polenske for | 


| alleged infringement of copyright. 

+ Operator of the Fort Frances, film 
house, defendant, is charged with 
| playing “Old Man River,” “Make Be- 
lieve,” “The Last Time I Saw Paris” 
and “All the Things You Are” during 
film performance breaks. 


‘Rum’ Defendants 
| Get Stay on Inj. 





Winners of a N. Y. federal court 
fight for ownership of the 
“Rum and Coca Cola,” calypso 
singer Lord Invader (Rupert Grant) 
and his assignee, Mohamed H. Khan, 
received a setback last Friday (11) 
when Federal Judge Edward Conger 
granted Feist Music, orchestra lead- 
er Paul Baron, comedian-composer 
Morey Amsterdam and singer Jeri 
Sullivan, all defendants, a stay from 
enforcement of an injunction and 
accounting providing they prepare 
a quick appeal. 

In a decision handed down last 
month, Federal Judge Mortimer H. 
Byers held that the “Rum” version 
published by Feist was a “deliber- 
ate piracy” of an original published 
in Trinidad in 1943. Written by 


song, 


+ James C. Petrillo, American FPed- 
eiesonee of. Musicians president, has 
ordered a survey of musician em- 


Sues Toronto Exhib | Ployment based on current Helly- 


| wood trend to shoot away from the 
studios. Reasons for the survey ig 
| partly based on employment pickup 


jin New York and other eastern 
cities due to scoring of films shet 
in that part of the country 

Another reason ascribed fer the 
survey is said to be the possible 


|application of the Lea act te films. 
AFM prexy feels that if constitu- 
tionality of the bill which forbids a 
union to force radio stations to em- 
|} ploy more musicians than it needs, 
is upheld, featherbedding restrictions 
contained in the measure could be 
| clamped on to films. Petrillo, cen- 
| sequently, is exploring every pos- 
| sible avenue of argument te defeat 
| the measure when it comes up be- 
| fore the U. S. Supreme Court. Act 
j}has been declared unconstitutienal 
by lower court. 
Meanwhile, musicians’ 
ment in films around N. Y. is eon- 
siderably on the upbeat. Films such 
as 20th-Fox’s “House on 92nd Street,” 


} 
emplove 


“13 Rue Madeleine” and “Boem- 
erang” have been scored in N. Y¥. 
iIn addition, David O. Selznick’s 


| ‘Portrait of Jenny” is being dene in 
the east, Jerry Wald wil! do a film 
in Boston shortly and So] Lesser, 
Mark Hellinger and Eddie Bracken 
among others, are contemplating 
| film to be made in the east 

| Pickup in N. Y. Local 802 
has been considerable. There 
presently two film scales fer mu- 
sicians. Producers who are part of 
| the pooling system in Hollyweed, 
,and who contribute weekly to a 
permanent film-scoring unit, get a 
scale of $39.90 per man per session, 
while those not belonging to a peol 


coin 
are 


from 30 hours to 28: with third and Grant, the song's lyrics formed the | are charged $75.90. 


final year from 28 to 26. 
New agreement is 


union. 





Musicraft Nixes Torme 


Leanout fer M-G-M Disk 


understood to ae 
be worth at least $500,000 to the | domain. 


basis for the infringement suit inas- | 


much as the music is in the public 
On a 1943 Trinidad visit, 
the court said, Amsterdam appropri- 
ated the song and Baron and Miss 
| Sullivan later collaborated with him 
on the tune. 

Meanwhile, 
fendants 


pending appeal, de- 
have put up $8,000 bond. 


Appointment of a special master to | 


‘Good News’ Pic Album ™:*< an accounting of the profits 


| Hollywood, April 15. 
Musicraft Records, 


be allowed to cut several 
the “Good News” album, 
'Metro subsid will issue to exploit 
filmusical of same title, in which 
Torme is being lensed, 


MGM is grouping Peter Lawford, 


June Allyson. Ray McDonald and 
Joan McCracken for the wax job, 
| however, with each 


their vocals of fhe pic. In nixing 


Torme’s inclusion, Musicraft follows 


course of Columbia label, which re- 
fused to let MGM use Frank Sinatra 


'in its “Till The Clouds Roll By” 
album. “News” will differ from 
“Clouds” in that latter embraced 


clips of film’s soundtrack. and up- 
coming work will be recorded in 
usual fashion. 


PAN-AM. RECORDS 
_ GRANTED BANKRUPTCY 


Hollywood, April 15. 





| Pan-American Records has 
bankruptcy petition granted against it 
with George Gardner named receiver 
and Benno Brink court-appointed 
to referee the proceedings. Petition 
was filed against the waxery by 
attorney Jerry Rolston, Coast legal 
eagle for Harry Fox, trustee of the 
Music Publishers’ Protective Assn.., 
who has been unable to collect 


about $4,000 in royalties long owed | 
a number of publishers by Pan-Am. | 


The Birwell Corp., which bought 
the label about a year ago, made 
no attempt to dodge the bankruptcy. 
Three months ago the American 
| Federation of Musicians ruled that 
firm was on its blacklist because 
‘label grew delinquent in paying off 
musicians for disk sessions. 


Frew Quits Glaser 

Art Frew last week resigned from 
the band dept. of Joe Glaser’s As- 
‘sociated Booking agency, probably 
to open his own Office. 
| Prior to going with Associated 
eight months ago, Frew was in Gen- 





jeral Artists Corp. band dept. 


to which Mel 
'Torme is bound for more than two 
years on present pact, has refused a 
request of MGM Records that singer 


duplicating 


ology which will 


was also held in abevance. 


PETRILLO SUBPOENAED 
ON ‘FEATHERBEDDING’ 


Washington, April 15. 
| James C. Petrillo has been sub- 


sides in} 
which the | 


poenaed to appear before the House | 


| Labor Committee and testify on on- 
‘erations of the AFM, committee 
chairman Fred A. Hartley (R., 
N.J.) said yesterday (14). 

Subpoena prevents Petrillo from 
sailing fof Europe April 27. Hartley 
_said his staff had searched for the 
| musicians union chief several weeks 
before serving him. Petrillo will not 
appear before the committee, how- 
ever, until after the Supreme Court 
{rules on the so-called ‘“‘anti-Petrillo 
act.” Passed by Congress last year, 
its purpose is to prevent the AFM 
from ordering standbys, etc., for 
broadcast stations. 

“We have made an agreement,” 
said Hartley, “that as soon as Petrille 
signs a statement that he will accept 
another subpoena, the present one 
will be withdrawn. The next sub- 
_peena will name a date for his ap- 


had pearance after the Supreme Court | 


passes on his case.” 

| The House committee wants to 
quiz Petrillo on featherbedding by 
the union and also its policy of bar- 
ring scholastic bands from the air. 


Hammerstein, Rodgers 


Song Books After Berlin 


Simon & Schuster, which is bring- 
ing out a 40th anniversary song book 
of Irving Berlin's cavalcade (around 
80 members, including a surprise 
original for the topper), will also do 
one titled “Lyrics by Oscar Hammer- 
stein 2d.” This may overlap, in a 
sense, with another S&S proposed 
book on Rodgers & Hart songs, since 
Dick Rodgers has been Hammer- 
stein’s collaborater since the death 


| 





'of Lorenz Hart. 


Hammerstein, incidently will do 
the foreword of the Berlin anth- 


item for the piano, meaning it will 
be bound “open-face” for practical 


| playing purposes. 


be primarily an| 


Tootlers will get another film- 
employment boost when newsreel 
firms complete a contract with the 
AFM. New agreement will call for 
live scoring instead of cueing musie 
out of stock library soundtracks and 
platters, 

This newly found avenue of em- 
ployment for bandsmen is giving 
Local 802 the biggest employment 
| bonanza in sometime inasmuch as 
| this avenue was virtually unknewn 
; to the lecal’s membership. 


California ‘Lea Act’ 
Sacramento, April 15. 
| A State “Lea Act” has been in- 
troduced in the California Legisla- 
ture. Intreduced by Assemblyman M. 
Philip Davis, it would revise part 
three, division two, of the Labor 
| Code relating to coercive labor prae- 
tices and would, in effect, be very 
Similar to the “anti-Petrillo” ‘(Lea 
Act), new Federal law and in cen- 
test before the U. S. Supreme Court. 
The bill declares: “It is unlawful 
for any person, group, or combina- 
tion, by use of express or implied 
threat, or use of force, violence, 
| intimidation, duress, or any other 
means, to coerce, compel, or con- 
| Strain or to attempt to coerce, com- 
| pel or constrain any employer to 
employ er agree to employ, in con- 
rection with the conduct of his 
business, any person in excess of the 
number ef employees required to 
| perform actual services.” 
| The bill also states that the de- 
; termination of the number of em- 
| ployees required for any job shal] 
| rest with the employer. 





NY. SYMPH PLAYS 2D 
| ROLE, IN RKO FILM 


The N. Y. Philharmonice-Sym- 
phony, whose pic bow was in “Car- 
negie Hall,” has recorded for its sec- 
ond film, RKO’s “Memory ef Love.” 
Orch, under baton of Eugene Or- 
mandy (Philadelphia Orch maestro) 
|} and with Artur Rubinstein as piano 
soloist, recorded a short cencerto 
composed by Leith Stevens. 

Work was done at Carnegie Hal), 
N. Y. Music will be used as climax 
of yarn concerning a blind GI who 
wins a national musie contest. Rub- 
instein will also play a dramatic 
role in the film, as himself. 


} 


| St. Paul Concerts Set 
Minneapolis, April 18. 
St. Paul Retail Merchants’ 1947-48 

concert course will include James 
Melten, Cincinnati Symphony er- 
, chestra, Nadine Conner, Thomas L. 

Thomas and the National Male 
' Quartet 
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Lewisohn Stadium (N.Y.) Concerts 
In Tougher Going to Raise Backing 


Stadium Concerts, N. Y., faces 
tougher going this year than last to 
raise money for operations, accord- 
ing to Mrs. Charles S. Guggen- 
heimer, concerts chairman. Where 
last season’s budget was $258,000, 
this year’s will go over $265,000. 
Musicians pay is $110, up $5 over 
last season. Boxoffice men are up 
$10. Union scale prevails through- 
out Lewisohn Stadium, where con- 
certs are given. 

Season’s deficit, which usually 
runs around $60,000, is expected to 
touch $75,000 this year, with efforts 
being made to raise that sum in pri- 
vate donations before season opens. 
Money isn’t as free as in previous 
years, Mrs. Guggenheimer reports, 
One patron who donated $5,000 last 
year doing the same already this 
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Music Boar To Liue 








BOURNE, 


799 SEVENTH AVE. NEW 


Inc 


YORK 





season but saying sum would have 
to stretch five years, 

Season, with N. Y. Philharmonic- 
Symphony players constituting the 
orchestra, will run eight weeks, 
June 16 to Aug. 9. Season will in- 
clude unusual items. First of spe- 
cial events will be a Grace Moore 
Memorial Night, June 21, with Doro- 
thy Kirsten and Eugene Conley as 
isoloists. Oscar Levant will be solo- 
list for the Gershwin Night, July 7. 
Bernard Hermann, CBS conductor 
and film composer, will make his 
Stadium debut as conductor this 
year. A Sigmund Romberg night is 
| slated. 
| Pierre Monteux will conduct first 
|four concerts, with Leonard Bern- 
|stein, Alexander Smailens, Dimitri 
Mitropoulos, Richard Korn, Hans 
Schwieger, among other conductors, 
and Marian Anderson, Helen Trau- 
bel, Joseph Szigeti, Mischa Elman, 
| William Kapell, Alec Templeton, 
| Jan Peerce, Giuseppe de Luca, Doro- 
|thy Kirsten among the soloists. Sea- 
|son will be Stadium’s 30th. 


‘WILDWOOD, NJ. SWITCH 
~~ ON BALLROOM POLICY 


Wildwood, N. J. April 15. 
Hike of the local-tooters’ 
| scales has 








union 
resulted in a switch of 
| policy for Hunt’s Starlight ballroom 
here from semi-name and _ local 
bands booked in for one and two- 
week stands to a weekend (Fri.- 
Sat.) name policy only. Starlight’s 
teeoff is slated for Memorial Day 
with Vaughn Monroe. 


According to Starlight manager 
Bill Dry, the local union scale has 
been consistently raised each year 
to a point where it has become un- 
profitable to operate the spot for a 
full week. He also points out that 
Hunt’s Theatres, Inc., terpalace’s op- 
erator, is also financially squeezed 
in instances where the firm must 
bid fer outfits against other shore 
resorts which have lower union 
scales in effect. 








Donahue Waxes Patter 
While Touring Orch 


Hollywood, April 15. 
Al Donahue is transcribing the 
patter for his KFVD platter show 
while on the road with his orchestra, 
Leader and disk jockey is making 
a tour of the southwest and will be 
out of town several weeks. 


Flagstad Picketed 
By Chi Norsemen 


Chicago, April 15. 
Kirsten Flagstad, who appeared 
in concert here last week, though 
warmly received by newspaper re- 
viewers, was picketed by 30 of her 
Norwegian countrymen at Orches- 
tra Hall, where she sang. 


Protests were against her alleged 
Nazi affiliations during ‘hostilities. 








Flagstad L’ville Flurry 
Louisville, April 15. 

Concert scheduled tonight (15) by 
Kirsten Flagstad at Memorial Audi- 
torium has kicked up quite a flurry 
of protests, taking the form of tele- 
phone calls to W. H. Camp, manager 
of the “aud, and swastikas and the 
word ‘nazi’ painted on posters 
front of the Auditorium, town’s cul- 
tural center. Camp stated he had 
no way of knowing, but imagined 
that the defaced posters were the 
work of a “bunch of bad kids, who 
infest the neighborhood.” 





OK Charlotte’s Flagstad Date 

Charlotte, April 15. 
Parks Ritch, commander-elect of 
Stonewall Jackson Post, Veterans of 
Foreign Wars, said that as far as he 
knew the Post had made no change 
in its plan to do whatever possible 
to prevent Kirsten Flagstad’s ap- 
pearance here. The VFW members 
declared that Miss Flagstad hadn’t 
been sufficiently cleared of Nazi col- 
laboration accusations to suit them. 
T. D. Kemp, Jr., who is handling 
the Wagnerian soprano’s concert 
here April 27, said that the contract 
had been signed; that he knew of no 
charges against the singer, and that 

she was clear of guilt. 
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Music Notes 


Vic Blau, veepee of Music Publishers. Holding Corp., in N. Y. on quar. 
ierly jaunt from Hollywood for confabs with Herman Starr... ,Joe E. 
Lewis has sliced “Gin Rummy Song” and “Simple Little Things” fop 
Decca....Last week in Hollywood, Tony Martin cut his last two sides 
for Mercury and first pair for RCA. Victor Young crew backed him for 
Victor....Margaret Whiting sliced four faces for Capitol last week,.,. 
Carl Ross etches kidisk album for Black & White, May 2. Bob Haywarg 
warbles four sides for same diskery, April 21....Lee Penny, head of Mer. 
cury label's hillbilly dept., on Coast from Chi prowling for oatune talent 
.,..Pied Pipers, Clark Dennis, Ernie Felice had disk sessions at Cap last 
week....Cyril Smith inked for eight Enterprise sides... .Sidney Mills 
visiting family firm’s Hollywood outpost....Sammy Cahn and Jule Styne 
signatured to score Warners’ forthcoming “Romance in High C”,,, Alfred 
Joslow now Coast tune-tout for Jimmy Dorsey’s Harmony Music C6... % 
“As Long As I’m Dreaming,” newest Burke-Van Heusen composition, set 
for waxing by Bing Crosby, Andy Russell, Tex Beneke, Harry James 
Anita Ellis, Murphy Sisters, Bobby Doyle and Twilight Three on eight dit. 
Eli Oberstein, RCA-Victor veepee, back in N. Y. office 


|after flip to Coast....Page-Cavanaugh and Al Viola, member of Cavan. 
|augh Trio, sold their tune “Vine Street. Hayride” to Crystal Music. ,,. 
| Lee Finburgh, Coast chief of Bregman, Vocco & Conn, on tune-touting 
| trek through Pacific Northwest... .Bascom Lamar Lunsford inked to cut 


| album of folk songs by Eagle, Coast odd-label 


| cleffed a newie, “Who Killed ’Er?” 


| forthcoming “Memory of Love”. 
Hellinger’s 





PETRILLO OK’S GAC AIDE 
AFTER KEMP INCIDENT 


Howard Sinnott, General Artists 
Corp. one-night booker, is back in 


the good graces of the American 


| Federation of Musicians after having 
the union’s unfair 


list for two days. Action followed 
a Sinnott call to T. D. Kemp, Atlanta 
ione-night booker, submitting bands 
ito that booker, who’s been on the 
verboten list for several weeks be- 
cause of an article he had written 
in an Atlanta paper rapping James 
C. Petrillo, AFM head. 

A series of explanations to the 
AFM chieftain satisfied the union 
head that the Kemp incident was a 
mistake. 


i}been placed on 





Levy’s London Trip 


Hollywood, April 15. 

Lou Levy sails for England aboard 
the Queen Elizabeth on June 16. He 
will be gone six weeks on checkup 
of British and continental operations 
of Leeds Music and three affiiates, 
Amrus, Peter Maurice and Duchess 
Music. 











...-Hoagy Carmichael hag 


which he himself will intro in RKO’s 
...Miklos Rosza pacted to score Mark 
“Brute Force,” now before lenses at Universal-International. 
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SAM FORK PRESENTS 
CAPTIVATING SONGS FROM 
ra 


— oe a 
BRIGADOON 
se NEW SMASH MUSED 


THE HEATHER 
ON THE HILL 


ALMOST LIKE 
BEING IN LOVE 

COME TO ME, 
BEND TO ME 





WAITIN’ FOR MY DEARIE 


THERE. BUT FOR YOU GO | 


MS anctom ley) ,!: 
WITH BONNIE JEAN 


DOWN ON 
MacCONNACHY SQUARE 


FROM THIS DAY ON 
BRIGADOON 


SAM FOX PUBLISHING CO. 


RCA bidg. * Radie City * New York 
nemeenerineeneeinasteitdieanaigammmmanenmmmiiiimmaieaiaall 








They All make Seautiul Musie with — 


“WE COULD MAKE 





why 





FRANKIE 
CARLE 


“My biggest record 
of ‘47. An applause 
winner always.” 


(Columbia 37222) 







VAUGHN 
MONROE 


“Has everything a great 
song should have. That's 


(Vietor 20-2095) 

















1 recorded it.’ 


BLUE 
BARRON 


“inspired words 
and music. One 
of the season’s 
best.” 


(MGM 10005) 








MONICA 
LEWIS 


“The loveliest of love songs.” 
(Signature 15068) 


BILLY 


quests.” 


BUTTERFIELD 


“Beautiful musie 
—what more can 
one say? Always 
among my re- 


(Capito! 371) 


BROADCAST MUSIC, INC. 


NEW YORK e 








Music by HENRY MANNERS 
Lyrle by ROBERT SOUR 


































580 FIFTH AVENUE, NEW 
HOLLYWOOD 


GEORGE 
TOWNE 


“Lives up to 

ite title com- 
pletely. A wel- 
come addition 
to my programs.” 
(Sonora 2002) 


YORK 18 
CHICAGO 
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Oxford Music Corporation | 


~ GEORGE JOY, President 1619 Broadway New Yerk 19, N.Y 


New York: Eddie Joy, Artie Valando Chi: Ted Travers Holiywood: Bill Coty Boston: Jack Fay 
Ww . ‘ 
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On The Upbeat 


| Bill Millner has cleffed tune-title for 
lw arners 
Night” 
|} joined Tommy Pederson’s 
first tenor horn. 


New York 
Prima opens at 
hotel, N. Y.. 
weeks... 


Louis the Com- | 
tomorrow 


. Dizzy 


modore 


(Thursday) for 
Gillespie orch booked for three days | 


SIX 





at Washington’s Music Hall starting Horace pase la gy gala 2, at the Henry W. Kiel (municipal) 
Friday (18)...Duke Ellington back | OMe-"!e s , : 
in ‘com abies Mua aikentia tants ob) Harry James had a big waxing ses- | Auditorium last week resulted in 


south and midwest. Moves into the 
Paramount, N. Y., Wednesday (23) 

Formerly with Earl Hines, bass- 
ist Lucille Dixon and her Starliners 


‘sion for Columbia before teeing off | | several hundred bobby soxers being 


|} 


| Kay Starr has come out 
off and is chirping at the Morocco 


ELLINGTON SNAGGED 
ON ST. LOO BOOKING 


St. Louis, April 15. 
“Night Unto es ; ; 
Guiffre- has | Failure of the Antonelli and Nixon 
crew as'| | Presentations of Kansas City to have 
.Ike Carpenter out- | 'admish ducats on hand for the per- 
t set for month of weekends at ‘sonal appearance of Duke Ellington 


upcoming 
pic. . .Jimmy 


nis one-nite cross-country tour... ened away, the shindig a flop and 





of long lay- |ihpeats of a suit for damages, ete. 


The band coneert was to have been |, 





Cal. Bill Aims to Make Counties 
Impresarios for Operas, Dramas, Ete. 


Hollywood, April 15, 
The counties making up Cali 


fornia may, in effect, become im. 
presarios. It says so right there in 
Sacramento where a new bill put. 
ting them in show business hag been 


introduced in the State Legislature. 
Tagged Assembly Bill 987. it would 





That’s My ‘Mahzel’! 


Feist Paid $2,000 Advance on Tune 
Plaintiff Claims He Co-Authored 


April 15. 
filed 





Holly wood, 


Songwriter Sid Silverman 





current at Newark’s Three Deuces Debby Claire and five-piece combo suit in superior court here late last | add Section 4041.5a to the Political 
_.Golden Gate Quartet set for Par- making Red Feather stand Bobby followed by a dance, and when the| wee, alleging he was eased Out| Code and Section 26153 to the Gee. 
amount, N. Y., April 23 Ella Fiiz- Byrne has had option lifted for | tooters were all prepared it — an- | partnership in composing new POP/ernment Code, “relating to the 
cerald makes her New England de- | weekends at Tommy Dorsey's Casino |nounced that the absence of the | novelty, “Mahzel,” which is now] power of the boards of sasarelea 
eae Saturday (19) at-the Olde Tav- Gardens until May 11. ducats and persons to sell them had leredited to Artie Wayne and Jack | to seule einens and otha pe a 
ern club, Brookfield, Mass. . .Elliot Bill Millner has grouped new crew, |not arrived the whole thing WaS|Beekman. Feist, Inc., bought the! tainments.” 
Lawrence into Frank Dailey’s | “th Linda eed = cage Pe te- tossed into the can. |tune for publication recently, plank- | Specifically, the bill provides the 
Meadowbrook, Cedar Grove, N. 3, (oon formed <= et band The tooters waited for 30 minutes | ing down a $2,000 advance. | authorization to boards . . 
Aprii 29...Chuck Foster band closes | 80'S east in May : voe Rexn- after the dance was skedded to start,| Silverman claims he concocted | visors in counties rea 08 000. or 
at the Hotel New Yorker, N. ¥., May |™&"_ back in town after 10-week | thon repacked their instruments and |idea of tune, title and at least 16} over to furnish operas symphonies, 
14 and preems at Bill Green’s, Pitts- | Stand at Royal Hawaiian,. Honolulu. |departed. Louis Wagner, the audi-|pbars of the lyrics, with Wayne clef- | gramatic shows, concerts or other 
burgh, May 16...Orger Donley, | Jumped north oot two-monther at | torium auditor, said that John An- | fing the notes. He says Beekman, | entertainments. Additionally it ale 
Spike Jones’ bass player, and Brun- | San Francisco's Fairmont hotel -- */tonelli, one of the promoters, had | Wayne's agent, had no part in COM-|jows them to charge for the ofien. 
elda Hawkns, Detroit Symph bassist, pvebea sy ain ge bem Stan 'telegraphed that he cowd not get!position, Plaintiff asks no injunction ings, in effect, setting up a govern- 
to wed early next month. yee gay  etadia Rade Segue the ducats. Apparently, Wagner, against distribution of song, but | ment chautauqua to add to the sum. 
Hollywood Chi said he couldn’t get sellers either.| wants equal partnership in ‘profits, | mer doldrums an dother headaches 
; icago The cost of the auditorium rental, | credits on sheets, aceounting of of showmen. 

Peggy McCall, ex-Alvino Rey lark.| Sonny Dunham has prom date | $525, was paid in advance. [profits to date. Wayne vocaled the The, bill states: “Such entertai 
now slicing records for Black & | with U. of Missouri students at Co- Al Celly, Ellington's manager, de- | novelty on Hucksters label here two inant aay - sreiided by pe ye 
White as member of Elo-Quints vo- | jumbus, May 10 Tony DiPardo|clared he would sue for the guar-| months ago, and tune caught locally, | Vit, any person. firn ; I 
cat combo. ..Gene Norman, KFWB | moves into Claridge Hotel, Memphis | antee and also for damages. Elli leading to Feist buy and waxing by tion Such contract ill wens 
disk jock, will produce a jam Con- |May 9 for three weeks . Chuck |ton has appeared here before ind majors, including a cutting by Guy |i.) ane management anil sanaeal pe 
Ben 9 er tga ee ear y Baky | Foster checks into Bill Green’s) has always brought out a big mob. Lombardo ! for aici aE such performances shall be under 
- ae wea, pone Ake id pee ge -ronge Seve: A — two the supervision of the board of 

gs! \ s ; ing nd Er- supervisors. Such contracts may 


line...Anson Weeks opens season at 





















jnie Fields orchestra pair up for week | 









Songs With Largest Radio Audiences 


also provide for the reimbursement 








Lag Park, Salt Lake City, May -j aradis atre : 
= i eal ES " e were of April 11 at Paradise theatre, De- | of the county, insofar as possible 
29...Dick Baldwin, vocalist with | troit Rav Anthony bows into | ; j : 
¥ rae oe | tay / “ : out of any net profits derived there. 
Denny Beckner, will leave orch|[Lakeside Park, Denver, for two , 5 } 
when it closes at Aragon ballroom | weeks starting May 16 : two The top 30 songs of the week, based on the copyrighted Audience Cov- from by such person, firm or cor- 
shortly ...Al Killian now leading | arna; teiatle summering awav from | eTage Index Survey of Popular Music Broadcast over Radio Networks. poration.” Bill would be in effect 
combo at Billy Berg’s...Batoneer | Bob Hope show ‘bows inte Phicase | Published by the Office of Research, Inc Ag ge f Peatman, Director. me five years, under present word- 
wren waa | ore negli yew sctee cago | Survey Week eof Apri -10, 1947 ing. 
— Theatre beginning J 20 - tw 5: , Te ic 
Weeks Gi i. Williams po eee: | A Gal In Calico—it“Time, Place, Girl”.. ; ‘oon 
Pe Ww . ee : Be | Alexander's Ragtime Band.......... . Berlin 
Empire Room maestro, planed to U. : : . ” 
TOP HIT OF YESTERDAY of Wisconsin at wadinen to select | Anniversary Song—**Jolson Mtory hl 
oils queen of military ball ~~: Maton | April Showers—# Jolson Story Fae sv sam redial saWs anaes see seers 
G R E A T ) 0 Pp T L A R | Lewis, chirper, cancelled out of cur- | At Sundown—j Fabulous vec hell Pe oN eee ae Roches 
jrent College Inn show, into Rio Ca- | 1 Lave: You For Rentiments! Reasons F ist . 
Oe One Oem Ohie ame bana April 18... Earl Hines took |GUilty ..-. ce... ** aad 
over ownership and orchestra lead- | SEOUPOROME wk SS US 55-0) 0-90 s0 98 shove so cseesacers ces ie gamy e507 “d * 
in ‘hores wi ; i is KE} | How Are Things in Glocea Motra— “Finian’s Rainbow ...Crawfo1 
g chores with opening of his El F : 
Grotto nitery. i Gotta Gal I Love—t“Ladies Man”. .. 0... cece ccscas sees mh ped 
. | . Pil. Chaed Shy Met. on. ois sede vee cab " 
An All-Time Aji-Timer Pittsburgh | pe a: 8 SOP errr .. Capitol 
# | Don Bestor booked to open in- | [i’s Dreamtime Ree: OP aed, eo Pees . Santly-Joy 
THE fz | definite engagement at Club Ankara | It's the Same Old Dream ; Sinatra 
a f | on May 5. He’}l replace Jimmy Spi- ! Linda ae: 4 oes , sans .Morris 
|talny, who then goes back to Vogue | Mam’selle ...........eeee:: .Feist 
WHIFFENPOOF shi ..Art Jarrett’s band at Bill | Managua’ Nicaragua... ...0 2.508 eeeee . gone 
|Green’s had added new girl singer, | Maybe You’ Ae 2 iat. ca eeae Rad O09 2046cO RPE ed.g 00.0 .. Triangle : 
girl singe Maybe You'll Be There New York's most modern 


SONG 


(Baal Baa! Baa!) 


Words and Music by 
Minnigerode, Pomeroy and Gellowe 




















Walter Winchell Says: 
"Richard": Has « ‘Sister™ 


CLOSE THE 
DOOR DORA! 


UNUSUAL NOVELTY HIT! 
BY: CLARENCE GASKILL 


Copies Available 
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Mel Carter, from’ Youngstown, O... | Midnight Masquerade ......... 


| Midnight Masquerade 
Meade Lux Lewis moves to Club 413 | | My Adobe Hacienda ... 











PAULL-PIONEER 
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when he closes four-week stay at | My Heart Goes Crazy—i"I My Heart Goes Crazy” osc ot ts sae you! The latest in photo- 
ge to Music Bar on Saturday (19) | My Number One Dream Come True.......... .. .Melrose graphic equipment... in- 
-.-New Joe Negri Trio at Holly-| My Pretty Girl .. Leet dks a db aehtutece tek oh ...Republic luding th rob . 
wood Show Bar consists of Joe on | (There Is) No Greater Love. eee, Ar re .. World cu ing ine new siro Oscope 
guitar, his brother Bob on piano and | Roses In the Rain ..........c00 cece cecceunceeeeecees: .. Barton lights that stop action at 
Johnny Vance on _bass...Phil| That's Where I Came In ........ 6... 0.05 ceegeees . Robbins 1/5000th of a second! Spa- 
Soak decor, _~  aeanidkia pcomggal oe “4 ren oo —" poneargg arene. di Ma sence SS rule nount cious studio...large sates 
r run... nat Am onna De »0ut You?— adies Man”.... ..Parat . 
Harry Cool orch follows Art Jarrett | You Can't See the Sun When You're Crying............. 6.5. Simon unusual props and settings. 
into Bill Green's on Friday (18)... | You'll Know When It Happens.................... .. Bourne Write, Wire er Phone for an 
Seas Wee Lewis band, with Lorna | Appointment TODAY! 
oone on the vocals, into newly re- | lel ; . } seek i 
opened Don Metz’ Chul Gnsine ja} PFs Sacre. 20 songs of the week, from the copyrighted ACI MicFARLAND 
Oakland. ; -Len Litman, who OWES | A Ghnday Kind Of LOVE. .ociccci.cccccocowecceccoccetescods Deter Mouries STUDIO OF CREATIVE PHOTOGRAPHY 
Mercur Music Bar, promoting Art EODIE RAY, Studie Director 
é ; pt rrr arr er errr reer? ie est T. B. Harms 
Tatum concerts here and in Altoona | : 846 7th Ave., New York + Ci 6-9018 
‘ Pee Ti ee SN obs coe Maes 68000 os 06 eee ee .Marks 
and Youngstown, O...Deno Belli on | . ir 
wo ; CE UN a a: ewe “be RWR edesewd ov Ese ...Shapiro-B 
accordion has joined Herman Mid- Eso d I—i"E d ral Miller — SS 
dleman band at Carousel, replacing 2g and I— ge an ree ee eee vssees ++esMillle 
Guitarist Jow Mani Girl That I Marry— ““Annie Get Your Gun” ‘ixtat ocean Berlin ° 
: wide B84 I Believe—i"It Happened in Brooklyn”... . Sinatra Linda: 
Dallas I Can't Believe It Was All Make-Believe. . 1es Ve 
Stan Kenton band booked into | 1 Tipped My Hat and Slowly Rode Away ... Robbins ul ° 
Plantation here for a night dance |I Want _To Thank Your Folks................ . .Oxtord If ! had my life to 
session. Also set following for two|It Takes Time ..... ........... Se Peet ore .London . Tae 1 
| dances at the Texas A&M. Tommy | Mahzel (Means Good Luck) Fe Eee ..-Feist live over” | d spend it 
| Reed orch are booked for a week Oh, But I Do—7“Time, Place, Girl” err ...Witmark . 
| into the Plantation and will be fol- | Old Devil Moon—*"Finian’s Rainbow”.............. .. Crawford liste ning to BUDDY 
| lowed for a ca stay by Alvino} Sonata ............... Ks 6 086 CUO TREE D0» es 90 .. Oxford ‘ : ss 
| Ray crew. Tite Adoighus hotel | This is the Night. .......ccccccccvcccvcciocs. . Jefferson CLARK S Columbia Rec 
Century room will inaugurate a new | Too Many Times peo A ae ee © xs . Advanced 
| policy for the spring and summer | When Am I Gonna Kiss You ‘Good Morning. . .Martin ord number 37302. 
season by closing Sunday. . ST WON: ITD TUE so '6'o' os « Kote bs 6acedets sens neva wean Remick 
session will be held each Sunday | Zip-a-Dee-Doo-Dah—?‘ ‘Song of BOGE vans ca cameardes . Santly-Joy Dinah 


afternoon by the Hollywood All| —— 


' Stars at Bill Martin’s Supper Club. | + Filmusical. * Legit Musical. 





_,.Shapiro-B 
. Southern 


studio is now available 
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HE INTRODUCED IT! 


(On Mercury Record #5007) 





6533 Hollywood Bivd. 
CALIF. 
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singing 





NOW LISTEN TO HIS COAST-TO-COAST BROADCAST 


FRANKIE LAINE 


THAT'S MY DESIRE 


© Wetch tor All the IMPORTANT RECORD and TRANSCRIPTION Releases © 


MILLS MUSIC, Inc., 1619 Broadway, New York 19, W. Y. 
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AMERICA’S NEXT BIG BALLAD HIT! 


(All Material Available) 





64 E. Jackson Bivd. 
CHICAGO 4, ILL. 
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This Score Has E EVERYTHING!!! 


Lyrics by JOHNNY BURKE Music by JAMES VAN HEUSEN 





































































KA. +4 “Reel! Square Dance 


COUNTRY 5 


(SQUARE_DANCE) 
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Joan Caulpield Bing Cosh Bang Fityprald 


BURKE 4nD VAN HEUSEN, INC. 


Chicago MUSIC PUBLISHERS 
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af ORCHESTRAS-MUSIC 


5 
VARIETY 


Wednesday, April 16, 1947 





Inside Stuff—Orchestras-Music 


Names of 10 student winners of the Tanglewood music scholarships 
offered by the Boston Symphony and its ABC network sponsor, the John 
Hancock Mutual Life Insurance Co., were announced last night (15) on 


the orch’s next to last concert of the season under John Hancock's banner. 
Six of the winners announced by Dr. Serge Koussevitzky, symphony 
conductor. are young’ instrumentalists; two are composers and two 
singers. They'll get tuition and expenses for two months’ study at the 
Berkshire Music Center in Massachusetts starting June 30. More than 
1,000 students submitted entries in the competition. 

Six instrumentalists chosen were: Maricarol Hanson, 2%, pianist, Minne- 
avolis: Lois Schaefer, 23. flutist, Olympia, Wash.: Kermit D. Moore, 19, 
cellist. Akron: Norman Carol, 18. violinist, Philadelphia; Seymour Lipkin, 
20, Detroit (who has Detroit Symphony 
Philadelphia Opera 25, trumpeter, Bertha 
Min 
"Othe win 
Playman, 25, 

C 


Mass., lyric 


been a guest uctor of the 


Co.) and Adolpn S Herseth 


con 


19 Alex 
composers: Adele 
Kimes, 25, Nokomis, 


andria. Va., 
Addison, 21 


Iil., 


ere Russell Smith, and 
Minneapolis, both 


and Stanley 


ners W 


bass 


soprana, 


‘Bless This House,” 
by Decca with Irving Berlin's 
being the semi-official theme 
and Jews. “House” is a big 
thought both a natural coupling. 


song of tne Prudential 
“Help Me to Help My Neighbors,’ 
of the National Conference of 
religious hit, hence the record 
Kenny Baker did both. 


theme Hour. IS Del 


the 
Christians 
company 


Spike Jones grchestra -is being offered to Philly radio stations for guest 


shots at straight union scal® as a means of giving the outfit publicity 
buildups in connection with its one-nighters in the area next month, Offer 
is being made by Dan Hollywood of General Artists in a round-robin 


letter to program directors of the local outlets 

Two maestros getting nostalgic kudos ‘this week. Dick Gasparre’s fifth 
year at the Monte Carlo. class N. Y. nitery, being feted today (Wednes- 
day) and last night (15) marked Emil Coleman's 30th year as a band- | 
leader. The Waldorf-Astoria where he is currently did it fancily with | 
press interviews ‘n’ everything. e 

Black and White Records is subtly campaigning to get its “I Gave Her | 


a Gorgeous Gruen” officially banned on the air. Since banning is virtually 


certain to create a demand for the risque platter. B & W regard step as 
best possible publicity stunt for setting sales. Diskery execs have hit a 
soft spot though as there isn't a jockey around who will air the ditty so 
that it can be banned. a 





and |} 


Gordon | 
l, Springfield, | 


ne backed | 
latte: 


|} when he opens in Buffalo, 


ic omprising 
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THIS IS THE TRUTH 
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FORSTER MUSIC PUBLISHER, INC. 


, CHICAGO G4, ILL. 


2165S. WABASH AVE. 


O'Connor 


10 Best Sheet Sellers 


Week Ending April 12 


Anniversary Song.........Mood 
Lind’. .... -0saenchec cere 
Heartaches ........ seoses Leeds 
Managua Nicaragua......=ncore 
It's a Good Day....... . .Capitol 
Mam 'selle. os i602 is 6800 0 a Oe 
Glocea Morra..... ....Crawford 
Pil Close My Eyes...... Maurice 
You Can't See Sun........ Simon 
Second 10 
Bless You .Shapiro-B 
April Showers .. Witmark 
My Adobe Hacienda Peer 
Ege and I ; Mille: 
Life to Live Over .. General 
Ww oming Sec eeeseveccoses Fei t 
ee | a ee Barton 
What Gonna Do ....Famous 
Thank Your Folks Oxford 
RE Sr After Time London 


-—— ~~ 


Whiteman Opens Series 
Of One-Niters in Buffalo 


Paul White 


spring concert 








“man orchestra hits the 
trail Friday (18), 
first of 14 
eight states. 
musicians’ and 


one-nignters covering 


60 


Altoona and Harrisburg. 


Mills’ Birmingham Trek 


Jack Mills, prexy of Mills Music 
leaves New York today (Wednes- 
day) to attend the Southern regional 
meeting of the Music Educators’ Na- 
tional Conference which starts a 
four-day huddle in Birmingham to- 
morrow (16). He'll be accompanied 


by Mills’ 
Ecoff. 

Reflecting greater interest of pop 
publishers in educational mu- 
the convention is expected to 

heads of other publishers as 

Following the conclave Mills 
New Orleans on a busi- 
In all he expects to be 
two weeks. 


general sales manager Jack 


music 
sic 
draw 
well 
will 


ness 


go to 
trip. 


away for 








| Jocks, Jukes 


1} Continued from page 36 


Thev're both nice tunes and 
tough to pick one side over the 
other, but just as a guess, we'll name 
“Rainbow.” 
Billy Butterfield comes 
with the instrumental highlight of 
the week with his accomplished 
trumpeting in “Stella By 
This Victor Young-Ned Washington 
number is based on a theme from 
“The Uninvited” film. It’s a pretty 
thing, and Butterfield’s playing 
makes it sound even prettier. The 
backing is the more conventional 
“Maybe You'll Be There,” which Pat 
sings nicely. 
Albums 

are a few albums 
releases which should 
of interest to the jocks. 
Capitol’s “Music Out of the Moon,’ 
a compendium of six sides in which 
the theremin provides the predomi- 
nant mood. It may give you some 
idea if we compare them to the sort 
of ethereal stuff played in pix like | 
“Spellbound” and “The Lost Week- 
end,” 

Sonora’s “Carnegie Hall” album is 
a batch of the things from the “C. 
H.” picture. They're played by a 
good band under D’Artega, who 
portrays Tschaikowsky in the pic. 





it’s 


through 


There 


the latest be 


latively. 


Ramon Littee’s set of ‘“Tangos” 
(Coda) is very worthwhile for 
jock on the hunt for 


Latin-American items. 


some stylish 














Bands at Hotel B 0.’s 


Lovers 


Totai 
Bana Hotel | Taree Wns n Den 
Emil Coleman*,.. Waldorf (400; $2)......... bocsesas ae 2,590 64 618 
Frartkie Carle....Pennsylvania (500; $1-$1.50)...... co 2,235 19.385 
Chuck Foster*....New Yorker (400; $1-$1.50). e+ US 1,460 22 160 
Lawrence Welk., .Roosevelt (400; $1.50-$2)............ 8 1,470 4.193 
Jack Edwards... Commodore (400; $1-$1.50).......... 4 690 3.590 
Johnny Pineapple Lexington (300; $1-$1.50).. . 22 965 22 115 





* Indicates Floor Show at Waldorf with Tito Guizar, 


Fred & Elaine 
Barry; Ice Revue at New Yorker 





Chicago 


Herbie Fields (College Inn, Sherman: 900; $2-$3.50 min.). Fielde’ expert 
saxing is apparently catching on with boost to 4,500 . 
Stephen Kisley (Marine Room, Edgewater; 700; $1.50-$2.50 min.). With 

Lenten edge off biz picked up to hearty 4,000. 

Don MeGrane (‘Boulevard Room, Stevens; 550; $3.50 min.). Falling 
slightly from last week's tepid showing to 3,100 

Ramon Ramos (Mayfair Room, Blackstone; 350; $2.50-$3.50 min.). Perma. 


y fast 


| improvement from last 


vocal- | 


lists, Whiteman’s unit will feature an 
all-Gershwin program For dura 
tion of tow Whiteman will fulfill 
itwo ra@fo stints on the ABC nets 
via one out-of-town pickup and an- | 
lother one-night hop back to the) 
N. Y. studios 

Itinerary includes Buffalo, Colum- 
bus, Cincinnati, Louisville, St. Louis, 
| Des Moines, Minneapolis, Davenport, 
| Peoria, South Bend, Dayton, Pitts- 
[Dura 


| Comprising three sax, 


Starlight.” | 


among | 


One is} 


; smaller 


| 


Some of the soloists perform super- | 


any | 





MURRAY BAKER 
SUGGESTS FOR YOUR PROGRAM 





THE MOOD 
FOR LOVE 


Music by... 
JIMMY McHUGH 


| ROBBINS 











nent Morton Downey 
with lift 1,800 


Joseph Sudy (Walnut Room 


replacement harpist, Robert Maxwell, is catching on 


to 
Bismarck: 465; $2-$2.50 min.). 
week's Easter holiday to 3.400, 


Sho ving some 


Los Angeles 
900: $1-$1.50) Easter week proved no 
but this ever-green spot chalked up golid 


Freddy Martin (Ambassador: 
great boon anywhere in town, 
2.400 tabs 

Russ Morgan (Biltmore 


900; $1-$1.50). Unseasonable warmth kept ’ 
from the deep-downtow! 


and fact felt keenly here; 1,800 covers 


Location Jobs, Not in Hotels 


(Chicago) 
$3.50 min.). 


em 
ykay, 


Don Davis (Chez Paree 
capacity business with 


650: 


New Lena Horne stanza doing 
6,000. 


Sol Klein (Latin Quarter; 700; $2.50 min.). Holding steadily to 3.700. 

Phil Levant (Blackhawk: 500: $2.50 min. Sat.) Phil Levant rolled in 
April 9, replacing Russ Carlyle who left preceding day, boosting biz to 
smart 4,000 

Buddy Moreno (Aragon; $0.90-$1.15 adm.). Showed nice return from 
Holy Week sluff off to 18,500 


Art Kassell (Trianon; $0.90-$1.15). poe prime pickup with lift to 16,500. 


(Los ; Anaetes; 


Denny Beckner (Aragon, B, Ocean Park, 7th wk). Heat drove terp 
addicts beachward: stout 6,000 customers? » 
Les Brown (Palladium, B, Hollywood, 4th wk). TWacklustre 14,000 ad- 


missions. 
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BREAKING FAST 
FOR A HIT! 


: Band Review 

















BILL COOPER ORCH (7 
With Christine Scott The Only Pop Song in the Boris 
Essex House, N. Y. Morros-Wm. Le Baron Federal Films oe 
Previously at the nearby Tavern- Production ‘Carnegie Hall.” | 
on-the-Green and the Claremont Inn i 
with @ small combo, Bill Cooper has 5 
slightly augmented his original outfit j 
for his current stand at the Essex q 
House’s sidewalk level Casino-on- ¢ 
the-Park. Band’s subdued arrange- : 
ments are in keeping with the atmos- 3 
phere of this deep-carpeted room, : 
chiefly frequented by “the conserva- 


tive college 

Formerly featured saxist 
men Cavallaro and Al 
Cooper is a personable 
fronts the band well. Has a pleasing 
tenor which-he uses to advantage on 
such tunes as “I Know It’s Love” and 
“Two Hearts.” the latter in German. 
three rhythm 
anda trumpet, outfit is vaguely rem- 
iniscent of Cavallaro’s style. 

Pat Dixon’s pianistics are cut in for 
nice effect on most numbers, while 
saxman Al Formachella’s occasional 
violining adds to the general sweet~ 


set. 

with Car- 
Donahue, 
leader who 


ae <2 Deist ine 


1619 Broadway * New York, N.Y. 
HARRY LINK, Gen. Prof. Mgr. 
GEORGE DALIN, Prof. Mgr. 








ness. Johnny Shanahan’s skinbeating = 

also blends in nicely. in i 
Christine Scott, brunet chirper, Sung by Deanna Durbin in 

who's been around at the smaller a au“ 

N. Y. hotels, may have a good voice | LL BE YOURS 

but a faulty p.a. system prevented 


a an 
DREAMTIME 


SANTLY-JOY, Inc. 


TOMMY VALANDO 
Gen. Prof. Mgr. 


all but a few from hearing her pipes. 


L’ville Symph Seeks | 
150G ‘Progress’ Fund 


Louisville, April 15. 
Louisville Philharmonic Society 
has launched a Progress Fund Drive 
| for $150,000, intended to finance for 
;one year a 40-piece, fulltime pro- 
fessional orch which will tour the 
communities of Kentucky, 

Southern Indiana and Tennessee 
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VICTOR RECORDING ORCHESTRA 
CURRENTLY 
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NEW MEMBER DECCA 
MILLION RECORD CLUB 

















PPD 


PO te nnn 
Sy 


eg 


HITS A NEW HIGH 
ON DECCA RECORDS! 


<i i: ee aad Carmen Cavallaro joins Decca ‘1,000,000 Club’! 
Over 1,000,000 records of “Polonnaise” sold 


so far! Currently selling over $0,000 a month! 










= Decca congratulates Carmen on joining 


fellow members Bing Crosby, the Andrews 


Sisters, the Mills Brothers, Ella Fitzgerald, the 


Ink Spots, Dick Haymes and Louis Jordan. 





rea cect 


Like other best sellers, Carmen Cavallaro is 
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Phillips 


Lawrence Phillips, executive vee- 


pee of USO-Camp Shows since its 
inception has resigned to become 
management consultant for DuMont 
television. Phillips will contfhue to 
devote part of his time to the soldier 
outfit until its dissolution Dec. 31. 


Phillips organized the live enter- | 
; Sammy’s Bowery Follies on N. Y.’s | 


tainment 
Committee 


program of the Citizens 
for the Army and Navy 


in April, 1941, and became execu- 
tive veepee of USO-Camp Shows 
when the Citizens Committee | 
merged into the USO group. He's 
been instrumental in organizing up- 
wards of 400,000 entertainment 


units since he started. 

Phillips will double between the 
DuMont’s Passaic plant and their 
N. Y. executive offices and will de- 
vote a few hours each day to Camp 
Shows affairs. 


JESSICA DRAGONETTE’S $3,500 

Jessica Dragonette, for many years 
featured singer with the Cities Serv- 
ice air show, is being submitted for 
vaude by General Artists Corp. 
Asking price is $3,500. 


pes 











And the 
GLENN MILLER 
ORCHESTRA 
Currently 
ORIENTAL 


THEATRE 
CHICAGO 
(Two Weeks) 


Management 
DON W. HAYNES 


Booked by 


‘HARRY A. ROMM 
38 E. 57th St... New York, NY 





to Handle USO-Camp Shows 
On Part Time Basis; Joins Du Mont 





| to Bowery unfortunates, poorer than 





‘Bowery Follies’ Sammy 
Buries Former Pianist 


Frank Gerard, 65, 
performer and recently 





vaude | 
at | 


former 
pianist 


Bowery, died last week. Remains | 
i had lain in the city morgue un- 
claimed and was about to be sent to 
Potter’s Field for burial Monday 
(14) when his boss, Sammy Fuchs, 
heard about it via the Bowery 
grapevine and took it from there. | 


He’s not only lifting the tab for the 
funeral, but also for a Requiem 


Mass and burial plot at Calvary 
Cemetery. 

Gerard had been pianist at the 
Bowery bistro for past three years. 


income he is reputed 
most of his earnings 


Despite steady 
to have given 


himself. No one had known Gerard 
was ill, according to Fuchs and his 
co-workers at the Follies. He had 
asked for a three weeks leave of ab- 
sence and it was figured he was go- 
ing on a vacation. 

In palmier days Gerard had 
played for many years in vaude in 
what was termed in that era a 
“piano act,” wherein he sang topi- 
cal songs of his own composition 
along with pop numbers. It is said 
he had been frugal in those -days 
but outlived his nest egg and re- 
turned to performing at the Bowery 
Follies. 


Walker Heads Gagmen 


Special Material Writers Guild, 
Inc., organization of gag and ma- 
terial writers, named Allan Walker 
as its first president. Other officers 
elected are Al Siegal, veepee; Al 
Sproul, secretary, and Marty Roth, 
treasurer. 

Board of directors will consist of 
Abner Silver, Julie Oshins, Siegal, 
Bobby Kroll, Buddy Arnold, Ken 
Hecht and Cy Baron. Max Weisman 
was appointed counsel for the group. 











De Marcos Set for N. Y. 
Plaza’s Persian Room 
De Marcos start at the Persian 
room of the Plaza hotel, N. Y., May 


1, succeeding Hildegarde, who 
started a record-breaking run at that 
spot Nov. 7, 


Hildegarde goes into the Statler 
hotel, Washington, May 5 with Hal 
Kanner’s orch. The Kanner band 
backed Hildegarde throughout her 
Plaza run. 








N.Y. Palace Revives Vaude | 
To Bally Pic, but It’s Only 
Weak Echo of Palmy Days 


The Palace theatre, N. Y., one- 
time shrine of vaudeville’s top per- 
formers, and the ultimate aim of 
every performer, revived vaude for 
a single day Wednesday (9) as part 
of the exploitation for the RKO re- 
lease, “Trail Street.” 

It would have been better to let 
the hallowed memories of the old 
Palace remain undisturbed. It wasn’t 
the type of show that would have 
been put on by John J. Murdock, 
John Ford, George Godfrey, Charles 
Freeman or Billy Diamond, who 
painstakingly fed the old Palace 
such namgs as Jolson, Cantor, Bert 
Williams, Nora Bayes and other 
truly great performers. 

Instead, the house got a hurried 
bill made up of performers current 
at Bill Hardey’s Gay Nineties, an 
eastside bdite playing oldtimer 
shows. It was a saloon show not 
suitable for transplanting to vaude, 
especially in the Palace. There 
wasn’t much that could be done by 
Billy Jackson, vet vaude booker, 
who set the layout. He got the call 
from the RKO film exploitation de- 
partment last Monday (7) and 
booked the Hardey gang the same 
day on an extremely limited budget. 

Show was a succession of singers 
working on a crowded stage. Some 
were good—others nsg. Among 
them were performers who worked 
that house under the old regime. 
Billy Lorraine, Harry Donnelly, 
Jack Ryan, Ethel Gilbert and Jim 
Phillips. Most of them were part of 
teams. For example Lorraine part- 
nered with George Burns (& Allen). 
Miss Gilbert worked with Solly 











Over a Year of Consecutive Bookings! 


America's Most Versatile Dance Orchestra 


BILL BARDO 


And His Music 


Just Concluded: 
12 Weeks at the 
COMMODORE PERRY HOTEL, TOLEDO 
Followed by MUEHLBACH HOTEL, Kansas City 


CURRENTLY 


CLARIDGE HOTEL, Memphis 











Baliroom, St. Louis 
(return engagement) 
City @ 


Ciaridge Hotel, Memphis (indef.) 


PL. 5-5572 





Week April 2i—Lake Hotel, Gary © Starting April 28—Tunetown 
© Starting May 10—Cotton Carnival, Memphis 

© May 30 thru Sept. 7—Hotel Utah, Salt Lake 
Followed by a return engagement at the Commodore Perry 
Hotel, Toledo, thru New Years, 1948 © And Return engagements in 
January, 1948, at Muehibach Hotel, Kansas City and February, 1948, 


COUNT ‘EM UP BOYS 


THAT'S SOLID BOOKING 


Exclusive Management 


ASSOCIATED BOOKING CORP. 
JOE GLASER, Pres. 
745 Fifth Ave., New York 22 





54 W. Randolph St. 
Chicago 








| changed since the old days and most 


Ward, and Ryan was part of Ryan 
& Tierney. we 


However, the vaude pace has 


of the Hardey crew haven't kept up 


with it. With an all-vocal program 
there wasn’t any variety and the 
profusion of vocalists that ordi- 


narily enhance things at the Hardey 
boite couldn’t produce the nostalgic 
air that was hoped for. 


In keeping with the pic’s atmos- 
phere, the performers wore cowboy 
garb in which,none of the per- 
formers felt comfortable. 


“Trail Street” brought in a lot of 
juve trade, who, of course, couldn’t 
appreciate the atmosphere of the old 
Palace. Frankie Wheeler, in the 
emcee spot. became offensive with 
profuse profanity. 

Withal, the Palace theatre showed 
it can handle stageshows. Changes 
haven't affected the house acoustics. 
Many working far from the mike 
could be heard in the far reaches. 
|The theatre still retains its intimate 
| quality and, but for the high price 
| of top shows today, the Palace could 
still make an artistic go of flesh 
shows. But, with 1,700 seats, high 





costs of putting on _  stageshows 
couldn't be retrieved. 

Wednesday's two shows were the 
first to be put on since October, 1935. | 
It would have been better to retain 


the. old illusions. Jose. | 


Variety Club To Fete Chi’s 








Ex-Mayor for War Work 


Chicago, April 15. 
George Jessel will 


to ex-Mayor and Mrs. Edward J. 
|} Kelly for superlative job they did 
in bringing best of showbusiness to 
Windy City’s service men's and 
| women’s centers during war years. 
Affair staged by the Chicago Variety 
Club tent will be held in the Hotel 
Continental April 28. 

Committee headed by Jack Rose, 
Chief Barker, has literally every top 


be present at affair. 
committee includes: John Balaban, 
|of Balabanm & Katz; Jimmy Coston, 
| of Warner Bros. theatres; Bill Hunt, 


i emcee most |} 
| elaborate banquet that Chi has seen | 
since pre-war days in paying homage | 


show name in Chicago pledged to | 
Balance of | 





of Variery; Thomas Flannery, of 
Whiteway Signs; Jack Kirsch, of 
Allied theatres and Eddy Silverman, 





i 
' * 
| of Essaness theatres. 


Delfont Seeks Princes, 
London, for Vaudeville 


London, April 15. 
Due to the success of spasmodic 
vaude seasons in the West End, 
Bernard Delfont is dickering with 
Firth Shephard to lease the Princes 
theatre as a permanent West End 
vaude house. If the deal falls 


through, he will use his own Saville 
theatre for that purpose. 

Currently negotiating for a vast 
importation of American stars, Del- 
font has already pooked Jackie 
Coogan whose act will include Ann 
McCormack (Mrs. Coogan) and Wil- 
liam H. Taft. Other U. S. talent that 
may come to Britain are Gloria 
Jean, Peggy Ryan, Virginia O’Brien, 
Ink Spots, Jimmy Durante and 
Martha Raye. Season is slated to 
start either the end of May or early 
in June. 


Laurel & Hardy Being 
Pacted for Paris Vauders 
Laurel and Hardy, comics cur- 

rently touring England, may play 

the Cirque d’Hiver, Paris. Under- 


stood salary will be $10,000 weekly, 
but hitch is guarantee of remitting 
50% of their salary to the United 
States. 

There's also the possibility that 
they'll play the Lido In Paris. 


Saranac Lake 


By Happy Benway 
Saranac Lake, N. Y., April 15. 


The Easter holiday handed many 
of the shutins a thrill and a bit of 
real happiness. It was open house 
all day, with a special picture show, 
and a few of the strictly in-bed 

tients were allowed up for an en- 
oyable repast, which all enjoyed 
immensely. 

Dr. William Stern, Rogers medico, 
left for St. Petersburg, Fla., for a 
month’s vacation. 


Dorothy Martin and Ivy Ritchie, 
who made the grade here, have gone 
back to respective homes and plan 
to resume work. 


Earl Larrimore, who vacashed here 
and made things pleasant for many 
of the patients, now touring in “The 
Iceman Cometh.” 


Holiday visitors were numerous, 
among them Ernie Benedict and Ju- 
lius Cook, who came ia from Ho- 
ansburg to chat with Princess Elda 

enedict, who has been upped for 
all occasions; bandleader ichard 
Menin was visited by his family, 
Charles Kaufhold had a visit from 
his frau, and William Lalis had a 
surprise call from relatives. 

Ben Schaffer, Sam Schulman and 
Oscar Price out of the san and hav- 
ing a holiday in the downtown 
colony. 

Madam Luzan Riane, former legit 
instructor, who is doing nicely at 
the tay — over BZ 
in a -minute rench-langua 
rogram sponsored by the lool 
tudy & Craft Guild. 

Sam (RKO) Lefko, who staged a 
~ 4 recupe progress record, appoint- 
ed house mailman and wntown 
shopper for the shutins. 

Among the IATSE lads check 
out of the infirmary department an 
upped for meals are Dom Sea 
John Binkley and William (Whitey) 
Mathews. 

Fanny Montana planed in from 
N. Y. to visit her brother, Dr. Fran- 
cis Montana. 


Write to those whe are ill 









JOHNSON 


New York Rep.: EDDIE SMITH AGENCY 








A.C. Bistros Tuning 
Up for Boff Season 


Atlantic City, April 15. 

As an indication that they are 
banking on a big season, night clubs 
are booking in floorshows and open. 
ing earlier than ever this year. Bi 
convention biz due from now until 
, the middle of June should help takes 
' plenty. 

Babettes, one of the oldest niteries 
here, booked in a over 
the past weekend. With a policy’ of 
no cover or minimum the plans are 
to better shows as seasonal business 
picks up. Featured now are Gloria 
Wallis, Vivian Francis and Bernice 
Claire with Benny Morris band 

Club Nomad reopened Monday 
(14) with Steve Gibson and the Red 
Caps and Roy Branker. The Pad. 
dock brought in a floor show with 
Lou King and the Willie Dennis 
band. 

Casinos and gaming rooms will be 
definitely out again this season, 

Steel Pier opened Easter and will 
be open weekends with five acts of 
vaudeville and name bands in the 
baliroom until regular season gets 


floorshow 


under way. 








STEVE EVANS 


Offering 
HAPPY TIMES & JOLLY MOMENTS 


Opening, May Ist 
HIPPODROME, BALTIMORE 
OIR.: MATTY ROSEN 


HELENE and HOWARD 


"Comedy Dance Antics’ 


Currenily 
ORIENTAL, CHICAGO 
(2 WEEKS) 


Dir.: MATTY ROSEN 





——— 


THERE'S ONLY ONE 


FRANCES 
FAYE 


Currently Featured ai the 


ROOSEVELT HOTEL 
NEW ORLEANS, 1.4. 





Direction: M.C.A. 





Boch to Boogie 
Marimbist 


GEORGE 


VEST 


Chicago Rep.: PHIL TYRRELL 


—————— 








— 








CHESTER 





SOCIETY'S FAVORITE JUGGLING HUMORIST 
‘Corrently Appearing 


COTILLION ROOM, Hotel Pierre, New York 


Thanks to HARRY KILBY and CHARLES READER 
DIR.: GENERAL ARTISTS CORPORATION 


DOLPHIN 
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ni centers. Get Back Into Paris Cole Trio's Coast Sum Agents Hope Benny N.Y. Roxy T 
‘ ’ 
1g ée per Ud. Cole Trio’s Coast Summer gen s ope nny $ IN.1. Oxy e 
Hollywood, April 16. 
e e « King Cole Trio will spend summer es ° 
ough on Snort-Lime Policy s:,cis.ce".c%8.<s* Lure Other Pix, Radio Names to Vauders 
yn b | stint at Bocage nitery here on June 9 
3, at $3,000 weekly guarantee and 
. Paris, April 5. tures and stage. Olivier Devalde, | 50-50 split of receipts over $5,000, . ¢ Talent agencies are relying upon a 
: Resumption, though on a limited | erste Montel (former actress), | and then starts Coast-length trek of ° ° |super-gross for the Jack Benny en- ' 
a scale, of international travel is giv- pooner Dorisse, recently in U. S.,| one niters for which manager Carlos Buddy Howe Switching gagement at the Roxy theatre, N. Y., 
8 ing the tenpercenters here a chance ~ bah eee activity. Last Gastel is asking $1,500 per against Starting May 22 for two weeks, to it 
Bia to get back in their stride. Felix os on ord ~~. but not least, is| customary 60% privilege. To N y FB A enc give terrific inipetus to personal ap- i) 
i : + oe ner | veteran Be e . s] ; i , g y arance ilm ‘adi if 
nil 4 Marouani, Emile Audiffred partner, | porn age Bs nh erg od her Geek | The Cole crew is committed to | Sone pearances by top film and radio : 
ak is just back from U. S. where he | or ‘ SP , ng three years in| Paramount for a picture shot, and| Buddy Howe, of the Chicago of-|names. Benny has been set at the i} 
. shepherded Tino, Rossi. His brother | vetting, | os ements en She's | huddles now are on for threesome fice of General Artists Corp., is slated | record-breaking contract calling for 
Daniel, in Nice, handles the Riviera ee onal _ Som tee, _back though | to discharge this chore during a/|for transfer to the New York cafe ,$40,000 weekly plus a split over 
ries casinos and niteries bookings _ tormer secretary, Mme Yvonne | hiatus in one-nite schedule. ; department He'll be succeeded by | gross of $135,000 
dhe! G ree Leroy also back Irom Richard, who during ner absence | ~ a Johnny King ho recently resigned Should Benny hit the jackpot with 
yeorge se » Gis ‘ ArUl we into ; - ¢ | ~ 
y of 5 ; : vent into business on her own.} ifrom Frederick Bros. Chi gency. a take that will bring h 
1 S booked for a long engagement |» "ae é tee : os. heer : Ses ~ a ‘2 rs 
are . 5.» wort tate i: 1947 of the Together they handle the pick of Howe was formerly of the act | $75,000 more fe dina oh e 
ness there oe ; oor hig Peer j}the business. Some agents, like Oli- | a eS 'Carroll & Howe His wife. Jean ifigured that othe op stars w oy 
“ + »} ac aa a IS GUCK . : ° sty 
orla Frenen pe er a th t in Londen vier, are acting on the personal ae iCarroll is currently doing a single pt eé vaude ute 
nice Dudule, curt! +h 7 4 * ro nap management system with a_ very i GAC'’s N Y. cafe dept ol Agencies point side 
{ y owns 1e@ ‘act In partnersnip | jy; ju, “ ~ eae : d i a upo! 
a ae Grade of London limited number of stars like Mar- . Howe's arrival will total three staf aed . personal atisl vl of 
\day with Lev Bees nah” die ” lene Dietrich and Jean Gabin 00 ee én 17 fers Harry Kilby heads the nitery yreaking records, many top names 
Red Leroy compiains R ia My iiculties A revision of the agents regula- sector with George Burke assisting. needa the extra money to be made on 
Pad« in importing ei . — = tions is due in May, and until then | pe rsonals to take care of taxes ete. 
with many. Apart from oa ae aries | agencies can only operate on what| Nitery biz pickup over the past Pitch that agencies are throwing 
nnis when translated - European igures, |!amounts to a short time policy. For | weekend, the first two-day stretch Shar shooters Cleared at the acts centers around the fact 
agent besides prov iding transporta- the present, no agency is producing | of warm weather on a Saturday and D that most top names in films started 
il be tion has %o take care of Equity | shows for tours abroad as was done | Sunday, has heartened cafe owners | | A id 1Sh . on standard studio contracts when 
“eS rhic ° ‘Onsid- - ' hev : 
guarantee, which adds to a consi | before the war by firms like Rotten- | to the extent that they’re relying | n CCl enta ooting they were making nominal sums. By 
erable adv ance payment when book- | bourg and Goldin, except Matt Duf-|0n the summer vacation trade to | ee ° the time those pacts ran out or were 
will ing even a line of girls. Also local | fin for the Army clubs in Germany. | boost nitery biz ‘into the profit cols | Of Musician In Mpls. adjusted upwards, the war and sub- 
ts of unions don't feel that they care for | a umn. Both Broadway and eastside | sa sequentiy high taxes in the upper 
the opposition of too many acts, mean- spots had the biggest weekend of the Minneapolis, April 15 brackets eliminated any chance of 
gets ing that they give the green light | W h H ] W ld year, much of it out-of-town trade County. attorney’s office here ithe to put away sufficient dough 
j only for acts of international rep, | as ° oteis ou |lured in by the balmy climate cleared the Shooting Johnsons of for a rainy day 
— with corresponding salaries. L Li ° Cafe operaters declare this indi- | criminal responsibility in the death Prime example of this is Frank 
Tavel agency, with which Matt ose iquor ermits |cates a good summer season. Now | of Curtis Erickson, 23-year-old mu- |Sinatra who despite fabulous earn- 


| that travel is considerably easier, 
many out-of-towners unable to visit 
New York during the war years will | show at the local Auditorium. One 
| be coming in, Again, a greater num-|of thei astray and 
Mayflower, Willard, Carlton, Hay- | ber of conventions including the |struck him above the heart as he 
Adams, Lee-Sheraton and _ other | American Legion confab to be held |sat in the pit, a member of the 
hotels would be among the spots los- | in August, will be instrumental in | show’s orchestra 
ing their liquor licenses under a bill | boosting takes. Nick Kahler, producer of the show, 


Duffin is tying up (he produces 
shows for German tours at Army’s 
request) has Nordic bookings served 
up. Tavel, who is a Swiss, managed, 
though with difficulty, to carry on 
business during occupation. He has 
Edith Piaf and her Nine Copanions 
de la Chanson playing Oslo in April, 


sician, which occurred during their |!ngs is reported a few notches be- 
markmanship act in the Sportsmen's hind, come financial matters. 

It's also pointed out that the mon- 
ey made from personals takes a high 
exemption rate for income tax pur- 
poses. Expense of writers, travel, 
agency commissions, clothes, and in- 
cidentals which generally run high, 


Under New Measure 


Washington, April 15. 


bullets went 


~ 






































booked for May at the China the- |introduced in the Senate. Bill, ac- | However, bonifaces are resigned | however, canceled the act immedi- leave the star a high net. 
atre. Stockholm. and for June in|cording to D. C. officials, would |to fact that takes will not be high as lately after the fatal accident and Thus far, the percenters have 
4 Denmark. Grock. currently in Paris | Shutter about 48% of the town’s | those prevailing last summer. Pat- | they returned to their home in Wis- ™a@ade pitches to virtually every top 
wt Audiffred and Coupan’s Cirque | taprooms. i | tern since business started to slump | consin when absolved of criminal |/"ame in the fleld using these argu- 
d’Hiver, has been booked by Tavel| It would ban renewal and trans- | '% lower individual checks. Whereas, | blame by the authorities. ments. Many are near to making up 
NTS for four weeks in June at Circus |fer of liquor licenses of establish- the boom years had the average Johnsons are a husband and wife thei! minds on that point, but are 
: theatre. Stockholm. ments located within 400 feet of cafe patron spending $4, amount markmanship team employing live  aieaY al ie Benny's Roxy gross 
Planning to send torchsinger Leo property occupied by churches, ~ gee has mumges to hog $3.20. ammunition _in their act which erore “~ ao a the go-sign. 
sean Marjane to N. Y., Tavel is import- schools, colleges, or public institu- ‘ my ep peepee: 8 po cy 18 a they piel performed in vauceville, | yet 
— ing American acts, namely Bellac| tions. Present law has the 400-foot eg ne clubs, SPSRSING aver-| circuses: and sportsmens shows J Darii Joi 
ead Wleine Gordand and ‘Coston. ban, but permits present license _ ae = apes the latter figure. Lane W. Johnson, male member of une ariing oins FR 
Rigoletto Bros. and Don Agel. Es. |holders to renew and transfer their Posten: eless, ro F apeisnai wi wel- | the team, also has been employed | Chicago, April 15. 
‘ie endl imbew- ere backed for the licenses. oo as many $3.2 spen ers as the since 1932 as an expert by the Rem-| June Darling succeeds Johnny King 
pin ect egy ms ther iv club can hold. They figure that they |ington Arms Co., sponsor of the | as head of act department of Fred- 
. ;can hold their own with that kind | present act, and he said that in 40 | erick Brothers local agency this 
Equally busy are agents handling Lenny Kent has been set for the | of checks and besides it’s better than | years of marksmanship practice he | week, . 
locai directors and talent for pic- Strand theatre, N. Y., May 2. ‘empty tables. ihad never had an accident before. King resigned two weeks ago. 
ne —_ —— —. A A a a eas 
D i ve , 
' Wonderful Voice . . . Looks Like a Million Dollars on Stage.” 





—ED SULLIVAN, Famed Broadway columnist. 


OBBY 
BREEN 


“Just evt of the Army, Breen 





comes “91-year-old Bobby Breen scored @ smash 














threugh in fine fashion (at Chez Paree, 
Chicege . . . More peise than ever be~ 
fore... goed delivery and fine diction. 
Ne reason thet the lad couldn't headline 
ot any class spot.” —Variety. 

“Clicked with @ goed veice . . . easy- 
geing personclity . . . shevid keep climb- 


ing.” —Billbeard. ster of them all.” —Sophie Tucker. [ 
RECENT ENGAGEMENTS , 
Chez Paree, Chicago, Held Over 14 Weeks! | ; 
Beachcomber, Miami Beach i a 
Bowery, Detroit hg ‘ . 
Copacabana, Havane . 
Glenn Rendezvous, Newport, Ky. 

ae! OPENING LOEW‘S STATE, | 

RXCHUSIVE | Yaa’ WILLIAM MORRIS AGENCY, Ine. 
NEW YORK CHICAGO BEVERLY HILLS LONDON NEW YORK (APRIL 17) | 
Personal Management: MICHAEL BREEN | 


hit with his vecalizing ... had the crowd 
with him... packs @ bundle of dyna- 
mite In his werk.” 

—Andrew Wilsen, Detreit Times. 


“) performed with Bobby Breen ot the 
Chex Paree and Beachcomber, Miami, and 
1 say he’s the greatest up-and-coming 
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Night Club Reviews 


Latin Quarter. N. Y. 


Sophie Tucker 
Ralph Young, 
Debonairs, Chick 
win, Hal 


mum $4-5. 


Some 40 years 
RieTY thought 
would develop. 
course, 
into the 
years 
exceeded th 


aeveilop 
been for 


has 


original notice, put it down to one | to 


Gail 


Raywin, 
(2), Eddie Schaefer, Vincent Trav- 
ers’ and Buddy Harlowe Orch; mini- | 


that Sophie 
The assumption, of 
was that Miss Tucker 


If her development 


biz have only enhanced her boxof- | 
| fice value. 


with aa Lia Fy There are such other performers 
Gladke Cecil Le. | 0%,this bill as Eddie Schaefer (New 

rh ey aa vicke | Acts), coueciagt making his Broad- 
The Chadwicks) way cafe debut: the Debonairs, with 
their novelty hoofing, and the Chad- 
wicks, with their standard lifts in a 
| ballroom turn. But they're strictly 


Intime N.Y. Niteries 
On Risque Binge 
With Salty Singers 


During the past year, bonifaces 
have become hep to the b.o. poten- 
| tialities of the risque special mate- 
rial singers, and have suddenly 
started uprooting singers who ap- 





| the framework for a layout built 
around the headliner. 


More and more, as the years go 
by, Ted Shapiro, Miss Tucker’s piano 
accomp of the past 25 years, has be- 
come a vital part of the act, and 
here he indicates a particularly keen 
awareness for reading a line. Added 
which is the fact tha: he’s ane 


ago, Sime, in Va- 
Tucker 


would 


headliner she 


has 
' 


e scope of Stme’s 


of the most unusual successes in! of the best accomps-in the biz. 

show business history. The Chadwicks go over in their 
The last of the red-hot mommas | stunting ballroom stuff, the trick 

remains an object lesson in show- |} stuff seeming to be an increasing 


manship. She's still. purveying the | vogue these days among the ball- 
hot songs that have dotted her| room teams. The Debonairs, with 
career, and if some of them are| their travesty on the mechanical 
deemed a little too risque for even | age, produce laughs and novelty. 


nightclub audiences, it at least must | Ralph Young is a good-looking pro- 
be acknowledged that only she can | duction singer who does well enough 


get away with ’em. 
The current Latin Quarter revue, | Chick Gladke 


of course, is bu 
Miss Tucker, 


reported to be getting will undoubt- 
well worth boniface Lou | hoofing. 


edly be 


Walters’ outlay. 


| for the small chore that he has. 
and (Miss) Cecil 


ilt entirely around | Lewin are okay specialty dancers, 


and the $5,000 she’s| and Hal Raywin has a fair novelty 
| bit of violining while doing some | 


Forty years in the | Henry Tobias has written a cute 











*resident,” and the entire presenta- 





NANCY 


“The Th 





Currently at the 


BAKER HOTEL 


DALLAS, TEXAS 
Ex, Mgt—M. C. A. ARTISTS, Ltd. 


tion is staged briskly and has con- 
siderable color in the costuming. 
| The girls, on the whole, are beauts 
| to draw the ahs from the customers. 
Vincent Travers batons a neat show, 
as usual, with Buddy Harlowe in 
for the interlude music. Kahn. 


Cotillion Reom, N. Y. 
Dave Apollon with Lois Banner- 
man & LaVerne Gustafson; Chester 
| Dolphin (2): Chas. Reader Orch 
i (vocals by Stanley Worth), Joel 
|Shaw’s Latin; $2 and $3 minimum. 





Dave Apollon is surprisingly effec- 
| tive in a nitery, his heretofore broad 


DONOVAN 


rilling Veice”’ 


| Cotillion. 


pianiste LaVerne Gustafson. 


| 2 : 
| arrangements, Apolion is the show 














B 
BRO 


Now 

in 12th 
Month 
Palladiun: 
Theatre 
London 


| stuff like “Dark Eyes.” 
The 


OB 
MLEY 


Apollon technique and it 


growth of so-called 
| music. 
masses that you don’t need a 


Grieg to make ’em palatable. 

he mentions the Heifetz arrangemen 
of “Horra Staccato” Apollon is al 
ready on familiar ground. Not tha 


with Porter and intersperses Gersh 
win with the classics, the 
medley and the rest of it. 

















largest, 
Showbiz! 





Parodies! Special Songs! Bits! 
* Draw from our library, one of the 
most comprehensive in 
*% 1947 Catalog FREE! 
* Exclusive material our specialty! 

J. & H. KLEINMAN 
25-31-K 30th Road, L. |. City 2, N. Y. 


Telephone: 


down beating a 


novelty for a staid room like this. 


alternating rumba combo, headed b 
Joel Shaw, does its stuff well. . 
el. 





Astoria 8-6965 
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vert ies 
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| hae eng song, “Sophie Tucker for | 


{man first, musico-dramatizing his |!0"s before the war and Drew’s pull 

| stuff whether it’s Chopin, Liszt, i - — of — viewi a — 

| if raditi j folk | oss. ha a ig tollowing vbetore 
Heifetz or traditional Russian k | Pearl Harbor. Seam 


audience potency points up anew the 
middle-brow | 
Radio has so conditioned the | 
eddy 
Martin to syncopate Feoweny or 
hen 


it’s all in that idiom for he opens 
gypsy 


Opener is Chester Dolphin, aided 
by his personable wife with the prop 
bottles, hoops, balls and Indian clubs 
that he juggles, ee Pe = | his “Poet and Peasant Overture” gets 
drumhead. Withal it makes for an |@, hefty hand as does his imitation 
unique juggling specialty, » bit of a | Of two banjos. 

i 


Otherwise maestro - conferencier- | Click with their terping. 
impresario Charles Reader dispenses 
sprightly dansapation and the new 


parently made lifetime engagements 
out of one spot. 

For example, the Bagatelle got 
| Dorothy Ross out of the George 
| Washington hotel’s 23 room after 
\five years. Management promised 
her an apartment, which seems a| 
|good enough reason, and now Fred- | 
die Lamb, Club 18 operator, suc- | 
ceeded in snagging Charlie Drew out 
of the Tap Room of the Taft hotel 
|after an eight-year run. 

It's evident that the salty — 
jhave a draw all their own he 
tourist trade eager for a session of 
what’s not available in smaller 
towns, give these spots a consistent 
play on their trips to New York, and 
|again there’s a liberal sprinkling of 
| natives hankering for the type mate- 
rial not done on the radio. 
| Review of Charlie Drew (New 
| Acts) at the 18 indicates that. major- 
ity of the patronage are repeats. 
|Even among the sparse crowd con- 
|gregated at this spot on the night 
caught, there was a consistant flow 
of cards to the singer requesting | 
specific numbers. Inasmuch as his} 
|type numbers are for obvious rea-| 
isons restricted, the only way 
customers could conceivably know | 








| their titles is previous visits or word | 
of mouth. Consequently an estab- 
|lished sophisticated singer nabs a 
sizable following through a long 
term at a cafe. 
| Lamb is fairly confident that his 
| spot will have a hefty clientele, once 
| publicity on the fact that Drew is on 





| tap hits the general public. He says 
| he’s watched Drew operate at the 
| Taft for months, and each night 


| there were a minimum of 200 in the 
|room. He believes that the Taft's 


| customers are still going to Drew’s | an 


|former stand believing that Drew 


style heing refined to good purpose | js still the attraction. Drew has been 
in the confines of a cafe, particularly | replaced by Mare Starr at the Taft. 
a class room like the Hotel Pierre’s 
His mandolin virtuosity 
is more legit than ever, aided by 
| Lois Bannerman on the harp (also 
doing a specialty on her own) =< 
or 
all the legitimacy of many of his 


] 
Sociologists claim that sex is on | 


y 


nudity to cafes, and stiff fights put 


pression of vice on an 
number of issues. However, the 
| risquee balladeers have been popular 








Ss ' 
Cloud Room, Portland 
Portland, Ore. April 7. 
Stan Early, Gene Straub, Taras & 
Masters, Eddie Flenner’s Men of 
Note (5): no minimum; 85c. cover, 
t $1.50 Saturday. 
t In the intimacy of this smart club, 
Stan. Early’s comedy and mimicry 
go over well. His takeoffs of 
Gardner, of “Duffy’s Tavern,” and of 
the Three Dead End kids probably 
being high points of act and garner 
nice response. 


Gene Straub, vet banjo player, 
opens show. Working in full dress, 








| Taras and Masters, ballroom team, 
Couple’s 
lifts and spins are effortless, and exe- 
cution extremely graceful. An adap- 
tation of the “Continental” brings the 
best salvos. 

Business fair at show caught. Eddie 
Sr-rgaggaln band does its usual good 
job. 


y 


Vanity Fair, N. Y. 
(FOLLOWUP) 
The Allan Jones-Maxie Rosen- 


high gear for two shows a night. 
oh 3 sinc 
medicos o.oo! 
Kennedy, the production singer, is Big item’in Theodore Mele’s cuble 
now handling his spot. 


The resin refugees make like they 


act from that angle, but there’s suf- 
ficient gag material in their act for 


high laugh content, and unlike their 





Le Ruban Blea, N. Wa 


out b? his 
or a four-wee at 


rest. 


cle i 


aed the supper club bow of me 


Antor, the eomie’s daughter, in 


were comics and do it effectively. | 2 S@*4ng which shows her of in 
They are an unconscious satire on — ee to date. he’g 
the suave emcee. Their brushes | DrOgressed ag, ee | since she 
with politesse and gentility are ches “ ao 5 at Puciences morg 
fodder for sophisticates. It may be} i der the r ago at Leon & Eddie's 
that an unhep crowd won't view the name of Marilyn 


With her improvement, she’s takeh 
on the family name, and is likely ¢ 
atiract considerable amount of new 


the no-minimum wad - watchers. 

Their parodies on “You're the Top,” wenn k. Le Ruban Bleu. 
“Girl That I Marry” and “All of a} .oifq Towa Beat of Broadwayites 
Sudden My Heart Sings,” carry a een evident at he 


preem (14) but for the Latin Quar- 


ter opening of Sophie 


last N. Y. nitery appearance, at the; .-) * Tucker the 
Club 18, the material they use is | 84m night 
generally clean. A couple of the off- Miss Cantor has still to acquire a 
color things they do should be greater amount of know-! Ow, but ag 
eliminated it is, she shows possibilities Wit 
Ben Beri is the other new head- pea awe nee projection and ¢ 
liner here, and displays his usual ts Me eed ay She a 
proficiency in comedy juggling, wat : ” Her H les on the specia 
while Pierce and Roland make a| "? origi. er Hollywogd plaint an 


pleasent impression with their ball- 
room work. 


“You Can’t Get a Girl With a Gun’ 
show her to best advantage 
Rest of the show i 


The Donn Arden roduction | .. os x mainly in th 
stacks up well, with Kennedy and agg te with the exception 
Corinne Anderson providing the | Marion Bruce (New Acts), who im. 
vocal lifts. Suzanne Graves and| presses with warm pipes. Leonard 
Ron Fletcher hold the specialty | P/liot and Irma Jurist, comedy song 
dance spots. And the club has a| 2%4 Piano team (New Acts), get re- 
large, lush-looking line. Jose. peated or for engores, as do the 

_onaidbidiianie Rubap Bley reliables Day, Dawn 
and Dusk, t 4 Negro singing come. 
College Inn, Chi dians, who have never failed to 


Jan 
| Jayne 
the | (9): $2-$3.50 minimum. 


Policy switch to smaller bands and 
talent seems to be catching on with 
bistro enjoying nice trade for opener. 
| Herbie 
hounds 
long been absent from College Inn 
hells, 
dancing that 
oldsters alike taking part, 

Fields and crew teeoff with “Air 
Mail Special” with maestro hitting 
stride on 
sweet to swing with complete ease 
d competence, getting boffo back- 
ing from band with instrumentation 


of 


rhythm. Compact crew is definitely 
on upbeat but tones down for conga 
an upbeat during wartime and post- | kick. Fields walks off with top honor: 
war periods, as witness the return of | as he leads band on horn through 
hypoed versions of “Jealousy,” “Dar- 
up by the varied societies for sup-|danella” and “Beguine.” 
increasing | equally adept with either alto, tenor 
or soprano sax and gives satisfactory 
turn on clarinet, too. 
Eddie Hubbard, who emcees show, 
is short on stage presence and tim- 


ing. Comic material fails to click 
more because of delivery than sub- 
stance. 


with “Little Bit of Meaven.” Picks 
up nice response with “Gal in 
Calico.” a 
Riding crest of popularity on 





bloom-Max Baer card at the no- 
minimum Vanity Fair looms as a 
powerful bid for the waning nitery 
trade. With the ex-pugs, Joe 
Howard and Carl Erbe have a 
combo that should snag the sporting 
elements, while Jones should hold 
his own end with the lay spenders. 

Show opening night was some- 
what rough despite the holdover 
production numbers. There were 
some serious drawbacks in spotting 
and staging that were instrumental 
in dissipating the layout’s applause- 
winning aspects but, by now these 
undoubtedly have been ironed out 
Rearrangement with a _ production 
number between Rosenbloom - Baer 
and Jones would make each act 
stand out for greater entertainment 
values. 


As presently constituted, Jones 
gets the worst of the deal. He im- 
= with sight and name values 

he once powerful pipes now show 





a greater reliance on technique. 
showed some faltering with a 
variety of tunes including “The 
World Is Mine Tonight,” “Beguine,” 
“Sonata,” “Lord’s Prayer,” and the 
inevitable “Donkey Serenade,” which 
might have resulted from the first- 
night jitters. Starting off as he did 
as an afterpiece of the comedy of- 
fering. he had an uphill battle, but 
he eventuaHy collected the crowd. 
{t's a question of pacing with him. 
since “punching” as he does on all 
songs isn’t conducive to staying ir 








He | 


strength of “Misirlou” 
guena” recordings, Jan August does 
return engagement that sees 
and his three rhythm still doing su- 
perior job. 
lways, to 


wo” end “Misirlou.” Talent ig Magician and Vocalist 
epee sa by er ng use —Now— 
re) igh notes with rhythm crew 
ae supplying bass emphasis that CLOVER CLUB 
ets unanimous t f 
loa" Cee PORTLAND, OREGON 
Harmonicats, threesome who are 


at moment enjoying good take with 
Vitacoustic recording “Peg O’ My 
Heart,” 
give hermonicas real 
on “Holiday for Strings” and music 
box version of “Long, te 

solid r 
rendition of “Rhapsody in Blye” that 
breaks out with boogie beat that has 
house rocking. Trio then wrap up 
audience with boff job on “Peg O’ 
My Heart.” 


i ee 
‘ — 








Jayne Walton, 
|seqyined gown, makes tepid entry 
with “I’ve Got Rhythm” «nd follows 


| 








1 


please at this spot 

The Cedrie Wallace trio supplies 
the musical session and ally 
Blacker emcees and takes a turn at 
the piano. Jose. 


[ COMEDY | 
PATTER 


For All Branches of Theatricals 
FUN-MASTER GAG FILES 
Nos. 1 thru 22 @ $1.00 each 
“BOOK OF BLACK-OUTS" 


3 Vols. @ $20.00 Per Vol., or 
$50.00 for 3 Vols. 


“BOOK OF PARODIES" 
10 Sock Parodies for $10.00 
“HOW TO MASTER 
THE CEREMONIES" 


(Hew to Be an Emcee) 
$3.00 Por Copy 


No C.0.D.’s on any material! 


(HOTEL SHERMAN) 

Chicggo, April 11. 

(4), Bagi Hubbard, 
erbie Fields Orch 


August 
Walton, 














jazz 
has 


Fields clicks with the 
with sax playing that 


tempered tunes for 
saw youngsters and 


yet 


tenor sax. Jumps from 


three sax, two trumpet, four 


Fronter is 


f en 


route, also send permanent address. 


PAULA SMITH 
200 W. 54th St., New York 19, N.Y. 











attired in white 


and ala- 
him 


ige treble accent, as 
“Dark Bye,” “Tea for 








are personable lads who 


going over 


g Ago” for 


returns. lay near-classical 








i a ta 





We take pleasure in 
Announcing 
the association of 


‘9 ® 
Nid Harris (Formerly Wm. Morris Agency) 


Directing and managing act department. 


Servicing night clubs, theatres and hotels. 


Mutual Entertainment Agency 


203 Wabash, Ran. 6990, Chicago, III. 
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Montreal Amusement Biz Preps Panic Averted by Quick | Shelvey Files 5006 ‘Defamation 
Ie Action in Chi Hotel Fi y 
:: : | n otel rire | 

; : . 
: For Lush Summer Vacation T eeaeee it Vs. ‘Rebel’ 
’g fa Seventeen hundred guests of Hotel ll S. e y 0Ca 
he Sherman e i entar 
4 Montreal, April 15. scare ns Ba hae rei + Philadelphia, April 15. 
‘8 Despite slump in business the last “ae . . | A suit for $500,000 damages against 
br 5 few months, hotels, theatres and Astaire g Pro Aides from steam shaft into the 23 story | <¢ ? C Richard J ” secretary-treasurer 
“ niteries all are preparing for the} ot building, but quick action by fire Ice- pades 9 K. = on that tie cocina toll “ad 
i = wie tabee ie saduacal tae ave ewer ate ee oe department and switchboard opera- Kansas City, April 15. | Variety Artists, and six members of 
5 s : @) § ‘ "99 ’ irec . , 

, came new dance studios. Charles (Snow |*rs quieted guests so that there | “Ice-Capades of 1947” closed out | the local’s board of directors, was 
ef Top spots like the El Morocco and |&) Columbus and Paul Haakon | were no fatalities or injuries as re- % eer hao vce Pieced pone tice Genk he "Ther eucied Leesaboe 
ire Normandie Roof have upped talent| (named to supervise the ballet sult of fright, although damages | Following local date, icer shoved ee of the AGVA and five as- 
he budgets, with the El going in for classes) are on the staff came to $10.000 off for a week in Ft. Worth, Tex., ee en : omy A 

top entertainment. Current head-| Deal for Astaire to absorb the ¥ elit Soe and five weeks at the Pan Pacific, ey , _ ' F 
? liner is Al Bernie with Willie Shore |D’Avalos rhumba school also is in |, Fire broke out on 15th floor of | Hollywood. Company is due for nine} |" O¢ ge : a oa prec ageiery ; 
a set to follow. Its cocktail lounge |the works. Charles Casanave is building and was quickly reported to | weeks in Atlantic City before the earn ery ae a a —_ ae 
\ erée opens at 12 noon, and dining | Astaire’s general manager , house detective by elevator boy who | summer layoff outgrowth of dispute ovel control of 
4 ee a aed | first detected smoke. Fire depart- fier se entertainers appearing n Philly 








Latin Quarter is prepared to up| 


ment responded within few minutes | 








niteries and other amusement places 


ng talent budget if such talent is avail- | as operators quickly got on phones * which a ane — - last . . ~ 
a able. It’s a strictly Francaise spot | ruce ooms 1] jto advise guests to stay in rooms ] ll S when Shelvey ordered al “ae? 
and should click with the tourists. | until advised otherwise. 0 | unions dissolved and replaced by 
he Several other spots are set to open ¢ ‘, Most of damage was confined to ; ggtrnsin di, se ge Raa ng the local 
of if they can get licenses. Besides this 4 (shaft and carpeting in corridors oa Hee agg C ——e e 10ca 
. P o ats y 1 VIS acsSO- 
oa there’s an extensive Jewish nitery nion linked to it. Water was responsible with defaming him ane Is ass¢ 
rd 2 , : , 7 . . ciates in an effort to drive them out 
biz being done by Sloppy Joe’s and } for much of $10,000 loss. | | 
ng “ ' # ‘ ddic | of the entertainment and labor 
re- The Bucharest where top Yiddish E. , 5 ao ie _ ) ) i 
: : fo Dispute between “rebel Philly | Chicago, April 15 field in order to set up “an unrea- 
he talent like Jennie Goldstein and Leo | ’ ‘ Aly | : : 5. 
wn Fuchs are set | local of American Guild of Variety | e Three per cent amusement tax on sonable restraint on commerce and 
\@« yen er lightly : 1 | Artists to nudge out national AGVA | : we ~~ ~~ | to levy tribute on the national en- 
' Hotel biz is slightly down, but that jurisdicti é: ¢ pic theatre admissions, athletic |tertainers who from time to time 
° hey’re packed. New hotel is coming | m at jurisdiction boomeranged e ertainers o fre time te 
a t ‘ t wen" be ready until fall | last week when Dick Jones, exec} events and other forms of enter- | perform in Pennsylvania, New 
ast bu ¥ all. | dees 
1eg Peiniien resort hotels like the | secretary of the Philly group, was ¢e tainment that would bring city an |Jersey, Maryland and Delaware 
pS wanky Manor House are planning | served with notice to vacate offices | Or lviera | estimated annual income of between Named as defendants with Jones 
: to continue use of entertainment on | i" the Shubert Bldg. National AGVA | 3 ee | are James Evans, Doc Irving, John 


TIER: faerie sR 


the U. S. borscht style. Spots like 
the Mount Royal, Ritz Carlton, Wind- 
sor and Queens hotels have conven- 
tions booked far in advance. 

The Gayety, only vaudery, has 
boosted its budget bringing in talent 
like Keye Luke, Steve Evans, Buster 
West & Lucille Page. Film houses 








setting talent exclusively into the 


has set up offices in the same build- 
ing, using part of a suite leased by 
Jack Cohen, agent. 

Jones immediately called an 
emergency meeting of the local and 
asked an okay from other officers | 
and governing board to negotiate a| has been on the Coast lining up tal- 


Ritz Bros. have been signed for 
| the Riviera, Ft. Lee, N. J., starting 
May 15. Deal was set late last week 


‘loan of $5,000 to carry on the fight. | ent for that spot. Reported salary is 


| by Bill Miller, spot’s operator, who | 


} $4,000,000 to $6,000,000 was revived 
Som last week by Alderman Clar- 

er.ce Wagner, who reintroduced bill 
|as first order of business at last 
| section of city council, According 
| to Wagner, it is one of few sources 
| of revenue yet 


untapped by city | 


Tay, Mickey Alpert, nitery emcee; 
Frank Richardson and Harry Lewis. 
Co-plaintiffs with Shelvey are David 
Fox, Richard Reisman, Emil Lowe 
and Max Bernstein, all of New York, 
,and Frederick Dale, of Boston, all 
AGVA national reps. 

When national officers attempted 


+45 fathers. alba aver ‘ " ; 
are getting solid business but expect Proposition was tabled, however, | $12,500 plus a bonus if business war- : f re = ee ot per has —- sa 
heavier boxoffice once tourists be- | when Jones would not state where| rants. No confirmation on the salary | . Although current budget is work- fers —_— oes a aan PA wi 
gin to arrive. |he intended to borrow the money|was forthcoming, but if reported | ing out well, budget director Arthur me Beat officers r — em 
" |or what he’d give as_ security. | figure is correct, it's the highest cafe | Lindell feels that further funds poh phar ae geld w # aia 
| Doc Irving and Harry Lewis. who | salary ever paid outside of Miami needed to make more efficient op- | arrested but case was dismissed, 
LERNER HEADING OWN | have been active officers of the | Beach eration in garbage collection and| Both groups filed actions in Com- 
. W ; | : oar s i mon Pleas court which have since 
|local, tendered their resignations. | ‘ iti st street departments. Lindell pointed sin 
| but this, too, was tabled. . Ry hag pte gory the Riviera out that many large cities today de- | been referred to federal district 
AGENCY IN DETROIT | On another front the recognized | ,, Pa - ing OF Money inas- | rive a large share of revenue from |COurt for decision. The new suit 
| : much as spot seats upwards of 800. | amusement tax. He then advocated | Was latest climax in the series of 
Ben Lerner, former assistant to | agents groups, Variety Managers | Miller is lining up other acts and | increased li Bae fees als i legal actions 
Lou Walters at the Latin Quarter. Assn. and Entertainment Managers | ;. beliaved reg He seen r . ased license fees also, | Ss. 
N. Y., has “opened his own talent Assn. held meetings and resolved dies of usin “Seer tat 6 — rd Foreseen were two amusement | rm Oi pany aarmgges ae 
. +» nas , der See to recognize national AGVA, rather | *“ s ng arry Richman on the bills. One would place a flat 3% CARNIVAL N.Y RENEWS 
agency in Detroit under tag of Na .: |Same show. Richman will play the i ee » NE. 
tionwide Theatrical Agency. He's | than the Philly local, as bargaining | not betes ik enbede |) On gross revenue or on individual | 
en booking band and cocktail units and | agent for performers and will do|"_ |. se ares ticket sales while the other would 0&) SHOW UNTIL JUNE 30 
és. business with that body from now | Miller returned from the Coast | place a tax on sliding scale from | 
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Town Pump and Cafe Burgundy, 


for USO-Camp Shows. 














BARON 


AND 


BERNAY 


America’s Newest | 
Dancing Sensations 


NOW ON TOUR 


| 
With 


FRANKIE CARLE 


and His Orchestra 


Currently at 
R.K.O. KEITH’S 


| gave Freddy Dale, union’s national 





| stood Beatty will trim some of the 
| acts after his Los Angeles stand and 


on. Both groups comprise most of | !@5t week, where he attempted to 


and pledge of allegiance to national | $7,500 a week, but doesn’t want to 


AGVA by the agent groups, Matt | Play cafes. 
Shelvey, national director of AGVA., | — 








rep in Philly, the green light to 
issue new franchises blanketly to the 
agents within these organizations. 


CLYDE BEATTY CIRCUS 
REPORTED 356 IN RED 


Los Angeles, April 15. 

Current circus business in the 
southwest is in a slump, with the 
Clyde Beatty show reported to be 
$35,000 in the red on its route from 
the Texas opening into Los Angeles. 
Show covered the same _ territory 
last season to the tune of $47,000 in 
the black. 

Outfit operates on a $3,200 daily 
nut and travels in 15 cars. Under- 











curtail his bookings after leaving 
here. San Diego, where the circus 
played six days last year, will be 





1 to 3%, 


previous considerations of amuse- 
ment tax. 


depending on ticket price. | 


Olson and Johnson, current at the 





ie Detroit the agents in that area, with ex-| line up film names. Among those he Latter alternative was suggested to | Carnival, N. Y., have had their op- 
Lerner, at one time, was booker | C@Ption of a few club date bookers. | dickered for were Lena Horne andj avoid taxing moppet admissions, | tions picked up by boniface Nicky 
= e, ’ s Upon forwarding of the findings | Keenan Wynn. Latter was offered | which proved stumbling block in 


| Blair until June 30. After that Blair 
| will pick up options on the show on 
‘four week strétches. 





4000 


BATHING SUITS 


- THURSDAY 10 A.M. 


at a small fraction of original cost 





whittled down to one day. 


Harris Shifts to MEA 


Chicago, April 15. 
Sid Harris, formerly associated 
with William Morris office, Chicago, 








Boston | 


Thanks te Harry Kilby 
and Leonard Romm 


Exclusive Management 
GENERAL ARTISTS CORP. 











| 


\talent rep selling acts to spots and 


for club dates. 


for past six years, has become a full 
partner with J. J. Levin and Jack 
Russell in the Mutual Entertainment 
Agency. Harris will head act de- 
partment and will also function as 


He will also continue to supply 


\talent for the Latin Quarter and Sil- 


ver Frolics, which he has handled in 
I the past. 














One-Night Concerts 
From April 15 to April 20 
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Mgt.—UNIVERSAL 
565 Fifth Avenue, New York 


130 NEW STYLES BY TOP DESIGNERS 
Modeled by BILLY ROSE’S AMERICAN BEAUTIES 


EVERY SIZE FROM 10 to 44 ¢ LIMIT 3 TO A CUSTOMER 
NO MEN ALLOWED 


The most sensational bathing suit collection 
ever assembled in New York. Be here early! 
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Tore OPEN THURSDAY 10A.M. to 8:45 P.M. 
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Balmy Weather Chasing In-Betweeners; 
‘Barefoot Boy’ Smash $34,500, ‘Alice 























Ruth’ Falters at 1036 
In Week at St: Louis 


St, Louis, April 15. 
Norman Krasna’s comedy, “Dear 
Ruth,” with a New York cast, didn’t 
do so well at the b.o, in its one-week 











‘Beggar's Holiday’ 
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Mild 216, Chi; 
Ready’ Tops 23446 





























































































. ? stand that wound up at the Ameri- hica 
Great $27,000, ‘Okla.’ Up 7G to $30,000 srs" so sar" PRINCE'S’ 196 SPARKS | ys is Sw. ot 
5 ) e 7 was_ presented for the first time C S 06 SP upsurge, with two new conte 
. locally at pop prices. The piece, bolstering the overall tak o 
; , . ith a top scale of $2.44, was pre- 4 gar’s Holiday” at th ~ P 
Easter Week on Broadway was| materially by playing Sundays, and i : : : GIT. 506 ; ro: e Shubert 
plenty all right for the good things, | still indefinite. . —, 1. $30,500 os poe. © L.A. LE S'S WEEK gil showing with $21,000 et, ma 
including some stayers, while in-be- “The Whole World Over,” Bilt- Jaudits shi — Los Angeles, April 15 me WF at after splitting  crifj 
tweeners slipped. Late last week saw | more (3d week) (C-920; $4.20). Dis- P Ponularit of Gert Lawrence with + , F = PS wl - atal | Weakness relit the 
balmy weather, temperatures being | appointing so far but may pick uD; | native “4 ‘ fitabl k’s | « Revival of Sigmund Romberg fo t4 "Halve ae raves from all crix | 
higher than expected at this time.| gross approached $9,000. es assures @ profitable week S| “Student Prince drew top business | for ina Claire and a good $17,000 for © 
, a se 7 “= “Years ” ‘ : , : Ww or its Sst, ° . . 5. ree | 
That should chase off the list those PrOAge,” ‘Mansfeld (19th | *mgagement of | Pygmalion,” which| in town for its first, and only, full} Be Gye nears to bernee to Make | 
shows that have been just getting by | week) (C-1,001; $4.80). Some im- (Monde 7 e American last night) week as Los Angeles legit houses * y appears to be the strongeg¢ & 
or playing for picture-rights money.| provement here, with takings esti- (Monday). went over the $50,000 mark for the |° legit parade in town with $23,500 T 
State tax payments probably affected| mated at around $18,000; rated week's take. for its ninth week at the Blackstone, the 
business. | among the omens better shows. é ° 9 e ..“Prince,” which wound Saturday Estimates for This Week par 
“Barefoot Boy With Cheek” piled IVALS night at the Biltmore, grossed a ver “Be 3s H ”» © 
up a corking rots the first full eodk.| _“Alice in Wonderland,” Interna- Union To S Phill nice $19,000 for the erull week to wk) “21,000: 34.208" Paine a ~ 
No openings last week. There is one} tional (Ist week) (CD-1,172; $4.80). bring its 10-day total to $25,500. It | opening although critics dividednnt on 
this week, none next week, but three | Protected by advance sale, but first was followed by “Magnificent Yan-| full week, $2,000. ; first cor 
- are carded for the last of April. | week’s takings were great; in 10 ® 1 ¢ 9 kee,” with New York company, “Born Yesterday,” Erlanger (7 = 
“Bathsheba” (James Mason) is among | Performances; which included two , which opened a three-week stand| wk) (1,334; $3.60), Excellent in ~ 
the attractions skidding and flops out | po so a'477 000" gross was quoted 2 9 Monday (14). $21,000. “= less 
Sat. On the other hand, “Okla-| 270 ,000. Right behind “Prince” in grosses| ,/ Harvey,” Harris (36th wk , hor 
homa!” jumped $7,000, “Sweethearts” | The Importance of Being Ear- 3 . was Kea Murray’s “Blackouts of | $4,200. Improved to a good ‘sie bet 
leaped $5,000, and “Carousel” scooted | nest,” Royale (6th week) (C-1,025; ] 1947?’ which tered th h it “Lute Song,” Studebaker (12th wk) ceil 
$4,500. “Alice in Wonderland” had| 94:80). It's a party for the English 25st ch sauntered through its | wi) (1,246; $4.20). Dipped slight 
x cg mi = 4h: hich i F st frame with the usual $17,000 Stee, weaul. ipped slight! the 
great start. Maurice Chevalier also times: $26,500 s selling out all 9 pouring into the till at El Capitan, | but still brisk at $20,000. , C 
20Ws out this week. re AS eh gt P “Anna Lucasta,” in its first full week | “Th¢ Fatal Weakness,” Selw Zi 
Estimates for Last Week (in ckt Le cite” hee Philly’ Ramayan foe ts at the Belasco clocked $16,000." ws Sg ag $3.60). All crities jo a 
Keys: C (Comedy), D (Drama) | been fair so far but, after a spurt, | in Central *Park.” fell off pA At the smaller housés, “Papa Is pormecnoe ge tee ag Mg Six days the 
cP ac omedy-Drama), R_ (Revue), | business dived; last week up, $20,500;] last week, but inasmuch as Michael | 4!” drew $5,000 in its first six days “Three to Make tae » BI at | 
by usical), O (Operetta). ~~ Sunday performances. Todd's tuner was playing third and — eo i a another week to stone (9th wk) (1 358. aa jack 
All My Sons,” Coronet (11th , pErsesqse, elasco (16th week) | last week of its third local engage- , wecond tu week of Actor’s | Strongest of the fold with $23,500 are 
week) (D-1,095: $4.80). About held| (C-1,077; $4.80). Slated into May; | ment (eight and a half weeks in all), Lab’s “Volpone” at Las Palmas reg- it 2 frec 
its own: said to be netting actual| !augh show making operating profit; | there couldn’t be to much complain- istered the same, $5,000, an increase ho 
profits now and may enter summer | ?*% 0. : ; e ing. “Park” got $19,500 in its get- of about 5% over previous week. | ¢ 9 7 ig 
period: $15,000. — ‘ ; ‘ an teat ee e er, va away gtanca at the Shubert. — its tenancy at house this L C S ode 
“Annie Ge our Gun,” Imperial | eek -1,064; $4.20). Closin eader of the week was “State | W&C*: ll a a as 
(48th week) (M-1,427; $6.60). Now in| 2fter another week; one of the re-| of the Union.” Also a repeat the 
12th month and still’ selling out all | Pival moneymakers; around $15,500; | (though with different company) C 
times ) lus standees; approached | Hg ctritn ogk bets Rin | aeenea'y Sooty SoU) af %re| Current Road Shows | |n [ot H ra 
500. 3, 1 L mandeered a rousing $24,500 at the ‘as 
“Another Part of the Forest,” Ful-| Week) (M-1,382; $4.80). Slated into | Forrest and looks set for five or six (Period Covering Apr. 14-26) n st ul ee oP 
ton (2ist week) (D-968; $4.80). One | SU™mer; started with virtual capaci- | weeks. First-string crix naturally | «aceig A gt tee 
of this season’s shows now using some and still excellent; improved | covered “Iceman” but “State” got Accidentally Yours” — Curran, we 
cutrating; went up to $13,500 last | ™4tkedly at $31,000. good reviews. Soa 4. theckion Gate tee Wee. rf ? Bi pati 
) “The I Cometh” 5 ; Aud., Stockton (23); Aud., Fres- ri¢ 
_ Bov With Cheek,” Beck | Maurice Chevalier, Miller. Final = its oat ia? a oes no (25). yraho lg f # } 
(2d week) (M-1.214: $6). First ful} | 2nd sixth week; extension of date} Walnut. Last couple of performances “Anna Lucasta”—Plymouth, Bost. the 
week saw gross of $34,500, close to | cancelled; slipped materially last| of week were solid sell-outs but | (14-26). Boston, April 15. $37. 
actual capacity despite in-and-out week, when takings were estimated | opening pace was a little disappoint- “Anna Lucasta”—Belasco, L. A Three openers last week, to make ($9. 
Selieen | around $17,000. o ph sere play _—— ry final | (14-26). ‘ *|a total of five legit houses lighted paic 
“Bathsheba,” Barrymore (CD-1,096; L subscription offering of year. “B put the rialto back in the runnin { : 
$4.80). Final and fourth week; eased | o Figures to up biz this week, al- ok ee Saolnes tia Ng oo og all fiye of them doing good biz and a 
off last week and closing Saturday; | though lowered subscription scale is | Omaha (15): Mayfai +, maha, !a couple of them doing great. Old the; 
of course holding down gross totals - ; Mayfair, Portland (21- | ¢, “Red Mill” tick 
gy ae oe off over $3.- | ars “The Glass Menagerie” got $14,500 23); Temple, Tacoma (24); Lyric ——s Red Mill” at the Shubert N 
“The Machine” waa rhe Teleshone* in its third and final week at the ae yom rent “Message A eonea* at She Wik scal 
nant erection. , Locust. Three weeks’ run was un- Beggar’s Holiday”—Shubert, Chi. | bur, has promise par’ 
“Born Yesterday,” Lyceum (53d doubtedly profitable, although not a a ™ F Openers were “Anna Lucasta,” age 
week) et $4.80). Last year’s orm ay 0 e ee this week. That eaece tea —El Capitan, | coming into the Plymouth with ‘a dea 
smash comedy is still in that clas- Ray 93 , ows Blackstone—Geai nice advance and clicking; “Cyrano 
sification and looks set well into next } is, “A Young Man’s Fancy,” which) ¢ ne—Geary, Frisco (14-26). |de Bergerac” back at the Opera Yo 
> Hollywood, April 15. is reported considerably rewritten Bloomer Girl”—Cass. Det. (14- i ir P rest 
seqgon; 921.008. een stem x) | _ Group of Selznick stars, including and restaged since first Boston try- | 19); English, Indpls (21-26). Fg ce P ,to pond, response re 
g , g wee - out. It opens at the L t i “Blossom Time’— ee verything’s On Ice,” loca 
(M-1,626; $4.80). Some grumbling | Joseph Cotten, Mel Ferrer, Jennifer | Cr ocq oeethh f p dey “he ght | 614): Cox Ci Aud., Louisville | production at the Center theatre, goe 
from patrons charged high prices by Jones and Gregory Peck has formed Next Monday ein. Besar B vn. Birmingham (ait: hud. deontaee about three-quarters capacity biz, thee 
ee Eso selling out at all| an actor-manager company to open} a single week of her character | Ty (22); Erlanger, Atlanta (23-26). a oe epee Ladies” sentanel ouft 
“Call Me Mister.” Nati ; a strawhat at La Jolla, Cal. sketches at the Walnut and house Born Yesterday”—Erlanger, Chi. | « ee Indelicate Ladies replace T 
weeh) (R104 $45. C eeeudivets Sked calls for a minimum of six] has skedded “Trouble for Rent” | (14726). . Rog pF ey do wa pa "= adn 
- bike aay es : 2ks’ operation, each appearing in| With Lyle Talbot and Estelle Taylor “Call Me Mister”—Hanna, Cle “ ” , -omin DP. don 
little change in takings for run. re- pty PP 8 ; +1 | (14-19): : ’ ve. |“Hamlet” at the Colonial, April 21; : 

: , at lea 1 : there for two weeks, starting April 4-19); Aud., Cincy (21-26). 7», AP ’ t 
vue a. % materially improved to p Meg one play along with On this same date or shortly | “Cyrano de Bergerac” —- Nixon, | Ballet Russe de Monte rlo, re. 
nearly $32,000 last week. 43 thereafter another comedy’ try-out, | Pitt. (14-19); Hanna, Cleve. (21-26), | QPe'@ House, same night, and Ruta 

“C ro el , M t 104th k ce y “ t ve. 21 26). prie 
(™ 1667: $6) Getting ( week) “Open House” is: skedded for the Dear Ruth’ — Nat’l, “Wash. (14- Draper, Wilbur, April 28. tick 
agp * etting 70% of pos- Leases Yardley Theatre Locust. The Shubert will be dark | 26). . cg estimates for Last Week ic 
sil . ross, plenty okay, and last} Edgar Leyy, newcomer to ftegit,| until May 12, when “Louisiana| __“Hamlet”— Playhouse, Wil. (14- Anna Lucasta,” Plymouth (1,200; mat 
wee jumped to $30,500. will operate Yardley theatre, Yard- | Lady,” new musical with Irene 15); Rajah, Reading (16); Lyric, Al- $3.60). A lot of interest in th yea 
(14 s Rainbow,” 46th Street! jey, pa, for summer stock, Opening | Bordoni, is booked for tryout. After | lentown (17); McCarter, Princeton | ™@king for an impressive $15,500 regi 

th week) (M-1,319; $6). Demand] ;-"y, 16’ 16 that there is only “Oklahoma!” | (18-19); Colonial, Bost. (21-26). first week. Second week is‘current & pric 

eae a Se gee Mya ga , agg on the horizon, probably quaevey"— “Harris, Chi. (14-26) Monee (2000; 88 a, ‘ pers ther 

‘ s s drawn ata in June. “Laura”—Aud., H “1@): ouse (2,900; $3.60). One-wee 

<a ak iat Phar so — prime , setneery N. Haven Tet Victory’ went to okay $17,000. ° cena 7a 
y rthday, roadhurs . Grena, Pa., April 15. ’ rovidence 21); Court Sq., Spri | “Everything’s On Ice,” Cente 

(24th week) (CD-1.160, $4.80). auike > Plans for opening the Gretna MISTER GETS BIG PITT + Mage Acad. Music, Nort en von de Opened Saeotee to get os 

» business | Playhouse for a 10-week strawhat ; Lyric, Bridgeport (25-26) airly good press considering —a 

snapped up to nearly $29,000 for one} season beginni . “Lute Song” — ‘ roduction ts and did about that 

; , $ ginning the first week in ng tudebaker, Chi. | P ie aa 8 

Of Sarees) aah (128th x) | June have been announced by CALL, 306 IN 2D WK. i a9 : three-quarters capacity biz which, # jimi 

(C-920; $4.20). Laugh ever | Charles F. Coghlan, director for the Pittsburgh, April 15. | , “Magnificent . Yankee” — Biltmoré, | Scale, amounts to estimated $19, exc 

“vev, 20). Laugh-show stayer deny ’ 3 “Call Me Mister” got big $30,000 _ A. (14-26), very good. Ice revue hopes for & affe 
also turned the trick, takings better-| Past two seasons. Coghlan is pres-| in second and closing week at Nixon,| Met Opera Co. — Opera Hse., | Up. 
on excellent pace at this acid winding up his first season as|rynning gross for fortnight well up a (14-15); Opera Hse. “Message for Margaret,” Wilbut at 

ne. is $ | director of the Memphis little the-| over 50 grand to give house its | 5,0°- -19); Opera Hse., Chi, (21- | (1,200; $3.60). Star draw remain 
week) (D1 sth sent Atvin (Sist | stre. healthiest showing since “Oklahoma!” 26). A potent enough to keep this one up fact 
-1,331; $4.80). Only three a layed here more than three months Oklahoma!” — Music Hall, K. C. | to its initial $13,000. “Three Indell- 
more weeks after this; closing May Rentis Sisantnt fox. (14-19); Paramount, Omaha (21-26). | cate Ladies” here now. 
Tein uae wate a year; ‘ Waak  Anet.68 Musical got $4.20 top (including (14 eemation”— American, St. Louis |_ “Red Mill,” Shubert (1,590; $4.20), SF 

“John Loves Mary, ’Music B Following the original program | 2%) 204 built steadily right through |“ g, "heals aettas Seed Fourth week of this staunds aa) 

(0th week) tC 979. 84 as) uet Box | ‘ie 4 & > original program | engagement here. Could easily have| , whe cd Opera Co.—Aud., Den- | tion jumped back to estimated $82, 
rae Eee Coe te iat aimed which it used in its two previous | stayed another stanza since final few| Kpwy pret Aud., Omaha (17-19); |000 as biz picked up after Holy 

aati, inet .weekt od “takir ua bet. seasons, in 1940 and 1942, the South- | performances were sellouts. Nixon} ...° ay, ud., Des Moines (20); Pal- | Week. 
ered’ $22 560 when takings bet- } arg Summer Theatre will have its ye wed has Pao in Pte “Btate ef }.. F t H AMLET’ WH AMMO = 

“ ocean x rf - i tral <1 —Forrest, 

Life With Father,” Bijou (388th irst postwar season from June 10 to | G¢ Bergerac, gets Up in Len Philly (14-26) at 
: aie: ’ Aug. 22 on the campus of th Park” for two weeks on Monday|  « ; re 
wrook? (C-61%; $8.00). Improved ma: | University heres | Alda, with, sWoice (of the. Turtle."| goronta “4-is), Colonial, Autos IN WASH. | ice: 
° , . . . - > a a 
real at 3500 torre meagr™| Paul Baker, chairman of Baylor's | much played here for forintent ust| Gi): Park, | Youngstown,” (2°29) $27,000 ~ 
nn i renee rent department of drama, will direct. for a week on May 5. ae el ot Aud., Roch. (25-26). Washington, April 15. ied 
-1,063; 80). resente vy — ' nt Prince” — Aud. San! Mauri streamlined ver 
Stanley Gilkey and Barbara Payne in Waynesville Season yn a (14); Aud., Long Beach (15); sion ad “Hamlet” rang the bell on its H Sues 
association with Henry Sherek; Eng- Ww , , ud., Marysville (19); Orpheum ith. $27,500 for its § deo 

. , : aynesville, N. C., April 15. on e r 0 et oes Ogd (21): ,|return last week with $27, | 

phy a ht 16) by James Parrish;| «pcatre In The Sky” opens here sie Hall K os oe (23); Mu- | single week's stint. Suit against the § tune 
i , i> & -26). ; F hn a “ 

eo So al Mine,” Empire (49th July 15 under direction of Maurice Smash $20,200 Toronto “The Fatal Weakness” — Selwyn ae ee ey wd pene which "the — 
week) (CD-1,082; $4.80). Another | Geoffrey for a seven-week season. ’ Cal Cee. "lean feonaet ke bing well aired, a roy 
oe we cue go through omnes | --— Toronto, April 15. eckterd” OTE hein, Palace, parently. isn’t harming biz. oe set 

ut exits late next month; in the|¢ , While ballet troupes are generally | (1 ~19), Davidson, Mil.|" “pH h.” with road cast, 
fa ; | : 6-19); Shubert-Lafay “ ear Ruth,” with ro abl 
wer ge A non along; up over $23,000 BLOOMER GIRL DRAWS showing a 25% drop in the gross — ee oom Oe #4) a peo geen ay rum 1Stte top P; 

“QOklahoma!”, St. James (209th this season over last, the Ballet “The Iceman Cometh” — Walnut, : p , ww two «MIST Was 
week) (M-1,505; $4.80). London com- SELLOUT 326 IN ROCH. Russe de Monte Carlo came up with _ hye - Elisabeth Fm gpl the oath, Both> E s 
pany has left, and road company! “Bloomer Girl,” which has been a smash $20,200 at the Royal Alex- (14-26) ” — Shubert, Bost. | shows are repeats for this situation B yo, 
flourishes, while this outfit continues | cleaning up in eastern split-time andra on the second week of the) ‘vay,’ i 
to “y~ oye too; biggest jump last | stands ‘layed Rochester N.Y. last seater’ coniod a ra Alen. Tapenie fit gga ‘Thr Ind i La ies in 
week to $30,000. = bel Sw to On eater 5 at a lig 60 top. | ony ~26). lica dies 

“State of the Union,” Hudson (74th week, the gross being close to $32,000| previous week, company did a This Is the Life”—Locust, Philly ee e te tect 

, at the Masonic Auditorium with a (14-26). 
week) (CD-1,057; $4.80). They are meagre $12,500. 30 t 
bringing in both road companies soon . s = Ro one ft — ae Much of second week’s success was RB ay to Make Ready”—Black- Weak 36, New aven Noy 
, : ‘ stage attractions for a full week. ~ > , Chi w 
to permit original to have vacation; Gnly other attraction to stay a|due to “Raymonda,” a new ballet : Three Indoticate Ladies” —Wi New Haven, April 15. ,) thea 
still excellent; up $24,000 quoted. : -|which received amazin ress and es” —Wil- * bh ry dies | r 
qu week there in recent seasons was - g bur, Bost. (14-26) Premiere of “3 Indelicate L® ef 

“Street Scene,” Adelphi (14th | “Oklahoma!” public response. Ballet Russe has “Trouble for Rent” Sh t Shubert last weekend (10 ticke 
week) (M-1,434; $6). Has done much | already been booked into the Royal| fayette, Det. (14-19); A wine * dre y rie of awns from the 8° the; 
better than first indicated but sum-| ¢ ’ Alexandra for another engagement | Louis (21-26). ; American, St. tl = pf fo from the boxol-1) 1° 
mer chances are not clear; $25,000. te eat next spring when “Raymonda” will| “Up in Central Park” 's |\fice. A z 1.) top, four-per = .. . 

“Tenting Tonight,” Booth (2d ' be presented for at least four per-|Balta, (14-19): Nixon Pitt, (Alaa |formmance’ gross slipped below jae 
week) (C-712; $4.80). Very doubtful} Buffalo, April 15. |formances in the first week’s en-|  “Votce of the Turtle” — English, | estimated $3,000. ie i. 
of staying; using two for ones, and State of the Union,” final ATS-|gagement. In Toronto, troupe| Indpls. (14-16); Mem. Hall Dayt 4 r t last half has the "Sy the 1 
gross negligible; $5,000. Guild offering at Erlanger for eight | grossed $32,700 for the two weeks’| (17-19): Virginia Wheeling (21-29). Pp Ave a -19). April 24-26% notic 

“The Vo “4 of Ns b ae oe eee last 2 000. polled ga gee Bay com ared with $27,-| State, Cambridge (23): Siewe atl gets “lee kenny? Med oan ollowins = not | 
rosco (157th week) (C-939; 60). | highly satisfactory ,000. or the similar period last| Marietta (24): , : ; “s jana : 

highly satisfactory $20,000. season. oc Renae a ee ei Lady” brings preem of a ' 


Jumped last week to $9,500; helped Waller, Zanesville (26), 
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=) Pro and Con Argument Again Crops 


of Theatre Parties 





cri 
‘it (o . eye 
llerix @ - UJ on 
000 for 7 D 
| Make §& 
rongest The pro and con argument over * 
$23,500 : ri th is f theat 
stone, ; the merits or otherwise 0 re 
k j parties has cropped up again in | 
rt (lst > Broadway managerial circles. Those | 
in favor of such ticket-package deals 
od: ek contend the practice insures attend- 
' ance although it’s generally conceded 
er (7th that hits don’t need parties. Regard- 
it with less of that difference of opinion, 
however, it’s likely that producers 
) (1,000; who make party deals will stipulate 
Me ceilings on the amounts exacted over 
slightly ik Gala hie of organ 
aime a rgan- 
yn (ist jzations, beneficiaries of parties that | 
tics ac- are called “benefits,” are exceeding 
ix days the limit in “prices.” Result is that 
at least a percentage of those “black- 
Black- jacked” into paying exeessive rates 
me are more or less disgruntled. Not in- 


frequently those playgoers pan the 
show even though it be an acknowl- 





Current case in point is “Briga- 
doon.’ for which a flock of parties 
was contracted. There were so many 
applications for similar package deals 
that the management decided to cur- 

tail the number. Stated that the 

| lit ' prices charged by organizations are 
L as high as $50 for front rows, while | 

the average for the lower floor is | 












oril 15, $37.50. The actual b.o. price is $4.80 
to make ($9.60 for two). Some patrons have 
| lighted, paid as high as $100 each for “Briga- 
running, doon” but for a charity event, and 
ay and they were not forced to take the 
: tickets. 
Shubert Not all parties for the musical are 
ce while ; a 
the Wil- scaled exceptionally high, one school 
party having a top of $10, but man- 
Lucasta, agers opposed to parties object to all 
1 with a deals that require excess prices. They 
“Cyrano argue that not only do they possibly 
ie Opera result in dissatisfaction over the per- 
as ree formances but diminish the play- 
theatre, goers’ spending capacity to attend 
icity biz, theatres, so that other attractions 
suffer thereby. 
’ replaced The excess money is not subject to 
the Wil- admissions tax, being classified as 
, Up are donations by the benefited organiza- 
Apr an tiops, without objection from the In- 
fal ute ternal Revenue Department. The 
prices obtained are not printed on the 
Jeek tickets but are set forth in printed 
ith (1,200; matter sent to purchasers. Some 
t in be | years ago the Treasury Department | 
$15,500 regarded the donations as part of the 
be 14 price necessary for admission and 
es therefore subject to the admissions 
vee levy but that ruling was reversed. 
Center It has been proposed that the 
day to get League of New York Theatres con-’ 
ring local sider party deals, and it’s expected | 
did about that managers will agree to place a 
z which, at limit on the amount of donations, as 
ed La soap excess amounts are felt to adversely | 
opes affect Broadway in general. There is 
’wilbut no control ever theatre party agents. 
, remained whe, however, are not the real 
his one up factors in excessive benefit prices. 





ree Indeli- 


590; “ 
nch a Y 
mated $32, 
after Holy 





ie Washingten, April 15. 
Trial involving the National the- 
atre’s (legit) right to refuse admit- 
tance to Negroes resumes tomorrow 
















(16) after a week's delay. Suit ac- 

April 15 salty involves seven persons who 

nlined ver ught tickets and whose Negro 
e bell on guests were turned away from the 
7,500 for } door. The seven are suing for re- 
against the funds following refusal of the box- 

ling In = office to redeem the ducats at the 
which tp), Jat minute. If the court should rule 

ul aired, & for the seven a precedent would be 
“4 cast, be oa which would make it unprofit- 
. yesterday * fer the house to ban Negroes. | 
a $2.20 top . rineipal witness last Wednesday | 

“Two Both “s Cyril H. Grody, veepee of the | 

» 28th. Street Theatre Cerp., of New 


: j tion. 
nis situa ork, owner of the National. Grody 


re ed management decided early 
' cember “to take steps to pro- 
ct our business” after groups of 
Nene 40 persons sought refunds in 
vember and December. On Dec. 4. 
ana, posted a sign announcing no 
ticket after 7 p.m. In addition the 
that S were stamped with a notice 
be no refunds would be made to 
=< failing to conform to the. 
cr Policy” of the theatre. Un- | 
*Foss-examination, Grody said | 
noting  ssement considered a printed | 
not be oplaining that Negroes would 
this ~Aremareaigg~ but decided against 
9 an ‘Cause it was felt it would 
‘ Magonize the colored population.” 
























_Shuberts 


ito sign . 
| Betty Garrett for the picture failed. 


‘Icetime’ Wow $50,000 In 
Finale; New Edition Due 


“Icetime,” “in its closing week, 
which ended Saturday (12) at the 


Center, Radio City, grossed around 


$50,000, which practically doubled 


| the previous week's takings. Schools 
being out for the Easter holidays | 
accounted for the upped attendance, | 
| daily matinees being given, all per- 
| formances having a $2.88 top. 


Skating revue is due to resume 
with new features on May 30 and 


| will probably be called “Icetime of 


1948.” Center will house the San 
Carlo Opera Co., starting next 
Wednesday (23) until May 4, it be- 
ing a seasonal spring date. 





edged standout, accounting for an ad- ao . | Cee etal, phat aeayeset ge 
verse word of mouth that could affect scale “bores iohiihe a ire prea vas 
$iCai SLOCKS whiie anotner pertains 

length of engagement. i e 
the g Bag to drama schools which aim to give 


Of Ballet Mix On 
Terpless Terpers 


The state of ballet, muddled all 
season, has been further complicated 
by the recent status of the Original 
Ballet Russe. 

Company, owned by Col. Vassily 
de Basil, comprised a group of 40 
Russian, Mexican and South Ameri- 
can dancers who were brought from 
South America last fall by de Basil 
to tour the U. S. in bookings by Sol 
Hurok. Hurok paid company’s sal- 
aries all during the U. S. engage- 
ment by arrangement with Ameri- 
can Guild of Musical Artists, union 
not desiring to sign directly with de 
Basil. 
with a nine-day stay at the N. Y. 
Metropolitan Opera House ending 
March 29. 

Since that time, however, de Basil 
has kept troupe on a day-to-day 
basis, with instructions not to leave 
town or get other jobs, as he plans 
sailing them to Barcelona for a sea- 
son of ballet. Group was supposed 
to sail April 25 on a Spanish 


freighter, but, according to reports, | 
|neither the Barcelona engagement 
|nor the sailing is definite, and there 


are no further bookings mentioned 
beyond the Spanish one. 

Meantime, with the season over, 
dancers are not on salary and don’t 
know if there is another one in 
prospect. Some dancers ‘have left. 


| but most are sitting around, since 
‘their passports have been taken up 


to make sailing arrangements. 
Those who are staying have no 
money. Hurok’s responsibility, of 


course, ceased with end of season 
March 29. matter now being de 
Basil's. Dancers claim they've had 
no money or advances from the lat- 
ter to keep them going, as well as 
no definite assurances of further 
employment other than the vague 
Barcelona booking. 
Bitter About Deal 

Roger Eude. owner of the Ballet 
des Champs Elysees, 
Paris early this month, bitter about 
the “deal” given his company. Lat- 


(Continued on page 52) 


2 Longstreet Book 


Musicals for B’way 
usicals for B 
Hollywood, April 15. 
“She Like "Em Handsome,” mu- 
sical comedy with book by Stephen 
Longstreet and songs by Sammy 
Cahn and Jule Styne, will be 
launched on Broadway by the 
and Monte Proser, with 
rehearsals scheduled for July 12. 
Another Longstreet book musical, 
entitled “Roxanne.” will be done by 
Nelson Gross and songwriters are 
now being lined up. Meantime Calin 
and Styne has been signed by War- 
ner Bros. to score “Romance in 
High C.” Michael Curtiz production 
starring Jack Carson. After attempts 
Betty Hutton and MGM's 





unknewn girls are now being tested 
for the lead. 


Company ftnished its season” 


returned te | 
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OUMMER LEGIT 
SOAR TONE 


A new high in rural summer legit 
stock companies is anticipated for 
this season, and estimates are for 125 
casts before the end of July. Up to 





|early this week 33 stock managers 


had registered with Equity, and 12 
already had made cash deposits to 
guarantee salaries, Earliest starting 
date is late May, and although the 
summer stock season will mount 
during June, most outfits will not be 


in action until the end of that month, 


a majority being slated to start dur- 


ing July for a season of approxi- | 
Last summer | 


mately two months. 
there were exactly 99 
troupes In operation. 


strawhat 


Most of the stocks that are definite 
for the summer are class A_ units, 
which have the privilege of trving 


out new plays. There are other 


mitted to do tryouts. As last year, 
there will be some newcomers among 
| the operators in the sticks, including 
|one or two from abroad. Casts for 
open-air musicals are said to be 
virtually completed. 


mit or three plays and are not per- 
' 


There are 56 stocks listed up to 
now, including those scheduled by 
Equity. They are: 

Elitch Gardens, Denver. Arnold P. 
Gurtler, mgr.; George Somnes, dir.: 
Edith Van Cleve, casting; 444 Madi- 
son avenue, N. Y. 

Greenwich Playhouse. Greenwich. 


Herbert Kramer, mgr., 234 West 44th 


street, N. Y. 

Chapel Plavhouse, Guilford, Conn. 
Lewis Harmon, mgr.; 545 Fifth av- 
enue, N. Y. 

Ivoryton, Conn. Milton Stiefel, 
mgr.; Henry Hudson hotel, N. Y. 

Theatre In The Dale, New Milford. 
Louis -Townsend. ° 

Westport Country Playhouse, 
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4K’s Rally Ys. 
Anti-Labor Law 


The legislative- committee of the 
Associated Actors and Artists of 
America, parent union for the talent 
, groups, has called a rally to be held 
Monday (21) at the 46th Street the- 
‘atre. N. Y., to protest to Congress 
. pending measures to restrict labor 
unions. Four A’s people state that 
although numerically the 
unions are small in comparison to 
those in mining and manufacturing 
fields, the same restrictions would 
apply. 

Other unions in show business are 
also protesting and one sent tele- 
grams to members warning them 
that “anti-labor legislation threatens 
to nullify all gains your union has 
won, even its very existence.” They 
were asked to protest to the Presi- 
dent, senators and congressmen. 


10% OF INVESTMENTS 


(Continued on 


“Brigadoon” had played but four 
and a half weeks up to Monday (14), 
when checks were sent to the musi- 
cal’s backers for 10% of the amounts 
ithey invested. Distribution repre- 
sented around $20,000. and never be- 
fore have angels gotten their hooks 
on any part of the money they put 
inte shows se quickly. 

Cheryl Crawford, 
the hit, inserted a laconic message 
with the checks reading: “Don't be- 
lieve all you hear about the Scotch.” 
“Brigadoon” is set in the highlands 
of Scotland. Show should earn back 
its total cost of around $190,600 
within four months 

San Antone Revue 
San Antonio, April 15. 

“Discoveries of 1947.” revue fea- 
turing harmonicaist John Sebastian 
and singer Belinda Richmond, will 
be presented by Sunken Garden 
Attractions. Inc., June 18 and 19, at 
Sunken Gardens 

i bridge Park. 


GH 


talent | 


BACK ON ‘BRIGADOON’ 


who produced 


theatre, Brecken- : 
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Mary Martin & Co. 


It won't only be Mary, but 
virtually “The Four Martins” in 
the road company of “Annie Get 
Your Gun” next fail. Mary Mar- 
tin’s 15-year-old son and five- 
year-old daughter will be in the 
cast with her, while husband, 
Richard Halliday, will accom- 
pany his tribe to take care of 
details. 

It’s understood the star ac- 
cepted the assignment because it 
offered the opportunity for the 
family’s being together. She's 
said to be getting 10% off the 
top, a la Ethel Merman’s Broad- 
way deal. 








O'Neill's Moon’ 
Seen Doubtful 
For New York 


Eugene O'Neill's “A Moon for the 
'Misbegotten” closed as planned by 
the Theatre Guild after several try- 
out engagements. Although it's 
slated for Broadway next fall, there 
appears.some doubt whether it will 
be shown to New Yorkers at all 

The only member of the play's 
five-person cast to have a run-of- 
| the-play contract with an option on 
his services for next season is James 
| Dunn. 
June 1 but it’s understood the Guild 
jhas already notified the actor that 
the option will not be exercised. 
“Moon” was slated for recasting but 
Dunn's performance was lauded. 
| Midwest critics dubbed “Moon”. as 
| “the Irish ‘Tobacco Road,” although 
jit is scened within and outside a 
'shabby Connecticut farmhouse. Re- 
| vealed that O'Neill cut 20 minutes 
| from the script after 
!epened in Columbus, 





' 


although he 


expire 


| 


} 


position Ticket Looks Certain 
In Equity Balloting for Councillers 


~ 


It’s reasonably sure that an op- 
position ticket for the 10 couneil 
posts will be balioted upon at Equi- 
ty'’s annual election. Objection is 
not posed agaénst the 
personally but because at least re- 
tiring councillors were not placed 
on the regular ticket 


candidates 


Customarily the nominating com- 
mittee names four or more incum- 
bents for another five-vear term on 
the council, but only two, Raymond 
Massey and Elliot Nugent. were 
selected. 

A third councillor who has been 
on the body for many years ad- 
vised the committee that he did 
not care to serve Those 
critical of the ticket squawked be- 
cause Ilka Chase, Frances Heflin 
and Aline MacMahon, whose terms 
next month, were not re- 


longer 


named. 


Peggy Wood, one of the nomina- 
tors, wrote a letter to the couneil 


setting forth the committee's ideas 


}in response to 


in selecting the new ticket, it being 
certain objections. 
She contends that the reason why 
more outgoing councillors were not 
chosen again for office was to pre- 
vent the council becoming dynastic. 
Miss Wood declared the selections 
were made in a thoroughly dem- 
ocratic manner. Understeod that six 
on the ticket were named 
imously, others getting 
ticket by 7-2 or*6-3. 

In response to the objectors, Alan 
Hewitt. Cornelia Otis Skinner and 
Myron McCormick, also nominators, 
are reported to have written to the 
council asking that a majority of 
that bedy sign a petition fer an 


unhan- 
onto the 


Option is dated to expire | opposition ticket. 


Objections were a surprise te the 
nominators, a majority of whom 
appeared to have given weight te 
letters from members sugesting 
candidates. 

Rules stipulate that independent 
nominations must be filed within 20 
days of election, and as that is dated 
for June 2 the opposition slate is 
due by or before May 13. Those 


the drama ‘decrying another ticket argue that 


such a move would hardly be com- 


‘refused to delete any part of “The pjimentary to the nominator, espe- 


'Tceman 
which went to the road from Broad- 
way last month. J. M. Kerrigan. 
who played Tad in “Moon,” was not 


Cometh,” overtime drama (cially in 


| Satisfied with the part and was re- | 


placed by Rhys Williams. Kerrigan 
complained that an Irishman 
| wouldn't say the lines that were 


|written, some of which were cen- | 


sored when “Moon” was in De'roit. 
“Iceman.” which drew close to 
capacity in Washington, is in its sec- 


ond week in Philadelphia after which | 


it will play dates until June 1. An 
extensive tour is mapped for the 
show next season. 


Dot Claire May Succeed 





light of the fact that 
former Equity president Bert Lytell 
is on the committee. 


10-WEEK OPERETTA 
SEASON FOR ATLANTA 


Atlanta will have open-air op- 
eretta for the first time, a 10-week 
season opening June 16 and con- 
tinuing until Aug. 24. performances 
to be given in the amphitheatre of 
North Fulton park. Spot. which 
is about seven miles from the cen- 
ter of the city. was built by the 
Works Progress Adminstration and 





a few local affairs it has been idle. 


om - 9» completed in 1940, but other than 
Ella Logan in ‘Fan 


Derothy Claire has been named The musical stock season is being 


standby-alternate for Ella Logan in 
“Finian’s Rainbow.” She _ succeeds 
Kitty Kallen, who resigned that spot 
early this week. 

Miss Logan is expected to do a 
personal appearance tour in vatude- 
ville houses, and has an offer from 
Monte Proser who's producing the 
forthcoming “Ziegfeld Follies.” 


‘Lute Seng’ Audience 


financed by local capital, with the 
cooperation of Davidson's depart- 
ment store, where tickets will be on 
sale. 

There will be guest stars, and 
the ensembles wil! be localites, simi- 
larly as for the St. Louis Munieipal 
Opera Co. and other outdoor op- 
eretta outfits. Already engaged ‘or 
one or more shows ire Allan Jones, 


Smoked Out in Chi Melissa Mason, Alexis Rotov, Mary 


Chicago, April 15. 
Smoke of undetermined origin 
which arose from vicinity of or- 


chestra pit during iirst act of “Lute 
Song” at Studebaker theatre here 
last Thursday (10) saw theatre 


gradually emptied of 860% of its 
occupants before smoke subsided. 


Margaret Spencer, Marita Fave}, 
Walter Cassel, Dorothy Sandlin, 
Lansing Hatfield, Norma Terris, 
Hopple, Charles Yearsly, Patricia 
Bowman, Edmund Dorsay, Edward 
Roecker, Davis Cunningham, Sybil 
Bowan, Eric Brotherson, Ollie 
Franks, Morton Bowe, Nina Oli- 


vette, Roy Atwell, Eleanore Lutton, 
Harry Stockwell and Evelyn Wychk- 
off. Stock players include Richard 
Clemens, LeRoi Operti and Geerge 


With first act still going on and Young. 


smoke danger over, a few venture- 
some souls began to filter back to 
seats with results that full 80% 
of evacuees were back in_ short 
order. With curtains fa)] at end 
‘of first stanza, company manage 


Philip Fein will be director, with 


Chet O’Brien as stage manager. 
Staff also includes: John McManus, 
musical director: John Lonergan, 


cance director: Ernest A. Southern 
and William Jordan, scenic design- 


John Charlies Gi:bert appeared on egs. and William Kemp, seenebuild- 


stage to thank audience for orderly 
retreat and subsequent reappear- 
‘ance. 


er. Harold C. Jacoby will be man- 
veing directer and Fred Schader is 
in charge ef press relations. 
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Give Legit Public a Break 


The Chanins’ announcement of new legit theatre construction 
points up the need for many theatre refinements, some so 
essential that many in and out of show business have frequently 
expressed themselves surprised “that in the face of all these 
handicaps there is a flourishing American legit theatre today.” 


Hollywoodites and the growing crop of visitors from abroad, 
attuned to the aesthetic in show business, are particularly 
shocked at the stodginess of the theatres themselves, insolence of 
house attaches (from boxoffice, if there’s a hit, to ushers), the 
money-grubbing coatroom and softdrink concessionnaires, and 
the like. Contrasted to the so-called “Roxy service” of ushering, 
free checking, and the like, the show bunch is surprised that the 
French idea of selling programs and compulsory tipping of the 
ushers hasn’t been piled on. In the winter they'll check your coat 





but you must carry your hat; in the summer they’ll grab your | 


hat. 


But above all, the gripes are aired chiefly against the musty 
theatres, the generally uninviting environment—and the uncouth 
mannerisms of legit theatre-goers. 
haviorism, especially at benefits or similar large theatre parties, 
is something beyond managerial control, the basic values from 
within the legitimate end of the business must be better 
regulated. It is hoped that new theatre construction will gweep | 
clean many of the chisels and annoyances. 


Niiami to Build 


2 Big Theatres 


Miami Beach, April 15. 
Legit, concert and ballet impre- 
sarios, among others, can look for- 
ward to adding this lush winter re- 
sort to itineraries in future seasons 


| 


| 
| 


| QUEENIE SMITH NAMED 


| in New York but the Theatre Guild 
; is the second legit outfit to establish 
| quarters in Hollywood to secure tal- 
| ent 
i Smith has 
|Coast Guild: post. 


Never is there a hatrack under the seats. 


Granting that public be- 


| 


Abel. 


COAST GUILD SCOUT 


Hollywood has film talent scouts | 


for Broadway 


been 


legit. Queenie 
appointed to the 
Leighton Brill is 


| also there for Rodgers and Hammer- 


with passage here this week of bond | 


issue to build a $750,000 convention 
auditorium and announcement by 
private interests of a projected $1,- 
000,000 theatre to house these phases 
of entertainment. 


Long-needed auditorium will take 
shape this summer if production ap- 
proval is forthcorfing. That the 
okay will come seems a foregone 


a necessity for the economic de- 
velopment of the hotel industry 
here, which is seeking to build sum- 
me i> the biz. 


+ 
¢enlta 


rium | staffs, Mitzi Hajos, 


| poi 


stein, 


who are 
with the guild 
Heretofore managers have gone 
to Hollywood to survey studio tal- | 
ent for legit shows and have ap- 


closely associated 


| Alfred bro 


| Joe The 


| tos 

















Play Out of Town 
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3 Indelieaie Ladies 
New Haven, April 10. 


———— 


Hunt Stromberg, dr., and Thomas 
Spengler (in association with Irving Cooper) 
production of mystery farce in three acts, 


A : Bela 
- scenes, by Hugh Evans. Stars E , 
conan. 1 Landis; 


Lugosi, Directed by Jessie Royce 

setting and lighting, Stewart Chaney, pro- 
duction associate, Thomas Klwell. Opened 
at Shubert theatre, New Haven, April 19, 
'47; $3 top. 

Kelly ..ses eeceertereseeeese® 
Roberts 


Mux 


..Jayn Fortner 
Klaine Stritch 
...-Joey Faye 

Ann Thomas 
Alexander Clark 
Sam Phelps Ray Walston 
Heart... v.cccctecveses Jack Arnold 
Francis X. O'’Rourke......+.--- .Bela Lugosi 
Mrs. Henrietta Brook Frances Brandt 
ee reeeeesees Katherine Squire 
Charles Mendick 
Robert Schuler 


Walling 


Mr. 
Morgan.....-+eeeeeeeteerrss 


1K; 


Lewes eeeneres 


. Stratton 





Hinterland ballyhoo on tryout of 
“3 Indelicate Ladies” has it listed 
as “headed for Broadway.” For the 
time being it might be well for it 
lip quietly off the train at 125th 
Street and let it go at that. 


As of its breakin, play is just one 


of those theatrical flowers that 
bloomer in the spring. However, 
with proper cultivation along re- 
vised lines, it looks like a fair 
gamble for a fall replanting. As is, 
there are too many weeds in the 
setup—lack of bellylaughs, light- 


weight plot development, question- 
able casting—to rectify the mistakes 
merely by plucking out the negative 
items. 
The 
find 


who 
in 


three femmes 
inadvertently 


idea of 
themselves 


the distaff - detective business has 
comedy potentialities worthy of 
propagation. That the present at- 


tempt fails is due to a combination 
of character underdevelopment, plot 
confusion and a lack of sock comedy 
to offset implausibility of farce 
foundation. 


Play’s title is a misnomer. There's 


ted Coast agents to represent/| nothing indelicate about the trio— 


| them but only one (R. & H.) opened| they are merely the victims of a 
| offices for that purpose. Miss Smith 


will be on the hunt for people not | 


i only for Rodgers and Hammerstein’s | 
|“Allegro,” which the Guild will pro- | 


| sel,” 


é egone | duce in the fall, but for replace- 
conclusion, what with the building | 


ments to “Oklahoma!” and “Carou- | 
Guild’s current musicals. 
There are two former femme mu- 
sical comedy names on managerial | 
with the Shu- | 


| berts, and Lina Abarbanel, with the | 
|Dwight Deere Wiman office for | 
years. 


rise, 
24 auu developed by 
herb Elisburg, former Chi film-| 


house operator, and Sam Swerdloff, 
public relations man from New 
York, will seek’ to raise the mill 
necessary via stock issues to be 


handled by a local bank. Plans in- nessee Williams’ recently completed 
clude an arcade for stores, dressing | play, “A Streetcar Named Desire,” 
rooms and living quarters for visit-| for production next season. She'll | 


ing companies, seating capacity of 
1,500, plus all the latest improve- 
ments in theatre building. 

House will be offered to producers 
for pre-Broadway tryouts with a 
two-week minimum guarantee via a 
subscription group already being 
organized, with original-cast touring 
companies also to be included in 
bookings. Competition with the civic 
auditorium will be avoided via co- 
operative dating. 

Only previous attempts at bring- 
in” theatre here was made last sea- 
son by Boothbay (Me.) players, who 
dicn’t come back this year because 
of lack of suitable house for presen- 
tation of stock repertoire. and the 
ill-fated Gant Gaither Little theatre 
built in pre-war years and which is 
now a Christian Science Church. 
Hotel interests are solidly lined up 
behind both civic and private proj- 
ects, as well as winter residents who 
come here from the big cities and 
who will make up the bulk of the 
sukscription groups. 











| 


ion 





Irene Selznick Pacts 
New Williams Play 


Irene Selznick has acquired Ten- | 





place it in rehearsal in August song 
out-of-town preem in September, 
and then bring it to Broadway. 

It's Williams first since “Glass | 
Menagerie” and has a.New Orleans 
locale. Playwright spent a year in 
that city writing it. 


Sherek Back to England 


. British producer Henry Sherek is 
slated to fly back to London after 
the opening tonight (Wednesday) of 
his “Message for Margaret” at the 
Plymouth, N. Y., produced in the 
U. S. by Stanley Gilkey and Barbara 
Payne, in association with him. 
Upon his return to. England, 
Sherek will catch up with “Edward, 





My Son,” new play by Robert Mor- 
ley and Noel Langley, which Mrs. 
Sherek is currently rehearsing in 
Leeds. Play, which stars Peggy Ash- 
croft, is scheduled to open in Lon- 
don June 11 after a tour of the 
provinces. 








SAMUEL FRENCH 


SINCE 1830 
Play, Brokers and 


Authors’ Representatives 


25 Avest 45th Street, New York 
811 West 7th Street. Los Angeles 





Reviving ‘Pastures’ 
Jean Dalrymple will revive “Green 
| Pastures,” in conjunction with Marc 
Connelly, who adapted the legiter 


|New production will contain a spe- 
lcially written prolog which has been 
| approved by the National Associa- 
tion for the Advancement of Colored 
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WANTED 2 MEN 


SET CONSTRUCTIONIST 
STAGE MANAGER 


for reputable summer theatre near 
New York. Write, stating quualifica- 
tions, to Variety, Box 415, 154 West 
16th St., New York 19. ; 








eemeenneneed 


SUMMER HOME FOR RENT 
Famous artists’ Bucks County home, 
beautifully furnished, living room, 
ibrary, dining room, powder room, 
‘tehen. 107 acres farm. Caretaker 
nd gardener on premises. 2-car 
carage, four bedrooms, three baths, 
»/udie house with room, lavatery and 
shower. From Mey Ist to October 
Ist, 82,500. Wynne James, Jr., 
&4 N. Main Street, Doylestown, Pa., 
Doylestown 214 or 4519 (open Sun- 








|Canada Lee may have a leading role. 
Original show was produced by 
Rowland Stebbins in 1930. . 





Shows in Rehearsal 


| 
| “The Medium” and “The ‘Tele- 
| phone” — Chandler Cowles and 
Efrem Zimbalist, Jr. 
“Portrait in Black”—David Lowe 
|and Edgar Luckenbach, Jr. 
“Love For Love” (revival)—John 
C. Wilson and Theatre Guild. 
“Louisiana Lady’’—Hall Shelton. 
“Heads or Tails” —H. J. Langs- 
felder and Ervin Drake. 
“Miracle in the Mountains”— 





days.) 


Archer King and Harrison Woodhull. 


|from the Roark Bradford stories. | 


series of screwy circumstances. A 
more appropriate tag might be, 
“Gumshoes, Inc.” 


Kelly, Roberts and Morgan are re- 
spectively secretary, receptionist and 


| file clerk in the office of a recently 


deceased private detective whose 
hobby had been the collection of 
murder instruments involved in 
famous crimes. Girls are broke and, 
in desperation. Morgan runs what 
she thinks is a blind ad soliciting 


clients. Coincidence has a fresh 
murder tallying with the ad, and 
| subsequent complications involve 


trio with a nutty killer who softens 
up for Morgan because she is “the 


| only person who ever trusted him.” 
| Action includes the customary body 


falling out of the wardrobe, the shot 
from nowhere just as a character 
is about to disclose the murderer’s 
name, and the familiar chest where 
the menace hides “because it’s the 
only place where the cops never 
look.” 

If they paid off on the basis of 
effort, this cast would go far. 
Troupe goes through more gymnas- 
tics than a pug in training but un- 
fortunately all that comes of it is 
physical exhaustion for the cast and 
an allied weariness for the audience. 
Bela Lugosi attempts to shoulder 
the incongruous burden of a Hun- 
garian accent tied to an Irish char- 
acter named Francis X. O’Rourke, 
who was born in Finland. The par- 
lay overwhelms him. Added is the 
fact that he is given no opportunity 
to capitalize on the horror angle 
which established him as a heavy. 
Ann Thomas is okay as the slightly 
dumb Morgan, and balance of large 
cast runs from fair enough to so-so! 


Staging has followed a graph of 
humps and hollows in parallel with 
the script itself. Given better 
scrivening support, the outcome in 
direction .department could have 
been different. 


Single setting shows macabre as- 
sortment of murder weapons in of- 
fice of late detective. One more 
reason why “Ladies” should be held 
off for revision is the fact that those 
weapons might be too much of a 
temptation for Gotham crix if play 
were taken in in present shape. 

Bone. 





Play on Broadway 











been omy and which removes the for- | 
|mer NAACP objections to the play. | 


Virginia Reel 


Fxperimental Theatre's presentation of 
Leonard Field's production of play in three 
iets (one set) by John and Harriett Weaver. 
Directed by Gerald Savory: set, Richard 
Rernstein: lighting, Herbert Brodkin At 
Princess theatre, N. Y., April 13, °47; $3 
subscription. 

Old Man Henry Haskins....Alan MacAteer 
Meth Jar POMMITIE . 0 0c coccsce limsey Somers 
Creed Haskins..... .. Barbara Leeds 
Sete. TMM i 4. cccecsccses Don MaclLaughiin 
Ramee TGtvil. scocecsec , ..James Daly 
heen Sowers.... ..Philip Yournans Remer 
The Widow Curtis......... .... Reta’ Shaw 
Ernie Brunk... .csccre .Robee kmhardt 
\ Relle Haskins Jetti Preminger 
Turk POR. cc cscccceccs Richard Shankland 
Two Movers. .C. J. Parsons, William Tregoe 


“Virginia Reel,” by John and Har- 


riett Weaver. as projected by the Ex- | 


perimental Theatre at the Princess 
theatre. N. Y., Sunday night (13) 
seemed a far from happy valedictory 
choice. It was the final production of 
the five-play series, and probably the 
most tedious. A sparser and less en- 


Inside Stuff—Legit 


Cost of producing “Annie Get Your Gun” for the road will probab 
considerably less than the original, still selling out on Broad 
Ethel Merman starred. Actual cost of the original settings 
was $260,000, added to which was $40,000 in try out red 
amount occasioned when the show's debut was delayed by a defecti: 
backstage gridiron girder. There is a damage suit pending over the os 
resulting from the postponement, case being Rodgers and Hammnessalll 
show’s producers, versus the Shuberts, who contend the weight “et 
scenery and lighting equipment caused the beam to buckle. the 

It’s expected that the cost of the road “Annie,” which opens in 
Oct. 4, with Mary Martin starred, will halve that of the present sho 
there will be no tryout losses. There will be a saving in buil 
replica production during a slack time in scenic 


ly be 
way with 
and Costumes 
and a similar 


Dallas 


ding th 
Studios, and the oe 


may apply to the costumes. English productions of “Annie” and “Okl 
homa” will probably cost much less than the originals also, both bakes 
made over there. ing 





The motorized tour @f “Life With Father” has terminated after bej 
out for 23 weeks, with two ex-GlIs, James Kling and David Jones, handling 
the show. They went into the red for a modest sum but expect to tale 
to the road similarly next season with a play calling for a lower enuai 
ing nut. Traveling 23 people, 16 in the cast, plus a crew, they played 
129 stands, including a three-day date in Miami, the other dates being on 
nighters. Show played New England and then went south running inns 
abnormally chilly weather, using a bus and trailer for transportation, 
High sehool auditoriums were played principally, with around 10% bein 
theatres. . 

Civie bodies and clubs sponsored “Father,” which played at $3.60 to 
which appeared too high in smaller communities. hen meeting with 
locals while booking the show, it was discerned that only two or three 
out of 12 on committees had heard about “Father” though it is approach. 
ing the end of its seventh year on Broadway and has toured for almost 
that long. 


American Theatre Wing's first annual dinner in memory of Antoinette 
Perry, its former director, went into the red for around $1,500, which 
producer Brock Pemberton assumed, costs being higher than anticipated, 
More awards (Tonys, a la Oscar) were given than were originally listed, 
and that item amounted to $700. It’s possible that tickets, which were 
priced at $7.50, including gratuities for the initial dinner, at the Waldorf. 
Astoria, April 6, will cost slightly more hereafter, but the basic idea is 
that the event be non-profit. 

Two managements acknowledged the Antoinette Perry “Tonys” awards 
by inserting extra-space ads in the dailies last week for those cited in 
connection with “Another Part of the Forest” and “All My Sons.” The 
space went to Patricia Neal, who making her first Broadway appear- 


ance in “Forest,” also to Arthur Miller, author, and Elia Kazan, director 
of “Sons.” 





When “Oklahoma!” opens in London standins for the ehorus will be on 
the payroll, that being an added operating expense not figured upon when 
the arrangements were made. Average pay to Americaa ensemble people 
overseas is $65 weekly, whereas British chorine pay is $25 per week. 
There will be 29 standins and it is figured that all will have joined the 
show within six months, Ameriean chorus returning within that period 
so that double income tax will not apply. Americans are permitted to 
work in England for 183 days without the British tax being applicable, 
same going for English eitizens over in the U. S. 


Standins will not apply to the English showing of “Annie Get Your 
Gun,” which will have an all-British cast with the exception of two leads, 


nor will they be necessary for the tryout date of “Oklahoma!,” which 
starts Friday in Manchester. 





Booking of Trudi Schoop and her comic ballet into the Ziegfeld, N. Y, 
for two performances Sunday (20), for troupe's first Manhattan appearance 
in eight years, was a last-migute setup. Swiss group had done 16 weeks 
of touring U. S. under $ol Murok booking, with no N. Y. performance 


planned (it played Brooklyn recently, however), and was to sail April 21 
for Zurich. 


Accommodations, however, couldn't be arranged, so sailing was put off 
to the 28th. Since Hurok had guaranteed a 21st sailing, he had to fill upa 
week of engagements on the rush. Two dates were set at the Ziegtel 
two more in Montreal, and two others elsewhere. Company of 16, head 


by Miss Schoop, will present latter’s newest choreography, a nine-scene 
dance-comedy titled “Barbara.” 





Herman Levin, co-producer of “Gall Me Mister” with Melvyn Douglas, 
rates the revue as having cost less to produce than any musical on the 
Broadway list. He states “Mister” only cost $129,000, while another $25,000 
on deposit with unions represents guarantees. Profit of $90,000 has been 
divided among backers to date, after $101,000 was paid for the road com- 
pany production. There is $50,000 in reserve. Attorney-manager Levin 
estimates that when the road “Mister” settles down in Chicago the profit 
on the two companies will approximate $14,000 weekly. 








drawn characters, lacks pace in spin- 


occasion slows up to a walk. 


Old Man Hawkins, tippler and more 
getished edition of “Tobacco Road’s” 

eeter Lester, operates a rundown 
country store in Virginia. His daugh- 
ter Creed has shouldered the burden 
of keeping him out of debt and de- 
ae her marriage to a town dandy, 
who'd rather play his harmoniea un- 
der a shade tree than work. May 
Belle, another daughter, returns after 


of it has been spent in “fancy houses ” 
which adds to Complications. “a 
and other natives are hepped up on a 
boom that will bring industry to the 
town. Everybody sinks his all in land 
and Hawkins decides to doll up the 
store. It’s a phony tip, and although 
the bottom falls out of everything 
it all ends well and Creed lassoes 
her guy. 

Despite lack of motivation, there 
are some splendid performances by 
the cast. Barbara Leeds is attractive 
and lends piquant charm as the faith- 
ful daughter.. Rita Shaw clicks as the 
giddy widow on the make for an- 
other husband. Alan MacAteer is 





okay as Haskins, and Jetti Preminger 
| does a nifty job as the erring gal. 
Robert Emhardt keeps things merry 
as the political-minded tax collectot 
Rest of the cast also do well. Ger 
ald Savory has done the best he could 
with direction. Richard Bernstein 
and Herbert Brodkin rate a nod for 
setting and lighting. Edba, 





thusiastic audience than on previous | 
occasions were on hand for the bow- | 
out. 

Play, while having some well- 


ning yarn, which upon more than one | 


an eight-year absence, hinting some | 


Terpless Terpers 


Continued from page 51 





ter was to be presented in N. Y. and 
elsewhere by Michael Todd this 
spring, bookings falling through 
when it was apparent there’d be 
business for the ballet, which isn’t 
known in the U. S. Sets and cos 
tumes had been shipped to N. Y- 
and five people were here for * 
month, awaiting settling of arranse 
ments. French government had ad- 
vanced $30,000 for transportation of 
40 dancers as a goodwill gestu 
money being used to take sets at 
five people back. Eude left, blam- 
ing Todd for the fiasco, and threat: 
ening a boycott of American balle 
companies in Paris as retaliation. 
Hurok has contract to present the 
Original Ballet Russe again in the 
U. S. next season. If, however, 0 
doesn't return, he may sign Eudes 
Champs Elysees group, or the nee 
Grand Ballet Russe which Marquis 
de Cuevas is organizing in France, 
or both. Marquis, who headed = 
ill-fated Ballet International coup” 
seasons back, will pick dancers from 
his old group and others t bane 





o como 
| with group at Monte Carlo. Marquis, 


who was artistic director of Or® 
° He 


'is no longer connected w 
/signed as general director 
new Grand Ballet Russe for 
' years, 
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SCULLY’S SCRAPBOOK 


By Frank Scully 
Palm Springs, April 5. 


Optimistic s ring note: Writer, telephoning hts wife about a luncheon 
date he had with a producer, was asked how it came out. 
“Oh, fifty-fitty,” he said. 
sked for details, he added: 
tt showed up and he didn't.” 








sé. 
ovrrrrr™ 








Service With a Smile 


Spring being now accepted as official, even by those who still use the old | 
Russian calendar, we should see a general loosening of good will all along 


the line. People should not only be feeling better but acting betier. To 


help speed this era of good feeling Scully is going in for leading with his | 


kindly light amid all this encircling gloom. 

In Dauy Variety, for instance, it is noted the Satevepost’s Pete Martin 
is hunting high and low in Hollywood for Mike Curtiz and can't find him 
for some data he needs on account Curtiz has gone L.A. to NY. It is 
also recorded that Gene Fowler has gone L.A. to N.Y. for intimate notes 
concerning Jimmy Walker. Finally there’s a squib that Danny Kaye 


seems desperate for material, particularly some triple-plated lyrics which | 


make a nit every place where language is still misunderstood. In brief, 
everywhere. 

It so happens that I can help out all three. Since it’s spring I intend to. 
In fact I feel so good that if long distance phones were not having spring 
fever of their own I'd call Fowler in N.Y. and offer him anything he wants 
from a trunkload of Walkerisms I have in the garage of Bedside Manor. 

Kaye, too, is going to be disposed of in a jiffy. 


ing than if it had been composed by the State Department. I don't know 
who wrote it, but it must run back into the last century. It’s old, but fol 


timeliness it’s about as out-of-date as tomorrow morning. It runs like | 


this: 


RUSSIAN AND TURK 


There was a Russian came over the sea, 
Just when the war was growing hot; 
And his name it was Thalikavakaree- 

Shikbadirova- 

Ivarditzova- 

Sanilik 

Danerik 

Varagobhot. 


A Turk was standing upon the shore, 
Right where the terrible Russian crossed, 
And he cried: “Bismallah! I'm Ab-El-Kor- 

Bazarou-Kilgonautosobross- 

sgobross- 

Getfinpravadi- 

Kligekoladji 

Grivino 

Blivido- 

Jenidkoosk!” 


So they stood like brave men long and well; 
And they called each other their proper names, 
Till the lockjaw seized them, and where they tell 
They buried them both by the Irdesho Ss 

Kalatalustchuck 

Mischtaribusiclup- 

Bulgari- 

Dulbary- 

Sagharimsing. 


For the Love of Mike 


Mike Curtiz's case is, however, a little bit more difficile, and will take 
much longer to solve. He is neither dead nor in the public domain, and 
it is a question whether Pete Martin would get very far with Curtiz in 
One or two interviews anyway. Most people take at least three confer- 
ences to understand what Curtiz said im the first. 


Nevertheless, I have a whole flock of notes on him which I think might 
help Martin and the Post. 


Uleers of Iron 


Most directors look like old Cadillacs, or Characters. Some look like 
actors who didn’t quite make it. Mike is sort of in-between. He is a 
pleasant, open-faced fella, with” rosy complexion, blue eyes and preciors 
little blond hair. He's thin enough to have ulcers, but his general disposi- 
tion belies this. Anyway, a guy who stays 20 years on the same lot either 
Owns it or has -ulcers of iron. 

Twenty years away from continental Europe, and even longer from his 
native Hungary, he still retains his old world charm. He still bows from 
the waist on being introduced. Alt Wein stuff. 

There’s something incongruous about a guy named Mike bowing from 
the waist, but I guess that’s because I possess the completely erroneous 
idea that it’s an Irish name. Romanoff does it, too. So did Gencral 
Mikhailovitch. In fact most of the boys in the Balkans do. I suspect it’s 
one way of ducking the bullets. 


The New Freedom 


In 20 years around Warners, Mike-has attained most of the four free- 
doms, especially freedom from want, and freedom from fear, but he is still 
working on freedom of speech. 

I asked him at a recent interview how long he'd been a citizen and he 
Said he had applied for citizenship immediately upon his arrival in 
America, and had become a citizen five years later. I asked if he were a 
Hungarian, and he said “No. I'm an American.” 
that and sort of puts up his dukes in saying it I believe him, 100°, accent 
or no accent. 

He wants no part of Hungary. He had poor pickings there. His father 
was acarpenter. There were four boys and four girls in the family. They 
ad tough going. 

He said he pulled out of Hungary at the age of 10 and went to work in 

weden. The lilygilders over in the public relations department list him 
&s son of an “architect” who became a second Jieutenant in the Hungarian 


Was wounded. This reduced Mike to making Red Cross newsreels giving 
im a foothold in the picture business and from there he worked out of 
uUNgary into UFA in Berlin and then to Denmark and from there to 
orway and Sweden, and finally to France. 

n these wanderjahren he had met Lubitsch, Stiller, Seastrom, Garbo 
8nd°Veidt, among others, and he is credited with having written, directed 
and produced 60 pictures. 
is isn't as formidable as it sounds. Almost every director in Europe 
in those days did all or nothing at all, and Mike was no exception. He 
was squeezing one into the cans in Paris when Harry Warner caught his 
act, liked it and signed him for seven years. 

This turned out to be a life sentence. In Paris Warner asked him 
how much he was making. Mike said 43,000 francs. So Harry Warner 
Said he'd give him 50,000 the first year, 60,000 the second year and so on. 

hen Mike turned his first check into dollars in Hollywood he found he 

Was making $143 to direct cultural items like “The Girl From Chicago, | 
€nderloin” and “Noah's Ark.” On that teke-home pay he couldn't afford 

® car and had to hop a bus to work. Of course, Warners has more than 

made up the difference since. as Mike. with “Yankee Doodle Dandy, 

dge City,” “The Sea Hawk,” “This Is the Army, “Casablanca,” Mil- 


T 
dred Pierce” and currently “Life With Father,” has been a major contri- | rid of the higher-paid employees.” 


bution to the company’s solvency. 

He came originally to Hollywood to make the life of Napoleon. But the 
first thing the studio told him to try his continental culture on was this 
“Girl From Chicago” thing. At least, that’s what he told me, though the 
studio boys list “Tenderloin” as his first. Could they be the same thing? 
I thought the Tenderloin was south of Herald Square. 

Well, anyway, Mike’s next one was “Under a Texas Moon.” After that 
he made 73 pictures for Warners and never got around to Napoleon in 
any of them. By now he is pretty tired of the mere idea of Napoleon. 

For “The Girl From Chicago” he knew so little about girls, or Chicago, 
that he decided to look up the sheriff and have himself planted in the can 
for a week. The result was that by the time they shot the picture he knew 
more about criminology than the technical advisor. 

For “Under a Texas Moon” he was even smarter. He did his research 
in the public library. I guess the moon shines more there than it does in 
Texas anyway. 

He Wants To Make Haym 

At present Mike is enjoying the last of his four freedoms. He has full 
Say on stories and doesn’t have to do more than two pictures a year on 
his new Warner contract. 

I asked him if he had a favorite story he’d like to make, and he said 
he'd like to do “The Patriot.” not the one Emil Jannings did but the Haym 
Salomon story from the American Revolution. 

I wanted to know why nobody makes an honest biography; as honest 
for instance, as Frank Harris’s biography of Oscar Wilde. Mike countered 
by reminding me that motion pictures are not completely an art. He 
pointed out also the inevitable censor troubles. I countered with a-crack 
“Why bother about individual state censorship? For instance, if Memphis 
should object to one specific subject why shelve a whole magnificent idea 
because of that, when you had the rest of the world market at your feet? 
Why not just say ‘Memphis would bring us so much. Okay, we write it 





I discovered a lyric |} 
which deals with Russia and Turkey, and it is, if possible, more confus- | 


And when a guy says , 


heavy artillery and spent most of his time on the Russian front until he | 


off and forget about releasing it in Memphis, and if any solvent peasant 

there wants to see the picture, we will advertise in southern papers that 

he will have to go to N. Y. to see it’.”. I had hardly got into my subject 

when Mike’s thinning hair burst into flames and he rushed to the tele- 

phone to tell his story editors all about it 
You take it from here, Pete. 


Lt. 
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Bergman on Hosses tusual, has broken the story wide 
The horse-player, daring exponent ,open in its issue of March 26, and 
of the free enterprise system, could |something simply will have to be 
gain both classical and practical edu- |done about it... ” 
cation from Dan Parker’s tome, “The! Fijm 
ABC of Horse Racing,” which Ran- of the device whereby, for around 
dom House considerately *put into | $5,900, judicious buying-up of copies 
circulation while all of us, nose-to-the- | of a new book could make a respect- 
chart-philes and breed researchers |able pasition among the Top 15 in 


story editors became aware 





jare masterminding the spring meets. |the N.Y. Times and Herald Trib’s | 


| The erudite Mr. Parker, who con- | bestseller lists, and thus entice Hol- 
|sistently amuses N.Y. Daily Mirror |jywood interest. It’s comparable to 
readers with his sports comment, has | the odoriferous “drive” in Tin Pan 
turned out a very readable thesis | Alley where. by subsidy or other- 
embracing a bit of history about the wise, sometimes the most mere- 
breed, the turf, and all the other tricious tunes get on “the sheet’’- 
things that have brought horserac- log of radio plugs—and enjoy a 
ing and betting up to a position in vogue beyond their true worth. 

|the social scheme that makes it a How “the drive” works in the book 


jbillion dollar folly. see é , 
: m business has still another Hollywood 
Mr. Parker writes that “America |twist. It concerns a current novel, 


ing for a century and three-quarters studio had purchased as a theoretical 
after its discovery.” Columbus, he “hot property.’ Came casting time 
says, had no idea he was discovering ‘and one of its stars —sorely needed 
the greatest horse-playing country to bolster the weak story purchase— 
jon earth. I really don’t know how balked at the assignment. Where- 
the folks got along all these years |upon he was cagily taken to lunch, 
| without this fun. But of all the once in the Hollywood & Vine zone, 
expert information in this little gem |and another time in the Beverly 
|none will be more resented than Mr. | Hills shopping center and “accident- 
Parker's advice on how to beat the ally” shown bibliotheque windows 
}races. He sums it up in three words: | with large displays of the book in 
‘“Do Not Try.” question, Under misimpression book 
Being a realist, he points out that stores across the country were sell- 
ino horse player wants to learn the |ing this book like French postcards, 
‘truth “about his favorite diversion, the star acquiesced to the story as- 
distraction or obsession.” He takes signment. 
}a nice rap at the breakage laws and 
ihe minces no words about the | 19th International P. E. N. Congress 
phoney touting services. But he does! The 19th Congress of the P.E.N.. 
'recognize that legitimate information | World’s Writers Association. will be 
can be obtained from handicappers | held in Zurich (Switzerland). June 
whose services could not be afforded 2-6. Delegates and guests from all 
|by the average horse player. He countries, except Russia and includ- 
‘knows all about the rackets includ- | ing Germany, will attend. The New 
ling “doping” and “fixing” and he | York P.E.N. will be fully repre- 
statistically covers everything that sented, as next year’s Congress will 
should be of real interest to every be held in N.Y. in June. 
_bettor. Each P.E.N. Centre .will send two 
The book is well organized, cou- Official delegates, and there will be 
cluding with a very comprehensive a certain number of guests of honor. 
glossary. Am sure all of us “breed- |Desmond McCarthy. president of 
improvers” could learn a lot if we |the London P.E.N., will attend, as 
put our psychology in Col. Park- | will Hermon Ould, the international 
er’s hands, but then we would mics | secretary, and a number of distin- 
all the pleasure we have trying to guished English P.E.N. members 
outsmart all the experts. uch as Storm Jameson, Phyllis 








book. Parker fails to explain why | Lantz, Jack Lindsay and Arthur 
|most of us patrons always say “Who ,Calder-Marshall. 

; win the last race?” I'll tell you. We Members will discuss a number of 
just have to ignore the past tense resolutions, and will hear various 


. .. The real honest-to-God horse- | lectures, among them one by Thomas | 


player only lives in the present and | Mann on “Nietzsche.” There will be 

future. 'official receptions and excursions to 

|; Not a bad philosophy. 

| One more point. He quotes the | ends June 6 with an official dinner 

adage that “all horse players die | and dance. 

broke.” I thinks it was Damon Run- | aoa 

yon who sarely added “so does near- | Bronx Home News Fires 17 

ly everyone else.” | A new outbreak in the wave of 
—Maurice Bergman, firings on New York daily newspa- 

‘Ed. note—The writer otherwise | pers occurred last week, with the 

handicaps Universal - International | Bronx Home News leading the par- 

Pictures as its eastern ad-publicity | ade by dismissing 17 employees. Pa- 

whipcracker). per is an affiliate of the N. Y. Post 
ennai which began the wave. Among those 

These Phoney ‘Best-Sellers’ dismissed on the sheet are P. W. 


“Several publishers have been , Tell, legit and film critic for the last 
trving to fird ways of putting a 26 years, and Sol Cohen. advertising 
stop to this flagrant corruption of 'manager for the paper's amusement 
the best-seller lists for some time,” section for 21 years. 


writes Bennett Cerf in his Saturday Home News’ publishers attributed 
Review of Literature column, “but, the firings to incompetence, but the 
pending a possible solution, have American Newspaper Guild termed 
nes‘iatcd to make a public announce- such reasons “phony.” declaring the 
‘ment. Now Vantery, on the ball as dismissals are an attempt to “get 


had to get along without horse rac- |not particularly worthy, which one | 


One thing is omitted from the Bentley, H. F. Rubinstein, Robert | 


| Basle and Lucerne. The Congress | 


'Case is now in arbitration, along 
with those of the N. Y. Times, Her- 
,ald Tribune, Post and PM, which to- 
gether have fired 76 people to date. 
N. ¥. World-Telegram has also dis- 
‘missed four employees but the Guild 
is still investigating that case to de- 
termine whether the firings were 
legal. 


Rose Vs. Rose Books 
Billy Rose’s anthology of his Bell- 
syndicated “Pitching Horseshoes” 
columns, via Simon & Schuster book 


publication this fall, may stymie 
Random House’s publication of his 
biography, “The Fabulous Billy 
Rose.” by Maurice Zolotow Since 


its recent Collier’s serialization, the 
unexpurgated version for book pub- 
lication is being held up by Rose, 
with result RH may find itself out- 
stepped and eclipsed by the “Pitch- 
ng Horseshoes” book which Rose 
now seems to favor 


Among Guggenheim Winners 

Recipients of fellowships from the 
John Simon Guggenheim memorial 
foundation include for 1947, among 
122 named, John Hales Whitney, Hol- 
lywood film experimenter who will 
carry on work in the field of ani- 
mated sound films; Charles Edward 
Weidmun, dancer and choreographer 
working on a choreographic inter- 
pretation of James Thurber’s “Fables 
for Our Times”; and Beaumont Hall, 
New York writer preparing book on 
the history, economics and esthetics 
of American photography. Total 
money grants to the 122 award win- 
ners this year amounted to $310,000 
to be used by scholars and artists for 
specialized, non-commercial projects. 


On the Button 
The Time boys got one of those 
timely ‘ouch!) breaks with their 
Durocher cover and story the same 
week suspension of the Dodgers’ 
manager was announced. 


! 
CHATTER 
Vanguard Press bringing out a 
book version next fall of “Tubby the 
Tuba,” hit kid album. 


June Truesdell finished a new 
novel, “Scatter the Stars,” for pub- 
lication by Dodd, Mead. 

Jay Dratler’s novel, “Pitfall,” will 
be translated into French and Ger- 
man editions by Crowell. 

Dan Parker dedicated “The ABC 
|of Horse Racing” (Random House) 
to his agent, Mark Hanna. 

Inez Wallace in Hollywood on her 
annual news gathering tour as film 
| editor of the Cleveland Plain Dealer. 
Eda Edson, Republic drama coach, 
; reported an order for 50,000 more 
‘copies of her book, “If You Want to 
| Act.” 

Holiday’s May issue devoting a 
sizable section to Chicago, contains 
a Baedacker of the niterty industry 
by George Frazier. 

Look’s current piece on Milton 
Berle calls him “Million Dollar 
Clown.” Article includes excerpts 
from his Varimry columns. - 

Myron L, Boardman, manager of 
Prentice-Hall’s tradebook division, 
/ named a veepee of the company and 
; Will continue to head the division. 
| Anita Colby has joined the author- 
| ing brigade: preparing a book on 
‘beauty, fashion and personality for 
Prentice-Hall publication next 
spring. 

Gene Fowler has just okayed to 
Random House that he will do the 
‘foreword for Louis Sobol’s “Some 
, Days Were Happy,” autobiog due in 
, August, 
| Frank Taggart has returned to 
'Faweett Publications, after more 
|than three years in the Navy, as 
|} editorial art director of Mechanic 
Illustrated. 

Forrest J. Ackerman opens a new 
| literary agency in Los Angeles, de- 
voted exclusively to fantastic and 
weird fiction. He partly edits a fan 
mag called Fanews. 

George Frazier completed chapter 
on Irving Berlin which is to be in- 
cluded in his book, “The One With 
the Moustache is Costello,” sched- 
uled for September publication by 
| Random House. 

The Herbert Stanley Renton col- 
lection of 1,450 books on the theatre 
has been acquired by the Indiana 
University Library. Renton, New 
Rochelle, N. Y¥., inventor and col- 
lector, spent more than 20 years col- 
| lecting books and literature dealing 
with the theatre. He died in 1939. 

Oliver Daniels, CBS staff director 
and authority on musical ameri- 
cana. signed with Crowell Publish- 
ing to do a book on the history of 
American music for “Growth of 
America” Tentatively titled 
‘Music in America,” the volume will 
covel 18th Century indigenous 
American music, centering around 
William Billings, Oliver Holden and 
their contemporaries, 


series 
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OBITUARIES 


JOHN J. CLARK 

John J. Clark, 70. former stage 
and film actor, died April 12 in 
Hollywood. 

Clark’s stage and screen career 
embraced more than half a century 
as an actor and director. On the 
stage he had appeared in companies 


of Creston Clarke, Louis James, 
Richard Mansfield, James O'Neill; 
and George M. Cohan. He also ap- 
peared in “The Prince of Pilsen,” | 
“45 Minutes from Broadway” and 
other musical comedy successes. 

He entered films in 1907 for the 


late Sydney Olcott, playing for the 


old Kalem Company, opposite Jean | 
Gauntier, popular femme star of that | 


era. Since that time he played in more 
than 200 productions and directed 
many of them. 

During a three year leave from 
films in the early 20's, Clark was 
instructor of dramatic arts at Villa- 
nova College, organizing a “dramatic 
workshop” and producing the mys- 
tical play, “Vision.” About the same 
time he staged a pageant, “Charity.” 
with a cast of 600 persons, which 
established new records at the Phil- 
adelphia Metropolitan Opera House. 
He also wrote and produced a dra- 


bus,” which, with a cast of more 
than 1,000, was staged at the Phil- 
adelphia Academy of Music for the 
Knights of Columbus. 

Survived by widow. 





FRANK C. REILLY 

Frank C. Reilly, 59, president of 
the New York outdoor advertising 
firm bearing his name, and builder 
of many spectacular electric signs 
on Broadway, N. Y., died in New 
York April 10. 

Probably his best known is the 


electric news bulletin which circles | 


IN MEMORY 
OF OUR BELOVED 


ESSIE BEATTY 
HER STAFF 





the Times Bldg. in Times Square 
which he erected in 1928. He had 
also built many conimercial signs in 
that area. 

Reilly had also taken occasional 
flings at legit producing. In 1932 he 
produced the musical, “Cash and 
Carrie” and “When in Rome.” star- 
ring the late Hal Skelly. In 1927 he 


produced “Pickwick,” a musical 
based on Dickens’ “Pickwick 
‘Papers.” 


Survived by widow, son, sister and 
brother. 


—_— — 


JOHN E. INCE 


John E. Ince, 68, pioneer of mo- 
of the 
late Thomas and Ralph Ince, died | 
Hollywood of pneu- 


tion pictures and brother 


April 10 in 
monia. He had been ill three days 
Surviving is his widow, Ethel. 


Beginning his career at the age of | blackface comic, died April 9 in 
nine, Ince continued on the stage | Providence. 
for 25 years, taking prominent roles 
“Madame Sans 
Night's ! i ; 
He moved to Hollywood | theatre, Celina, O., and in the thea- 
various | ter business for 40 years, died there 
as | recently. Survived by widow, son 
producer, director and actor, until a | 


in such plays as 
Gene” and 
Dream.” 
in 1913 and was active in 
capacities in motion pictures, 


“Midsummer 


week before his death. His last ef 


fort before the cameras was a small | JESSE STAFFORD As in previous years, the current 
role in David O. Selznick’s “The| Jesse Stafford, 54, former band-/|crop of hit Broadway musicals has | 
Paradine Case.” leader, died April 8 in Oakland.| provided what few new faces have 


CHARLES FAUNCE 


Charles Faunce, 83, retired vaude 


performer, died in Kansas City, Mo. 
April 11. He and his wife, Jean 
nette, who died in 1940, 


years until their retirement in 1928. | wandered from latter's houseboat. 


leaves a widow, sister, brother: and 
three children. 

Ettling was identified for 34 years 

| with the shows provided annually at 
; San Quentin prison. 
The saints and sinners, San Fran- 
| cisco, which had planned to give 
him a testimonial dinner on May 1 
has announced the event will now 
be held as a memorial. 


CHARLES NORDHOFF 
Charles Bernard Nordhoff, 60, co- 
author with James Norman Hall of 
' “Mutiny on the Bounty,” which was 


MARRIAGES 


Marilyn Hare to Joe Parker, Chi- 
cago, April 13. Bride is film song- 
stress and daughter of radio's late 
Ernie Hare of “Happiness Boys”; 
groom is Rudy Vallee’s radio writer- 
producer, ‘ 

Rosalie Fleming to Ray Craddock, 
Las Vegas, April 5. Bride is a secre- 
tary at Republic; groom a music 
cutter. 
| Alma Wiese to Philip Nipom, 
Atlantic City, April 10. Nipom is 
| nitery performer known profession- 
| ally as Phil Nipp. 
| Rose Marie Petrillo 
| Reed, Chicago, April 





to 
12. 


Stanley 
Bride 


is 


Coast for a test on New Year’s Day 
and the homeoffice was advised this 
week that the test was successful 
and that he’s beem signed to a term 
contract. So far as is known, he’s 
the only one signed by Hollywood 
from the nitery field since last fall. 

A Metro spokesman declared his 
studio has many stock players who 
have yet to appear in their first 
film, with so few pictures being 
made. Under such conditions, he 
implied, what’s the use of signing 
ona batch of new talent unless it’s 
outstandingly good? Others of the 
majors, suck as 20th-Fox, haven't 





isigned a single actor or entertainer 
| from 


Broadway in the last. six 


daughter of WBBM music director,| months, and for much the same 


Caeser Petrillo and the niece of 
James Petrillo, prez of 


Federation of Musicians. 


American | 


basis t Se itle and 
' ie Ca aa aa . | gelberg Ss ngeles, March 29. | 
hime in Montecito, Calif., following gelberg, Los Ange : 


| Bride is vaude and nitery singing | 


a new book when the end came. | 
Although born in London, Nord- 
hoff was reared on a California 


ranch where his grandfather settled | 


in his widow 


and 


1946. Surviving are 
six children, 
DONNA WOOD 

Donna Wood, 29, singer, who for 
a time had been vocalist with 
Horace Heidt und Kay Kyser orchs, 
died in Hollywood April 9 of a heart 
ailment. 

Besides 


vocalizing with orches- 


|tras, she had organized a vocal re- | 
matic and musical pageant, “Colum- | 


cording group and had been 
ployed by several film studios. 

Her husband, Lee H. Hackler; her 
parents and two brothers and sister 
survive, 


em- 


SAMUEL J. DEMBOW 
Samuel J. Dembow, 80, owner and 
operator of the Media (Pa.) theatre 
land in the theatrical business 40 
| years, died April 12 in Atlantic City. 
| He was the father of Sam Dem- 
| bow, Jr., veepee in charge of sales 


a heart attack. He was working on} 


| comedienne, 
Mary Lou Howard to Joey Kearns, 


| Philadelphia, April 12. Bride is KYW 


singer; groom is WCAU bandleader. 
Peggy L. Mayer to Walter John 


Bride is a radio scripter; groom is 
a director of NBC shows. 


| McGraw, 2d, New York, April 16. 
| 


\ 4 


| : BIRTHS 


Mr. and Mrs. Raymond E, Moon, 
twin sons, New York, April 12. 
Father is 20th-Fox district manager 
in N. Y. 

Mr. and Mrs. Norman Foley, 
daughter, New York, April 14. 
Mother is the former Gwen Wil- 
liams, ex-radio vocalist; father is 
professional manager of Miller 
Music, 

Mr. and Mrs. Hal 
daughter, Hollywood, 
Father is film producer. 
Mr. and Mrs. Edward J. Reilly, 
son, Flushing, N. Y., recently. Father 
is assistant to William J. O'Connell, 
Paramount home office manager. 








Sr., 
14. 


Roach, 


April 


made up 
the dance team of Faunce & Faunce | yjamj April 1., Child had been liv- 
and were active in vaude for 35/ing with mother and stepfather and | 








| ’ Mr. and Mrs. Henry Taylor, 
| for Federal Films. Another son, daughter, Los Angeles. April 7. 
| George, is veepee of National Screen | pather is Paramount British rep in 
| Service, and another son, Harry, also Hollywood 
| Philly exhibitor, survive him. Mr. afid Mrs. A. L. Diamond. 
cl daughter, Hollywood, April 8. 
AUGUSTINE A. FIERRO Father is a screenwriter. 

Augustine A. Fierro, 45, former| Mr. and Mrs. Charles H. Schneer. 
press agent, died in Chicago April 8.| daughter, Hollywood, April 8. Fa- 
He was well-known as a publicist in|ther is an associate producer at 

| Chicago, handling many _niteries, | Columbia. 


among them the Glass Hat of the| Mr. and Mrs. Joseph Rosen. son, 


Survived by widow and son. Chicago, April 7. Father is prexy of 





— Chi local F-45 IATSE, and chief 
GLEN LE ROY BEVERIDGE booker for 20th-Fox. 
Glen LeRoy Beveridge, 62, legit Mr. and Mrs. George’ Franz, 
actor, died April 6 in Chicago. daughter, Pittsburgh, April 8. 


Veteran of many summer stock | Father's with Bruce Carlton orch. 
shows, his career began in 1903 in 
such plays as “Time, Place and the 
Girl,” “45 Minutes From Broadway,” 
“Breakfast in Bed.” “Littlest Rebel” 
and “Law of the Land.” 

Survived by widew. 

LORRAINE BAKER 

Lorraine Baker, 25, nitery enter- 
tainer, died April 7 in Los Angeles 
after a brief illness. 


Surviving are her mother and two 
children. 














“New Faces 


Continued from page 1 











longer in each situation, the com- 
panies are not so ready to gamble 
on new faces as they once were. To 
forestall the possibility of missing 
out on any good bets, though, and 
also with an eye to the future, most 
of the majors are still interviewing 
fresh talent constantly. 

Current slump in business being 
suffered by N.Y. niteries and some 
of the legit shows has nothing to 
do with the situation, the spokesman 
said. Search for talent, he declared, 
has never been a time-clock propo- 
sition that runs in seasonal spurts. 
Instead, he pointed out, the talent 
seekers may lock for months and 
not turn up anything interesting and 
then suddenly enjoy a landslide of 
material. Present situation, there- 
fore, should not be considered mori- 
bund, this h.o. chief said. 





HUGH DON 
| Hugh J. Donahue, 69, known pro- 
-| fessionally as Hugh Don when he 
traveled the Keith circuit as a 





LEO DWYER 
Leo Dwyer, 63, owner of thé Lake 


| 


and daughter. 


Hotel Congress. Prior to his death| Albany, N.Y. April 2. Father is | 
he was the editor of the Northwest | 20th Fox manager in that city 
News. Mr. and Mrs. Jack Eckhart, son, 


; reasons. 











125 Strawhats 
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Westport, Conn. Lawrence Langner; 


ing; 23 West 53rd street, N.Y. 

Surry Playhouse, Surry, 
Charles O. Carey; 64 West 
street, N. Y. 

Fine Arts theatre, Bar Harbor, Me. 
Charles O. Carey. 

Boothbay Playhouse, 
Me. Sherwood Keith. 

Kennebunkport Playhouse, Kenne- 
port, Me. Robert Currier. 

Orgunquit Playhouse, Ogunquit, 
Me. Wrs. Walter Hartwig; 78 Dart- 
mouth street, Forest Hills; L. I. 

Greenwood Playhouse, Peaks Is- 
land Me. Norman Brace; 154 West 
57th street, N. Y. 

Lakewood theatre. Skowhegan, 
Me. Melville Burke; 70 East 45th. 

Hilltop theatre, Lutherville, Md. 
Don Swann, Jr.; 907 St. Paul street, 
Baltimore. 

Beverly theatre, Beverly, Mass. 
Leonard Altobell & Lawrence Slade; 
1775 Broadway, N. Y. 

Center theatre, Boston. 


Me. 
56th 


Altobell & 


Slade. 

Mutual Hall, Boston. Altobell & 
Slade. 

Cambridge theatre, Cambridge. 
John Huntington & Lee Falk. 

Fairhaven theatre, Fairhaven, 
Mass. Tom Farrar, 

Cape Playhouse, Dennis. Mass. 
Richard Aldrich; 63 West 44th street, 
N.Y. 

Lake Whalom Playhouse. Fitch- 
burg, Mass. Guy Palmerton; Hotel 
Wellington, N.Y. 

Litchfield Playhouse, Litchfield, 
Conn. Leonard Altobell. 

Northshore Players, Marblehead, | 


Mass. Lawrence Washburn. 

Harbor Playhouse, Marion, Mass. 
Cledge Roberts. 

Red Barn theatre, Westborough. 
Mass. Robert Daggett & Robert 
Haag; 161 East 48th street, N. Y. 

Worcester _ theatre, Worcester. 
Guy Palmerton. 

Keene theatre, 
Freeman Hammond. 

Cape theatre, Cape May, N. kk 
ra - Upham; 9 West 67th street, 


Paper Mill Playhouse, Millburn, 


Keene, N. H. 


N. J. Frank Carrington. 

Greenbush theatre. Blauvelt, 
N. Y. Harry Rosen. 

Cragsmoor theatre, Cragsmoor, 
Martin Da Costa; 201 West 54th 
Street., N. Y. 

Sail Loit theatre, Germantown, Pa. 
Lou Danis; Mrs. Murray Phillips 


casting, 1674 Broadway, N. Y. 
John Drew theatre, East Hamp- 
ton. Francis Curtis. 
Van Wyck theatre. 
N. Y. Louis Tappe. 
Green Mansions theatre, Warrens- 
burg. N. Y., Gene Frankel. 
Subway Circuit, New York. Jules 


Fishkill, 





| 
|« 
| 


Small Broadway Crop 


Cal., following a heart attack while 


caught Hollywood's fancy. Metro, foi 
playing golf. 


example, has signed both Betty 
Garrett and Jules Munshin from the 
star roles of “Call Me Mister.’ Miss 
Garrett has been on the Coast since 
the first of the year but so far has 
not been assigned to a picture. Mun- 
shin, although signed to a term con- 
tract, is stiil in the “Mister” cast. 


| WVietoria Hulick, four-year-old 
‘| daughter of Wilbur S. Hulick, known 
~\as Bud of the radio team of Stoop- 
inagle & Bud. died of drowning in 








. ‘ Paramount has also come up with 
Faunce was a one-time partner of -_——-— a potential winner in Mary Hatcher, 
Fred Stone. He was a native Of| Mother of Edward G. Robinson|current lead in “Oklahoma!” Par 
Eifir sham, ml. and took up profes- | died in New York April 9. Star |thought"so much of the gal that it 
sional dancing when he was 16. He planed in from Coast and was at |gave her star billing in the title role 
married Jeannette Pierce in 1893 | bedside at time of death. Four othe: of the forthcoming “Variety Girl.” 
and formed the dance team. Faunce | gons survive her. | Right now she's back in the “Okla- 
made specialties of the buck and | —~2-_- lhoma!” cast, indicating that Par 
wing. the clog and the sofe-shoe| Enid Kemper, four, daughter of | with the retrenchment in production. 
dancing. | Charles Kemper, screen actor, died | hasn't yet found another film for 
ear ae April 9 in Hollywood, as a result of | he: 
HARRY ETTLING a motor accident. Of the potential film stars un- 


Harry Ettling, 59, stage manage 
of the Golden Gate theatre. Sa: 
Francisco, since its opening 25 year 
ago, died of a heart ailment at hi 
home in that city, April 12. 


He | 


r oun 


- earthed in’N. Y. niteries, Metro has 
Mother, 60. of Richard Derr,|come up with one of the few this 
screen actor, died April 8 in Holly- | year in Paul Villard, who chanted 
wood. Burial services were held in| sea ditties at Le Ruban Bleu. N. Y.. 
Norristown, Pa. last winter, Villard went to the 


1 


s 





“he “hoes 229 West 42nd _ Street, 

Sayville theatre, Sayville, N. Y.. 
| Joseph Kramm. 

Spa _ theatre, - Saratoga 
N. Y., John Huniington. 

Suffern Playhouse, Suffern, N. Y., 
Gus Schirmer, Jr.; 28 Sutton Place. 
ke 

White Plains theatre, White 
Plains, N. Y., Robert Scheiner, 500 
West End Avenue, N. Y. 

Woodstock Playhouse, Woodstock. 
N. Y., Michael Lillienthal, 509 Fifth 
Avenue, N. Y, 

Bucks County Playhouse, New 
Hope, Pa., Theron Bamberger, 1439 
Broadway, N. Y. 

Lycoming Country Playhouse. 
Williamsport, Pa., King & Woodhull. 
745 Fifth Avenue, N. Y. 

Theatre By The Sea, Matunuck. 
R. I, Eddie Gould, Chamberlain 
ye sg casting, 145 West 45th Street, 

Newport Casino, Newport, R. I. 
Sara Stamm, 1674 Broadway. N. Y. 

Barter theatre, Abingdon, Va. 
Robert Porterfield, care Players 
Club, N. Y, 


Springs, 





Boothbay, | 








Armina Marshall, H. Manulis, cast- | a little more room so a scotch can 


ie. - 
Yanks’ Preem 
Continued from Page } 
year, the efficient, merchang: ni 
martian Colonel has again take 
P aken 
care af the year’s nut by selli af 
boxes and memberships in the aut 
dium Club, in order to raise - je 
half-million even before Joe Dae 4 
gio’s heel is thoroughly restored _ 
ar pasture rar i the bleachers,” - 
zarrys saloon, the Stadi 
which enhances the vale he bl 
dog from the low bracket of re : 
grandstands to the luxury fee pe F is 
social standing of the enlarged Hey. iF k 
clusive” bar and restaurant, has the - 
distinction of being overcrowd ia w 
with members who don’t mind vg _ 
comfort as long as it isn't cheg rf 
this respect the Colonel has lesraed fo 
|a thing or two from the entre 7 
preneurs of Broadway and let it be of 
said to his credit that he has made da 
effective improvements and created er 
£ as 
be taken without too many elbows 
resting On a square inch. Lagi year Li 
at this time scotch had to be taken - 
straight—there was’ no room for 7; 
water. 

On opening day some wit with a _ 
mathematical turn. of mind re. 
marked that the Stadium Club could : 
accommodate 900 guests but could fir 
easily seat 2,000 midgets. tin 

The waiters in the Club don’t in 
seem too interested in the general | 
proposition because as soon as the gl 
Yankees leave town, the club ig 
closed and they have to pick up an a 
interim job. This means a lot of ay 
turnover and doesn’t get the mem- Re 
ber the best in service. However, os 
the food is good and the environ- in 
ment is in character. Whereas, Jast m= 
season most members cared more ( 
for the prestige than for the refresh- ¢al 
ments, in this postwar shopping-for- ¥ mé 
value era the service had better be $C! 
beiter—or else. Me 

The show in general is about the 
same as it always was and always fh 
will be. There was the usual razzing, su. 
more than the usual cheering, and pa 
the umpires looked about the same | 
in the same old blue serge. we 

Among the cast, there is a new- i 
comer who is aptly called “Yogi.” - 
He is built a bit like Honus Wagner. Fi! 
His last name, which already has , 
been discarded by the bleachers, is an 
Berra. Like show business the play Ta 
is not the only thing and this new Ri 
personality will undoubtedly sell oe 
tickets, especially if business is bad. id 
There is no doubt that the Yankees I 
have a good team but much will de- I 
pend on DiMag’s return to the line- ¥ 
up. ; 

It's a comforting thought to realize . 
that although nearly everything reg 
changes, baseball is the traditional we 
show with an audience that faith- rr 
fully attends even if no one seems 4 
to care about making the fans a tli 
little more comfortable. Those seats fe 
still make you turn the other cheek ' 
and the soda has a temperature re- n 
flecting the Luxor Baths rather than in 
the Stevens cooler. Al Horwitz, for- sta 
mer baseball writer, said that 
Stevens was keeping the soda under 
wraps all winter. a 

For those who are interested in | 
the statistics of the game rather | 
than the spirit surrounding it, it ] 
may be reported that 40,000 televi- aft 
sion owners saw the game at home. § 
Now there are only 39,999 sets. One lini 
of the television audience threw 4 [ 
bottle through his set while protest doy 
ing a decision. day 

Oh yes: The Yanks lost. pe 

— a 

s~ © Cc 

Gay Riviera th 
Continued from page 1 - J 

new ballets but not performing him- jn 
self any more than he has to. we 

Henry Cotton, English golf cham N 
pion, Captain of the Ryder Cup 
has invented a new game: he has OC 
bought a dozen rubber lifeboats they he 
used in planes during the war a0 ve 
has them floating at various dis- J 
tances from the shore. Accurate jor 
golfers try to hit them. Youns at | 
caddies in small fisherman’s boss : 
gather the floating balls that miss ee 
the objective. J 

Americans wonder where all the se] 
1947 automobiles have disappeared: her 
They are all here. They have bee" M 
bought by Belgians, Dutch, S¥5% opti 
etc. Many Americans have brous0'™ up 
some over, too. Only Frenchmen Ve 
are not allowed to buy any. How mer 
ever, they must have very go” D 
friends as they are often om Mar 
driving them. litt) 

The natives in their battered Pre J 
war Renaults or Citroens 100k @ ma; 
with envy. The foreign tourists #@ at. 
allowed a reasonable amount © (2p 
gasoline tickets. The natives, only for’ 
four gallons per month. There i TT 
quite a few new Italian cars: Bug Vete 
tis and Alfa Romeos, but all 2*§ Sep, 




























French cars are exported. 
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Wednesday, April 16, 1947 


Broadway 


Julian T. Abeles’ flu. 

Arthur Schwartz east for a fort- 
night seeing shows, etc. 

Jimmy Savo out of the hospital 
after a pneumonia attack. 

Beaucoup voluntary smallpox in- 
jections in showbiz circles. 

Dore Schary, RKO production 
head, due-east May 5 for home of- 
fice powwow. 

Morris L. Ernst, attorney and au- 
thor, on road to recovery after gall- 
bladder operation. 

Louis Lurie in from San_Fran- 

isco, principally to see Barney 

‘lawans and dig up new gags. 

Jim Witteried, U.S. talent agent 
who operates abroad, sailed for Eu- 
rope yesterday. 

Morris Jacobs, general manager 
for Rogers & Hammerstein, planed 
to Miami Beach for week’s change 
of pace. 


Grace Houston, who designed | 
duds for several Broadway shows, 
engaged by Universal-International 


as costume designer. 

Victor Seach, artist for Eagle- 
Lion, currently staging his own art 
exhibit at the Laurel Gallery, N. Y., 
with seven canvases. 

Sonny Werblin, MCA, N. Y., head, 
due back at his desk today (Wednes- 
day) after a week’s siege of flu 
brought on by overwork. 

Ned Depinet again circulating 
first editions for the philatelists, this 
time the 100th anniversary 3c stamp 
in honor of Joseph Pulitzer. 

RKO. homeoffice publicity staff 
gifting Rutgers Neilson, company’s 
publicity chief, with sterling silver 
bow! on his 25th wedding anni to- 
morrow (Thurs.). 


Evelyn Koleman, Republic pub- 
licity manager, planed to Hollywood 
te act as godmother at the christen- 
ing of Roy Rogers’ son, Roy JZr., 
nicknamed “Dusty.” 

Curly (Metro) Harris finally 
caught “Copacabana” (UA) which 
marks his fiancee Dee Turnell’s 
screen debut. She’s since shifted to 
Metro, dancing with Gene Kelly. 

Larry Graburn, pub-ad head of 
the Odeon Circuit-in Canada, in 
from Toronto last week for con- 
sultations at idwyn h.o. on cam- 
paign for “Best Years of Our Lives.” 

Producer Oscar Serlin signed 13- 
week pact with Pixad, outdoor film 
spectacular on Times Square, to 
plug “Life With Father” via a full 
color cartoon produced by Triangle 
Films. 

J. Arthur Warner, Wall Streeter 
and part-owner of Suffolk Downs 
racetrack (Boston), pledged an an- 

ual $10,000 donation to the Damon 
Sonven Memorial Fund, which Wal- 
ter Winchell is sparkplugging, be- 
— the proceeds from a regular 

R race, 

Denes Experimental Theatre head- 
ed by Herold Young, producer of 
film shorts; Gyula Denes, Hungarian 

laywright; and Dr. Russo, di- 
ector of Trenton Vets Service Bu- 
reau, to stage four dramatizations on 
uve linquency at Washington 
rving Migh School April 29. 

Virginia Haski who's been shut- 
tling between “Carousel” and Cit 
Senior, Sings again with latter's 

. Y. City Opera Co. in “Ariadne” 

pril 23. She also now takes lead 
n “Carousel” every Monday night, 
in addition to retaining former 
status as alternate for other nights. 


Pittsburgh 


By Hal Cohen 

Bert Stearn back on the job again 
after recent illness. 
Sonny Mars and Myra Jean head- 
ining new floor show at the Carousel. 

Dick Abels, the KQV newscaster, 
down with the mumps for several 
days. 

“Voice of the Turtle” coming 
oy je the Nixon for a week on 





Gladys Schmitt, author of “David 
the K ng, plotting another histori- 
cal novel. 

Jan Murray, who opened Carousel 
jn November, comes back May 5 for 
by aoe 

Ixon Cafe h Guilli Guilli, 

Oney & Ray and Pony Barr in new 

oor show. 

Billy Catizone in the Mercy hos- 
Pital getting a recurring ailment 
Cleared up. 

iene Ri Spitalny has added Mar- 
at the y = ge ahaa to his band 
wuse eee” a big click at Play- 
hroush May he being extended 
eal erry and Turk coming to Carou- 
here xt Week for first engagement 
ere in six years. 

omncade Lux Lewis has had his 

Pion at Mercur Musie ‘Bar picked 
Up for another fortnight. 

Vari» Wood joined loc# tent of 
riety Club during brief engage- 
ment at Bachelors Club. 
anny Spruce back at Club Lu 


arba for his third ‘ t in 
little more ths ird engagement i 
> inhan » 


arkie unit to joi ; mus 
at Holly wood mm aoe Negri Trio 
(20 ilton Berle coming here Sunday 
fo ) to headline Night of Stars show 
t United Jewish Appeal. 
Fi ald Bill Beegle angling Mau- 
Sthen. Penn stagehand, with Frank 
i bo unit at Club LuMarba. 
we, Hite & Stankey, Roger Ray 





rice Chevalier for 2 concert at Syria 
Mosque later in the spring. 

David Carey, son of George Carey, 
and Florence Hin we at Vogue 
Terrace with Jimmy Palmer's band. 

Artie Sachs, with Selznick studio, 
came home from Coast with ailing 
father, who had been visiting him 
out there. 

Byron Bentley in town ahead of 
“Cyrano de Bergerac,” and Dick Wil- 
liams here drum-beating “Up in Cen- 
tral Park.” 

Donald Steinfirst, Post-Gazette 
music critic, narrating “Tubby the 
Tuba” with Pittsburgh Symph Sat- 
urday (19). 

Jackie Heller has gone to Holly- 
wood for a couple of weeks to house- 





guest with Dave Ross, his one-time 
accompanist. 

Sun-Telegraph gang tossed big 
party for Staffwoman Marion Leslie 
and Oscared her for Playhouse per- | 
formance in “Macbeth.” 





Vance quitting Dom Tri- | 


| Ursula Halloran, Pitt senior in 
} Journalism, local winner in Bob 
| Hope’s “Favorite Brunette” contest 


} and now in Hollywood 


Stockholm 


| Swedish radio opening new studio 
iin Orebro in October, 
Boulevard theatre reopened with 
| Herbert Grevenius’ “Sonja.” 
| Actress-singer Alice Babs 
| rated by the Finnish president. 
| Actress Elsie Albiin mulling a 
| Hollywood offer from Paramount. 
Casino theatre's “The Gentle Flies” 
celebrated its 250th performance. 
Walter Hautzig, young American 
pianist, currently on’ a Scandinavian 


deco- 


a 

ritish film, “Henry V,” shown at 
the Eriksberg Cinema with great 
success. 

Judith Sander, American opera 
singer, recently appezred at the Ben. 
cert Hall. 

Actress Hjoerdis Pettersson slated 
for appearznces at Gothenburg’s City 
theatre next season. 

Actor Alf Kjellin, recently pacted 
by David O. Selznick, leaves Soon 
for the U: S. via England. 

Ingrid Bergman reported planning 
a short visit here while making a 
film in London later this year. 

Film actor Stig Jaerrel dickering 
with David O. Selznick and may 
soon leave to appear in U. S. pix. 

Singer Johnny Bode recently ap- 
peared at the Concert Hall, his first 
chore since discharge from hospital. 

Carl Brisson, eccompanied by son 
Fred and latter's wife, Rosalind 
Russell, expected here late this sum- 
mer. 

Jean Debrix. veepee of the 
—— “L'Institut des Hautes Etudes 


inematographique,” lecturing in 
Sweden. 
“Antigone” next on schedule of 


City theatre, Malmoe, while Oscar 
Winge is mapping a revival of the 
“Desert Song” at the same spot. 

Britain's Glasgow Orpheus Choir, 
composed of 59 persons, slated for 
appearances here this menth under 

ugh Robertson's baton. Later goes 
to Norway. 

Donizetti's “L’Elisir D'Amore” was 
recently given in Italian at the 
Royal Operz House with Lamberto 
Gardelli conducting and agnar 
Hylten-Cavallius directing. 

_ Preem of “Jens Manson in Amer- 
ica” starring Edvard Persson re- 
ceived cool reception. Part of the 
Europa film was made in the U. S. 
+ a Persson was in America last 
all. 

_ Williem Bendtz, Eagle-Lion Swed- 
ish chairman, now in Britain with 
screen tests of three Swedish ac- 
tresses. Reported a possibility that 
a Swedish actress may be starred in 
oe - Lion's forthcoming “Red 

oes. 


Minneapolis 
By Les Rees 

Sigmund Romberg into Orpheum 

April 29-30. 
orth Star Playhouse presenting 
“The Jest.” 

Curly’s has Mildred Bailey start- 

ing April 18. 
otel Radisson Flame Room has 
“Modernaires.” 4 

St. Paul Civic Opera offering 
“Merry Window.” May 1-38. 

St. Paul Auditorium has San~ 
Francisco Symphony orchestra 
April 26. 

Sue Ryan into Hotel Nicollet Min- 
nesota Terrace with Ellsworth & 
Fairchild. 

Pappy Trester’s “Screwballs” and 
Jerry Abbott held over at Happy 
Hour nitery. 

Work to start next month on com- 

lete remodeling of Lyceum, legit 

ouse, at cost of $100,000. 

“Glass Menagerie” played one- 
nighter return Twin City engage- 
ment at St. Paul Auditorium. 





University Film Society offering | 
“Ivan the Terrible” at Northrop | 
Auditorium on Minnesota campus | 


sealed at 50c to $2.50. 


After attending Broadway pre- 
miere of “Barefoot Boy With 
Cheek.” author Max Shulman back 


vacation, 
novel for 


month's 
fourth 


| home and, afte! 
will start on 
| Doubeday. 
Arthur Sircom. North Star Drama 
| guild director and dramatics in- 
| structor at local school. leaving next 
month to return as Cape Cod Play- 
| house, Cape Cod. Mass., resident di- 


rector. selecting cast and_ directing 
10 plays. It will be his eighth séa- 
| son there. 2 








London 


After years as vaude headliner, 
Nellie Wallace transferred to 
straight role in revival of “The 
Ghost Train,” 

Port of Harwich is to build, as a 
war memorial, a social center- in- 
cluding a theatre. Project will cost 
around $140,000. 


Mary Hinton and Sheila Sim cast 
for new Sean O'’Casey play, “Oak 
Leaves and Lavender,” which comes 
to the Lyric, Hammersmith, after a 
brief provincial tour in May. Ronald 
Kerr will direct. 

Musical-comedy star Carole Lynne, 
wife of show producer Bernard Del- 
font, gave birth to girl. 

Jack Train, who plays Col. Chin- 
strap in BBC's top feature, “Itma,” 


makes his first trip to America 
June 25. 

Charles Cochran’s new show by 
A. P. Herbert and Vivian Ellis, who 
collaborated on his last show, “Big 
Ben,” opens at the Adelphi next 


week, titled “Bless the Bride.” 
Phyllis Dixey’s house in Epsom 
was broken into by burglars, with 
peeler being stripped of her mink 
coat valued at $10,000 besides $2,000 
in cash and same amount in bonds. 


Les / en to Denmark, Sweden, 
Switzerland, Belgium and Holland 
for five-month tourSstarting in July. 

Larry Adler’s first London recital 
takes place at the Albert hall, Satur- 
day (19) under Harold Fielding’s di- 
rection. 


Florence and Bob Ballard added 
attraction in Tom Arnold’s ice show 
at Stoli’s, Kingsway. 

“Life With Father’ goes to the 
Savoy after short season of Shake- 
spearean plays by Donald Wolfit & 


Co. 

Miami Beach 
By Larry Solloway 
Pineda’s orch Into Ciro’s. 





Juan 


Arthur Childers’ Little Palm Club | 


shuttered for season. 


State American Legion convention 
here hypoing biz in niteries. 


Jackie Winston headed north for | 


Club Charles (Balto) engagement. 

B. S. Pully and Gump packing 
them in at Paddock club and held 
over. 

Tommy Dix, closed at Kitty Davis’ 
and headed Coastward where he'll 
join the wife. 

Ann Crosby held over at Bar of 
Music, with Beth Challis back after 
Clover Club stint. 

Fiesta De Las Americas pageant 
at Orange Bow! this week with top 
Latin acts featured. 

Bob (Mammy’s) Feinstein air-ex- 
pressing shipment of sturgeon to Al 
Jolson in Palm Springs. 

Tommy Nunez orch renewed at 
Club 22, marking beginning of second 
year in the all-night spot 

Tommy Dowd joined long held 
over Charlie Farrell-Jack Prince 
show at Park Avenue Club. 

Kitty and Danny Davis celebrat- 
ing 20th wedding anniversary at 
their Allison Island home with big 
party. 

Kitty Davis’ Cancer Fund benefit 
Sunday night (13) was sellout at $10 
per ticket, with every act in town 
participating. 

Karole Singer, former Vincent 
Lopez vocalist, into Ben Gaines 
Blackamoor room, joining Lou Vogle 
and Jackie Small. 

Blackamoor Room’s Benny Gaines 
offered $100,000 for lease on place, 
plus $25,000 yearly rental. Spot has 
most strategic location on Beach. 

Olympia vaude engagements set 
for. Buddy Ebsen, Connie Haines, 
Evérett Marshall, Paul Winchell, 
Nick Lucas and Harry Savoy in next 
few weeks. 

Organizational dinner of new 
Greater Miami Tent of Variety 
clubs at Ritz Plaza drew packed 
house. Col. Bill McGraw chief 
speaker, with Don Lanning emcee. 

Joey Adams devoting vacation 
here to raising money for Damon 
Runyon Memorial Fund, with party 
at Copacabana raising over $3,500 
via stints of Tommy Dorsey. Dean 
Hudson, Phil Foster, Buddy Walker, 
Don Rice, Karen Cooper, Joe E. Ross 
among others helping raise the 
dough. 





Dublin 


By Maxwell Sweeney 

Capitol cinema—new 1,300-seater 
—opened at Cork. 

Gainsborough director 
Elvey due here soon. 

George Hamer, Odeon circuit 
booking manager. here on vacation. 

Agent Barney McGinn, Linnitt & 
Dunfee, to London after vacation 
here. 

Actor Shamus Locke back to Ab- 
bey theatre after film work with 
Rank. 

Harry Brogan to leading role in 
Abbey play, “They Got What They 


Maurice 


Irish story, “Paddy the Cope,” on 
location in County Donegal soon. 
Rank organization in Ireland has 
changed name from Metropole & 
Allied Cinemas to Odeon (Ireland) 


Palace theatre, Cork, celebrating 
50th anniversary of opening this 
week with special vaude bill topped 
by pianist-singer Peggy Dell. 


Washington 


By Florence S. Lowe 
Author John P. Marquand in last 


week. 








| vacation. 

| Julian G. Murphys lad, ap- 
| pointed sales promotion manager at 
| WTOP-CBS. 

WWDC-FM debuted April 7, with 
| majority of station’s AM programs 
to be FM also. 

Robert Roth, formerly of KIST, 
Santa Barbara, Calif., new staff an- 
nouncer at WMAL-ABC. 

Cherry Blossom | Festival 
week end brought greatest influx of 
visitors in town’s history. 

Party at Italian Embassy past 
week honoring Met star Ferrucio 
| Tagliavani after his concert. 
| ‘Austine (Bootsie) Cassini, local 
| columnist, preemed as a radio com- 
|mentator over WTOP-CBS April 15. 

Exhibitor Sidney Lust held his an- 
nual party for the trade at opening 
day of the baseball season past Mon- 
day (14) 

Oscar Neu, Neumade Products, 
Inc., here from the Coast to set the 
scene for TESMA convention in 
D. C. next September. 

Loew’s Gene Ford wrote the theme 
song for the Cherry Blossom Fes- 
tival which his secretary, Connie 
| Krueger, sang for the event. 

Eva Le Gallienne will receive 
achievement award in the field of 
creative art from Pres. Truman in 
behalf of Women’s National Press 
Club next Sat. (19). 
| Charles S. Dubin to direct Olney 
| Theatre, local strawhatter, for com- 
|ing season. Dubin is former _assist- 
ant to Moss Hart and 1946 director 
|of White Plains (N. Y.) Playhouse. 
| Clara Dare, star of film, Julie 
| Haydon, June Harrison, Del Casino, 
; director Harold Young and scripter 
| Harold Orlob on hand for brass hat 
~— of “Citizen Saint’, Saturday 
{ 

Lester Isaacs, chief projectionist 
for Loew’s, in town on a national 
survey of company theatres, with 
Robert Lucas, Loew’s head techni- 
{cian for Australia, 
| server, 


lopal 
1OCadl 











Paris 


By Maxime de Beix 


Kiki writing book on Montpar- 
nasse. i 

Jack Forrester at Plaza Athenee, 
from Madrid. 

Col. Frank McCarthy fast polish- 
_~ up his French. 

an Forbes Fraser, director of 
American Library in Paris, getting 
a Legion of Honor. 

Sacha Guitry and Genevieve de 
Sereville divorce case stponed 
again by the presiding judge. 

“Nor Star” playing Champs 
Elysees stand with credit to Lewis 
Milestone, but no releasing credit 
on posters. 

Lacy Kastner now in Beyrouth, 
Syria, and not due back in Paris 
from Eastern territories survey for 
another two weeks. 

Ray Ventura prepping a North 
and South American music gala at 
Champs Elysees theater with or- 
chestra boosted to 80 musicians. 


Ladies Home Journal, Sydney Sen- 
tinel and Christian Science Monitor, 


Kastner. 





Chicago 


Stadium, Friday (18). 

“Lute Song” run has been ex- 
tended to May 10. 

Horace MacMahon, film heavy, 
and wife, Louise Campbel], will mo- 
tor back to Coast next week. 


week, beginning April 21, is check- 
ing in with large advance sale. 
Norman Kassel, former Essaness 
press chief, joining Samuel Gold- 
wyn’s publicity staff on Coast. 
Robert Maxwell, harpist, has re- 
placed Morton Downey at Mayfair 
room because of latter’s laryngitis. 
Rudy Vallee was guest of honor at 
cocktail party 
Bror Dahlberg, 
ist. 
After an absence of five years, 


Chicago industrial- 





Wanted.” 

Pianist Jan 
Chopin recital at 
next month. 

Swiss conductor Robert S. Denzler 
here to conduct Radio Eireann Sym- 
phony orch. 

Dennis Price, star of “Hungry 
Hill,” to London after personal ap- 
pearances here 

Film critic Kenneth G. Gray is to 
produce his own play. “The Wise | 
Want Love.” in Dublin 

Michael Poweli to start shooting | 


inked for 
Royal, 


Smeterlin 
Theatre 


Aaron Lebedeff is back at Douglas 
Park theatre in new Jewish operet- 
ta, “A Wife With Conditions.” 
Sonja Henie’s and Arthur Wirtz’ 
offer of $3,000,000 for Drake hotel 
here has been turned down by Ed- 


| win L. Brashears, hotel prexy. 


Time mag, which 
lish story on nation’s bistro business, 
will point up that Chicago's Chez 
Paree, of all places in country, has 
been least affected by nitery slump, 
with receipts dipping only 10 to 15 
per cent. 


will soon pub- 


Oscar Levant concerts here| 
April 25. 

Max Miller, Eagle Lion flack, in 
town past week to promote “Be- 
delia.”’ 

Carter Barron, Loew manager, | 
back at his desk after a Florida 


Past | 


along as ob- 


Elen Forster, fashion expert for | 


at the Noctanbules with Priscilla | 


Barnes Circus opening ad Chicago | 


Met Opera opening here for one | 


last week tossed by | 


Hollywood 


Ray Nazarro in from Shanghai. 

J. G. Mayer to Honolulu on vaca- 
tion. 

Tyrone Power sunning at Palm 
Springs. 

George Tobias to Mexico City on 
vacation, 

Kerry Vaughn checked in from 
Manhattan. 

Jimmy Durante 
Palm Springs. 
| Lenore Aubert laid 
| sprained ankle. 

Henry Ginsberg returned from his 
Arizona vacation 





vacationing at 


up with a 


Vincent Price to St. Louis, where 
| ae father is ill. 
Caroline Leonetti batk to work 
after battling flu. 

Francis Lederer in town after a 
year on the stage. 

Dick Powell recovering from 
penicillin poisoning. 

Gen. George C. Kenney guesting 
with Jack L. Warner. 

John Haggott returned toa work 
after a week’s illness. 

Vivian Blaine returned from an 
eight-week stage tour. 

Raymond Massey in from Man- 


| hattan for film chores. 
Charlotte Greenbaum and Freddy 
Briskin to wed April 27 


Jean Hersholts celebrated their 
33rd wedding anniversary 
Sidney Buchman returned from 
| location shooting in Cuba 
Bill Van Sleet in from the Broad- 
way stage to talk film deals 


} . > 
| Louise. Dowdney filed suit in Reno 


ito divorce William R. Deering 
James Stewart will pay his 
visit to Mexico City next week 
Dorothy Lee McEvoy inked as 
Roy Rogers’ personal press agent 
| Pearl Bailey heads the new bill 
at the Hotel Flamingo, Las Vegas. 
Ray Lemucchi, northern Califore 
nia exhib, huddling at Paramount 
Run Run Shaw, Malay States ex- 
hib, inspecting product at Columbia. 


first 


Albert Lewin in town after sev- 
eral weeks in Europe and New 
York. ‘ 


George Wasserman, Washington 
exhib, inspecting product at Para- 
mount. 

N. Peter Rathvon returned to his 
RKO desk after New York business 
huddles. 

Ernst Jungen, mayor of Goten- 
borg, Sweden, gandering production 
at Metro. 

Paul MacNamara returned to his 
Selznick desk after two weeks in 
New York. 

W. Lee Wilder to San Francisco 
to arrange a preview of his produc- 
tion, “Complex.” 

Donna Reed and Tony Owen trad- 
ing their beach estite for a house 
in Beverly Hills. 

Ross Sutherland in from New 
York to prepare a series of com- 
mercial cartoons. 

George Murphy delivered a lec- 
ture on picture making at the Los 
Angeles Yale club. 

Bernie Wolfe leading a group to 
Chicago for the National Screen 
Service sales meeting. 

Louis Jourdain learning to play 
croquet in Palm Springs, with Dar- 
ryl Zanuck as his teacher. 

Janis Paige crowned “Miss Dam- 
site” at the dedication of the $180,- 
000,000 McNary Dam in Oregon. 

Canada Lee laid up with two 
broken ribs as a result of a screen 
fight with John Garfield in “Body 
and Soul.” 

James Cagney and his auxiliary 
| yacht had to be towed into Newport 
| harbor by the Coast Guard when his 
engine broke down. 








Honolulu 


Mabel Thomas 

| The Marshall Fields clippered in 
for a long rest. 

| Beulah Bondi at the Halekaulani 
| hotel for a month. 

Lloyd Pantages having a grand 
time at Waikiki Beach. 

Nautical Hawaiians, Bill Lincoln's 
group, at Queens Surf. 

Ray Andrade and band playing at 
the Royal Hawaiian hotel. 

Randolph H. Hearst and wife pro- 
| longing their Hawaiian stay. 
| Hawaiian Islands getting another 

radio station on Maui, KULU. 

Joyce Moss, of Photo Play mag, 
| spent three weeks at the Royal. 
Bill Nelson in second year at Club 
| Blue Lei featuring Irene Knight. 
| Kyle Palmer, of the LA Times, 
j}and his wife Betty due here in May. 
| Buddy and Ramsey Nast forgetting 
| Hollywood business and touring the 
| Islands. 
| Ralph Fitkin and Web Edwards of 
;KOHN on mainland for business 
confabs. 

Clara Inter closed at the Royal 
and playing short engagement at La 
' Hulu Rumba. 

Gypsy Markoff and hubby winding 





,up long tour on the USO here, 
then off to N. Y. 

Evlynn Smith, stunt gal from 
Holiywood, passed rigid tests for 
swimming instructor. 

Hawaii and Garden Isle of Kauai 
will be locations fer M-G-M when 
they make “Robinson Crusoe” in 


June 

Jap orograms are again on the air 
over the local stations, taking, plenty 
of time. Chinese programs coming 
back also, but the Japs by far lead 


‘on daytime slots. 
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